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“You’re going to get
that sensation of artists connecting
to a score and singing beautifully...
but you’re also going to be
rooted in truth and in reality.”

Jarvis A. Green, Founding Artistic Director of JAG Productions

… and at Greater Good Media, we are
just getting started!

Creating Change Through Theater, One Show at a Time
Molly Davis Shimko

Even more change is in the air as
the Quechee Times gears up for its
50th anniversary in 2022.
We would like your input!
See page 5 for details.

W

hen two local companies partner to better our community,
magical things can happen. JAG Productions, based in
White River Junction is partnering with King Arthur Baking
Company in Norwich. While a theater company and baking

company seem an unlikely pair, together they are co-producing
a beautiful series of performances, “Theatre on the Hill.”
“Theatre on the Hill” takes place on Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday evenings between August 13 and September 12 on the
grassy hill behind King Arthur Baking Company. Proceeded with
food and drinks provided by Upper Valley favorites such as
Continued on page 20

Junction Fiber Mill owners, Peggy Allen and Amanda Kievet

efore the rise of the Industrial Revolution
in the 18th century, most families made
their living by a small-scale, decentralized
manufacturing business often operated out of
their homes. By far, the most important
“cottage industry” – as it would eventually be
called – centered on the production of yarn
and textile fabrics. Key to its operation was the
entrepreneur who purchased the raw materials,
distributed them among working families,
passed the semi-finished products from one
artisan to another, and then marketed the
finished products. In time, hand production
methods led to the rise of the mechanized
factory system in which textiles were still the
dominant industry.
In the 21st century, as the Industrial
Revolution has become gradually replaced by
the Digital Age, many makers are still producing
their crafts through small-batch manufacturing
whereby small amounts of product are commissioned from a factory that can still achieve the
economies of scale necessary to make money. A
Continued on page 14
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A DAY I N TH E LIFE

Where’s Alex?

A Quechee Photo Quiz: From a Young Newcomer’s Perspective
resources and a book with old
maps they found. He and his
mom enjoy finding the metal
pins in the ground that mark
the boundaries and borders.
Moving to Vermont during
a pandemic year, from his

Megan Browne Helm

A

lex, 10, has only been a
f u l l-ti me
Q ue che e
resident for a year but he
already knows where some of
the most interesting places in
town can be found. With his
keen eye for detail, he searches
the local landscape for
interesting photo opportunities for his latest projects.
With the help of his mom,
he created a fun puzzle game
for his younger brother,
Atticus, involving pictures of
himself with mysterious clues
in the background that allude
to his whereabouts without
giving the location away. He
calls the game, “Where’s
Alex?”

angle for a shot. “Alex and I
are getting to know Quechee
in a very different way because
we’re getting on the ground,”
she says. Occasionally, the
perfect photo required
bumping up into bushes and
balancing on clods of dirt.
The results are worth it.
Creating a game based on
the outdoor exploration of a
new town has been one way to
cope with the odd nature of a
socially distanced COVID-19
world. In addition to staying
connected to old friends and
family, the photos intrigue
and engage new friends.
Everybody gets to learn about
the interesting places
Quechee has to offer. n

Moving to Vermont
during a pandemic
year might have been
a culture shock for
Alex, except that
walking the streets
with an eye focused
on specific details
has been a fun
activity for him.
“Every Monday, we basically
find a cool place, then take a
photo where it’s me and
there’s a sliver of the location
in the background and then
we show it to a group of people,
and they have until the next
week to guess where I am.”
The photo is shared via
text or email to a list of friends
and family. Amazingly, the
same person has been the
winner nearly every week;
their neighbor and real estate
agent, Audrey.
The rules of the game
require that every picture is
taken in the town of Quechee
and that the locations must be
public property. To make sure
they are within the town
limits, Alex uses online

home next to Fenway Park in
downtown Boston, might
have been a culture shock for
Alex except that walking the
public streets of a place with
an eye focused on specific
details has been a fun activity
for him.
“They have stone markers
in Boston.” Alex knows where
three of the 50 or so lie.
Where’s Alex? often requires
a walker or a runner’s point of
view in order to gather the
details. Sometimes, it’s the
color of a wall or the font of a
number, or the shape of a
structure that tips off the player.
Driving by a place is different
from walking.
Christina, Alex’s mom,
enjoys getting just the right

What will you find when you look for details in the town around you?
This edition of A Day in the Life
is proudly sponsored by
Derek Cosentino and Audrey Micca
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PU BL IS HE R ’ S NO TE

You are not alone.
domestic violence • sexual assault • stalking
every hour, every day 866-348-WISE
chat online at wiseuv.org

We’re here for you.

For 50 years, WISE has supported survivors
in times of stress and crisis. Our advocates
are here for you every hour, every day.
Call the crisis line or chat with us online.
You do not need to be in crisis to reach out to us.

Change Is Good
H

onestly, it’s like one of those super dramatic before-and-after scenes... Club
pool deck 2020 vs. Club pool deck 2021. One doesn’t even have to experience
it in-person to feel the excited and joyful energy emanating from the outside
enclosure. The incredible golf course green, Ottauquechee River, and rolling hills
backdrop certainly adds to the sense that all is right right now.
And, as life is wont to do, change continues to happen all around us. We
won’t even mention what’s going on “out there” because we know what to do and
how to behave with compassion in the world. What the Quechee Times is here
to do is to keep the uplifting stories flowing to remind us all that “good” prevails
and that we are part of that good story! Not exactly “ignorance is bliss,” but just
a refocusing reminder.
Speaking of good stories, ours is that we have welcomed Chris Hadgis to join
us as associate publisher. As I slowly exit stage left to launch new papers, Chris
will become center stage ringmaster. Please welcome her and reach out to her
with any story ideas and good news to share. I’ll still be around and look forward
to hearing from you.
While still about a year away, the Quechee Times is turning 50 in December
2022. We would love your feedback and ideas for the next 50 years! Please see
details on page 5 to fill out our survey and enter a chance to win a $100 gift card
to one of our fine dining establishments.
Stay safe and be good!
~ Jen MacMillen
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

follow us @WISEuv

Program Center
38 Bank Street
Lebanon, NH

I’m honored to join Jen MacMillen and Greater Good Media’s team of
dedicated writers, photographers, and graphic artists.
Thank you, readers, for contributing to our mission to capture and share
uplifting stories about the lives and work of inspiring people and organizations
in our community.
We aspire to deliver inclusive coverage, themed and sponsored content that
serves you. These pages would not be possible without the support of local
businesses and sponsors in the Upper Valley.
For example, we have a new regular column called “How They Met.” We’d
love to include special places and restaurants for fun, romantic date nights and
activities on that page in conjunction with the story. Know of any couples with
interesting, heartwarming stories or businesses that would like to partner with
us? Send them my way!
Earning this Associate Publisher position renewed my faith that we land
where we are meant to, and good things are worth the wait.
Chris H. Hadgis
chris.greatergoodmedia@gmail.com

is published quarterly by
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IN AN EMERGENCY,
CHOOSE ALICE PECK DAY
We hope you never have a health
emergency, but our Emergency Department
is ready 24/7/365 if you do. Patients choose
Alice Peck Day for high quality personal
care in an intimate setting.
Expect to be seen quickly by the same
Dartmouth-Hitchcock board-certified
providers who also deliver emergency
care at DHMC.

Photo taken pre-pandemic.
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QU ECHEE HO T AIR BALLO ON F E S TIVA L’ S 4 1st A NNIV E R S AR Y

Hartford Area Chamber Prepares for Balloon Festival
T

he Quechee Hot Air Balloon Craft and Music
Festival, the longest running hot air balloon
festival in New England, will celebrate its 41st
anniversary in 2021 when thousands are expected to
flock to central Vermont, September 3 - 5, 2021
(Labor Day weekend).
Twenty balloonists will headline the event with
five flights slated throughout the weekend and
additional tethered rides during the day. Attendees
can visit with 50 craft vendors, indulge in a variety
of fare from 16 food vendors and sit back and enjoy
dozens of entertainers for all ages, over the three-day
extravaganza. Children’s activities include Bubble
Machines, Rock Climbing wall, and more. A variety
of festival favorites and new food offerings and a beer
and wine garden are planned.
“After taking a hiatus in 2020 due to the
pandemic we’re proud to celebrate the 41st
anniversary of Quechee Hot Air Balloon Festival
which truly epitomizes what a community event
stands for,” said P.J. Skehan, Executive Director of
the Hartford Area Chamber, who hosts and
manages the annual event. “Our sponsors,
volunteers and the town come together and rally
each year to make this a benchmark event. It truly
epitomizes what we can achieve when our
community comes together.”

Festivalgoers have much to choose from for the entertainers are A2VT (Friday) Dave Keller Band
three-day event. They can start their day at sunrise (Saturday) and The Tricksters (Sunday).
and watch morning balloon list offs while indulging
“The Quechee Balloon Festival is a great boost to
in breakfast pizza and coffee, spend the day enjoying
our economy and local businesses,” added Skehan.
stellar entertainment or visiting the various artisans “We are giving the thousands of locals and visitors
and food vendors. During evening liftoff, you can who support the event many reasons to come to the
grab dinner and sit hillside on the Quechee Green or festival and celebrate with us. This really is just a fun
consider waiting until dusk for the balloon-glow show. time for everyone.”
Headlining this year’s three-day extravaganza of
Hours for the Quechee Balloon Festival Hours are
September 3-5, 2021 (Labor Day weekend), Friday
3–10pm, and on Saturday and Sunday 6am–10pm.
The Hartford Area Chamber of Commerce hosts
the Quechee Balloon Festival and helps area
businesses succeed with a mission to enhance the
economic environment. Through networking, events,
savings programs, and disseminating information
HACC offers member businesses an advantage in the
marketplace. HACC, in collaboration with the Army
Corps of Engineers and the VT Department of Forests
Parks and Recreation, also manages and staffs the
Quechee Gorge Visitor center which is part of the
612-acre Quechee Gorge State Park that welcomes
over 100,00 visitors yearly from all parts of the globe.
For more information, call 802-295-7900, visit
www.hartfordvtchamber.com, or email info@
hartfordvtchamber.com. n
~PJ Skehan, Director, Hartford Chamber of Commerce

G O O D T H IN G S HA PPE NING IN W O O D S TO CK
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Q U E CHEE CLUB N EWS

QLLA Charities Donates More Than $100,000 to CAPP at CHaD
Thank You to All
Who Participated for
Your Generosity and Support

O

n Saturday night, July 24, 2021,
QLLA Charities contributed
$110,000 to the Ken & Vickie French
Child Advocacy and Protection
Program (CAPP) at Children’s Hospital
at Dartmouth-Hitchcock (CHaD).
This contribution was a
combination of the proceeds of the
CHaD Classic (annual golf tournament
held this year on June 14 at The
Quechee Club) and the CHaD Gala
(summertime gala held this year on July
24 at The Quechee Club).
Through the support and generosity
of the Quechee Lakes Landowners
Association community and the
assistance of The Quechee Club staff
and facilities, this brings the organization’s 37-year total to over $2.7 million
donated to CHaD.
Hartford resident, Sharin Luti is
the acting CHaD Gala Chair. n

Be sure and save these dates for
next year’s events
CHaD Classic Golf Tournament:
Monday, June 13, 2022
CHaD Gala:
Saturday, July 23, 2022

G O O D T H IN G S HA PPE NING IN W O O D S TO CK

Out Of This World Gifts
Beautiful Jewelry • Fine Crafts
Unusual Pocket Knives • Ingenious Presents
Monday – Friday 9:30 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday 9:30 am – 5:30 pm
Sunday 10:30 am – 4:30 pm

15 Central Street
Woodstock, Vermont

(802) 457-2480

www.unicornvt.com
CELEBRATING
Fall 2021

43

YEARS
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D I V ER S I TY • EQUIT Y • IN CL U S IO N

Seeds For Land Acknowledgment
Earl L. Hatley, member of the QLLA
DEI Council

O

n April 22, 2011, Vermont officially
recognized two Abenaki tribes: the
Nulhegan Band of the Coosuk-Abe naki
and the Elnu Abenaki Tribe. On May 7,
2012, the Abenaki Nation at Missisquoi
and the Koasek Traditional Band of the
Koas Abenaki Nation received
recognition by the State of Vermont.
The Abenaki originated in a region
called Wabanahkik in the Eastern
Algonquian languages (meaning “Dawn
Land”), a territory now including parts
Earl in his boat
of Quebec and the Maritimes of
Canada and northern sections of the
New England region of the United States. The Abenaki are one of the five
members of the Wabanaki Confederacy.
The Abenaki tribe are a Native American tribe and one of the Algonquian
speaking peoples. They lived in parts of Canada and the Northeast United States
until being pushed west during American expansion. Unlike some of the more
powerful Indian tribes the Abenaki were fragmented into different subsets. They
were spread throughout the Northeast without any central leadership. After the
first contact with the Europeans they eventually began to merge due to necessity.
Their population was decimated by European disease and war.
Ottauquechee is a Natick word for swift mountain stream. Quechee means
gorge in Algonquin according to one source.
I bought my condo in Quechee in September 2017 and have lived here half

time each year, except on March 19, 2020 when I arrived as a COVID refugee and
have been here since. I cannot return to Oklahoma because the disease is still
spiking in that part of the Cherokee Reservation where I lived. Vaccination rate
is only 21%. I found when I arrived in Quechee that no one I met, from the
realtor to club Trustees could tell me what Quechee or Ottauquechee meant.
Locals in nearby towns could not either. That sent me on a quest to find out why
folks in the Upper Valley were so unaware of the meanings of these names or
even, as it turns out, the original history of the area. It seems life began here
when the Scottish arrived, according to the local papers and magazines whose
stories share the history of the UV. This has put me into a mode of operation
now: how to bring land acknowledgment to Quechee.  
I believe seeds are the way to get started. About a year and a half ago, I read,

Red Star Powwow

G O O D T H IN G S HA PPE NING IN W O O D S TO CK
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and was also told, the Abenaki Bands are looking for help with land and gardens
to grow their seeds because their people need the food and they lack land. The
Bands lost their lands a long time ago. The Eugenics movement and resulting laws
in Vermont, drove the Bands underground and further decimated them. Now
they are struggling to recover. Landless, finally gaining state recognition but
without federal recognition (therefore, no funding for services), the Bands are
looking for places to plant their seeds, share the harvest and resulting seed stocks.
Why not QLLA?
So, I joined the newly formed QLLA DEI Council to see if I could be of help,
but to mainly generate support and interest for this Seed for Land Acknowledgment
idea. With the Council’s agreement to move forward, I am now setting up
meetings with the Chiefs of some of the Bands to see what it would take to make
a project like this a reality in Quechee. My vision is to invite the Bands to speak
at the library and offer education programs here in the Upper Valley that center
on the history and culture of the original protectors of this land.  
They have a lot to teach. I feel it would enrich the culture of Quechee to have
their presence here and to attract the other tribes of the Wabanaki Federation of
the northern New England area, as well. There are other groups, including Black,
Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) organizations here in the UV that are
seed savers, gardeners, and farmers. Some of them are Indigenous Peoples of
various tribes also. I am working to meet them and see how to include them in
this educational effort, as well. We will see how all this jells, but I think it will be
interesting and educational for all of us. Stay tuned! n

Fine Dining prix-ﬁxe
Tavern a la carte
Weddings & Events

Earl Hatley is Cherokee/Shawnee with Algonquin, Wendat, and Micmaw First Nation heritage. He bought
his condo in Quechee in Sept. 2017 and now lives more than half the time in the Upper Valley. Born in
Bakersfield, CA, and raised in Oklahoma, where he has lived all his life he likes to say “it doesn’t get more
Okie than that.” Earl’s career is as an Environmental Community Organizer and he is the Grand
Riverkeeper for the Grand River watershed in Northeast OK working for the non-profit, LEAD Agency, he
co-founded. He is also Co-Chair of the Western Mining Action Network and Chair of their Indigenous
Caucus. Earl is also a member of the Waterkeeper Council of the Waterkeeper Alliance. In addition, one of
his hobbies is chasing tornados, something he has been doing since he was old enough to drive. He
learned this from his father, who also loved tornadoes. Earl’s Cherokee name means Cloud Dancer,
because of his affinity for tornadoes.

Barnard Inn Restaurant & Max’s Tavern
5518 Vermont Rt 12, Barnard, VT
(802) 234-9961
www.barnardinn.com

G O O D T H IN G S HA PPE NING IN W O O D S TO CK

The Yankee Bookshop
Vermont’s Longest Running
Independent Bookstore, since 1935

Books & Vinyl
Cards & Gifts

Biking

Store Hours & Information:
www.yankeebookshop.com

Order online,
pick up in-store or
ship anywhere in the US.

ADVENTURE IS CALLING
15 Central Street • Woodstock, VT 05091
802.332.6380 • Elevation.Clothing

12 Central Street
Woodstock VT 05091
802.457.2411

Hiking

PATAGONIA • CASTELLI • BLUNDSTONE

We’re social:
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HOW THEY MET

The Story of Joe and Carol McEntee
As told to Jessie N. McEntee

M

y wife, Carol, and I met at a party
before a football game at Cornell
in 1962. I was a junior and she was a
freshman. She came as the date of a
friend of one of my fraternity brothers.
I learned that she was engaged to a
Swede who worked for her mother’s
firm back in Rochester, New York.
This piqued my interest. And, she was
very pretty and feisty.
“Could you hold my cigarettes? I
don’t want to smoke anymore,” I said. I
thought it was a great line, and she
thought it was the dumbest thing she’d
ever heard. A couple of weeks later, she
needed a ride back home to Rochester,
and I had a ‘48 Chrysler. She heard
about my car and called me for a ride,
but she didn’t remember me from the
party. When I pulled up to her dorm to
pick her up, she was shocked.
We started dating, and I knew she
was engaged to this Swede because all
of her friends in her sorority had ratted
her out. She’d say things like, “I have a
friend who’s engaged to someone, but
she likes this other guy better.” Of

course, I was the other guy. For Parents
Weekend in 1963, I told my father that
she was the girl I was going to marry.
We’d just started dating, and I had a
girlfriend back home. My father was a
man of few words, but he approved of
her. We got pinned, which is more
than going steady and short of being
engaged, and then I asked her to get
married in the late spring of 1964
when I was about to graduate. To my
great shock, she said yes. I didn’t sleep
that night because I realized I had
done a momentous thing.
I graduated from Cornell on a
Tuesday and was commissioned in the
Navy the next day. We got married on
Saturday, and I went to sea the
following Monday on the USS De Soto
County, LST 1171 out of Norfolk,
Virginia. I went on a big operation over
to the Mediterranean, where I was gone
from September to November. I spent
two and a half years in the Navy while
Carol finished her degree in education
and graduated from Old Dominion
University. I then went to law school at
the University of Michigan, from which
I graduated in 1969, while Carol

Joe and Carol McEntee with their family

taught elementary school. Simultaneous
with my graduation, our daughter,
Laura, was born.
On a side note, for those of you who
remember S & H green stamps, we
arrived in Ann Arbor with many books
of them, which I insisted on using to
obtain a delicatessen bologna slicer.
Carol pointed out bemusedly that we
wouldn’t necessarily need to be slicing
fifteen pounds of bologna at a time. We
nevertheless carted this monstrosity

LAST CHANCE TO EXPERIENCE

Summer of dinosaurs

CLOSES SEPTEMBER 26
SPONSORED BY

Visit our website and plan your visit today!

MONTSHIRE.ORG \\ 802.649.2200
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from Ann Arbor to Rochester to
Cleveland and finally Dallas, where
the bologna slicer met its demise.
I started practicing with a law firm
in Rochester, NY now called Nixon,
Peabody. I spent most of my two and a
half years representing Kodak company
in a massive lawsuit against Fotomat
Corp. I left and joined the Jones Day
law firm in Cleveland, Ohio. Our only
other child, Justin, was born in
Cleveland. I litigated a variety of

anti-trust cases and other commercial
litigation. I became a partner at Jones
Day in 1977, and in 1982, the firm
asked me to head up litigation in our
new Dallas office. During this period, I
spent most of my time representing
Texas Instruments in patent/anti-trust
litigation against Japanese and Korean
silicone chip manufacturers. I also did
work for Frito Lay. You could say I was
the defender of chips.
Having been successful in Dallas,
the management of my firm in their
wisdom sent me in 1988 to head the
litigation section of our newly-opened
Chicago office, where, on a more local
note, I represented Victor Kiam in his
server-year unsuccessful attempts to
retain ownership of the Patriots. Carol
was doing the hard but wonderful job
of raising our children. We sent Laura
off to Dartmouth and later Justin to

Cornell. Meantime, at the behest of
Texas Instruments, the firm sent me
back to Dallas in 1994.
Laura married Erik Bierwagen, who
she met at Dartmouth, in 1992. They
moved to Los Angeles and later the
Bay Area. Justin married Jessie Noyes
in 2003.
We began looking for some place to
escape the heat of Dallas in the summer,
and we considered various locations
including Cape Cod, Hilton Head, and
Quechee, which we learned about from
Laura, whose sorority had held a
function at the Quechee Club. Laura
and Erik were pleased at the idea of
being close to Dartmouth, which they’d
both loved, and we were pleased with
Quechee, since we both played golf
enthusiastically albeit ineptly.  
We first came to Quechee in 2006,
and we rented for a month and then
extended our stay for six weeks. On the
way out for our return to Dallas, we
bought a condo on Coach Road. All of
our five grandchildren have actively
participated in golf and tennis lessons
and enjoyed the beach at Lake Pinneo,
the pool, and the camp programs. Also,
Justin and Jessie and their kids have
had the opportunity to use the ski
facilities in winter, as they’re based in
Connecticut. Like many others,
whenever our family arrives at Quechee,
we draw a sigh of relief, and all tension
fades away. n

Sausages links/bulk/patties
Country-style Ribs
Certified Organic Beef

Heritage Based Breeds
Bacon
Pork chops
Tenderloin

For more information or to place your order, call Jonathan or Rachel LeBlanc
5% off $100/10% off $250

LeBlanc

FAMILY FARM

802.472.5557

1547 Hardwick Street, E. Hardwick VT
leblancfamilyfarm@emypeople.net

ORGANIC TICK &
MOSQUITO CONTROL

ENERGY EFFICIENT WINDOWS

SAFE FOR YOUR

with added benefits like increasing your home’s value
and bringing a distinct sense of quality to every room

PETS
FAMILY
ENVIRONMENT

Windows and doors inspired by how you live.
Serving VT, the Upper Valley of NH, and the Adirondack Region of NY
Locally Owned & Operated | (603) 298-5555 | wdbrownell.com

(603) 838-PURE . PURESOLUTIONS.COM/UV
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Q U E CHEE G ARDEN CLUB

Quechee Garden Club’s Scholarship Recipient
Ann Davis

S

ince 1996, the Quechee Garden
Club (QGC) has awarded the
Anne Bradley Emerson scholarship to
a deserving local college student. The
scholarship is given to a student who is
anticipating further study in the field
of horticulture, botany, agriculture,
forestry conservation, or allied
environmental studies. T his
scholarship is tied to the cornerstone
purposes of the garden club: promotion
of educational projects and conservation of national resources.
The Garden Club is thankful for the
generous support for this scholarship
that was made available by Anne
Bradley Emerson’s family in her honor.
Anne was a founder of the Quechee
Garden Club, established in 1998.
The recipient of this year’s
scholarship is a remarkable young
woman from our community: Beatrice
Wendling. Beatrice, the 2021 valedictorian of Harford High School, will be
heading to Smith College in the fall.
She plans to pursue biology in the
realm of environmental science and
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Beatrice “haying;” the one farming job she doesn’t like

Delivering the 2021 valedictorian address at
Hartford High School

As a child exploring nature in the forest near her home

“Beatrice is not a student who sits and waits for her education, she reaches
beyond the classroom to satisfy her interests and educational pursuits.
She is truly someone who will change the world
with her passion, empathy, and knowledge.”
botany. Her dream career is to assist
ecosystems to adapt to climate change.
She is especially interested in forest
ecosystems after growing up on a farm
in Hartland bordered by forest where
she spent many childhood hours

playing and exploring.
“Smith is not cheap,” Beatrice noted, so
Beatrice chose Smith College she is especially grateful for the
because of the small size classes that Quechee Garden Club Scholarship.
promote meaningful student-teacher
Beatrice attributes much of her
relationships like the teaching she success to her skilled Hartford High
experienced at Harford High School. School teachers who taught,

Fall 2021

encouraged, supported, and mentored
her. “Beatrice is not a student who sits
and waits for her education, she
reaches beyond the classroom to satisfy
her interests and educational pursuits.
She is truly someone who will change
the world with her passion, empathy,
and knowledge,” said one teacher.
Her curiosity of science began on
her family’s Hartland organic farm
where they raise beef cattle, chickens,
and vegetables. Her father, who has a
degree in horticulture, answered many
questions Beatrice posed. Beatrice
said she loves the farm except for the
work involved in haying.
In 2020, she conducted research at
the New Hampshire Academy of
Science where she studied the
degradation of low-quality plastics on
reproduction. She has used
Caenorhabditis elegans in her studies,
a model organism for many researchers
given its well-documented genome
and its contributions to research.
Beatrice is self-motivated and
constantly seeks to expand and enrich
her knowledge. In the summer of
2020, she enrolled in multiple online
courses including Cancer Biology
and Bioethics.
Q Times
Beatrice is also very well-rounded
andFall
engaging.
She paints opaque
2021
watercolors of nature, some of which
she 4.25”
submitted
part oftall
her Advanced
wide,as5.63”
Placement Art program. She sells

environmental tee-shirts at the
Harland weekly market. In addition,
Beatrice was a four-year athlete on the
cross-country team at Hartford.
Is there anything at which Beatrice
does not excel? According to her, she
is not good at sports requiring a ball
and she cannot dance. What does her
family tease her about? As a child, she
intentionally dropped her hat into the
rhino pen at the Cleveland Zoo.
Beatrice is also an avid reader and
lists reading as a major hobby.
However, parents should know that
she did not like to read as a younger
child. But when she was introduced to
comic books her interest in reading
skyrocketed.
Her dream job is: “Evaluating and
understanding the role of fungi and
soil microbes in the forest Ecosystem
to protect our forests.”
The Quechee Garden club is
thrilled to support this extraordinary
young woman. The club is grateful to
the scholarship committee that
provides the time to review scholarship
applications. This committee is Elaine
Hanson (Chair), Cori Packer, and
Gail Ferney. The committee noted
that Beatrice was extra extraordinary
in personality and academics. They
have never seen a transcript with an
A+ in Advanced Placement level 2
calculus. Until now. n

LOCAL GEMS THIS FALL: PRODUCE, PUMPKINS, MUMS
PLUS ALL THE EVERYDAY ESSENTIALS.
Route 4, Quechee | 802.291.9900 | Open 7am-8pm daily
Fall 2021
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WOOL MANUFACTURING - continued from page 1

case in point is Junction Fiber Mill, a new wool
processing mill in the heart of White River Junction.
With a goal “to promote and invigorate the local fiber
shed by providing top-quality custom processing,
local fiber products, and educational opportunities to
inspire the community about sheep and wool”,
owners Peggy Allen and Amanda Kievet welcomed
their new mill equipment this past winter.
The seeds of their partnership were sown last spring
on a road trip to drop off wool at a mill during the
height of the pandemic. As they sat in Peggy’s farm
truck, they talked and listened to each other about
wool mills, partnerships, and work ethic. Peggy and her
husband, Todd, run Savage Hart Farm in White River
Junction, and Amanda and her husband, Cody, became
sheep farm hands “extraordinaire,” moving onto the
farm for a lambing season in 2019 to help Todd while
Peggy was recovering from a traumatic brain injury.
In a recent interview, Peggy and Amanda
reflected on their dedication to supporting small
farms and fiber farms geared toward raising sheep...
QT: How did you and Amanda become interested
in wool, yarn, and sheep initially?
Amanda: I became interested as a knitter looking to
better understand the fiber I was working with.
Initially, I just bought the acrylic yarn from the
available big box craft stores in my hometown in
Wisconsin. When I moved to NYC, the yarn store
down the block sold many wonderful yarns made
from natural wool yarn and I immediately felt the
difference. After moving to the Upper Valley, I got a

Peggy reflecting on the purpose of the mill

job at Ibex Outdoor Clothing and became a total
wool convert when I experienced the difference of
wool clothing: way less stinky and better feeling on
the skin, great temperature regulation (a major
benefit for hiking and running). I met Peggy at the
Norwich Farmers Market a few years ago and bought
some yarn from her made from her flock of Corriedale
sheep. My husband, Cody, and I had recently bought

a home with a small pasture so I was interested in
getting a few sheep to keep it down. Peggy agreed to
show me the ropes of shepherding and she and her
husband, Todd, became our sheep mentors. We
started our small flock from two of their ewe lambs
and are on our third-year shepherding.
Peggy: I’m a so-so knitter, but I have always loved
wool fiber. While biking in the San Juan Islands of
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talking about how we could pull it off and in less
than 10 months we went from the Chicago
area to living with sheep in Vermont.

Amanda’s sheep are staying dry despite the recent rains

Washington state, my husband and I came across a
small sheep farm run by a woman named, Annette
who sold her yarn right there in a section of her barn.
We stayed and visited with her for much of the
afternoon and, as we left, my husband, who knew I
joked about having a sheep farm someday, said, “If I
could have a sheepdog like hers, I’d consider having
a sheep farm.” We spent the rest of the vacation

QT: We understand that you both
consider your new business to be a
cottage industry. What makes it so?
Amanda: Actually, we consider our
mill to be small-batch manufacturing. We use extremely high-tech
heavy machinery in a dedicated mill
building to produce between 15 and 20
pounds of yarn per day. Compared with the
large-scale fiber mills used to produce textiles
and yarns for the majority of the fashion/craft
economy, ours – at eight spindles – is comparatively
tiny. By comparison, the wool mills of yore in our
area had hundreds to over a thousand spindles each.
The benefit of being a small batch mill is that we can
produce yarns made from a single farm or even a
single sheep’s fiber. This gives fiber farms the ability
to market their unique fibers as finished yarns rather
than sell their fiber to a wool pool to meet the
processing minimums at large mills.
QT: Why is there an alleged logjam and long
delays in turning wool orders around the state?   
Peggy: Processing raw wool into yarn is very labor
intensive. Scouring, or cleaning, raw wool alone
can take several hours. In addition, there simply
aren’t enough small mills to accommodate all the
demand from area sheep farms.  

Fall 2021

Trio of three-ply Shetland in natural colors

QT: And why is there a decline in sheep farming?  
Peggy: We’re not sure there is a decline in sheep
farming. We think there is a growing interest by old
and young people to experience the whole circle of
raising sheep, shearing for wool, processing that
wool and pursuing fiber crafts.
Continued on page 16
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QT: Please tell us about Savage Hart
sheep farm in Hartford and raising a
small flock?  
Peggy: Savage Hart Farm is a 32-acre
farm in White River Junction and we
raise colored Corriedale sheep. This
spring we had 34 lambs bringing our
flock up to 64. I’m not sure we consider
raising sheep work; it’s just a way of life
for us. Todd has a full-time job with
Mascoma Bank on their wealth
management team, and I work full-time
at the mill. Amanda is a brilliant web
and social media developer but she too
now works full time at the mill.
Amanda: As Peggy said, I was doing
web development and design previously
but have stepped down from doing
that entirely, other than of course
putting those skills to use for Junction
Fiber Mill. As I mentioned, my
husband Cody and I are raising a small
flock we started with Todd and Peggy’s
sheep. After lambing this year, we’re
now up to five and will keep it there.

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS
To place an ad in the Quechee Times,
please email info@greatergoodmedia.net

QT: When did you officially open
the new mill? And where you are in
the business cycle now?  
Peggy: Our mill equipment arrived at
101 Maple Street on a snowy day in
February of this year. We immediately
began working with raw sheep’s fleece
we had acquired to ensure we understood
not only how the equipment worked,
but how the wool from different breeds
of sheep behaved. We began taking
roving orders on April 1 and yarn orders
on May 1 (roving is wool that has been
washed and prepared for hand-spinners).
Amanda: Currently we’re busy fulfilling
custom processing orders but we have
exciting plans to start experimenting
with fiber we’ve acquired to create yarn
we can sell directly to knitters. We’re
excited to see what balance of services
versus products serves us and our
community as we get some experience
under us. n

TAKE THE QUECHEE TIMES SURVEY
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Energy Efficient Home Upgrades Afford Savings, Livability

A

s autumn rolls around each year, area homeowners’ minds turn to the
same thought – “What can we do to make our home more comfortable in
winter, and save on fuel costs?” This year, with fuel prices on the rise, the
second part of that question is particularly relevant.
Tightening up, insulating a home properly, can take on a variety of facets.
For some homes, adding insulation to the attic space and installing weatherization materials around doors and windows may be all that’s required. For
others, replacing windows, doors, and adding blown in insulation throughout
may be the solution.
Starting with an energy audit of the home will point the homeowner in the
right direction. Contractors, heating and energy specialists, and for some
homeowners, non-profits dedicated to helping weatherize homes will perform
these audits.
Often, an audit will include a blower door test, to locate locations of air
leaks within the home. The blower door consists of a panel, which fits into the
home’s doorframe, with a strong fan attached. The fan blows air from the
home, resulting in low pressure inside. Air from the outside then is pulled in
through the problem areas, which then can be identified and addressed.
Windows and doors tend to be common problem areas for cold air entering the
home. Numerous types of weather stripping, or window sealing kits are available
from retailers for the do-it-yourself homeowner. For many though, particularly
owners of older homes with single pane windows and storms, replacing those with
modern, insulated windows will save considerable energy, and pay for themselves

in the long run. This is also true with original doors in old homes – though period
appropriate, old wooden doors offer less than desirable insulating abilities.
Supplementing insulation in a home adds to efficiency, particularly attic
insulation, because, of course, heat rises. Notice ice dams along the roof edges
each winter? Heat loss through the ceiling and roof explains that. Blown in
insulation, or laying down additional batts of insulation in the attic can rectify
the potential structural damage caused by ice dams.
Lower income homeowners in towns including Hartford and Quechee can
apply to SEVCA for weatherization help. Working in partnership with Efficiency
Vermont, SEVCA offers no-cost insulating and weatherization services to
eligible Windsor and Windham County residents. To find out if you’re eligible,
call the SEVCA office at 800-464-9951. n
~ Frank Orlowski

We are proud to sponsor this
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Art and Community in Quechee
Deborah Greene

T

he beauty of the Upper Valley
region is well known and brings
visitors from around the globe. Our
landscapes and wide skies are
inspiration for all types of artists. For
example, there is a group of women

who have been meeting at the base
lodge of The Quechee Club on
Wednesday mornings for over ten
years. Together, they hone their skills
in pastels, oils, chalk and watercolor,
and they also support each other
through life’s challenges and
inevitable turns.

Walking up to the cafeteria area, I,
the author, experienced my own sense
of calm, having seen my mom happy
with a brush in hand, working with her
friends to master a new technique.
The women spread out among the
tables with their canvases and tools, or
were nestled together collaborating on

Artwork painted by this group of women who bonded over creativity and social distancing
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joint projects. Quechee residents
Linda Bradshaw, Ferdie Medora, Jean
Benanti, Pat Siciliano, Bev Audsley,
Emma Behrens, and Cathy Finnegan
gathered to work on summer pastels.
“Coming together is more than just
painting,” says Bev Audsley as we sit
and ref lect on the power of
community and this positive outlet
for expression. “This was especially
key during Covid. We couldn’t meet
indoors but we could come together
in a field or in the parking lot at The
Quechee Inn.”
The Quechee Inn is one of their
biggest fans, hosting an art show of
their work throughout the Inn during
the fall season and scheduled again in
2022. Cathy Finnegan’s work is
currently for sale at the front desk
picturing the Inn surrounded by
foliage and festive musicians. “Their
work is beautiful and hugely impressive.
To have a group of local artists painting
on our property demonstrates so much
of what our community is about. Also,
each picture is so unique and shows a
different perspective.”
One participant, Linda Bradshaw,
was an art teacher for 26 years in New
York and New Jersey. “Being an art
teacher was the best job ever. It’s an
easy fit for me to assist. Also, Gail
Ferney, who’s been a resident for over
25 years is a huge part of the creation
of this group.”
Their ability to create weekly
normalcy in their routine added to
their natural joy for the work. Even
during a challenging time, the stillness
of painting a bucolic scene among

Fall 2021
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Fall Memories of Mom
As we head into fall, I am flooded with images from when I was growing up
in Vermont. This year will be different. As for many, it is marked by loss. In
January, just as Covid began to make headlines, I was planning my move
back to Vermont and looking forward to spending time with my mom as she
sought to purchase her forever home; the one she had dreamed about owning
since we had our place on Hartland Hill. It closed on a Friday, and she was
suddenly sick that Sunday. Ten days later, she was gone. That house would
never be but the dream of being home remained with me.  
As I was speaking with a friend, we discussed our image of a woman. As I
spoke, I realized I was describing the image of my mother from the eyes of a
child. All powerful, knowing, loving, and beautiful.
It was an image from a memory here in Vermont, one based on the idea
of what I wanted to be as a woman and how that influenced the direction
of my life. It was early morning, dew over the field and yet, you could still
see over the rolling hills. There was a chill in the air, but it was not so cold
that you needed to bundle up. Mom sat on the back porch. This was the
porch that shaped my childhood world. The porch where I would conjure
storms as they came over the mountainside when I would pretend to save
the village.
So, there she was, barefoot on the bricks, legs slightly spread, working on
her latest artistic creation. It was always different. It could be sewn, crocheted,
glued, decoupaged, mortared, cooked, or pasted. Whatever the creation was,
it would set the tone of the day.
The other thing that stands out in my mind was her look. My mother was
a combination of elegance and earthiness. At the time, she had short hair
with a slightly frosted look throughout her dark hair. She was also wearing
one of her many nightgowns. I loved her nightgowns. They were all silky and
long with tasteful lace at the varying degrees of plunging necklines. The one
she wore that morning was light sky blue. As she turned to say, “Good
morning, Doodlebug,” I could see how the nightgown matched her eyes.
There she sat; content in creating art. She reminded me of Sophia Lauren:
all curves and down to earth.
So, that’s what a woman is to me: solid, grounded, loving, elegant,
grounded, intent, content. Woman. n

Front Row: Linda Bradshaw and Ferdie Medora. Back Row: Jean Benanti, Pat Siciliano, and Bev Audsley

friends adds meaning to the special
quality of the images.
My mom, Roberta Sacks, loved this
community. It’s with a heavy heart but
also, a heart filled by her joy for the
arts, that I report that my mom passed
when the pandemic began. These
women were a large part of why she
adored this community and made it

her home. Quechee offers the beauty
of nature and the exquisite vibrancy of
fall. It also offers the joys of friendship
as displayed by this collective of artists.
We all look forward to next year, when
their work will once again be exhibited
at The Quechee Inn. n

Painting by Cathy Finnegan, artist not pictured

Writer Deb Greene and her mom Roberta Sacks

Roberta and Deb, or as her mom called her, Doodlebug
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River Road by Roberta Sacks
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Munchie Rollz, Griddle and Groovy, and Wolf Tree,
“Theatre on the Hill” is an outdoor theater series
featuring an array of performances including workshop
productions, concert musicals and staged readings.
Jarvis Green, the producing Artistic Director of
JAG spoke of his desire to give audiences “a hybrid of
all the many ways in which we are thinking about
producing theater.”
JAG and King Arthur Baking Company first
came together through JAG’s ambassador partnership
program in which organizations or businesses
interested in promoting marginalized voices and
adopting anti-racist policies can find creative ways to
partner with JAG and support their work. This
particular program came about after about a year of
building a relationship between the two companies
and through Green’s desire to create in-person
programming for the community before heading
back into the theater in the fall. Luckily for all of us,
this manifested in an outdoor theater experience not
to be missed.
So, what can we expect to see at this event? A
little bit of everything. Starting off the series will be a
workshop production of a play that was first featured
as a staged reading at JAGFest 4.0. JAGFest is a yearly
new works festival that invites up-and-coming Black
playwrights from all over the country to stage their
new pieces here in the Upper Valley. The play a Mickey M. Nixon as Aries and Delius Doherty as Virgo at a rehearsal for
curious thing; or superheroes k’aint fly by Jeremy “a curious thing.”
O’Brian, a “90-minute queer romance exploring the
universal question of parenthood in a world laden
with danger,” was the hit of the 2019 festival.
For the following two weekends, Green himself is
directing a concert version of Next to Normal (Yorkey
& Kitt), a Pulitzer-Prize and Tony-Award-winning
musical that explores mental health and a family
dealing with crises. “You’re going to get that sensation
of artists connecting to a score and singing
beautifully… but you’re also going to be rooted in
truth and in reality.” Green speaks of the stigma
surrounding mental health and how presenting these
stories in a fashion that evokes empathy, such as
musical theater, can help normalize dialogues around
difficult subjects. “As someone who has family JAG Singers, Morgan Siobhan Green, Wonu Ogungowora and
members and friends that have struggled with mental Francesca Harper

Sharonna Henderson

CREATING CHANGE THROUGH THEATER - continued from page 1
health, I think that’s the crux or foundation or root
of why I wanted to do this piece.”
Next up, Life in Sepia: Vermont’s Black Burlesque
Revue, will take the stage. This piece builds a
narrative around the history of Black burlesque in
America through a variety of performers including
our own local Golden Mystique. The revue will be
“femmeceed” by duo Kia Warren and Liza Colby who
will weave the story of American Black burlesque
through eight performers, each taking on a decade in
this historical burlesque journey.
Closing the series will be a staged reading of For
the Love of Jazz by playwright Raven Cassell,
another JAGFest alumni. First performed as a radio
play during JAG’s 2020 COVID-restricted festival,
this “jazzical” follows the story of a young woman
navigating life and love during the Harlem
Renaissance of the 1920s and 1930s. Green lauds
Cassell’s work, “She’s written this really beautiful
contemporary play that’s also rooted in classic
American theater.”
With this partnership in mind, where do the
intersection of baking and the performing arts lie?
“Baking, it’s a collective experience,” said Green.
“Baking allows for conversation and storytelling.
When I grew up, I was always in the kitchen with my
mom and my grandmother. I remember so vividly the
stories they used to tell as they would bake. Baking
just allows for folks to connect in a way that removes
boundaries because of this shared experience. I hope
that during the “Theatre on the Hill” series, people
will shop at King Arthur and then while they’re
making that meal, have an experience about the
work and what they saw and have conversations with
their families about some of the themes we engaged
with them on during the series.”
Green is incredibly enthusiastic about this work
and speaks of theater as he speaks of baking, focusing
on its ability to connect people. “I want to lead with
storytelling because that’s where we connect as
human beings,” said Green. “How do we tap into your
heart because that helps us be the change that we
want to see? And I think that’s the power of theater.”
Also evident is his deep love of Vermont and of
our community. “I love Vermont. I love the beauty of
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Rarely-seen behind-the-scenes: Stage construction in progress. Nearly ready for transport to the King Arthur hill. Above right: “Theatre on the Hill” will take place on the grassy hill outside King Arthur’s headquarters

“I want to lead with storytelling because that’s where we connect as human beings.” Jarvis Green
Vermont. I feel like [the Upper Valley] is a community
full of vibrant, community-driven folks.” Green is
looking forward to this series continuing JAG’s
relationship with the community and bringing new
faces into the mix who will want to become a part of
making this theater happen and join in helping
ensure this work becomes a part of our community
for years to come.
Green is also hoping that this is the first of much
community-based collaboration. King Arthur Baking
Company is not the only local group that has helped
bring this project to life.
This is truly a community project that has
involved collaboration from a number of well-known
local businesses such as Northern Stage, the Center
for Cartoon Studies, and an army of local volunteers.

“I think this series is going to speak to the power
of partnerships,” said Green. “We don’t have to live
in isolation about how we’re supporting each other’s
work. It doesn’t just have to be JAG doing this. It
takes all of us. I think it will be kind of an entry point
for people to lean in and say ‘yes, I like what you’re
doing, how can I support?’ I feel like there can be
some really cool partnerships and I hope that a big
institution like King Arthur gives people more
permission to lean in. I want to diversify what
partnership looks like.”
Overall, Green hopes that this series is “a reminder
that you can have the beauty of gathering again and
enjoying glorious theater that’s rooted in reminding us
of what happened and where we need to go. This is an
opportunity for hearts to mend and to come together.”

Fall 2021

What’s next from JAG? Green is optimistic to see
an outdoor summer series return in the future, and
this fall and winter, readers can catch more of JAG
at Juke Joint, JAG’s annual fundraising dinnertheater cabaret in November and at JAGFest 6.0 in
February 2022.
In the meantime, pull up a picnic blanket, cushion,
or any of the provided seating and come take in one
or more of the wonderful performances this August
and September at JAG and King Arthur Baking
Company’s “Theatre on the Hill.” See you there! n

Tickets are $25 and are available online at www.jagproductionsvt.
com/theatre-on-a-hill. Local food and beverage will be offered
beginning at 6:30pm and performances will begin at 8pm.
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A New Food Forest is Growing in Hartford
partners and staff from several town “Grow More, Waste Less,” says that a
complementary goal of the project is to
commissions and the parks and
he devastating effects of Hurricane
ultimately restore the riparian buffer
recreation department.
Irene are still felt in the Upper
Clifford Park was chosen because of along the White River that was
Valley however, at Clifford Park in
damaged by Hurricane Irene. “The
its proximity to surrounding
Hartford, a silt covered patch of ground
project serves two purposes: restoring
neighborhoods, and residents living in
left by the massive storm is soon to
the land and growing food. I love the
the area of the park are invited to
become a productive food forest. The
idea of a community space that is filled
participate in the design process and
Resilient Hartford Committee is collab- help create the vision for the food with food both for humans and the
orating with local soil and permaculture
forest by attending soil biodiversity, critters that will live there: the animals,
consultants and area residents to
permaculture, and design workshops. A birds and bugs.”
establish a community-managed space
One unique but important
soil test has been conducted, an area
teeming with healthy soil microbes and
component of a food forest is to honor
for the food forest selected, and the
a succession of medicinal herbs, native
design process has begun. In theory, the agricultural and land stewardship
fruit and nut trees, and home-grown
says Kye, food forests are self-sustaining. practices of the Abenaki people who
vegetables, all amidst a thriving forest. “The idea is that the food forest will be
came here before white settlers. A
low-maintenance because the ground working relationship with the Winter
Center for Indigenous Traditions in
covers, fruit, and vegetable plantings
support the health of the larger forest.” Norwich has inspired the group to
acknowledge that the project is located
Just what is a food forest? According
on the ancient grounds of the Wobitekw
to Chelsea Green Publishing’s
explanation of a new book The Odanak [White River Village] once
populated by members of the Abenaki
Community Food Forest Handbook, by
Nation, and collaboration with local
Catherine Bukowski and John
Native American residents is evolving.
Munsell, a food forest is an integrated
Community input has yielded
ecosystem that mimics plants that we
suggestions of fruits and vegetables to
see in nature while providing organic
food and connecting community the committee and consultants
including, peach trees, paw paws, and
members. Originally conceived to
Kye Cochran, Chair of the
persimmons, as well as raspberries,
address food security issues in urban
committee, explains the genesis of this
blackberries, and currants. Karen
settings, food forests are trending
project. “Resilient Hartford was formed
Ganey of Permaculture Solutions notes
across the country in communities
6 years ago in response to Hurricane
that the ecologically driven design will
large and small. One key feature of a
Irene to help the community respond
likely include culinary and medicinal
food forest is the ability of the plants
to future disasters. The idea of a food
herbs as well as locally cultivated
to support each other and change and
forest came about when Dylan Keiss, adapt over time, creating a long-term
hickory and butternut trees.
head of Parks Maintenance, suggested
sustainable land use that combines “Harnessing the power of the
a fruit orchard or similar food growing
community in the process is important.
forests, agriculture, and people.
initiative for areas in parks that were
The Resilient Hartford committee We want the food forest to be inclusive
underutilized.” In subsequent conver- has organized the project in phases, and accessible to all people, and to
sations, the Committee decided to
starting with soil building, followed by accommodate people with different
engage Cat Buxton, a soil health and
laying out the forest pathways, design interests including providing food and
composting consultant, and Karen
medicinal plants free for the picking.
and species selection, and finally an
Ganey, a Norwich-based permaculture
initial planting of fruit trees and It’s amazing how companion planting
consultant, to guide the process. The “guilds,” combinations of plants at the
creates a kind of reciprocity with many
committee is diverse and includes
different plants working together to
base of each tree that support the tree’s
residents along with several community
support each other,” says Karen.
individual ecosystem. Cat Buxton of
Cindy Heath

T
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-And more!

Trailers and seats
for the kids!
Reservations: 802.274.2277

w w w . V TB i keA ndB rew . co m
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“Thyme and strawberries planted at the
base of berry plants help retain
moisture and prevent weed competition,
and garlic chives can prevent certain
nematodes and pests, and provide
energy to root zones.”
Another aspect of the food forest is
the intersection of social justice,
climate change, and regenerative
agriculture. A new initiative involving
area high school students, Regeneration
Corps, has selected Clifford Park as one
of the sites that will be hosting students
from Thetford, Sharon, and South
Royalton, with Hartford students
possibly joining in future work parties.
Vermonters know a thing or two about
resilience, and the food forest is yet
another creative response to managing
the impacts of hurricanes, and
anything else that may come along. n

To learn more or get involved in the Hartford Food
Forest, contact Kye Cochran, chair of the Resilient
Hartford Committee at kye@uppervalleyfood.coop.
To donate wood chips, sawdust, corrugated
cardboard, compost, or manure to help build up
the food forest soil biomass, contact Matt Osborn,
Hartford town planner at 802-295-3075 or
mosborn@hartford-vt.org.

P EOP L E A ND PET S

“My humans must match my style,” says
Scofield. Held by his human in Quechee,
Dewey MacMillen

Chris Castell tending to his ladies, while Leo the lion overlooks.
Spotted outside their home on Spaulding Lane in Quechee

Jeff Thralls and Monique (3) visiting
Quechee from Omaha, Nebraska

LET’S SEE SO ME
FUR, FEATHERS, AND FINS!

Send photos of your
cute cats, precious pooches,
and fantastic farm animals to
pets.greatergoodmedia@gmail.com

Holly (14) Arya (1) and Kingston (9mo.) spotted on
the Quechee Greens with Randall Ries of Quechee

Jack is Quechee Times graphic designer
Julie Johnston’s favorite co-worker

Aileen Gleason with Teaghan (2), neighbor Derek
Roberts, Ollie (7), and Chelsea, on Coach Road

The Scotland House

Adult Day Care and Wellness

802-280-6080
8826 Woodstock Road, Quechee
info@scotlandhousevt.org

“I have no time to myself anymore.”
“Social isolation is harder than people think
with someone who has Dementia.”
We’re ready to help you both
We’re Scotland House, We Share the Care

www.scotlandhousevt.org
Fall 2021
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Q U E CHEE L IBRARY N EWS

A Telescope & More New Offerings
Kate Shaal

T

o drink in as much of the outdoors
as possible and to keep on learning,
enjoy Quechee Library’s new offerings
ranging from the summer forest
exploration to a new story walk, to the
marvelous Orion telescope now
available for borrowing by patrons.
The telescope is sturdy and portable
and set up with helpful instructions

and extra items from the Vermont
Astronomical Society. If you’d like
some in-person assistance before
borrowing, ask for a short appointment
with Rhys Morris. Trustee/astronomer
Brian Chaboyer suggests this site for
excellent advice on what to look for on
any given night: www.skyandtelescope.
org/observing/sky-at-a-glance.
Not sure if your firewood is dry
enough for the oncoming winter?
Johnathan Fancher looks over the library’s brand new Orion telescope, now available for patrons to borrow.

Teegan Fallon celebrates receiving her own library card with mom Erica and siblings Jack, Wayland and August
as the family fills in their summer reading contracts.

Borrow our wood moisture meter. Need
a dolly? Extra games for the relatives’
visit? Let us know if there are other
items that make sense for the library
community to share. From the installation of the solar panels years ago, we
have kept sustainability in focus. It was
again kept in mind with the uses made
of the American Recovery Program
Act grant funds coming here this fall
that will include new wood computer
chairs made by a local company,
Pompanoosic Mills, additional
scanning capabilities, and more.

As always, the Quechee/Wilder
Libraries will participate in the
Vermont Humanities Council’s
statewide community reading of one
title. The 2021 title, We Contain
Multitudes, is a book containing many
strands, including economic disparities,
domestic violence, bullying, and
coming of age and coming out. Our
library’s planned programs include a
look at Walt Whitman and Prince
(key to the letter writing that goes on
between the two teenage characters), a
display and talk about letter writing of

Q U E C HE E C HU R C H
Connecting with God
and with One Another

Y

ou are invited to visit us at The Quechee
Church! We meet every Sunday at 9am, and
welcome the entire community to experience
Christ-centered, applicable Biblical messages, a
vibrant mix of old and new music, and a friendly
atmosphere. Join us and find a diversity of
people, young and old, married and single,
families and young couples, committed believers
and spiritual seekers all working to grow in their
understanding of Christ and their service to others!  Our summer services
take place outside, behind the building. If you would like to join us, please
consult our website for more information as we continue to adapt. You may
also make use of our resources online, including our Home Worship Guide,
which is updated each week with a new sermon, songs, and readings. Visit
www.quecheechurch.org/home/guide-for-home-worship.
Partnering with The Quechee Church
We are thankful for all of the assistance we have received in repairing and
restoring the church facility! If you would like to give to our benevolence
work or to the ongoing renovations, please visit our website at www.
quecheechurch.org/home/give. All gifts are tax deductible.
To learn more about The Quechee Church, please visit us online at
www.quecheechurch.org or contact us at quecheechurch@gmail.com. n

The Quechee Church
1905 Quechee Main Street | P.O. Box 513
Quechee, Vermont 05059
www.quecheechurch.org | quecheechurch@gmail.com
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the past – and the future, and a
December book discussion where we
will be joined by Caroline Cassell, a
sophomore at Bates College. Even
more than past selections, this novel is
one that is ripe for multi-generational
conversation about different attitudes
for different times and different
solutions perhaps two long standing
issues.
In June, the library received a
White River Rotary Grant to purchase
a new camera to improve our
capabilities for hybrid book discussions.
Early on in the pandemic Assistant
Librarian Marieke Sperry figured out
how to offer our monthly discussions
in a way that allows people to be
present downstairs at the library while
others are Zooming in from home. The
new camera has greater spanning
abilities and will improve the
experience.  
Of those monthly discussion groups,
the Monday Mystery group has
changed to meeting the first Tuesday
of each month, still at 4pm. The sci-fi
group stays on the last Monday of each
month, meeting at 6pm. The Historical
Fiction group is on a brief hiatus (back
November 14 with The Dictionary of
Lost Words) to allow a focus on the
America the Violent series created by
the Quechee Library with scholar

FEEL THE

Suzanne Brown for the Vermont
Humanities Council. Copies of The
Rope for the September 21 VHC
discussion and Ox-Bow Incident for the
November 16 discussion are available
for borrowing. New participants are
always welcome at all the discussions.
The brief annual meeting of the
Friends of the Quechee Library was
held in June at the gazebo just prior to
their sponsorship of an outdoor
children’s program. It was a time to
remember and speak fondly of past
office holders who had just died:
secretary Joan Baret and former
president Virginia Von Heill. It is years
of service such as theirs (as well as
their distinctive personalities) that has
made our library the community
resource it is. The Friends re-elected Jo
Allsopp and Ann DeLoach as co-presidents, Carol Heavisides as
vice-president. Marsha Autilio as
treasurer. Meg Schmidt was elected
secretary to take over for her good
friend and neighbor, Joan. n

See www.quecheelibrary.org to stay abreast of
programs and services and also to enjoy the considerable options available for downloading books
and streaming films. Follow us on social media in
order not to miss out on new opportunities.

A M E R IC A N PR E C IS I ON M U S E U M
Made by Hand to Made by Machine:
New Exhibit for 2021

I

n the year 1800, American
gunsmiths still made firearms
almost entirely with hand tools,
using only the most basic machines
and performing literally hundreds of
operations using tools like bearing
scrapers, augur bits, and gouges.
Parts were made to fit each other
on an individual rifle. Even within
a particular rifle, screws would only
fit in their assigned hole. This
meant that if something failed, only
a gunsmith could fix it.
But by 1845, the US
Government was soliciting bids to
build rifles with interchangeable
parts to eliminate this problem.
In Windsor, Vermont, gunsmith
Nicanor Kendall, his assistant
Richard Lawrence, and financier
Samuel Robbins bid on the

government contract. Two years
later, the state of the art Robbins &
Lawrence armory – the building
that would later house the
American Precision Museum – was
complete. Using machine tools
powered by belts and pulleys, which
were, in turn, powered by water,
eliminated many of these manual
operations and created consistent,
accurate parts and rifles. n

American Precision Museum
802-674-5781
apm@americanprecision.org

DIFFERENCE

YOUR LOCAL HEATING, COOLING, & PLUMBING EXPERTS

(802) 295-0000

WWW.COTAOIL.COM
Fall 2021
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The Quest for “Wow”

W

hen I was presented with the opportunity to redecorate the lobby of the
Quechee Club, I was honored and excited at the same time.
The House Committee charged me with the task of making the Lobby look

updated and it had to be appealing to multiple generations. I wanted to create a
“WOW” factor the minute people walked through the front door. It is, after all,
the first impression visitors will have of the Quechee Club. I wanted to incorporate
more seating, but it had to be comfortable, functional and durable. While I know
it is impossible to please every member of the club, I sincerely considered how the
Lobby was going to be used by all our members. I wanted some pieces to look edgy
and cool, and others to be plush and comfortable. I chose mostly tight back
cushions so they would not lose their shape over time nor need a lot of
maintenance. I also knew the artwork was going to make the greatest impact. I
selected the large scale horse artwork to go above the mantle. My intention was
to draw the eye up towards the ceiling so guests would get
a view of the beams and the grand scale of our lobby.
My favorite thing is the men scaling one of the
vertical beams as you walk through the entrance.
They are not obvious at first, but when someone
finally spots them, I am sure it brings a smile to their
face. It’s those little details that can make all the
difference. I hope
our members enjoy
the new lobby and
have opportunities
to sit with friends
and family in front
of a fire before or
after an excellent
meal at Davidson’s
for many years to Michelle Coppolo, owner
come. n

Darby Road HOME • 1395 Main Street • Waltham, MA 02451 • 781-899-6900 • DarbyRoad.com

M EM OR Y L AN E

This Walk Down Memory Lane
Is Sponsored By TerraceCommunities.com

Please call Gretchen Stoddard at (802)
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457-2228

Valley Terrace, 2820 Christian St., White River Jct., VT 05001 Wilder, VT, by Norwich, (802) 280-1910
Wheelock Terrace, 32 Buck Road, Hanover, NH 03755, (603) 643-7290
Woodstock Terrace, 456 Woodstock Road, Woodstock, VT 05091, (802) 457-2228
Fall 2021
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Sandra
Dell

Richard
Read

Quechee Office

6845 Woodstock Rd (Route 4) Quechee, VT

Phone: (802) 295-1160

Sandy
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Sheeler

Stop By or Call Today!
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Charles
Trask

Lee
Kauffman

Hanover Office

Mike
Paino

Mark
Roden

Sales Director

Brittany
George
Business
Support

3 Lebanon St #6, Hanover, NH

Phone: (603) 653-8490

Groceries-2-Go
Order Your Groceries Online and
Pick Them Up Curbside for FREE!
Members, our popular curbside pickup program
is easy and convenient. Shop and pay online.
More than 11,000 products with more products
added weekly!

Learn More at coopfoodstore.coop/groceries-2-go
Or Call (603) 643-2667.

Hanover & Lebanon Curbside Hours: Tue—Sat, 9 am–6 pm
Co-op Market Curbside Hours: Mon—Fri, 11 am–6 pm
Fall 2021

Page 27

In the Pursuit of Excellence
Under Contract in 6 Days!

Under Contract in 7 Days!

487 Royall Tyler Road, Quechee, VT | $975,000 | MLS# 4863375

170 Thorn Apple Lane, Quechee, VT | Listed at $595,000 | Closed at $672,000 | MLS# 4865765

Audrey Micca | C: 207.205.2893 | Diana O’Leary | C: 802.291.3575

Derek Cosentino | C: 802.369.0268 | Diana O’Leary | C: 802.291.3575

Under Contract in 4 Days!

1893 Willard Road #5250, Quechee, VT | $599,000 | MLS# 4871530

Non-MLS Sale Closed!*

Under Contract!

373 Newton Lane, Quechee, VT
$475,000 | MLS# 4875798
Audrey Micca | C: 207.205.2893

959 Safford Road, Quechee, VT
$425,000 | MLS# 4862100
Derek Cosentino | C: 802.369.0268

Audrey Micca | C: 207.205.2893

Closed!

Under Contract!

Under Contract!

2010 Quechee Main Street, Quechee, VT
$325,000 | MLS# 4867948
Derek Cosentino | C: 802.369.0268

807 Murphys Road #6E, Quechee, VT
$219,000 | MLS# 4868682
Audrey Micca | C: 207.205.2893

783 East Woodstock Road, Woodstock, VT
$309,000 | MLS# 4875801
Audrey Micca | C: 207.205.2893

Non-MLS Sale Closed!*
70 Morgan Road, Quechee, VT
Listed at $325,000 | Closed at $350,000 | MLS# 4865228

Derek Cosentino | C: 802.369.0268
Audrey Micca | C: 207.205.2893

We create transactions matching our clients’ needs:
• Superb vetting practices and deep community connections
• Public listings maximizing value through proprietary preparation and presentation
• Market intelligence, match making prowess, and creativity

If you’re looking for a consulting environment we’re here to serve you!

D i ana O’ Lear y
C: 802.291.3575

Derek Cosentino
C: 802.369.0268

Audrey M i cca
C: 207.205.2893

Our Market Intelligence goes beyond Quechee, Vermont!

Transactional Towns: Quechee, Woodstock, Hanover, Orford, Weathersfield, Tunbridge, Barnard, White River Junction, Ludlow, Winhall, Wells, Stratton, Warren, Chester, Grafton, Lebanon, Killington, Warren, and Bellows Falls.
*All transactions are done in accordance with VAR/NEREN clear cooporation.

H anover: O: 603.643.6070 | Fou rSea sonsSIR .com

17 1/2 Lebanon St, Hanover, NH 03755 | Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

Substantially Raise
Your Rental Revenue
Driven by Technology
The Upper Valley’s Largest Vacation Rental Company!

Derek Cosentino

Mike Paino

Bethany White Kimberly Hampton

Lee Kauffman

Tim Collins

We’ve Moved! 802-295-9500 | 176 Waterman Hill Rd, Quechee, VT 05059

Contact us for a property
review and projections!
Dedicated Team Concentrating on Reservations,
Covid Cleanings, Distribution Channels,
Concierge Services, and Property Management.

www.CarefreeQuecheeVacations.com

