
Frank Orlowski

Despite the influx of businesses and organizations devoted to the arts, the prevalence of 
good restaurants, and the interesting happenings occurring in the town, White River 
Junction, Vermont, was first a major railroad center for Northern New England. After 

the Civil War, when the growing dependence on railroads spurred a rail boom around the nation, 
White River Junction 
emerged as an important rail 
hub. Several rail lines, and 
rail companies found the 
town a critical junction for 
their services. Many of these 
rail lines extended hundreds 
of miles in all directions from 
White River Junction 
making it a connector to the 
major cities in the region. 
One local rail line, dwarfed 
in size by the major railways, 
p r o v e d  a n  e s s e n t i a l 
component to the Upper 
Valley. The Woodstock 

An Important Part of  
Historic Railroad Line

Pam Vernon

Paul Marinelli, the new President of the Quechee Lakes 
Landowners’ Association (QLLA) Board of Trustees, 
describes himself as a guy who likes to stay in the 

background – the internal guy. He has owned several businesses 
and has even been called a “serial entrepreneur,” a label which 
he denies. He does agree, however, that he’s pretty good at 
seeing, “What needs to be done to make something work.” 

Continued on page 26

Continued on page 6

QLLA’s New
Board President

Unicorn: Celebrating 40 Years  
of the ‘Sublime to the Ridiculous’ 

Continued on page 10

Molly O’Hara

In 1972, Jeffrey Kahn 
moved from Pennsylvania 
to Vermont with 30 friends 

and formed a commune in 
Sharon. After leaving and 
moving to Woodstock, he 
tried carpentry and an herbal 
toothpaste business, but 
nothing felt right until he 
had the idea to open what is 
now one of the best-known 
stores in Woodstock. 
Unicorn, located on Main 
Street, opened in December 
1978 and has been splendidly 
eclectic from the start. This 
year, Unicorn is celebrating 
its 40-year anniversary, and 
Jeffrey is thrilled. 

Jeffrey had one main focus 
when he opened the store: 
everything from the “sublime 
to the ridiculous” must be 

Edward, Finn, Kim, Marilyn, and PaulUnicorn  founder Jeffrey Kahn still having a blast after all these years.
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The engine A.G. Dewey, named after the railroad’s early president and 
owner of Quechee’s Dewey Mills

P
ho

to
s 

co
ur

te
sy

 o
f 

F
ra

nk
 J

. B
ar

re
tt



Hanover, NH 
603-643-3727 

gilberteinteriors.com

Cheryl Boghosian 
Interior Designer, ASID

Visit our extensive 
home furnishings 

showroom for great 
holiday gifts.

Inspiring Design
Interior Design  ■   Custom Fabrication  ■   Renovations

HOLIDAYS MADE EASY
This season, give the gift they’ll love best – delicious homemade sweets 
and treats. We have everything you need for holiday gift baking, from 
cookie cutters and quality mixes, to festive bake-and-give paper pans 

for cakes, bread, and more. Stock your pantry with the premium 
ingredients you need for your very best seasonal baking: imported 

chocolates, sugar decorations, and artisan vanillas. 

Let us help you bake up the happiest of holidays.

135 Rt. 5 South, Norwich, VT  |  802 649 3361 
KingArthurFlour.com/visit 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF THE QUECHEE LIBRARY

Derek Cosentino
c. 802.369.0268

derekcosentino@masiello.com1996 Quechee Main Street · PO Box 258 · QUECHEE, VT  05059 · 802-295-1160 · www.masiello.com 

This edition of A Day in the Life is proudly sponsored by Derek Cosentino, 
Sales Director at Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate – The Masiello Group

Everything we do is designed so that our customers 
experience quality throughout our entire real estate relationship. 

We will ensure that your expectations are exceeded.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF THE QUECHEE LIBRARY

A Space for Curious Minds of All Ages
Photos & Text by Lars Blackmore

Here, you may find guides on 
voting, on taxes, on cemetery 
research. Board games and 

puzzles, paperbacks and stamp cata-
logs. A vault full of DVDs and books 
on tape. A newspaper nook straight 
out of a Manhattan Gentleman’s 
club. Countless cozy corners with 
comfy chairs and dimmed lighting. 
A communal living room where the 
Mystery book club dissects its latest 
victim; carefully, lovingly scrutinizing 
the prose, the plot, and the premise. 

So, moms with kids come. Au pairs 
with heavy accents come. Kids with 
friends and sturdy backpacks come. 
Diligent  students do homework and 
research, while delinquent students 
check phones and play computer 
games. All attended to by friendly 
librarians who give them space and 
privacy and the occasional smile, and 
who know the sequence of the Star 
Wars prequels by heart. These are not 
book worms, they’re knowledge pros. 

Sure, there’s free wifi, but for the 
teens and tweens draped across the 
couches in the young adult section, it 
seems a place to deliberately discon-
nect from the world, if only briefly, 
and instead become thoroughly 
engrossed in a good read. 

Yes, even in this era of the virtual and 
digital, good ol’ books are every-
where, if in part merely to reinforce 
the familiar library theme. But as a 
physical presence the library offers 
anyone of any age peace and quiet, 
food for thought, and a setting in 
which to stretch out and relax or ex-
ercise the mind however one sees fit.

In here, for as long as you wish, you 
are free to slow down and think, 
and just “be” —inspired, informed, 
 entertained; instead of perpetually 
distracted like in the hectic world 
outside. 

A Space for Curious Minds of All Ages
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I don’t usually say this, but I am looking forward to this winter season, anything 
to stop this string of rainy weekends. Many of our neighbors have headed south 
to enjoy the winter in a warmer climate while others are counting down the 

days on the calendar so they can spend the winter skiing, snowshoeing, 
snowmobiling, or just snuggling up next to a warm fire with a good book. 

This is also the time of year that many of us anticipate spending the holidays 
with our families and friends, but for others that are struggling, instead it’s a time 
to worry about how to heat their homes, buy gifts and food for holiday celebrations, 
and how to fill the hours when they are alone.

To help those in need, please consider one of the many organizations in the 
Upper Valley – or in your hometown – to donate food, clothing, money, or time 
during this holiday season. Here are just a few of the many organizations in the 
Upper Valley helping those in need during the holidays and throughout the year:

Cover Home Repair: Volunteers help low-income homeowners – many are 
elderly or disabled – with needed home repairs. Programs include home repair, 
weatherization, and the ReCover Store. www.coverhomerepair.org/about-cover-2

Good Neighbor Health Clinic & Red Logan Dental: Provides free dental and 
medical care to low-income adults in the UV. www.goodneighborhealthclinic.org

Friends of Veterans: Serves veterans and their families this organization assists 
veterans and their families who reside in New Hampshire or Vermont and are in 
danger of becoming homeless. www.fovvtnh.org

Hartford/Norwich Holiday Basket Helpers: Provides area children with 
holiday gifts, food gift cards to help with holiday dinners, and fruit baskets for 
seniors. www.holidaybasketsvt.org

Listen Community Services: Serves the children, seniors, individuals, and 
families with warm meals, fuel, holiday presents for children, and life-skill 
education for children. www.listencommunityservices.org

Lucy McKenzie Humane Society: Serves many communities in Windsor 
County, Vermont, and the Upper Connecticut River Valley of Vermont and New 
Hampshire, to provide shelter and placement for animals, and education for 
people. www.lucymac.org

Upper Valley Haven: For more than 30 years the Haven has provided 
temporary shelter and educational programming for homeless families and adults, 
as well as food and clothing to anyone in need. www.uppervalleyhaven.org

Upper Valley Humane Society: For over 50 years UVHS has provided services 
to animals and people across New Hampshire and Vermont. www.uvhs.org

And, in this edition, you’ll find stories of the people, businesses, events, and 
history that make Quechee so special. And we could use some help finding more 
of these stories. If you have someone you’d like us to profile, share an adventure 
that you’ve taken, or a photo of you, your pet or family enjoying Quechee send me 
an email at editor@quecheetimes.com. I’d love to hear from you!

Happy Holidays!
Anne

EDITOR’S NOTE

Anne Clemens
Lars Blackmore

Michelle Dougherty 

Ron Dull
Darby Laine

Molly O’Hara

Frank Orlowski
Kate Schaal 
Pam Vermon

Ruth Sylvester
Isabel Weatherdon

is published quarterly by
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CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

(802) 295-0000
8 BARNES AVENUE.,WHITE RIVER JCT

Your hometown heating experts - we can help!

24HR SERVICE

PROPANE GAS  ◆  BIO-BLENDED HEATING OIL      
HOME COMFORT MONITORING  ◆  PLUMBING

FEEL THE                 DIFFERENCE

CHILL IN THE AIR
  Are you ready for winter?
  Is your home prepared?

CHILL IN THE AIR
  Are you ready for winter?
  Is your home prepared?



The Quechee Times Holiday 2018 Page 5

Out Of This World Gifts
Beautiful Jewelry • Fine Crafts

Unusual Pocket Knives • Ingenious Presents

Monday – Friday 9:30 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday 9:30 am – 5:30 pm
Sunday 10:00 am – 4:30 pm

www.unicornvt.com
C E L E B R A T I N G  4 0  Y E A R S

15 Central Street
Woodstock, Vermont
(802) 457-2480

GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN WOODSTOCK
,

est. 1976 | open daily | lunch | dinner | cocktails | live music | dancing 
central and elm | woodstock, vt | www.bentleysrestaurant.com

spectacular 
new year’s eve celebration

The Best Party In The Upper Valley!
Two Incredible Dinner Seatings

Giant High-Def Videotheque, Dancing, 
Champagne Toast, Confetti Drop & Much More!

802.457.3232

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS!

gift cards | holiday parties | merriment 

QT_Dec2015.indd   1 11/5/18   12:07 PM

Isabel Weatherdon

Flowers, Festivities and the Environment 

The Quechee Garden Club is one of the only garden 
clubs in the area that offers activities for members all 
year round. In the summer, there are field trips and 

town gardens to take care of – this year the gardens were 
spectacular. “Garden Hats” off to each and every one of 
those members, for their dedication and time to helping to 
make Quechee the picturesque village that it is. Liz and 
Dave Duval generously hosted a fundraiser at their home on 
Quechee Main Street, attended by Club members, spouses, 
family and friends, and a good time was had by all. 

December is the month for festivities, and the Club has 
a full schedule with the members enjoying the annual 
miniature boxwood tree making and decorating workshop. 
Members will also meet to make and decorate sprays and 
wreaths, and proceed to festoon town signposts, the library, 
the post office and the covered bridge with their handiwork. 
There is no place more festive looking than Quechee in 
December. 

The Quechee Garden Club Holiday Tea is a special 
event for members hosted by the Garden Club’s Executive 
Board. Members decorate the tables according to a 
theme, and this year it’s “An International Holiday 
Celebration.” This event is one of the happiest social events of the club’s 
calendar.  

The Garden Club is also talking about serious issues, one being the 
environment. In October, the Club hosted Alison Clarkson, one of three 

Vermont State Senators representing Windsor County, 
which includes the village of Quechee. Clarkson serves on 
the Senate Legislative Climate Caucus and spoke about, 
“Climate Change and Our Vermont Gardens,” explaining 
how climate change affects our lives in Vermont and the 
challenges and opportunities it presents.

In January of 2019, Kerry Doyle from the Vermont Land 
Trust will discuss, “The Dynamic River,” and the critical 
role that rivers play in our ecological health. She will 
discuss the ecosystem functions of healthy rivers, including 
our own Ottauquechee River and the work being done 
across the state of Vermont to protect our rivers.

Here as some of the club’s upcoming activities:
Tuesday, December 4 – Holiday Workshop: 
Making & Decorating Miniature Boxwood Trees 
(members only) 
Thursday, December 6 – Village Greens 
Workshop: Decorating Quechee Village with wreaths 
swags and sprays (members, family, and friends)
Thursday, December 13 – Holiday Tea hosted by 
the Executive Committee (members only)
Thursday, January 10 – “The Dynamic River” with 
Kerry Doyle (open to guests)
January (TBA) – “There’s Beauty Poking Through the 
Snow: A Walk About with Ginny” (members only) 

Thursday, February 7 – Savage Hart Sheep Farm, with Peggy Allen 
(open to guests)

If you’re interested in learning more about the Quechee Garden Club or 
joining, email: quecheegardenclub@gmail.com. n

QUECHEE GARDEN CLUB

Dave and Liz Duval with friends

Hanging Holiday Greens with Cindy 
Kellogg and Debbie Bernal
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GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN WOODSTOCK

506 On �e River Inn is a 45 room 
family-run boutique hotel on the 
banks of the O�auquchee River.
Conveniently located just a few 

minutes from the picture-book village 
of Woodstock, named as one of the 

pre�iest towns in America.

Phone: (802) 457-5000
Email:reservations@ontheriverwoodstock.com

www.ontheriverwoodstock.com

�e 506 Bistro 
and Bar serves a 
seasonal menu 

featuring Vermont 
highlights.

Railroad, stretching roughly 14 miles 
from White River Junction to 
Woodstock and running directly through 
Quechee remains a special part of the 
rail history of the Upper Valley. 

In his book, Over The Hills To 
Woodstock (Stephen Greene Press, 
1967), author Edgar Mead Jr. lays out the 
history of the local railway, from its 
tenuous beginnings, through its years of 
financial success, to its final demise 
during the Great Depression. As with so 
many of the area railways, the Woodstock 
line got its start in the post-Civil War 
period. As railways opened up freight and 
passenger movement in the Upper Valley 
region, local businesspeople, farmers, and 
townsfolk in Woodstock and Hartford felt a 
local line serving these towns (including 
Quechee) would provide an economic boost 
to the region.

Building the railroad
A local rail historian who is familiar with 

rail activity in the Upper Valley, Chris 
McKinley, says actual construction work got 
underway on the Woodstock Railroad in the 
late 1860s. Before construction, much work 
was done forming a rail corporation and raising funds for the project. Local mill 
owners, farmers, and townspeople all purchased shares in the new rail company, 
and the town of Woodstock contributed a substantial amount in the project. 

Engineers determined the course of the 
track, which took it over Hurricane Hill, 
Shallies Hill (which proved to be the 
steepest grade on the line and required 
the most rock and dirt displacement), 
and over the Quechee Gorge, a 
formidable obstacle.

Grading and creation of the rail bed 
commenced in 1868, but in early 1870, 
work stopped the result of a regional, 
national, and international economic 
slowdown, which turned into a 
depression. More money was needed to 
continue the project, but raising these 
funds during this time was difficult. 

Finally, by 1874, work was able to resume on 
the railroad. In the spring of 1875, the first 
section of actual rail was laid, and the finished 
product was well within sight.

Constructing the trestle bridge 
over the Quechee Gorge

One major project was still required, and 
that was the building of the trestle bridge over 
the Quechee Gorge. Though some elements 
of the bridge foundation were constructed 
years earlier, the bridge itself needed to be 
assembled, which happened in the summer of 
1875. Surprisingly, the bridge went up in just 

a few weeks time. Noted area railroad historian Jay Barrett says the process 
went quickly because the bridge was prefabricated before being installed. The 
bridge was wooden, though iron connectors were used to add to its strength.

RAILWAY – continued from page 1

The locomotive J.G. Porter, on of the Woodstock Railway’s engines
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GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN WOODSTOCK

Once the bridge was up, the wood-burning locomotive Winooski was brought 
on site to test the bridge. In his book, Edgar Mead wrote that the testing of the 
bridge turned out to be quite a spectacle, with crowds of local folks gathering to 
watch the engine pass over the newly constructed bridge. 

On September 29, 1875, the first train ran the entire distance of the railway, 
from White River to Woodstock.

Railway brings prosperity to local businesses
The Woodstock Railroad proved a boon to the 

businesses along its route. Farm products, including wool, 
livestock, and timber made their way in the freight cars. 
Mills along the route, particularly Dewey’s Mills in 
Quechee, saw business grow dramatically. Not surprisingly, 
the Dewey family was involved heavily in the railroad, 
with Mr. A. G. Dewey serving as the railroad’s president 
for several years. Two of the engines that regularly hauled 
freight and passengers on the rail line were even named 
after him.

Another well-known local business mogul, Woodstock’s 
Frederick Billings, also served as railroad president, until his 
death in 1890. Afterward, his brother, Frank, became 
president. Frederick Billings established Billings Farm in 
Woodstock, which today The Woodstock Foundation 
operates, and is open to the public.

The year 1890 also brought about a restructuring of the 
rail company, and at this time, McKinley says the company 
name changed from the Woodstock Railroad to the 
Woodstock Railway. During this period, upgrading the equipment on the rail line 
became necessary. Newer, heavier engines and cars were needed to keep up with 
the technological changes occurring in the industry, and the older iron rails 
needed to be upgraded to steel. Despite these extensive capital outlays, the 
railroad was financially stable into the 20th century.

Woodstock Railway transports goods and passengers
Though transporting goods to and from mills such as Dewey’s Mills was 

important to the railway, so was transporting passengers. Barrett points out that 
rail lines in New England, such as the Woodstock Railway, opened up the region 
to tourists from the cities, and grew towns such as Woodstock into resort 
destinations. Resorts such as the Woodstock Inn sprang up to cater to the 
tourists coming to the region.

As mentioned, trains and equipment were upgraded to meet the needs of 
business clients and passengers, as was one very critical 
element of the Woodstock Railway – the Quechee Gorge 
Bridge. By the mid part of the first decade of the 1900s, the 
heavier trains, and heavier loads, were taking a toll on the 
bridge. Engineers hired to assess the bridge’s structural 
integrity reported back that the 30+-year-old structure had 
problems. At first, the wooden structure was strengthened, 
but by 1911, the railway made the correct decision to 
replace the bridge, averting potential disaster (in fact, 
during the 58 years of operation, there were 0 deaths from 
accidents on the line). The steel bridge over the Quechee 
Gorge, erected in 1911 and still standing today, cost 
$26,000 at the time of construction.

The remaining days for the Woodstock Railway were 
numbered by the late 1910s, however. Barrett says 1916 
was a pivotal year for railroads. That year marked the apex 
of rail track mileage in the country, and was also the year 
that saw strong increases in auto production for everyday 

folks (particularly Ford’s Model T), and the year Congress authorized a spending 
bill to increase road construction.

The 1920s saw a drop in traffic, both passenger and freight, for the Woodstock 
Railway. Declining revenues were accompanied by increasing needs for service 

MAKE THE TIME TO GET OUTSIDE

Continued on page 8

Building the first trestle bridge over the 
Quechee Gorge
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GOOD THINGS IN WOODSTOCK

Hartford VT Polar Express – 12th Anniversary
December 8 and 19
The Rotary Club of White River once again brings the magic of the North Pole 
to the Upper Valley. Children of all ages are invited to come enjoy listening to 
The Polar Express by Chris VanAllsburg, sing holiday songs, enjoy hot 
chocolate and a cookie. Santa will be there to greet each child, and give him 
or her The Polar Express Bell. For more information and to purchase your 
tickets visit: www.hartfordvtpolarexpress.com.

and repairs. The great flooding that hit the Upper Valley in 1927 took a toll on 
the rail line. Then in 1929, the Great Depression began.

The end of the Woodstock Railway
In 1932, Railway stockholders voted to sell the rail right-of-way to Vermont, 

for the building of a new road, Route 4. The final train run on the Woodstock 
Railway was on April 15, 1933, and Edgar Mead states in his book that 350 
tickets were sold for that last ride.

Not much remains of the Woodstock Railway. McKinley says there are still 
a few spots where remnants of the old rail line exist, though most of the line is 
under the pavement of Route 4. The Woodstock Historical Center does have 
antiques and artifacts from the railroad in its collection, he adds. Of the six rail 
stations that served the railroad, only the station on Pleasant St. in Woodstock, 
and its nearby freight house remain, says Barrett. 

Interested in reading more about this historic local railroad? Though Edgar 
Mead’s book is out of print, you can find a copy at the Quechee Library, or 
possibly online through used book dealers. Jay Barrett’s book Woodstock (Arcadia 
Publishing), part of the Images of America series, is available at the Yankee 
Bookshop in Woodstock and includes a chapter on the Woodstock Railroad. n

RAILWAY – continued from page 7

The Yankee Bookshop 
Vermont’s Longest Running  

Independent Bookstore, since 1935 

 Books, Vinyl, Cards & Gifts  

12 Central Street 
Woodstock VT 05091 
802.457.2411  

www.yankeebookshop.com 

E L L A W AY 
…personalized care for you and your home

802.457.1040
EllawayGroup.com

ELL AWAY ʼS ATTIC
Selective Consignment

CONNECTED- AT -HOME
Retirement Services

ELLAWAY 
PROPERTY SERVICES

Vermontʼs premier management 
and concierge team for fine homes; 

since 1999, managing all 
services and projects 

to the highest standard

FINE FRAMING IS AN ART IN ITSELF

Downtown White River Jct.
55 South Main Street

(802) 296-2121
www.junctionframeshop.com

Celebrating33 Years

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMES
READY-MADE FRAMES

PHOTO FRAMES

www.scotlandhousevt.org

The Scotland House
Adult Day Health

and Wellness

802-280-6080
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Join Us at The Quechee Church
Worship services at The Quechee Church take place every Sunday at 

9am. They are open to the entire community, and are marked by 
God-centered, applicable Biblical messages, a vibrant mix of old and new 
Christ-centered music, and a friendly atmosphere. Join us and find a diversity 
of people, young and old, married and single, families and young couples, 
committed believers and spiritual seekers all working to grow in their 
understanding of Christ and their service to others!

Also, mark your calendars for our Christmas Eve services on December 
24th! You will find more information about these upcoming services at www.
quecheechurch.org/home/event/christmas-eve.

Ongoing Steeple Renovations
We are continuing to update the building in a number of ways, and are 

seeing significant progress with the steeple, in particular. We look forward to 
seeing this significant structure and historic symbol fully repaired! However, 
as with any project of this magnitude, we cannot do it alone. If you would like 
to give towards the steeple renovations, please visit our website at www.
quecheechurch.org/home/give. All gifts are tax deductible.

To learn more about The Quechee Church, please visit us online at www.
quecheechurch.org or contact us at quecheechurch@gmail.com. n 

1905 Quechee Main Street | P.O. Box 513 | Quechee, VT 05059

QUECHEE CHURCHAROUND TOWN
5th Annual Quechee Artisan Fair 
Friday, November 23 1-6pm and Saturday, 
November 24 10am-4pm

The Crafty Ladies of the 
Upper Valley in 
partnership with the 

Quechee Club once again 
presents an upscale craft fair 
with local Artisans, demos, and 
more. This event is free to the 
public with complimentary parking. 
This is an excellent opportunity to get a 
start on your holiday shopping! Local vendors will be selling fine arts, 
jewelry, woodworking, wearables, bags and totes, hand-blown glass, 
lotions and salves, food products, knitted/crocheted items, and other 
handmade items. A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Family 
Place in Norwich. 

Hartford-Norwich Holiday Basket Helpers

The Hartford-Norwich Holiday Basket Helpers provide support for 
families, seniors, and individuals in need during the holiday 
season by seeking donations and sponsors to buy presents for 

children whose families may have trouble purchasing gifts, and donations 
to create food baskets for seniors and individuals who may otherwise be 
forgotten.

Each fall, Hartford-Norwich Holiday Basket Helpers receive referrals 
of children from schools, religious, and other community groups from the 
towns of Hartford and Norwich, VT. Parents make requests for clothing 
and toys that their children would enjoy. A volunteer sponsor then makes 
the tax-deductible purchases, which Hartford-Norwich Holiday Basket 
Helpers organize and distribute to the families.

Thanks to the generosity of donors, the organization is also able to 
provide a grocery food card to each family. Sponsored seniors receive a 
basket filled with non-perishable canned fruit, collected by the Hartford 
and Norwich elementary schools and a church youth group each 
November. The baskets also include a grocery food card so they can enjoy 
a holiday meal. Youth groups assemble the baskets and volunteers deliver 
them on distribution day. 

To sign up to be a family sponsor, make a financial donation, volunteer, 
or to learn more about this all-volunteer group, please visit www.holiday-
basketsvt.org. n

Handcrafted Holiday
Gift Sets now available

First Friday Festivities
include live music and refreshments

Nov 2, 6-8pm
Doug Masury, fiber artist &

Live Music by Jennifer Curtin

Dec 7, 6-8pm
Matthew Sargeant's

"Photographic Vision" exhibit

Dec 14, 6-8pm
Second Friday

Opening Reception for Emerging Artist
Becky Coburn

Mention the secret word "sugarplum"
for 10% off your purchase Nov 17- Dec 23, 2018.

New work by more than

150 artists and artisans from

VT and NH, with a focus on

fine art that inspires

and craft that is both

functional and beautiful.

49 South Main Street, White River Junction, VT 05001
www.longrivergallery.com

Tuesday - Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM
Sundays 11 AM - 3 PM
First Fridays until 8 PM

LONG RIVER GALLERYHOLIDAY GIFT WORKSHOPS

FOR THE FULL WORKSHOP LIST VISIT

ARTISTREEVT.ORG
2095 POMFRET ROAD | SOUTH POMFRET, VT | 802-457-3500

DECEMBER 10-2Oth 

felted ornamentsgingerbread houses luxurious handmade soaps
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included. Before opening, he was trying to 
think of a name and was waiting for a sign. 
One day, while staring at a bookcase, the 
title, Sign of the Unicorn jumped out. Jeffrey 
headed to the library to read up on 
Unicorns. He discovered they represent 
beauty, magic, purity, fantasy; all the 
elements of the store he wanted to create. 
So, Unicorn was born!

To Jeffrey, one of the most critical 
elements in running Unicorn is that it be 
an entertainment business as well as an 
outstanding retail store. His motto is 
displayed at his store: Don’t Grow Up, It’s 
a Trap! The long-term staff – with their 
ability to connect with and entertain the 
customers – have been instrumental in the 
success of the store. Linda White has been 
the store manager for 34 years and isn’t 
planning on slowing down anytime soon. 
“If we can transfer a sense of joy and 
excitement about the things we sell, we 
are not only entertaining people, we are 
making them happy,” Jeffrey says as Linda 
nods and grins.

From gifts, gadgets, and games Unicorn 
has something special for everyone. The 
cases at the back hold gorgeous jewelry 
and handcrafted specialty pocketknives. 
The front of the shop is packed with toys 
for every age as well as Vermont-made 
crafts. The wall of greeting cards contains 
everything from the hilarious to the edgy, 
to the beautiful and magical pop-up cards. 
When you enter Unicorn, it doesn’t 
matter your age, you feel you have just 
walked into the most glorious toy store for 
grown-ups and children alike, or perhaps 
stepped into the movie Mr. Magorium’s 
Wonder Emporium.

Sourcing his inventory in person is an 
essential ingredient to his store. At trade shows, he gets to know and build 
relationships with suppliers and creators. When choosing stock, he relies on gut 
instinct along with 40 years of buying experience. Examining each potential 
piece, he decides whether he can convey the fun, beauty, or magic of that item. 
At Unicorn, the computer is used merely for bookkeeping and a video featuring 
Kahn demonstrating new products.

UNICORN – continued from page 1

Evolving with the town
Over the years, Jeffrey has seen and been part of the evolution of downtown 

Woodstock. When the store first opened, everything but the Woodstock 
Pharmacy was closed on Sundays. While encouraging tourists to visit the area, 
Woodstock offered little to do on Sunday, which he thought unfair to the 
visitors. So, he chose to open on Sundays, and as he had thought, the store was 

EXPERIENCE

STRONGHOUSESPA.COM
More Love
More Peace

More Health
More Spa

GIFT CERTIFICATES ONLINE

Above: In the Unicorn spirit, a 90+-year-old customer frequently sends in photo 
gags. Below: Jeffrey (center) and his communers in the early days. Bottom: Jeffrey 
when the Unicorn sign crafted by Steve Read in Royalton arrived at the store in 
December 1978. Below right: Jeffrey in full regalia at Unicorn’s 40th anniversary.

Printer/
scanner/copier
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events & classes
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Conference rooms

Fast WiFi
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Wednesday 
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crowded. He received a few angry 
anonymous letters and several vocal 
complaints, but slowly as business 
owners noticed the success of 
Unicorn they followed suit.

Jeffrey has entertained many 
celebrities over the years including 
Fred Astaire, Douglas Fairbanks Jr., 
John Housman, Charles Bronson, 
Michael J. Fox, Steven Tyler, Joe 
Perry, and more recently, Scarlett 
Johansson. On one occasion, Carly 
Simon came in, picked up a simple 
three-string guitar and serenaded 
everyone in the store.

In 2000, along with two partners, 
Jeffrey bought the large brick 
building from the Rockefeller 
estate. After 40 years, he can’t 
imagine doing anything else, not 
only the fun of his store but also his 
love of the Woodstock community. 
Currently, Jeffrey is chair of the 
Woodstock Village Trustees. 
“Everyone pitches in; it is a town of 
so many volunteers. You need to 
give in this town, and you receive 
in ways that have nothing to do 
with money but to do with the 
richness of life.”

James Hagen, the original landlord, 
thought the idea of Unicorn “a little 
crazy,” but he took a chance on Jeffrey 
and watched him fly. A couple of years 
later, Hagen sold the building to 
Laurence Rockefeller. The first time 
Rockefeller and his wife, Mary, came 
into the store, he looked around and 
said, “Mr. Kahn, do you really think 
you are going to last here?,” Jeffrey 
answered, “I sure hope so, Mr. 
Rockefeller.” To which Rockefeller 
replied,” Well, I hope you understand 
the rent is due the first of the month.”

The ever-changing inventory and 
the excitement Jeffrey conveys to 
customers are essential hallmarks of 
Unicorn and a reflection of his 
relationship with Woodstock.

Hundreds of people came to the 
Woodstock Green this past September 
to show their affection for the store, 
and to celebrate the 40th anniversary 
of Unicorn with a giant party. Music, 
dancing, and unicorns were all over. 
Now Jeffrey says he is looking forward 
to the next ten years and an even 
bigger 50th-anniversary celebration! n

Left: Unicornettes Sonia Salguero and Eden Alessi manning the Unicorn treats table at the 40th birthday celebration on the Woodstock Green. Center: Assorted handcrafted jewelry 
and a sterling silver William Henry pocket knife displayed on a carved porcelain dish by Tunbridge artist Rajat. Right: Jeffrey with his children, Tessa, Justine, and Charlie, ca. 2001.
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Ruth Sylvester

Volunteers are the magic here, says Sara Kobylenski, the 
outgoing executive director of the Upper Valley 
Haven, Hartford, Vermont’s multifaceted community 

safety net. More than a food shelf, more than a shelter, the 
Haven provides these emergency services and many more 
to those in need. Some other programs include financial 
and life skill training for adults, and after-school and 
summer programs for kids. “The folks in the community 
who come in and make this place work are the best,” 
continues Sara. Two prize volunteers are Quechee residents’ 
Pat Dwyer and Jane Meunier-Powell. 

Pat Dwyer
Pat has volunteered with the Haven for seven years and 

counting. She’s obviously a good fit with the activities – 
golf and tennis – she enjoys at Quechee. She also turns her hand to various chores 
at the Haven, with the exception of showing new clients around the food shelf. “I 
stock the shelves and clean produce,” she says.

Pat and her husband, Bill, first bought a place at Quechee in 1981, and moved 
up to live full time in 1992. “It was the best decision we ever made,” she says. “I 
can’t imagine living anywhere else.” It was through a group of women at Quechee 
that Pat found her way to the Haven. In August, 2011, after Hurricane Irene, Pat 
joined a group that was handling relief supplies in a White River warehouse. The 
work was something Pat knew about, each winter she and Bill spend three months 
in San Diego where they both volunteer twice a week at the food bank located in 
a huge warehouse that is the central food bank supply for the whole county. 
Recycling is a feature of the warehouse. When outdated canned goods come in, 
they are run through a machine that rips open the cans and emptiesd the contents. 
“It is dumbfounding to see this machine in action,” says Pat. At the Haven, 
discards or trimmings of fresh food go to a pig farmer, who is now also taking 
expired canned goods.

Over the years she’s worked at the Haven, Pat has seen evolution and changes. 
The Haven used to have a clothing collection for clients. “It was fun to see the 
kids getting new shoes,” says Pat. “They’d dance around, so happy!” The Haven 
now hand out chits to the Good Buy store across the street. Meanwhile, the café, 
which serves breakfast and lunch, has expanded. Haven clients are allowed one 
grocery fill-up per month, which could be two grocery-carts full if it’s for a family, 
but cupboards still can get pretty bare towards the end of the month. The cafeteria 
meals help bridge the gap, and the café also offers a stock of bread and vegetables 
free for the taking. 

“I remember when I was first there,” says Pat, “a couple came in, and they had 
no way to cook. The volunteer who was helping them said, ‘Wait a minute – let 
me look out back’ and came back with a microwave that had been donated.” 

 Jane Meunier-Powell 
“I’m new to the Upper Valley,” says Jane, “but I’m a native of Vermont.” Raised 

in Newport, up near the Canadian border, she has lived and worked around the 
country, in Missouri, Massachusetts, and upstate New York. She also has 

The Magic of the Haven
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Thurs
8am-7pm
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 Pre- and post-laser surgery services
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myeyecareforlife.com

Dr. Eugene J. Bernal
Dr. Sandra K. Dufour
Dr. Shawn P. Morris

Dr. Ran He

Jane Meunier-Powell tending one of the Haven gardensPat Dwyer
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volunteered at other food shelves. Jane currently works in the Microbiology Lab 
at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center. And still makes time to work in the 
Good Eats program and the gardens at the Haven.

The Haven gardens are patches of former lawn here and there about the 
grounds that now produce a pleasing mix of vegetables and flowers. “Sara says the 
gardens are our front line, showing people right away as they arrive here they’ll be 
nurtured, taken care of,” explains Jane, as she takes a break from an early fall 
clipping-back of some over-enthusiastic Black-eyed Susans. Two master gardeners 
plan the beds, and a handful of volunteers execute the designs. The gardens 
provide a significant quantity of vegetables for the Haven food programs. Near the 
bus stop a noshing bed – peas in the spring, and later, cherry tomatoes – gives 
visitors the pleasures of fresh snacks.

The Good Eats program has two or three volunteer chefs supply breakfast and 
lunch for all comers to the Haven Monday through Friday. They use what’s 
plentiful in the food shelf, keeping the meal wholesome –they’ve reduced donut 
availability in favor of egg dishes – and throw in a little education while they’re at 
it. Volunteers also gather bags of ingredients, along with the recipe of the day; 
clients can take home these recipe bags without reducing their monthly allowance 
from the food shelf. “We can’t ever make something everybody’s going to like,” 
says Jane with acceptance. There’s an effort to create soft food for imperfect teeth, 
and to use herbs to allow reducing salt. 

Who Wins?
Both Pat and Jane overflow with praise for the Haven – its programs, its people, 

its accomplishments, and its attitude. “One of the biggest surprises for me was how 
much need there is,” says Jane. “And one of the things that impressed me most is 
how much people can choose. There’s a certain dignity in that, and it comes from 
Sara. A director sets the tone of the organization, from the top.” 

On Wednesdays (a day of big supply drop-offs) Pat sorts about a thousand 
pounds of produce, getting it laid out and ready for clients. And she does it all with 
a smile on her face. Clearly both women find joy in the work they’re doing at the 
Haven, where the effect of their efforts can be so immediately seen. “There are so 
many wonderful people around,” says Pat. “I’d recommend the Haven to anyone. 
They need a lot of help, especially in the winter, when the snowbirds leave.” n

People interested in volunteering at the Haven can call 802-295-6500. 
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We Want Your Photos!
To Submit Photos to People & Pets:

Email your HIGH RES digital photo to editor@thequecheetimes.com. Please include your name, address, phone number, and pet’s name.

PEOPLE AND PETS

Jordan Andrews with Rocco
Hartness Way

Amanda Rafuse with Tess and Sam
Quechee Green

Lisa and Kevin Nulton with Cosmo
Fletcher Lane

Erica Ennis and Maple
Morgan Road

Judd 
Quechee West Hartford Road

Julie Zee with Seamus
Quechee Green

Serving the Quechee area for over 20 years.

Experiencing leaking or water damage?
Ask about our RestorEAZE water damage restoration service



1820 Quechee Main Street, P.O. Box 213, Quechee VT 05059                         e-mail: bjwest@sover.net

REAL ESTATE SALES & RENTALS    802-295-1999    www.QuecheeHomes.com

Enjoy one floor living with this 3 bedroom, 2 
bath condo with the master on the main level. 
Enjoy the great location a short walk to the 
lake and the golf course. The home features tile 
floors in the entry, a fireplace and a loft area. 
The association offers a private tennis court 
just steps away from this end unit. Plenty of 
light and space with an open kitchen and floor 
plan. QUECHEE $205,000  MLS 4493728

Large 3 bedroom, 4.5 bath plan with a 
large loft. Has long range views of the 
Quechee Valley. Hardwood floors, fireplace, 
jacuzzi, pool, and more. Open floor plan 
with lots of light and space. Built in A/C 
unit. Being sold partially furnished. Private 
end unit location. QUECHEE $195,000  
MLS 4372980

Ideally located with views of the golf 
course and close to the club house. 
Contemporary with 5 bedrooms and 5 
baths. Lots of space with top end finishes. 
Lot of windows and natural light. 3 floors 
of living space. An indoor resistance pool, 
fireplace, central A/C, and 2 car garage. 
QUECHEE $480,000  MLS 4636370

5 bedroom home overlooking the 
Ottauquechee river. Walking distance to 
village, Lake Pinneo and the golf course. 
Recently renovated with new windows, 
new kitchen, new garage, porches and 
more. Lovely flat back yard. QUECHEE 
$445,000 MLS 4714563

Vermont cape with red barn on a lovely 2 
acre parcel, and all just a short walk to the 
club. 2100 sq/ft living space, 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths. 2 nice fireplaces, large back yard with 
pleasant lawn, gardens and landscaping. 
The red barn and outbuildings complete 
the picture. Great location. QUECHEE 
$350,000 MLS 4714812

Wonderful colonial home on a double 
lot next to a tranquil pond. Built in 2004 
with generous family room, formal dining 
room, and open kitchen. Living room, 3 
bedrooms, 3 baths. Front porch and a 3 
season porch. Large unfinished basement 
and unfitted basement. QUECHEE non-
QLLA $299,900  MLS 4514025

Convenient location close to school and 
village. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, living room 
with fireplace and nice work spaces spread 
out over 3 floors. Side porch and back deck. 
Private setting nestled among the trees. 
QUECHEE $135,000  MLS 4436359

This house is on two conjoined lots in 
Quechee Lakes for a total of 2.6 acres. A 
cute bungalow with great rental history. Use 
it as a small private home, weekend getaway 
to enjoy the amenities at Quechee Lakes. 
Owner is a Vermont Real Estate Broker.  
QUECHEE $115,000 MLS 4721912

 LAND & LOTS

Spectacular views!! Water, mountains, meadows, red barns, 2 states and more.  Red Barn 
Farms has it all and you can be a part of it.  You can purchase a home site and build your 
dream home in this lovely community. The infrastructure is in place and the first home is 
completed and a second on its way. Give us a call and come take a look while lots are still 
available. QUECHEE NON-QLLA $397,000  MLS 4414987

 CONDOS & TOWNHOMES

 SEASONS GREETINGS SINGLE FAMILY HOMES

Newly renovated, fully furnished condo on 
the golf course. Wide plank wood floors, an 
open floor plan, updated appliances, granite 
counter tops. Master bedroom with en suite 
bathroom. New Heat / A/C units. Close to 
lake and club. QUECHEE $229,000 MLS 
4718718

Great vacation property with plenty of 
space. Ski-on ski-off. Lovely pond with a 
fountain. 2 decks and a terrace to enjoy 
the views. 3 of the 5 bedrooms are en-
suite. Good rental history. New updates. 
QUECHEE $349,000 MLS 4721693 

Quality and comfort. 5 bedrooms and 5 
baths. Master suite on main, wood floors, 2 
offices, family room, living room, fireplace. 
A workshop, 2 car garage, screened porch 
and deck. In a convenient location on a 
nicely landscaped level lot. QUECHEE 
$545,000  MLS 4653054  

Spectacular views from this magnificent 3 
bedroom, 4 bath home that overlooks 
Quechee. Views of river, lake, golf course, and 
mountains. Exceptional build with fine detail 
and craftsmanship. Master suite on main 
floor, central A/C, whole house generator, 
outdoor patio and fire pit and so much more. 
QUECHEE $1,595,000 MLS 4710699

REDUCED

Happy Holidays from all of us
here at Quechee Associates

to our friends, family, clients, and customers 
who have helped make this a great year.  

Looking forward to helping you  
with all your real estate needs

in 2019!
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Owen: Snowboarding on the 
Quechee Ski Hill
Charleigh: Skiing with my 
friends and sharing candy on the 
ski lift
Linda: Sitting by the fire watching 
the kids ski by and snowshoeing 
the golf course

If you could eat in only one local 
restaurant in the Quechee area, 
which one would it be?
Lauren: The new Ransome 
Tavern at the Kedron Valley Inn
Joel: Pizza Chef (paired with a 
craft beer on tap)
Owen: Pizza Chef
Charleigh: Worthy Kitchen
Linda: Simon Pearce
Who is your favorite singer/band?
Lauren: Mamas and the Papas, 
and Adele
Joel: Pearl Jam

Owen: Imagine Dragons
Charleigh: Taylor Swift and 
Shawn Mendes
Linda:  Adele and Dave Matthews 

What is your biggest fear/phobia?
Lauren: Snakes and sharks!
Joel: Sinkholes
Owen: The apocalypse and 
chickens
Charleigh: Dying
Linda:  Falling on my face 

What do you wish there was more of 
in the world?
Lauren: Kindness, bipartisan 
politicians, and Dairy Queens
Joel: Quality bagels, common 
sense, and Whoopie pies
Owen: Cats
Charleigh: Miracles
Linda:  Acceptance

What movie or television show can 
you watch again and again?
Lauren: Gilmore Girls and Pretty 
in Pink
Joel: Matlock
Owen:  Harry Potter and the Order 
of the Phoenix 
Charleigh: The Hunger Games
Linda:  Rudy, Breakfast Club, and 
Footloose

What was the last book you read?
Lauren: Before We Were Yours by 
Lisa Wingate
Joel: Draft Animals by Phil Gaimon
Owen: Rogue Knight (Five 
Kingdoms) by Brandon Mull
Charleigh: Family Game Night 
and other Catastrophes by Mary E. 
Lambert
Linda: Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn

What skill would you like to master?
Lauren: To learn to speak 
multiple languages fluently
Joel: I have always wanted to be 
able to juggle.
Owen: Mastering the halfpipe on 
my snowboard
Charleigh: Learning to play the 
violin
Linda: I wish I could play piano.

If you could go anywhere in the world 
on vacation where would you go? 
Lauren: Machu Picchu
Joel: I would like to ride a stage of 
the Tour de France or go to the 
Caribbean.
Owen: A European river cruise
Charleigh: Paris, France
Linda:  Australia

After a spending a great 
weekend in Quechee, 
Lauren Parker called her 

mom – Linda Hicks, who was living 
in Chester, Connecticut – on the 
road back to the Parker’s home in 
North Andover, Massachusetts, and 
proposed the idea that they all just 
move to Quechee. It took a year to 
make the move a reality, but “we 
made it because life is short, the 
time was right, and we loved what 
the area had to offer for families in 
such a chaotic world,” says Lauren.  

The second year into living in 
Quechee full time and Lauren says 
her family really enjoys meeting 
new people and spending active 
time with each other. “You will 
often see us at the pool, on the 
tennis courts or the ski hill.” 

What weird food combinations do you 
really enjoy?
Lauren: I like to dip my chicken 
nuggets into my mashed potatoes.
Joel: As a child, I used to eat 
peanut butter and bologna 
sandwiches.
Owen: I like to dip my pretzels 
into applesauce. 
Charleigh: I like mashed potato 
pizza!
Linda:  I like to add an egg on my 
hamburger. 

What is your favorite way to spend a 
snowy day in Quechee?
Lauren: Sitting by the fire 
watching the kids ski by my mom’s 
house after a morning of skiing on 
the Quechee Ski Hill.
Joel: Skiing or fat biking 

MEET THE PARKER AND HICKS FAMILY

Linda Hicks (left) & the Parker family: Lauren & Joel (back), Charleigh & Owen (front)



The Quechee Times Holiday 2018 Page 17

Darby Laine

Community Resilience Organizations (CROs) have sprung up in six 
Vermont towns since Tropical Storm Irene flooded the local villages and 
beyond in 2011. Starting in 2014, Hartford is one of six towns to start a 

local branch – previously known as Community Resilience Organization of 
Hartford, the group’s name recently changed to Resilient Hartford – from the 
overarching program of CROs, a non-profit originally organized by Peg Hough, 
in response to the damaging effects Irene had on Vermont. Peg put over 30 years 
of environmental and urban planning experience into the creation of CROs. By 
its very nature, the organization is based on the classic Vermont values of bringing 
together and strengthening communities to become more self-sufficient through 
individual and group work.

Put simply CROs focus on foreseeable and unexpected changes in water, food, 
and energy supplies that a community or neighborhood may face. When a 
community is more self-sufficient in the face of minor and major hazards they are 
more resilient, and community resilience is the goal. Local CRO groups receive 
support from the larger organization and are involved with town government, 
similar to a planning commission. Members of CROs act as liaisons to different 
arms of the town government. In Hartford, a few of these members include Matt 
Osborne, the town planner, and Paige Heverly the Energy and Transportation 
Project Coordinator at Vital Communities. 

Even on a small scale these groups’ input with local town and village 
government, combined with the ability to organize community members, can 
have a significant impact. Paige Heverly (soon to be the Resilient Hartford chair 
at the time of this interview) explains to me how something as simple as the 
heavy rain in late June of 2017 brought up a recurring issue of washouts around 
the train tracks. With the CROs input and action the repair of those washed out 
areas included planting woody plants and upsizing the culverts upstream to 
reinforce and prevent future problems. The idea is to locate those areas where the 
community themselves can better, creating greater resilience to future issues.

One of the larger tasks the group is charged with is reviewing, modifying, and 
implementing the state’s Hazard Mitigation Plan for Hartford and its five villages. 
The plan is called “Vermont Stronger” and when the state has concluded its 
writing the six CRO towns will review and discuss its contents internally and 
within the community. The aim is to know the plans within, educate the 
community, and add to the report to make it specific to the local community. As 
chair of Resilient Hartford, this will be Paige’s primary responsibility. Paige’s 
qualifications for this role include a Masters of Environmental Law and Policy 
from Vermont Law School, with an undergraduate from Green Mountain College 
in renewable energy and eco-design. 

Paige points out while discussing the issues brought by the rain in 2017 that 
Hartford, like every town, has access to state and federal programs that could take 
care of similar problems. FEMA would pay for more culverts upstream but does 

not allocate funds for the upsizing of culverts, which is what this particular scenario 
needed. With this explanation, Paige emphasizes the fact that you as a community 
member know best “which roads always wash out, and which grandmother in the 
neighborhood is now alone since her last grandchild moved away.”

Everyone in your local chapter of the CRO is a community member, and not 
all of their agenda stems from natural disasters or even the town government. 
CRO projects include resilient assessments and project workshops to address what 
community members want to focus on in their town, such as planting riparian 
buffers, neighborhood captain programs, community celebrations, roundtable 
discussions, and creating emergency shelters, to name a few. 

This past summer, the Hartford’s CRO had their first workshop series. The 
series included talks from Vermonter Ben Falk, author of the book Resilient Farm 
and Homestead, and Chuck Collins, author and senior scholar at the Institute for 
Policy Studies where he directs the Program on Inequality and the Common 
Good. The workshop series included more hands-on activities including a compost 
skills demonstration and talk, work in the White River Junction community 
gardens, tree health demonstrations and tree guild planting, old cemetery 
clean-ups, and food preservation.

Do you have a workshop you’d like to lead? Interested in having your 
opinion and knowledge added to the input for Hartford’s Hazard Mitigation 
Plan? Want to start a neighborhood branch of the Hartford’s CRO that creates 
a community garden or checks in on the elderly on your block during times of 
extreme weather? They are very intent on building more neighborhood groups 
in the five villages and strengthening the sense of united villages. The organi-
zation provides resources, and informative meetings so don’t hesitate to get 
involved. You can get in touch through the website, or contact Paige directly 
at cpheverly@gmail.com. n

LENDING A HAND

CROs: Building Self-Sufficient Communities
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Pam Vernon

Lynn Luczkowski and I 
recently sat down to talk 
about her new role as a 

member of the Quechee Lakes 
Landowners’ Association (QLLA) 
Board of Trustees on a beautiful 
Quechee morning. She mentioned 
how one of our long-time members 
asked her, “How are things going 
with your new responsibilities?” 
Her answer, “Things are great, but 
I thought living here year-round 
and being an actively involved 
member gave me a decent 
perspective of the operations. 
Now I’m beginning to really 
understand what is involved in 
making QLLA’s operation tick.”  

Lynn shared how the new Trustees recently had a “behind the scenes tour, 
via a whirlwind golf car ride” of the Quechee campus. “For QLLA to run as 
smoothly as it does it requires real collaboration from our full- and part-time staff 
plus tremendous support from the many members who volunteer,” she says. “It 
was eye-opening to see the inventory and necessary equipment needed to keep 
everything running smoothly and beautifully manicured.”

The campus tour also gave her a newfound appreciation for the amazing job 
Ken Lallier, the Quechee Club’s property manager and his crew does. “It was 
interesting to get a snapshot of the back-end operations,” she recalls. “I was 
pleased to see the environmental consideration being made on a host of things, 
in particular with irrigation and the recycling of water.”

Bringing her experience in communications, marketing 
and public relations to QLLA

Lynn’s background is in corporate communications and marketing/public 
relations. She has run her own consulting business - L2 Communications - since 
2005, and has counseled businesses and non-profits in thought leadership, 
product launches, media relations, and crisis communications. Her business is 
founded on her passion and principle mission to, “Help companies build, 
enhance and protect their brands by delivering communications and marketing 

Promoting the Quechee Life to Others:
Lynn Luczkowski

Lynn Luczkowski Donna LeFleur and Lynn Luczkowski

The Quechee Inn at Marshland Farm 

 

   

Holiday Parties, Meetings, Dinners, Retreats
Gift Card Sale | 10% off | November 15 - December 24
1119 Quechee Main Street, Quechee VT | 802-295-3133

www.quecheeinn.com | Serving dinner nightly at 5:30pm

WILDER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

BUILDING
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CUSTOM 
CABINETRY

William W. Dow
802-295-2915
Est. 1982
QLLA Approved Builder
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When a corporate position presented 
itself at Spalding Sports Worldwide in the 
early 2000s, Lynn thought it would be an 
ideal opportunity to round out her portfolio 
of experience. She led the public relations 
efforts there and was responsible for the golf 
and sporting goods business portfolios. 
When the company was eventually sold to 
Callaway, who purchased the golf assets and 
Russell Athletics, who acquired the sporting 
goods portfolio, Lynn helped formulate the 
communications. When presented an 
opportunity to relocate to the West Coast 
(Callaway’s Carlsbad Headquarters), she felt 
her experiences and Rolodex were robust 
enough to start her own business in a region 
she was most familiar and comfortable in, 
New England.

Branching out on her own
In 2005, she started L2 Communications 

in West Hartford, CT, with Spalding signing 
on as her first client. In the 13 years, she noted some plum assignments; one 
came within six months when she was asked to represent a real estate developer 
who purchased the St. Andrews Grand Hotel in Scotland. 

“That project was memorable because it was held during the week of the 
[British] Open Championship in the storied backdrop of St. Andrews,” she says. 
“To see Tom Watson and Jack Nicklaus walk across the Swilcan Bridge at what 
was Jack’s last Open Championship was special,” Lynn recalls. 

Settling in Quechee
Today Lynn along with her wife, Donna LaFleur, has established a work-life 

balance in Quechee. The couple, who struck up a friendship 30 years ago when 
Lynn first moved to the Upper Valley, has lived in Quechee full-time for four 

years after Donna retired from Yale New 
Haven Hospital in New Haven, CT. For 15 
years they commuted on weekends between 
homes in West Hartford, CT, during the 
week and Quechee on weekends, and for 
holiday getaways. They agreed they wanted 
to settle on one community and one home 
and it was Quechee, and they have never 
looked back. 

“We represent a lot of families who have 
gravitated to Quechee on weekends and for 
getaways or vacations,” says Lynn. “The more 
time you spend here you realize it’s a great 
community with much to do year-round, and 
eventually many settle here.”

Both are equally involved in community 
activities serving on local boards and 
volunteering for a number of organizations. 
Lynn is a board member of the Hartford 
Area Chamber of Commerce and a mentor 
who has volunteered with SCORE in 

Lebanon, advising entrepreneurs and small business owners. 
For Donna, Quechee was home before Lynn relocated here. Donna raised 

her son, Kevin, 38, who attended school locally before joining the United 
States Marine Corps and obtaining degrees from American University. He 
now resides in Las Vegas but frequently visits his mom and LOM, referred to 
as “Lynn Other Mom.” 

Promoting the Quechee lifestyle 
Prior to her board position, Lynn served on QLLA’s ad hoc Marketing 

Committee and has also been an active member of Quechee’s Women’s Golf 
League and the Quechee Garden Club. She is now the board liaison to the 

Traveling the world

Continued on page 20
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Fitness Committee. Lynn recently got hooked on paddle tennis and along with 
Donna, enjoys many of the Club’s amenities from regular fitness classes to cross-
country skiing, and hiking the trails with their 11-year-old yellow lab, Gloria.

“Going to the gym in the morning is 
like a scene from Cheers, everyone knows 
your name, and it’s a spirited fun group. 
Our gym friends energize us as much as a 
good workout.”

While on the Marketing Committee, 
Lynn was instrumental in gathering a 
group of golf and travel media to Quechee 
and Woodstock in return for media 
coverage. Some writers had never been to 
Quechee while others were very familiar 
with the Lakeland and Highland golf 
courses. “In the golf industry, Quechee has 
a phenomenal reputation. It is one of the 
real gems of New England, and we should 
be proud of that,” she says.

Another marketing project she helped guide was visually showcasing 
Quechee. Lynn recommended a friend and colleague, Jay Stearns, to direct and 
produce videos that capture Quechee in its beauty year-round. 

“For those who have never visited or heard of Quechee, we had to bring 
Quechee to them,” she says. “We have natural beauty and unbelievable 
amenities here. Our golf courses, ski hill, trails, and new aquatics offerings, and 
dining options were easy subject matters. The videos, showcased on the website 
and through social media, were produced over the course of the year, and they 

shine the light on the seasonal changes and what makes this place we call home 
so special. It has helped in the Club’s branding and drawn new visitors, 
members, and families to us.”

As a board trustee, Lynn shared optimism in her early observations. “QLLA 
is a well-managed, fiscally sound organi-
zation and the leadership is focused on 
addressing the needs of the ever-changing 
demographics of the Club. Keeping the 
members happy and thriving is important, 
but we also need to make sure our 
employees thrive and enjoy their time here 
as well. I think most agree we are focused 
on making the Quechee experience the 
best it can be for those who work, live, and 
play here. But we should also embrace the 
outlying community as well.”

Like most that live in and love Quechee, 
Lynn and Donna attend many Upper 
Valley cultural activities, venturing to 
regular performances at Northern Stage, 

Shaker Bridge Theatre, and the Hopkins Center. And when it’s time to get away 
for a day or more, they have found many familiar options.

“We love Burlington and enjoy Stowe and Trapp Family Lodge for cross-
country skiing and hiking,” she shares. “In the summer when we have the need 
for a sniff of salt air, Ogunquit [Maine] is our “go-to” for beach time and lobster. 
We’re very lucky to be located where we are, and if there’s one real challenge 
living here in Quechee, it’s finding time to fit work into life with so many fun 
and stimulating things to do!” n

Come SMILE with us! 

802-649-7293 

Looking for a new dentist? Has it 
been a while since your last check 
up? Give us a call, we’ll give you 

something to smile about! 

Welcoming new patients! 

Mari N. Berry, DMD 

www.whiteriversmiles.com 144 Palmer Court, Suite 1A 
White River Jct, VT 

Lynn with her dog Gloria
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Quechee Lakes Rentals
1171 Murphy Road

PO Box 385
Quechee, VT 05059

Testimonial: “With Herb and his team managing our rentals, we know our condo is in safe hands. Everything is handled 
professionally – from the initial booking, through first welcome, to cleaning and accounting on departure. Quechee Lakes Rentals 
is a friendly and reliable service.” - Pam Jones and Gerry Northam, Saltbox #6C owners

If you or your family and friends are looking for accommodations,
please visit our website at www.quecheelakesrentals.com.

Rentals: (802) 295-1970, quecheelakesrentals@gmail.com
Sales: (802) 369-0152, herb@.brickandbarngroup.com

Renting your Quechee Property?
We provide many benefits:

We treat your home like it's our own.

• cutting edge website and software
• longest standing/highest volume rental agency in town

• timely responses and payments to our Owners 
• full service property management including cleaning  services and weekly Winter unit checks

• soup-to-nuts management of each and every rental

802-295-1970   QuecheeLakesRentals.com
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Michelle Dougherty

We have many new dining 
options and family 
entertainment for you and 

your family to enjoy during late fall, 
winter, and into spring.
Dewey’s Deck-Lunch: 
Lunch service 11:30-3pm Fri-Sun 
until Thanksgiving. 
Davidsons-Dinner:  Wed-Sat 
evenings 5:30-9pm. Davidsons is open 
during holiday weeks. 5:30-9pm. 
Pre-fixe Wednesdays, Italian Night 
First Thursday of every month, Prime 
Rib Saturday evenings. 
Base Lodge: Open when the Ski 
Hill is open. Fri-Sun, all week, 
holiday weeks. (Tentative open date: 
December 22, 2018).
NEW! Dewey’s Deck Pub Night: 
Friday, December 7, 14 & 21 4-8pm. 
Fri-Sat December 28-29, Saturday, 
February 23 4-8pm. 

Après Ski Live Entertainment 
Dewey’s Deck! 4-8pm
•	Wed.	December	26:	Ruby Street 
•	Thur.	December	27:	Jim Hollis 
•	Fri.	December	28:	Erik Boedtker 
•	Sat.	December	29:	Mark & Deb 
•	Sun.	December	30:	Jason Cann 
•	Sat.	January	5:	Erik Boedtker 
•	Sat.	January	12:	Ruby Street
•	Sat.	January	19:	Mark & Deb  
•	Sat.	January	26:	Jim Hollis 
•	Sat.	February	2:	Erik Boedtker 
•	Sat.	February	9:	Ruby Street 
•	Sat.	February	16:	Mark & Deb 
•	Mon.	February	18:	Erik Boedtker 
•	Tue.	February	19:	Jason Cann 
•	Wed.	February	20:	Jim Hollis 

Upcoming events 
•	Thur.	November	22:	Thanksgiving Day Buffet 
•	Sat.	December	8:	Breakfast with Santa & Gingerbread Workshop 
•	Sat.	December	15:	Quechee Members Holiday Celebration 
•	Mon.	December	31:	 Family New Year’s Eve Celebration 
•	Fri-Mon.	January	18-21:	MLK Weekend 
•	Thur.	February	14:	Valentines Day Dinner in Davidsons
•	Fri-Sun.	February	15-24:	Presidents Week
•	Sun.	February	17:	Torchlight Parade 
•	Sat.	February	23:	Cardboard Box Derby
•	Sat.	April	20:	Breakfast with the Easter Bunny!
•	Sun.	April	21:	Easter Brunch 
•	Sun.	May	12:	Mother’s Day Brunch 
•	Sat.	May	25:	Outdoor Pool Opening Day! 
•	Sun.	May	26:	Memorial	Day	Barbecue and Pool Party 

Save the date! 
•	Thur.	July	4:	Independence Day Celebrations! 

Visit us at www.quecheeclub.com for more information! 

QUECHEE CLUB NEWS
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Jerm’s Plumbing and Heating is a full service
plumbing and heating company based in Norwich VT.

We take care of everything from faucets to furnaces!  

Water heater repair and installation  |    Boiler repair and installation
  Bathroom/kitchen renovation  |   Water treatment and filtration systems
 Radiant heat  |  Drain repair and replacement  |  Appliance installation

 Well pump repair and replacement  |  Gas line installation/work
 Oil tank replacement  |  Mini-split heat pump installation

Office phone:
802-649-7317 

VT PM-04248
NH MBE-1500851

Like us on:

jermsph111@gmail.com
www.jermsph.com

32 years we’ve had the premier
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Ron Dull

A few years ago the Professional Ski 
Instructor Association determined that 
the teaching of children presented 

challenges so unique that all higher-level 
instructors would be required to obtain 
certification as Children Specialists. This was 
after many years of intense study and debate. 
They could have simply asked the parents and 
saved themselves a lot of time. Embracement of 
skiing by the children is absolutely essential to 
the perpetuation of the sport, and they cannot be 
taught in the same manner as adults. Kid’s minds 
work differently, their bodies work differently, 
and their learning styles can change dramatically 
from year to year. That cute and loving 
five-year-old is on a completely different planet 
than the fifteen-year-old who seems to be from 
Mars. Any observant parent can tell you this. What many of the parents do 
not understand is how to pass on the skills of skiing and a love of the snowy 
mountains to their own offspring in such a manner as to have a positive 
experience. This is where the professional instructor comes into your life and 
yells, “STOP! Never give ski lessons to your own children, or significant other 
for that matter. Always enroll in a ski school and save your relationship.”

With that being said, this sage advice will be ignored by many. However, 
some very naïve parents still need guidance.

#1 Come prepared for a day on the mountain with your child. This means 
they have a helmet on and buckled. They have comfortable goggles, warm 
gloves, and you both have had a fortifying breakfast: eggs and pancakes for 

Kim, grandson Darby, and Ron

them, Bloody Mary’s for you. One must keep up 
both energy and attitude. Don’t forget your 
wallet.

#2 Take the poles away from the little ones. 
Until the child has control of their legs, the ski 
poles are an impediment to any progress. Let 
them whine. Without the poles, they will gain 
balance and confidence quickly. You can always 
tow them across the flat areas. It’s great exercise. 
With poles, they will ski over them or very 
possibly poke your eye out on the lift. My 
daughter was eight before she had poles. I told 
her it was “illegal in the State of Vermont to 
have poles until the age of eight and all those 
other children’s parents will soon be going to 
prison.” Go with that. If they love you, the 
whining will eventually stop. 

#3 Many parents have told me, “My child 
can’t turn and is out of control.” This is not 

necessarily true. I quickly see that the child can turn. The child simply does 
not want to turn. Like you, they have been watching too much of Lindsey Vonn 
barreling down a mountain. While playing “follow the parent across the hill” is 
okay for a while, it ultimately becomes boring. Give them objects (soft ones) to 
ski around. Children will naturally focus on something and then go around it. 
They have good survival instincts. Use this to your advantage. Cones and gates 
work well, while trees and snowmobiles do not.

#4 Play games and use your imagination. This cannot be stressed enough. 
Teach the skills of skiing through play, not drills. Ideas? There are hundreds of 
them so don’t become stuck in a rut. Use a stuffed animal tucked into a jacket or 
pocket, and take everyone on an adventure around the mountain. Be prepared 

Teach Your Children Well
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to adopt this animal because the child will soon bond with it. Use hoops, held at 
the belly button, like the steering wheel of cars or boats to help guide little legs 
into the turn. Remember “red light, green light, yellow light”? Play that, but let 
the child call out the colors too! Become a kid again and forget the onerous drills.

#5 Stay Real. We all have a vision of what good skiing looks like, that is our 
ideal, but it is not attainable for many years. Bodies are built differently. Young 
children move as a unit, like mini-Frankensteins, while teenagers can flop 
around like Bambi. Just when we think we finally have the movements down as 
adults, arthritis sets in. Focus on the positive, teach one movement at a time, 
and let the rest of the performance roll off of your back.

#6 Pacing. This is as much for the parent as it is for the child. Never forget 
that skiing is supposed to be fun and it is if we keep it in perspective. It is 
interesting to compare the attitude of the typical American skier who is 
clocking his vertical feet on a watch to that of the European who is wondering, 
“Who has the corkscrew?” Kids need time off of the skis and so do their aging 
parents. Be gentle with yourself and everybody will have a far better time out 
on the mountain. 

Now, in the event that you will reconsider your decision to teach your child 
yourself, remember that the Quechee Ski School has been in operation by Ken 
Kramberg for 35 years. He has been instructing there since 1979. The program 
has a most excellent reputation particularly for the Children’s Ski School which 
is overseen by the (almost legendary) Paul Sadowski. Now, THIS is where your 
children need to be while you contemplate such difficult questions such as, 
“Yeah, where is that corkscrew anyway?”

The small hill of Quechee has plenty to offer for both the beginner and the 
expert. That’s right, oh “double black diamond skiers.” Practice the five 
Fundamental Mechanics of Skiing on this hill. Isolate each one before 
combining them for terrain and snow conditions. If you can do it here, then you 
can then do it anywhere. Do you need more explanation of that? Book, one of 
the PSIA-certified instructors at the Quechee Ski School this season and enjoy 
improvements for the whole family.

See you on the slopes.
Cap’n Ron n

VINS Nature Center

802.359.5000 ~ vinsweb.org

Live Bird Programs
Nature Store

Trails & Exhibits
Nature Camp
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A WEEK!

PHOTO BY JOHN SUTTON

Upper Valley Haven
713 Hartford Avenue

White River Junction, Vermont 05001
uppervalleyhaven.org

802.295.6500

Illustration on front:  
Gouache prototype by Sabra Field for the Upper Valley Haven © 2016

713 Hartford Avenue • White River Junction, VT 05001
(802) 295-6500 • uppervalleyhaven.org

Join us in making a difference for more  
than 14,000 people each year in the  
Upper Valley who are facing poverty  

and homelessness.

Food Shelf       Adult, Family & Seasonal Shelters       Education 
Service Coordination       Children’s Program       Volunteer Services

Upper Valley 
Haven

The need in our  
community is great.  

Replacement  |  Remodel  |  New Construction I  Installation

PowerHouse Mall, 8 Glen Road  •  West Lebanon, NH
(603) 298-5555  •  Locally Owned & Operated 

www.wdbrownell.com

COMFORT MATTERS
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QUECHEE LIBRARY NEWS
Kate Schaal 

Celebrate the Winter Solstice on Thursday, 
December 21, at 4pm when the library will host 
a free performance by Lotus Two. The Northeast 

Kingdom musicians, flutist Paula Hansen-Graveline, 
and Linda Schneck, a harpist and a pianist, will perform 
both classical and contemporary pieces. “Dedicated to 
peace, beauty, and ongoing transformation through 
music,” the program promises to provide a much-needed 
pause from the usual hectic pace of late December. 
Refreshments will be served, and all are welcome.

The holiday activity in the library starts Wednesday, 
December 5 at 3pm with the Friends of the Library’s 
annual keepsake ornament making workshop for 
children ages 4 to 11. It’s a highlight of the year for the 
adults who organize, gather and plan for weeks and the 
dozens of kids (and parents) creating unique 
decorations. 

Library Board of Trustees new 
member Tommy Bauch

The Library Board of Trustees has elected 
Tommy Bauch as their newest member. 
Tommy is a native of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
and has lived in California and Florida as well. 
After serving six years in the U.S. Navy, 
Tommy and his wife moved to Vermont in 
2010, had a baby girl in 2013 (already a serious 
library patron), and settled into their Quechee 
home at the end of 2016. During his time in 
the Upper Valley, he completed his degree in 
Mechanical Engineering at Norwich 
University and has served on the executive committee of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers of the Upper Valley for the past six years. 
Tommy hopes to “assist the dedicated library staff and volunteers in their 
continued efforts to make the Quechee Library the amazing center of the 
community it has grown to be.”

Book discussions, Needleworkers United, and kids’ 
activities

The Monday Mystery book group will meet December 3 at 4pm to discuss 
novels by Hank Phillipa Ryan. The group will then take a hiatus. The Sci Fi 
discussion group meets on Monday, December 1 at 6 pm to discuss Central 
Station by Tidhar. Copies are available to borrow, and new participants are 

always welcome. Visit the library website for monthly 
dates and titles. Meanwhile, the Needleworkers United 
group meets upstairs every Tuesday at 6:30pm. 

On Friday, January 11, area libraries will host a 
Hamiltunes Sing-A-Long at the Briggs Opera House in 
White River Junction. Marieke Sperry is helping 
coordinate the free program for a local tribute to the 
Broadway blockbuster Hamilton. Plenty of related 
materials will be available at the library with more 
information soon on the website.

In addition to the weekly storytime on Wednesdays 
at 10am and Friday Folktime on Fridays at 10am, there 
are other winter programs planned for kids. Since 
Tuesday, January 22, is a ‘no school’ day, it’s a great day 
to visit the library, particularly at 2pm when Marieke 
Sperry offers a STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
and math) program about “Potential vs. Kinetic Energy” 
which promises fun and learning via slingshots.

Another STEM program in February 
with a Valentine theme: “Do Opposites 
Attract? Making Magnetic Pink Slime” 
will help to answer that question. Also 
during February, there will be a 
card-making station from Friday, 
February 8, through Thursday, February 
14. Supplies will be available for young 
and old to create sweet messages on 
colorful cards for loved ones.

Throughout the performance season 
at Northern Stage, the library offers free 
raffles, which involve various challenges 
for earning one of the tickets provided by 

the theater as part of its library partnership.  
Enjoy winter more by stopping at the library for books, films, technology 

help, programs, discussions – and conversations. New titles include, Jill 
Lepore’s These Truths: A History of the United States, Michael Lewis’ Fifth Risk, 
and plenty of fiction from the “tried and true” like Archer Mayor to the newly 
acclaimed like Daniel Mason for Winter Soldier and Paris in the Dark by Robert 
Olen Butler.   

Library hours are M, W, F, 10-6; T, Th, 2-7; Sat., 9-2; with Storytime on 
Wednesdays at 10. Many more resources are available online at quecheelibrary.
org, including e-books and audiobooks; suggestions for additions to these 
formats are always welcome. n

Tommy Bauch, new member of the Quechee 
Library board of trustees

Library trip to Whitman Brook Orchard
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MEMORY LANE

802-457-2228
TerraceCommunities.com

 
Woodstock Terrace 456 Woodstock Road, Woodstock, VT
 

Wheelock Terrace
 

32 Buck Road, Hanover, NH
 

Valley Terrace
 

2820 Christian Street, White River Jct., VT  
Physical location: Wilder, VT near Norwich

This walk down Memory Lane is sponsored by Woodstock Terrace

Holidays of Yore
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QLLA PRESIDENT  – continued from page 1

Although he thinks Quechee Lakes is doing very well right 
now, he is happy to work to keep it that way.

Paul brings to QLLA a strong background in accounting 
and finance. Born and raised in Massachusetts, he was the 
first in his large Italian family to go to college. After graduating 
from Boston College in Economics, he went on to serve in 
the U.S. Army, primarily as a translator/liaison in military 
intelligence in Germany. Paul then returned to Boston, 
worked in finance and earned an MBA from Babson College. 
After, he decided that he wanted to own and run his own 
business and purchased his first company in 1995. Since then, 
he has successfully owned and operated three companies. 
Paul is currently chairman and CEO of Yankee Barn Homes 
in Grantham, New Hampshire. Yankee Barn Homes 
had difficult times during the 2007 to 2010 period; 
Paul saw a good brand with solid company 
fundamentals and the opportunity to bring it back as 
an economic engine in the Upper Valley. 

Finding Quechee
Paul and wife, Marilyn, first came to Quechee in 

1981 with friends. As many of us do, they fell in love 
with Quechee. Paul describes it as a “special place. I 
was struck by how much Quechee reminds me of 
Switzerland where I have visited relatives.” He and 
Marilyn bought a condominium in 1986. Their then 
teenage children, Kimberly and Edward, loved to 
come north from Massachusetts and were thrilled 
that they could get on the ski hill right from their 
back door! The Marinelli’s moved to Hartland 
full-time in 2002, maintaining their Quechee life 
and connections with a lot they purchased in 2000. 
Paul has played golf with the same group of guys for 
30 years and spends his weekends here. Grandson, 
Finn (12), loves to visit to golf, ski, and Paul says he 
really likes the new pool complex.

The Marinelli’s now live in Grantham in the 
Eastman community in a Yankee Barn Home. As 
Paul says, “We are thrilled that we are able to 
live in an example of what Yankee Barn Homes 
does!” They also spend time in Sarasota Florida 
in the winter.

Joining the QLLA Board
Paul was recruited to be on the QLLA Finance 

Committee in 2005. He joined the Board as a trustee and 
treasurer in 2016 and is now the very well-qualified 
president. Paul is also on the Finance Committee in 
Eastman where he says they are dealing with many of the 
same issues that QLLA faces.

Overall, Paul tells me that The Quechee Club is in very 
good shape. “The ability to recruit and retain good staff is 
critical to sound operations, and QLLA has a solid 
management team. There are good financial tools in place, 
and the reserves are fully adequate to cover capital 
expenditures. We have a disaster relief fund and a very good 
facilities management plan.”

His priorities as president include addressing the 
aging demographics and aging real estate (especially 
condominiums) inventory, ensuring that the 
campus/infrastructure continually supports member 
services and growing membership. He says that “it 
will be difficult to maintain current operations and 
amenities at the current level of membership and 
dues. QLLA is working with Taurus, the 
development company, to add new homes. Taurus 
has built ten new homes, and two have sold so far. 
Although the overall economy is good right now, he 
says “it is important to maintain a reasonable cost 
per member with great value, to attract a new wave 
of buyers to ultimately replace the wave that 
purchased in Quechee in the late ’80s.”

Volunteering is important to Paul. In addition to 
sharing his skills with both the Quechee and 
Eastman communities, he is the treasurer and board 
member of Stepping Stones/Next Step – an organi-
zation which provides peer support to people with 
mental health issues – in Claremont, NH. He has 
served in a similar role with Friends of Veterans. 
And sometimes he even finds time to read, citing 
David Baldacci, Clive Cussler, John Grisham and 
Robert Ludlum as some of his favorite authors. n

Meet Lisa
She puts the personal in 

Personal Lines insurance.
With more than 15 years of property and casualty 

experience, Lisa can give you a (free) Home and Auto 
consultation to ensure you’re properly covered. 

Prepare for tomorrow

 

by contacting Lisa today.
lslade@therichardsgrp.com

Paul Marinelli

Paul and Finn at a Red Sox game Dwd
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What Do You Consider the 
Biggest Challenge You Face 
Today When It Comes to 
Interior Design?

With today’s open-floor concepts, many 
homeowners are forgoing the formal dining 
room and opting to have a less-formal 
dining area that can accommodate large 
gatherings, especially during the holidays. 
Many of our clients renovate spaces that 
can comfortably fit a 10- to 12-foot dining 
table. However, I think they forget that 
they need to have 10 to 12 chairs to 
surround it! Oftentimes, the price of one 

table can be less than three chairs. Our clients are generally shocked when they 
receive a quote for dining chairs.

Why Are Chairs So Expensive?
A well-made chair requires serious craftsmanship and talent. For centuries, 

woodworkers have used the mortise-and-tenon joint to attach legs to the seat 
rails. The best way to describe this technique is: a peg or pin is cut into one piece 
of wood and it fits into a slot of the adjoining piece of wood. It is extremely 
sturdy. This method of construction takes time, and time is money! Today, 
many chairs are stapled or glued together. Because of the amount of weight a 
chair has to withstand, it is never a good idea to cut corners on your chairs. 
Nothing would be worse than having your guest sit in a collapsing chair!

How Do You Solve This Chair Dilemma for Your Clients 
Who May Not Have the Budget for Expensive Chairs?

We will often suggest a combination of seating options. Since most of 
these spaces tend to be a little less formal, a bench can do the trick. A bench 
on one side of the table can accommodate many seats. We will suggest 
breaking up all the wood by introducing two upholstered end chairs. This is 
where we might get the client to spurge on a custom upholstered chair. This 
will usually create some interesting height, and by going custom, it allows the 
client to introduce a fabric that is uniquely their own. Another great 
inexpensive chair option is called the “Bent Wood” chair. It has a simple cross 
back that has a nice bend to it which is created by steaming the wood. These 
chairs have become wildly popular because of their comfort, value, and clean 
look that works in many design settings. n

Michelle Coppolo, Owner
Darby Road Home

   Darby Road HOME • 1395 Main Street • Waltham, MA 02451 • 781-899-6900 • Darbyroad.com

 

www.APDLifecare.org 
Lebanon, New Hampshire

“I feel so  
comfortable here.”

Discover an unrivaled sense of 
community, a warm and caring staff, 
and the peace of mind that comes 

from having direct access to the 
best health care in the region. 

Find out today why our residents 
LOVE Harvest Hill. Call  

Peggy Cooper, 603-443-9575.  



$749,0
00

SWEEPING VIEWS
Quechee

Sweeping, long range views on  
5.49 ac with 4,193  fin sq. ft., custom 

kitchen,  FPs/wood stoves, 1st flr master.
Mark Roden: 802-356-2225

MLS #4713766

$599,0
00

BRIGHT AND SUNNY
Quechee

Beautifully updated 3,600+ sq. ft. 
4BR/7BA distinctive home w/ out-

standing landscaping & details.
Mark Roden: 802-356-2225

MLS #4693319

$429,0
00

REDUCED PRICE
Quechee

Fantastic top to bottom update  
and renovation of contemporary  

home on double lot.
Derek Cosentino: 802-369-0268

MLS #4696109

$275,0
00

TOTAL PRIVACY
Quechee

Home with granite counters, elevated 
FP, vaulted wood ceilings on a double-

lot just steps from trail system.
Kasia Butterfield: 802-296-6505

MLS #4722156

$725,0
00

STYLISH & GRACEFUL
Quechee

4BR/5BA contemporary with  
lovely setting & views to the  
south with 4,707 fin sq. ft.

Derek Cosentino: 802-369-0268

MLS #4720717

$539,0
00

REDUCED PRICE
Quechee

Fabulous 4BR/3.5BA contemporary 
home, surrounded by beautiful 
stonework and a lovely view.
Kristy Hosmer: 802-295-1376

MLS #4713263

MLS #4681027

$369,0
00

REDUCED PRICE
Quechee

Family 4 BR contemporary close to 
the club with open floor plan,  

ss appliances, and pellet stove.
Derek Cosentino: 802-369-0268

$249,0
00

ADORABLE CAPE
Quechee

Located on private lot, freshly  
painted, rustic wide pine floors, 

bonus room above garage.
Derek Cosentino: 802-369-0268

MLS #4724815

$675,0
00

GORGEOUS VIEWS
Hartland

Easterly views in a great  
neighborhood on 18+ acres with  

master single level living (NON-QLLA).
Derek Cosentino: 802-369-0268

MLS #4720478

$439,0
00

VIEWS TO NH
Quechee

Ranch with wood ceilings with 
exposed beams, open living space, 

fireplaced den with wet bar.
Kasia Butterfield: 802-296-6505

MLS #4720285

$339,0
00

PRISTINE CONTEMPORARY
Quechee

Single level master living with  
cathedral ceilings, FP, open floor 

plan and wrap-around deck.
Derek Cosentino: 802-369-0268

MLS #4725121

$149,0
00

VIEW OF VALLEY & LAKE
Quechee

Great views from 2 contiguous  
lots on a total of 2.71 acres.

Derek Cosentino: 802-369-0268

MLS #4507107

Everything we do is designed so that our customers  
experience quality throughout our entire real estate relationship. 

We will ensure that your expectations are exceeded.

Each office is independently owned & operated.    
*Rental agent at Carefree Quechee Vacations E Q U A L  H O U S I N G

O P P O R T U N I T Y

HANOVER, NH  
3 Lebanon Street · Suite 6 

603-653-8490

QUECHEE, VT  
1996 Quechee Main Street · PO Box 258  

802-295-1160 

www.masiello.com

Derek Cosentino
Sales Director
Quechee Office
802.369.0268 

Kasia Butterfield
Quechee Office
802.296.6505

Sandra Dell
Hanover Office
802-356-7786

Jim Lorenz
Quechee Office
802.359.9340

Mary Paino
Quechee Office
802.295.6703

Rick Read
Quechee Office
802.291.1992

Morgan Turgeon
CareFree Rental 
Agent *

Mark Roden
Sales Director
Hanover Office
802.356.2225

Ara Cardew
Hanover Office
802.356.2221

Kristy Hosmer
Quechee Office
802.295.1376

Audrey Micca
Quechee Office
207.205.2893

Mike Paino
Quechee Office
802.295.9500

Hal Sheeler
Hanover Office
603-398-2151

Bill Berry
Quechee Office
802.369.0142

Chris Crowe
Quechee Office
802-296-1300

Lee Kauffman
Quechee Office
802.295.6709

Diana O’Leary
Quechee Office
802.291.3575

Sam Pornelos
Quechee Office
802.295.1380

Dale Vernon
Quechee Office
802.296.6502

Bethany White 
CareFree Rental 
Agent *

Hanover Office
Amy Auman 
Business Support 
Specialist

Quechee Office
Jen White 
Business Support 
Specialist

®


