
Ruth Sylvester

The temperature had been below zero for a week, and many people thought it was perfect 
weather for staying home. But one group of intrepid souls turned out in force on Tuesday 
night: Needleworkers Unite met at the Quechee Library as usual at 6:30pm. They were 

confident that the library would be welcoming – it always is – and warm.
The library’s role as the host site is much appreciated. “This library solves everything,” says 

Paula Pitts, with a big smile. Paula is currently a point person for the group. She’s participated 
since the group began in its 
current form about five years 
ago. “It started as a way to get 
knitters together in the 
winter,” says Paula, “and 
then last year we went 
through the summer.” Her 
needles bulge with an almost-
finished baby blanket in a 
delicate pink, done in an 
unusual stitch that creates a 
high-loft fabric. The soft 
yarn makes a welcoming nest 
for a tiny person. 

Women filter in; it’s almost 
always women who 

Needleworkers Unite!

Molly O’Hara

Graduating Hartford High School senior, Natalie Charron, 
is known throughout the Quechee area by many different 
people in various facets. She had grown up running around 

the Quechee Club. Natalie spent hours swimming and skiing, 
and at 15 she began working as a hostess there, later becoming a 
health desk attendant. Most who have spent time at The Club 
have run across Natalie and, rumor has it, simply adore her.

Continued on page 26

Continued on page 8

A Passion for MusicWorking “Eight Days a Week”  
at A to Z Cakes

Continued on page 16

Darby Laine

A to Z Cakes is an inspiring entrepreneurial tale based right here in Quechee. Abbi and Dan 
Courtemanche have built a successful cake making company out of what Abbi describes 
as a “happy accident.” Not quite ten years ago, Abbi and Dan were planning their wedding. 

For reasons most of us could not fathom, Abbi decided that she could make their wedding cake 
despite having never attempted such a fete before. The cake was such a success that wedding 
guests asked for the name of the baker. Abbi was shortly hired to make what would be the second 

of many cakes to come.
Abbi and Dan both 

grew up in Hartland. 
Abbi went to school in 
Quechee and then in 
New York briefly to focus 
on her dance studies. 
Abbi came back home to 
graduate from Hartford 
High where she met Dan. 
He is now an accountant 
in Hanover, but he 
“moonlights as a baker” 
for Abbi. The first few 
years, they baked the 
cakes at home in 

Abbi and Dan Courtemanche with their daughter Olive

Natalie Charron 
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It’s that time of year when I am antsy to get a jumpstart on my vegetable 
garden and flowerbeds. Since there’s still snow on the ground, and the ground 
is frozen solid, I’ve been passing the time perusing seed catalogs, websites, 

and starting seeds—I’m going to be ready when that last chance of a hard frost 
has passed. 

And while I’m excited to get started playing in the dirt, I know winter is not 
quite over, and there’s still a lot of playing in the snow to do. In this edition, 
you’ll read about some of the many “cold-weather” activities that others are still 
enjoying such as skiing, skating, and snowshoeing. Ron Dull shares a particularly 
amusing story about “the one and only time” he went ice fishing.  And for the 
running enthusiasts who don’t let a little snow and cold weather get in their way, 
Barry and Pat Sanders, offer one of their favorite five-mile loops in Quechee in 
a profile about them written by Molly O’Hara.

If you’re more inclined to spend the last few weeks of winter inside, and you 
like to knit, crochet, rug hook, or needlepoint, you may want to join “Needle-
workers Unite.” Ruth Sylvester writes about this group that meets on Tuesday 
evenings at the Quechee Library to work on projects, share their expertise, and 
socialize with others who enjoy making and sharing their handiwork. There are 
plenty of other activities to take advantage of at the library too, like joining a 
book discussion, or just finding a good book to curl up with next to a warm 
fire—another enjoyable way to spend the last days of winter, or for many of us 
bookworms any other day of the year.

As winter moves on and spring settles in, many will move into more 
warm-weather activities, like golf. A sport enjoyed by many in this community, 
and as Anne Critchley-Sapio shares arguably no one more than The Quechee 
Club’s Director of Golf T.J. Anthoine. He shares how his passion for golf began 
and his desire to introduce others to the game, especially youth. 

These are just a few of the stories and profiles that are shared in these pages, 
and we hope you enjoy them. If you have story ideas, news, photos or would like 
to write an article, please get in touch with me at editor@quecheetimes.com. I’d 
like to hear from you.

Take care,
Anne
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SQueechee Clean: Opening Early Summer of 2018

Darby Laine

At the time of this writing, the new car wash and Laundromat on Route 4 
had just been officially named SQueechee Clean. The exact opening 
date will rely on the weather but so far construction is on schedule, and 

the business is set to open in the early summer of 2018. James Kerrigan says that 
the family, known for their locally owned businesses, has long thought that a car 
wash on Route 4 would be a good idea. Ed Kerrigan emphasizes the goal of filling 
a void in the community, and as many Quechee villagers can tell you: there’s no 
car wash between White River Junction and Rutland. 

For the new building, the Kerrigan’s have enlisted the same architect, 
J. Barrett & Company, who designed and built Jake’s Quechee Market just down 
the road from the car wash site. The new building has a similar “northern New 
England barn” design as the market, using the same materials and colors when 
possible. James explains that the similar aesthetic is a conscientious decision with 
the goal of “creating a welcoming, thoughtful design that helps ensure a positive 
customer experience.”

The car wash will have similar but updated technology as the Jake’s Car 
Wash in Lebanon: you can enter one of two car wash bays at the rear of the 
building, and use a self-serve machine to get a fully automated wash. The facility 
will have two carports to protect you from the elements while you vacuum and 
clean the inside of your vehicle. The Laundromat will have a total of 20-24 
washing and drying machines that are coin and card operated. An employee will 
be present on site during most daytime hours with the potential for full 
wash-and-fold services in the future. The car wash and Laundromat will be open 
7-days a week from early in the morning to late in the evenings. Like the exact 
opening date, the hours aren’t official, but a grand opening for a new Quechee 
business is fast approaching. n

BUSINESS UPDATE

Architectural rendering of the new Squeechee Clean building

Peak speed 
to the city.
Day trips • Easy connections

Lebanon

White Plains

Ground transport included.

NYC

Boston

capeair.com    800-CAPE-AIR

Enjoy the ride.

The Quechee Inn at Marshland Farm 

 

Dinner nightly 6-9pm ~ Corporate Meetings and Retreats ~ Events  
1119 Quechee Main Street ~ www.quecheeinn.com ~ 802-295-3133 
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Anne Critchley Sapio

In the summer of 2017 when Mike 
Avery became the new concierge 
at The Quechee Club, he already 

knew a lot about the club. Growing 
up in the area, he had school chums 
that were members, and he was able 
to enjoy some of The Quechee Club 
amenities as their guest. After 
graduating from Hartford High 
School, Mike attended college at 
Keene State in Keene, New 
Hampshire, and soon realized it was 
not for him. “I just wasn’t into it. It 
wasn’t enough for me,” he says.

Instead, Mike headed west and 
moved to Southern California 
landing in Los Feliz, Los Angeles 
explaining that he “would like to have a vacation home eventually in Santa 
Monica.” While there he worked at jobs in the food and retail industries with 
his buddies until it was “enough,” and time to return home and put his consid-
erable energy into learning new skills.    

Landing at the Quechee Club
About four years ago, Mike began working for The Quechee Club in multiple 

positions: head lifeguard, food runner, and valet are a few. Post-California he 

also spent two-and-a-half-years 
working for a contractor in Enfield, 
New Hampshire as his right-hand 
man. “It was great as I had little 
experience in construction. I 
learned so much. It was just my boss 
and me,” he says. Mike also worked 
at 506 Inn on the River on Route 4 
in Woodstock, Vermont, when the 
inn opened. When an opening at 
The Quechee Club for a new valet 
service during dinner hours became 
available, Mike applied and was 
hired. As one of the valets, Mike 
learned what the members’ interests 
and concerns were, and stored it all. 
During this time, he also filled in in 
other areas such as food service.

In the summer of 2017, he was 
hired as a concierge for The Quechee Club. In this role, he works at the 
Concierge Desk in the main clubhouse. Mike’s work area includes a big video 
screen on the back wall of which broadcasts scenes of the campus and members 
enjoying the facilities, as well as the event schedule. Brochures line one wall and 
the lists of services in the club as well as in the Upper Valley are close at hand. 
“I stay on top of what’s happening in the area. I always read the Vermont Standard, 
the Valley News, and the Daily UV,” he says. 

Bringing U.V. Experiences to Quechee Club Members and Guests: 
Concierge Mike Avery

Mike, second from right, with family

GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN WOODSTOCK

open daily | lunch | dinner | cocktails | live music | dancing 
central and elm | woodstock, vt | www.bentleysrestaurant.com

802.457.3232

DINE. DRINK. DANCE.
“Woodstock’s home for vigorous cocktails,  

craft brews, and straightforward American fare.”

Est. 1976

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

QT_SPRING2018.indd   1 2/6/18   1:19 PM
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Mike is well versed on the local entertainment 
and restaurants. Though not a frequent theatergoer, 
he keeps on top of what is at The Hop at Dartmouth 
College, the Lebanon Opera House, Northern Stage 
in White River Junction, Artistree Grange Theatre 
in Pomfret, as well as other entertainment venues. 
He also pays attention to local sports events; 
especially the Dartmouth College teams. For those 
wanting more knowledge about educational 
experiences he might suggest you consider the Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute at Dartmouth, The 
Learning Lab in Woodstock, Artistree in Pomfret 
and many others. As for other cultural activities he 
may suggest, other activities at Dartmouth College: 
film clubs, productions of plays, musicals and dance, 
the symphony, wind ensemble, the Glee Club, 
children’s programs, museums, and exhibits. Another 

local resource he may suggest especially for those 
with children is Billings Farm with its National 
Park status. They offer hikes, tours of the property, 
winter Saturday afternoon films in their theater and 
programs for children and adults. 

What Mike doesn’t know offhand, he quickly 
locates online. He was born in Hartford, attended 
local schools, and played sports all over the Upper 
Valley. So he is most familiar with the area. 

Adding to his skills
Mike has returned to academics and is taking 

online courses to continue his education in 
Marketing and Business Law through the Community 
College of Vermont. He’s also is learning guitar at 
Bear Hollow in Lebanon, New Hampshire – if you’re 
a guitar player, and in need of strings, he can suggest 
local sources where you can find them. But, his real 
passion is sports. Mike tries to play golf as often as he 
can. “I’m mad about golf,” he says. Again, learn as you 
go. Mike says that T.J. Anthoine, has been a great 
encourager, and he’s learning a lot from him. Along 
the avid sports line-up for Mike is participating in a 
men’s Upper Valley hockey league – he shared that 
Quechee Club property manager, Ken Lallier, is the 
goalie on his team.  

And then there’s skiing. Mike learned to ski at 
Quechee and takes advantage of skiing at ski areas 
throughout Vermont and New Hampshire. Suicide 
Six in Pomfret and the Dartmouth Skiway are two 
he enjoys.

Mike’s girlfriend, Mollie, who he met a The Club 

and has worked as a server the same amount of time 
as Mike has been at The Club, is in Savannah 
finishing college, so he has a bit more time than 
usual, and would be glad to spend that extra time 
providing recommendations for different ways to 
experience Quechee and the Upper Valley. 

Call him. n

Mike at the concierge desk

Mike and Mollie at a New England Patriot’s game

Out Of This World Gifts
Beautiful Jewelry • Fine Crafts

Unusual Pocket Knives • Ingenious Presents

Monday – Friday 9:30 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday 9:30 am – 5:30 pm
Sunday 10:00 am – 4:30 pm

www.unicornvt.com
C E L E B R A T I N G  3 9  Y E A R S

15 Central Street
Woodstock, Vermont
(802) 457-2480

GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN WOODSTOCK

Call or email us to book
Phone: (802) 457-5000

reservations@ontheriverwoodstock.com
www.ontheriverwoodstock.com

506 On The River Inn is a 45 room family-run boutique hotel on the banks of 
the Ottauquechee River. It lies just a few minutes from the picture-book 
village of Woodstock, named as one for the prettiest towns in America. 

The 506 Bistro and Bar serves a seasonal menu featuring Vermont highlights.  

Bistro
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participate. Karen Benetello establishes herself 
in an armchair and pulls out her current 
project, a hat for her mother-in-law, who asked 
for it for a demonstration she aims to attend. 
Karen herself is wearing a similar hat, in bright 
colors with perky ears. “There’s a social aspect 
to the group,” says Karen, who has two small 
children. “I do it for the adult time.”

Merrilyn Tatarczuch-Koff (she spells out 
her name with a laugh, knowing no one will 
guess the spelling) says she sneaks out of the 
house so her 17-year-old daughter won’t ask 
for an invitation to join her. She’d be 
welcome, the group agrees, but sometimes it’s 
fun to have just the grown-ups. The women 
trade book recommendations and talk about 
jobs and even politics. “And children!” Paula 
adds. The group also serves as a consulting 
resource for people who need technical help. 
“Some drop in with projects,” says Merrilyn. 
“It’s OK not to come back.” 

Recently Sharon Cheeseman donated 60 
knitting books. They will rotate between a 
browsing shelf upstairs in the Quechee 
library, the main floor, and shelves at both 
Wilder Library and Bugbee Senior Center. 
All are being cataloged for the library 
collection.

Charlotte Merrill, another original 
member, and Karyn Lord are not knitting. 

Charlotte is stitching an elaborate white 
applique onto a gray background for a table 
runner. She works quickly and with a 
justified assurance: the work comes out flat 
and even. Charlotte is a mainstay of the St. 
Anthony’s Christmas Bazaar in White River 
Junction, Vermont, working through the 
year to create a large supply of items for sale 
or for decorating trees in “top-secret” 
themes. “I can’t stand not to have something 
to do,” she says.

Karyn is engaged in hooking a wall 
hanging with a house among trees, stars and 
flowers. It proclaims “Welcome.” She loves 
the Early American Folk Art style of the 
piece. “That’s what sends me to the moon,” 
she says, and she spares no effort to achieve 
the look she wants. She makes a quick, rueful 
reference to a 36x50-inch piece that she 
“reverse hooked” – removing and replacing 
the background because it wasn’t the right 
color and didn’t look antique enough. She’s 
lived in the area for about two-and-a-half-
years, and smiles as she comments, “These 
women of Vermont are hardy, resilient, and 
resourceful. I had to toughen up if I was going 
to make it in Vermont,” Karyn says.

Karyn is also a quilter and a folk art 
painter. She does punch needle embroidery, 
which she describes as “mini hooked rugs.” 
Sometimes she sells her work, but mostly she 

GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN WOODSTOCK

Karyn Lord works on a rug-hooking project

NEEDLEWORKERS UNITE! – continued from page 1
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gives it as gifts, or keeps it at home. She has hooked rugs all over her floors. 
“Karyn could fill this library,” says Charlotte, and indeed she did organize a 
show of her work, with a demonstration of techniques. As a place to meet the 
library gets high marks. “Especially in winter, it’s worth coming out because of 
the good lighting,” says Karyn, and the others chime in with comments about 
the library’s hospitality and the great conversations that grow in its welcoming 
atmosphere. “Sometimes we’ve been asked to hush,” laughs Charlotte. “It’s a 
wonderful place to meet.”

Needleworkers Unite meets every Tuesday at 6:30pm. All needleworkers are 
welcome. Check the Quechee Library website quecheelibrary.org for 
information about schedule changes or weather cancelation. n

GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN WOODSTOCK

Left: Karen Benetello knits a hat; Right: Charlotte Merrill works on a project for the St. 
Anthony’s Christmas Bazaar (it’s never too early!)

E L L A W AY 
…personalized care for you and your home

802.457.1040
EllawayGroup.com

ELL AWAY ʼS ATTIC
Selective Consignment

CONNECTED- AT -HOME
Retirement Services

ELLAWAY 
PROPERTY SERVICES

Vermontʼs premier management 
and concierge team for fine homes; 

since 1999, managing all 
services and projects 

to the highest standard
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Anne Critchley-Sapio

For T.J. Anthoine, director of golf at the 
Quechee Club, the road to his current 
position wasn’t so long and winding. 

He knew what he loved and wanted to do 
from a young age. At a mandatory session 
with a high school guidance counselor, he 
was asked about his future plans. Without 
hesitation, he replied golf, golf, and more 
golf.” My guidance counselor told me I 
could go to college and get a degree in golf 
management and become a pro. Imagine. 
Was there any other choice?” At the time, 
he applied for college, there were 13 colleges 
offering degrees relating to golf. T.J. chose 
Methodist University in Fayetteville, North 
Carolina, and earned a bachelor of science 
in Business with a minor in Professional 
Golf Management.

A life-long passion for golf
From the age of 12, T.J. immersed himself 

in the game and skill of golf. He and a 
grammar school buddy in Lewiston, Maine, 
found creative ways to just get out on the courses to learn and play. He even set 
up a net in his basement and spent hours, especially during the winter, just 
practicing. T.J. says because they were young they thought they had to defer to 
the elders playing when they were on the course, so they learned the rules, the 
etiquette, and the culture by the seat of their pants, including when to sit out 
and let other golfers play through.

Though most passionate about golf, 
T.J. also put his heart and soul into varsity 
basketball, soccer, and baseball during 
high school and college.

T.J.’s road to becoming the 
director of golf 

This summer will be T.J.’s third season 
at The Quechee Club and second as the 
director. “ I couldn’t have a better job,” he 
says from his new office with a window 
overlooking the Golf Pro Shop below. “It 
looks like a department store manager’s 
office! It’s great,” he says and adds, “We 
have the best maintained and beautiful 
courses. To have two such courses on one 
campus is just exceptional.” He plays golf 
as often as he can. “I think it’s a great way 
to get to know the staff and the members. 
The regular golfers have been really 
supportive.” While on the courses, he can 
see and hear firsthand what might be 
changed for an even greater experience – 
keeping it all fresh.

Before coming to Quechee, T.J. spent about 12 years in the Boston area as 
an assistant golf professional at Brae Burn Country Club, in Newton, at the 
Weston Golf Club, and even a few years as the Wayland High School golf 
coach. He wanted to manage and coach a golf team and enjoyed his time at 
Wayland High School. T.J. also lived a few winters in Florida after college 
working and playing golf. 

Bringing His Golfing Passion to Quechee: T.J. Anthoine

TJ, Erin, Tommy, and Teddy

Inspiring Design Hanover, NH 
603-643-3727 

gilberteinteriors.com

Cheryl Boghosian 
Interior Designer, ASID

Interior Design

Custom Fabrication

Renovations 

Visit our extensive home 
furnishings showroom.
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When the Quechee Club position of 
head golf pro became available, T.J., his 
wife, Erin, and their toddler son, Tommy 
(since moving to Quechee, they’ve had 
another son Teddy) visited the area and 
loved it. “The team at the Quechee Club 
has been terrific and open we’re all on the 
same page. It’s about the members! The 
high caliber of Quechee Club amenities, 
especially the sports facilities, is incredible,” 
he says adding, “The maintenance of the 
golf courses is topnotch. It’s not hard to sell 
people on Quechee.”

Plans for the coming season
T.J.’s focus is to bring energy to the 

existing programs and tournaments with 
the goal of enhancing membership 
experience. He has a strong interest in 
introducing youth to golf, which resulted 

in a mentor program. Young players go out on the course with a pro and learn 
the skills and etiquette that you cannot teach at a driving range. “The program 
covers basic knowledge and rules including where to put your bag as you play, 
pin rules, the pace of play, bunker skill and raking, the wide variety of holes and 
strategies for slopes, course boundaries, and the other essential tenants of golf 
etiquette. The goal is to have younger players walk and play confidently on their 
own,” he says. Instead of as a 12-year-old, how T.J. and his buddy had to learn 
by trial and error to “be almost invisible” as they were playing along with the 
experienced golfers on a real golf course.

Another program T.J. embraces is called SNAG, “Starting New At Golf.” 
This program is also attractive for the young new golfer. Large size clubs and 
balls make it fun to play, and with practice, help one’s hand-eye coordination. 
He even shared one of the games the students and staff created, which was to 
put a big Velcro circle on one of the pro’s chests and have the kids try to hit it. 
“It’s all soft, after all,” he says.

From the view in the Starter Shack, T.J. shares, “It’s one of the most 
beautiful views on the course.” He is working with one of the club staff, Mollie, 
who is about to graduate with a degree in graphic design, to create a detailed 
hole-by-hole course depiction for both courses. He believes this will be a 
benefit for new members as well as the public when they are golfing here. 

T.J. would also like to attract more members – and the world, in general – to 
the game of golf. “You just have to have a good time. How good you are doesn’t 
matter. It’s camaraderie. It’s exercise. It’s beautiful scenery. It’s a personal 
challenge. And the better you get, it’s even more fun,” he says. T.J also shared 
that he was the family member who got his parents interested in golf. “They 
are hooked and play all the time,” he says. His sisters are warming up to it, as 
well as Erin, and Tommy. 

An aside: T.J. Anthoine, if you look him up online, comes from many 
generations of Anthoines. Our T.J. is the IV Thomas J. Anthoine; his son is the 
V. His grandfather worked at Thomas J. Anthoine Company, which was started 
by his great-grandfather. All were big sportsmen and athletes with community-
minded energy. n

T.J. golfing at Quechee

T.J. Anthoine

Come SMILE with us! 

802-649-7293 

Looking for a new dentist? Has it 
been a while since your last check 
up? Give us a call, we’ll give you 

something to smile about! 

Welcoming new patients! 

Mari N. Berry, DMD 

www.whiteriversmiles.com 144 Palmer Court, Suite 1A 
White River Jct, VT 
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Ruth Sylvester

Some people restlessly move from 
place to place, while others find 
themselves, fortunately, placed in an 

environment that offers work and 
entertainment to fill a lifetime. Ron 
Paprocki is an archetype of the second 
category. Born in Rochester, NY, he went 
to school there, and went to the 
University of Rochester as an 
undergraduate, receiving a degree with 
high distinction in French Literature. 
However, his degree was not a good 
indicator of where he was heading.

A foundation in higher 
education

Ron stayed put and began working for 
the University as an advisor, in academic 
support and counseling positions. Then he moved 
into administrative work, beginning with budgeting 
and planning. “It was one thing after another,” he 
says. “It just kind of evolved.”

And evolved and evolved. He moved through the 
University’s administration, acquiring an MBA at 
Rochester’s Simon School of Business along the way. 
He was vice president for budgets and financial 
planning, then senior vice president for financial 
affairs and planning, and finally, in 2000, he was 
named senior vice president for administration and 
finance, and treasurer and chief financial officer for 
the University. He retired two years ago, covered 
with praise and admiration from his colleagues as 
reported on the University of Rochester website. 
The chair of the trustees said, “With his quiet, 
unassuming manner, [Ron] is always willing to work 
as hard as necessary to get the job done, and has been 
outstanding at assembling groups to complete 
projects of great importance to the University – “ 
and he adds every project manager’s favorite words 
– “on time and budget.” University President Joel 
Seligman praised Ron’s strengths: “His wisdom, 

sensitivity to the broad scope of our University, and 
ability to both see the big picture and manage a 
broad portfolio of responsibility have made Ron my 
closest associate. The secret to running a successful 
University is to surround yourself with talented 
people... Ron long has been a stalwart of our 
University.”

It’s a big deal. The University of Rochester is a 
private AAU (Association of American Univer-
sities) member. Membership is by invitation, and 
means that its research and graduate programs are 
among the best in the country. The university 
includes the prestigious Eastman School of Music 
and a highly esteemed College of Arts, Sciences, and 
Engineering, but is also heavily medical in its 
programs and research. It is home to an 830-bed 
hospital. The University’s budget is about 3.5 billion, 
and is the sixth largest private employer in the state 
of New York.

Ron has lived through plenty of change in 
Rochester, much of it economic. When he was 
growing up, Kodak, along with Xerox and Bausch & 
Lomb, were the major engines of the economy in 

Rochester. In 1986, when Ron moved 
from Arts and Sciences to central 
administration at the University, Kodak 
had 62,000 employees. Two years ago, 
when he retired, there were 1700. “A lot 
of the brain trust of Kodak migrated to 
smaller tech companies” in the area,” says 
Ron. “It’s a smart city – sophisticated.”

In 2008, the recession forced many 
businesses to slash payrolls. Ron, as the 
chief financial officer, was able to steer 
the University through that time without 
too much disruption. In fact, it was in 
2008 that he presented a master plan 
providing for the University’s growth 
over the next 20 years. His conception 
aimed to fill likely needs for all kinds of 
space: office, classroom, residential, 
research, clinical, along with the 

infrastructure to support even the specialized needs 
of scientific projects.

Heading into retirement, and a move 
to Quechee

In February, Ron and his wife, Cathy, will 
celebrate 49 years of marriage. They were introduced 
at a high school football game. On vacations 
traveling with their three children, they have always 
enjoyed visiting Vermont, and over the years have 
made many trips to inns. “Somehow we stumbled on 
Quechee,” says Ron, “and we liked it very much.” In 
2002, the couple bought a condo, but a couple of 
years later they moved into a newly built house. “It’s 
such a good fit here,” Ron notes. “As a retirement 
destination, it’s excellent, with an academic health 
center close by, so there’s great health care.”

Their children enjoy the amenities when they 
visit, but Ron and Cathy are not golfers or skiers. 
“We’ve always hiked, and had an affinity for the 
natural environment. They like to get out on 
snowshoes, or go fly-fishing. “ Their springer spaniel, 
Henry – “energetic and loving,” – adds another 

Weaving Himself into the Community: Ron Paprocki

Ron and Cathy

CALL (603) 838-PURE 
 

uppervalley.puresolutions.com
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pleasure to their lives. “I had no outdoor 
interests as a kid growing up,” he says. 

Serving the community, he 
now calls home

Ron has combined his interest in 
nature with his desire to serve the 
community and getting to know people 
by serving on the board at the Vermont 
Institute of Natural Science (VINS). 
Mary Davidson Graham, assistant 
executive director at VINS, is profuse in 
praise of the energy, ideas, and follow-
through he brings to the organization. 
“Ron is extremely active,” she says. “He’s 
been involved with VINS for 6 or 7 
years, coming to events. He’s always 
here, and has helpful suggestions. He 
brings so much expertise to the table! 
And he’s good with marketing.” Ron, for 
his part, sees a lot of energy and good 
projects at VINS. “Environmental 
education is so important, especially 
now,” he says. “But I don’t want to talk 
politics….” He likes to get along with 
people.

“We’re not big joiners,” Ron 
maintains, but in addition to the VINS 
board, Ron serves on the Quechee Lakes 
Review Board. “It’s a way to meet people 
and get to know the community,” he 
says, and he has lots of experience, 
having served on a municipal planning 
board in New York state. 

Ron also serves on the Upper Valley 
Haven board, where Executive Director 
Sara Kobylenski is delighted not just 
with his skills but with his sensitive 
teamwork. “He’s been a lovely addition 
to the board over the last year,” she says. 
“He’s an active member of the board, and 
he shows great wisdom and insight in 
building on the strengths of other board 
members. He’s been on the Finance 
committee, where he’s been wonderful, 
working to balance the Haven’s habitual 
and necessary frugality with spending 
when it’s really needed. Right from the 
beginning, he had a willingness to enter 
instantly into the values and mission of 
the Haven.” 

For his part, Ron is happy to be part 
of the Haven’s volunteer apparatus. 
“There are so many dedicated people 
who are part of that organization which 
provides services to those in need,” he 
says, “and they do so much good.” Of 
course, Ron is one of the people doing 
good, and weaving himself into the 
community, as Sara notes, “They [Ron 
and Cathy] arrived looking for ways they 
could become community members by 
entering into important parts of 
community life. He’s a great example of 
how the community comes together to 
make good things happen.” n

Ron with his family

Ron and Cathy at the groundbreaking of the University of Rochester College Town 
development. A small plaza garden “Paprocki Plaza” was named in his honor. 

209 Maple Street, White River Junction

Open Daily: 7 a.m.–8 p.m.

• Full-Service Meat &  
 Seafood Counters
• Prepared Foods   
• Large Wine & Beer  
 Selection    
 

• Weekly Specials    
• National Brands
• Local Products
• Outstanding  
 Customer Service

VISIT OUR BIG NEW HAMPSHIRE STORES, TOO.
Exit 18 off I-89, Route 120 North, Lebanon         45 South Park Street, Hanover

w w w.coo pf oo ds to r e.coo p

TAKE ROUTE 4 EAST TO OUR DOOR

Full-Service  
Grocery Store

Less than 15 minutes away
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A New Year at The 
Quechee Church

The new year at the 
Quechee Church is a year 
of promise. Vibrant 
Christmas Eve services saw 
over 300 people in 
attendance, and the 
congregation is growing. 
Starting in January, we are 
holding services every 
Sunday morning at 9am. 
All are welcome! 

We also invite you to 
join us for our Good Friday 
service on Friday, March 
30th at 7pm and our Easter 
service on Sunday, April 1st 
at 9am. 

Ongoing Steeple Renovations
You may have already seen the work that has begun on our steeple. We 

look forward to seeing this significant structure and historic symbol fully 
repaired! However, as with any project of this magnitude, we cannot do it 
alone. If you would like to give towards the steeple renovations, please visit 
our website at www.quecheechurch.org/home/give. All gifts are tax 
deductible. 

To learn more about The Quechee Church, please visit us online at 
www.quecheechurch.org or contact us at quecheechurch@gmail.com. n 

1905 Quechee Main Street | P.O. Box 513 | Quechee, VT 05059

QUECHEE CHURCH

www.cotaoil.com

family business since 1941
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Keep your home running, 
no matter the weather.

Quality Generator Installations.
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camps@vinsweb.org

Membership Discounts  
Available!
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Experience
STRONGHOUSESPA.COM

Book Now

$100 cars, trucks and SUVS
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 with 3rd row seating
   $20 pet hair removal

I’m the detailer that comes to you

Please email if you need other�ervices
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Jennifer Levy, Owner/Operator
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for 2018
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REAL ESTATE SALES & RENTALS    802-295-1999    www.QuecheeHomes.com

Enjoy one floor living with this 3 bedroom, 2 
bath condo with the master on the main level. 
Enjoy the great location a short walk to the 
lake and the golf course. The home features tile 
floors in the entry, a fireplace and a loft area. 
The association offers a private tennis court 
just steps away from this end unit. Plenty of 
light and space with an open kitchen and floor 
plan. QUECHEE $205,000  MLS 4493728

Large 3 bedroom, 4.5 bath plan with a 
large loft. Has long range views of the 
Quechee Valley. Hardwood floors, fireplace, 
jacuzzi, pool, and more. Open floor plan 
with lots of light and space. Built in A/C 
unit. Being sold partially furnished. Private 
end unit location. QUECHEE $195,000  
MLS 4372980

Over 4000 sq/ft of custom living space. 
Huge master suite, sprawling chefs 
kitchen. 4 fireplaces, wine cellar, family 
room, living room, glass lined dinning 
room, 2 ample guest rooms and a 3 car 
garage. 200+ acres of land, small orchard, 
large barn, meadows, pond. QUECHEE / 
POMFRET $2,000,000  MLS 4432870

Quality and comfort. 5 bedrooms and 5 
baths. Master suite on main, wood floors, 2 
offices, family room, living room, fireplace. 
A workshop, 2 car garage, screened porch 
and deck. In a convenient location on a 
nicely landscaped level lot. Additional 
lot included for privacy. QUECHEE 
$575,000  MLS 4653054  

Ideally located with views of the golf 
course and close to the club house. 
Contemporary with 5 bedrooms and 5 
baths. Lots of space with top end finishes. 
Lot of windows and natural light. 3 floors 
of living space. An indoor resistance pool, 
fireplace, central A/C, and 2 car garage. 
QUECHEE $549,000  MLS 4636370

Peaceful and private setting close to club 
house. 4 bedrooms and 4.5 baths with 
lots of open space. Large living area and 
great kitchen. Three floors of living space. 
Nice deck, garage and well landscaped. 
Overlooking a country meadow. 
Comfortable and well maintained home. 
QUECHEE $429,000  MLS 4640468

Desirable neighborhood, private, 2.6 
acre lot, nicely landscaped. 3 bedroom, 
2 bath home with wood floors and a 
fireplace. Updated kitchen, propane heat, 
back up generator and security system. 
Screened gazebo, large deck, and 2 car 
garage. QUECHEE $199,000  MLS 
4510525

Long range views in a wonderful 
neighborhood. Look out over across the 
mountains of VT and NH. Over 4000 
sq/ft living space with 3 bedrooms and 3 
baths. Large great room and master suite. 
Unique architectural design. 4+ car garage. 
Beautifully landscaped, 2.6 acres of land. 
LEBANON $498,000  MLS 4508545

Wonderful colonial home on a double 
lot next to a tranquil pond. Built in 2004 
with generous family room, formal dining 
room, and open kitchen. Living room, 3 
bedrooms, 3 baths. Front porch and a 3 
season porch. Large unfinished basement 
and unfitted basement. QUECHEE non-
QLLA $299,900  MLS 4514025

Convenient location close to school and 
village. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, living room 
with fireplace and nice work spaces 
spread out over 3 floors. Side porch and 
back deck. Private setting nestled among 
the trees. QUECHEE $139,000  MLS 
4436359

 LAND & LOTS

Cozy end unit condo located within 
Quechee Hollow. One bedroom and one 
full bath. Cape style with very usable 
spaces. Located close to the village and 
all the QLLA amenities. A wonderful 
bargain and a great way to enjoy Quechee.  
QUECHEE $47,500  MLS 4654586

Spectacular views!! Water, mountains, meadows, red barns, 2 states and more.  Red Barn 
Farms has it all and you can be a part of it.  You can purchase a home site and build your 
dream home in this lovely community. The infrastructure is in place and the first home is 
completed and a second on its way. Give us a call and come take a look while lots are still 
available. QUECHEE NON-QLLA $377,000 to $397,000  MLS 4414987

 CONDOS & TOWNHOMES

 REPRESENTING SELLERS AND BUYERS  
 IN QUECHEE FOR OVER 30 YEARS

 SINGLE FAMILY HOMES

Beautiful private location Vale condo- 3 
bedroom, 3.5 baths in excellent condition. 
Open floor plan, wood floors, granite 
counters, open dinning area. Living 
room has a gas fireplace. Kitchen with 
great breakfast nook. Master bedroom 
suite on the main level. Upstairs has two 
bedrooms and a full bath. Being sold very 
nicely furnished.   QUECHEE $349,500  
MLS 4613016

REDUCED

REDUCED
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Hartland. Six years ago the couple bought a house in Quechee and refurbished 
the garage into a commercial kitchen. Along with being a home-based business, 
Abbi insists the whole endeavor wouldn’t be possible without her and Dan’s 
extended families. Both families come together to help with anything from 
t ranspor ta t ion  to 
babysitting, even learning 
to make sugar flowers 
when needed. An extreme 
example of such support 
includes Dan successfully 
lifting an 80-lb cake and 
sprinting it across a lawn 
as storm clouds ominously 
approached the wedding 
scene. 

Self-taught in the 
art of cake making

Abbi’s education has a 
core of art and dance, and 
she still teaches dance 
part-time as a kind of 
reprieve from cake 
making. Abbi has never had any formal training in baking, let alone sculpting 
with fondant, or reinforcing eight-tier cakes with inner hardware. When you 
look at pictures of Abbi’s cakes, it’s difficult to believe that she is self-taught, but 
she promises it’s true, saying it has taken copious amounts of creativity, perfec-
tionism, and optimism to lead the way. The cakes speak for themselves, with 
each being completely customized and unique; the average cake takes 15-25 
hours, but the larger, more intricate cakes can take up to a month to finish. 

Growing their business through “word of mouth”
In the beginning, Abbi and Dan didn’t even know what a popular wedding 

destination Vermont and the Upper River Valley had become. For the past nine 
years, the home-based business has continued to grow organically with 75 percent 

of the A to Z Cakes business being weddings. “It’s particularly fun when we get to 
make a wedding cake and then the couple returns for a baby shower or anniversary 
cake,” she says. A company website (atozcakes.com) is kept up-to-date with 
pictures of new creations and customer reviews, but this is the extent of their 
advertising. Abbi and Dan have focused on local business relationships instead. 

The Quechee Club and 
The Quechee Inn at 
Marshland Farm both refer 
potential customers to 
their business. It’s a 
community-based business 
in a sense, as these local 
business relationships have 
fostered the “word of 
mouth” tradition that has 
driven the company’s 
growth. 

The A to Z Cake story 
has many elements of the 
best things of the Upper 
Valley and Vermont 
cu l ture  inc lud ing 
independent hard work, 

supportive families, and a supportive business environment to help foster the 
endeavor. The story even starts with a bit of a fairytale touch: a bride decides to 
make her own cake. While looking at the beauty and construction of their cakes, 
I ask Abbi if any customer request has caused her to be disheartened or worried 
about her ability to pull it off (I even tell her it can stay off the record). She doesn’t 
hesitate to say that the unexpected challenges are what keep her motivated to 
learn and accomplish each customer request. “It really is a labor of love,” she 
laughs with all seriousness. The family now includes a daughter, just about to start 
kindergarten, prompting Abbi to say that there are no changes in their business 
plans in the near future with regards to slowing down or speeding up. For now, 
Abbi and Dan will be keeping steady with their very busy craft of making a 
“work-life balance” that includes working eight days a week. n

A to Z Cakes – continued from page 1



The Quechee Times Winter/Spring 2018 Page 17

Favorite quote? 
“Believe you can do it, and you’re 
halfway there.” Anonymous 

Or “Just do it!” Nike

What book do you think everyone 
should read?  
There are so many to choose from, 
but a recent one is All the Light We 
Cannot See by Anthony Doerr.

What superhero would you be?  
Superwoman (not sure she exists)

What’s your favorite song? 
Good Life by OneRepublic,  
What a Wonderful World by Louis 
Armstrong... you get the idea.

Favorite activity to do in Quechee 
with your family?  
Kayaking on the White River

What word best describes you? 
Busy

What’s the best-kept secret in Quechee? 
Murphy’s Tavern

Michael
If you had your own talk show, who 
would be your first three guests?
Tom Brady, Henrik Harlaut  
(pro freestyle skier), and  
Travis Rice (pro snowboarder)

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

What superhero would you be?
Skier Man

What’s your favorite song?
Peso by A$AP Rocky

Favorite character in a movie?
James Bond

Favorite activity to do in Quechee 
with your family?
The rope swing 

What word best describes you?
Adventurous 

What’s the best-kept secret in Quechee?
The area around our condo makes 
nice spots to build ski jumps on in 
the winter.

Robert
If you had your own talk show, who 
would be your first three guests?

Barack Obama, Quentin 
Tarantino, and Young Thug

What’s your favorite meal in Quechee?
While technically not in Quechee, 
my favorite meal in the area is 
definitely ‘the Cubano’ with truffle 
fries at the Worthy Kitchen. In 
Quechee, it would be the lobster 
mac-and-cheese at Murphy’s Tavern

Favorite quote?
 “Carpe Diem.” Horace

What book do you think everyone 
should read?
Pulp by Charles Bukowski

What superhero would you be?
Batman

What’s your favorite song?
Current favorite song: The Season 
by Anderson Paak

Favorite character in a movie?
Django from Django Unchained

Favorite activity to do in Quechee 
with your family?
Skiing

What word best describes you?
Creative

What’s the best-kept secret in Quechee?
You can jump off of the covered 
bridge by Simon Pearce!

Daniel
If you had your own talk show, who 
would be your first three guests? 
Tom Brady, Paul Rabil, and Robert 
DeLaus

What’s your favorite meal in Quechee?  
Worthy Bomb at Worthy Kitchen

Favorite quote? 
ELE - Everybody Love Everybody 
Jackie Moon

What book do you think everyone 
should read? 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

What superhero would you be? 
Ironman

What’s your favorite song? 
Ice Melts by Drake and Young Thug

Favorite character in a movie?
Monix from Semi-Pro 

Favorite activity to do in Quechee 
with your family? 
Golfing

What word best describes you? 
Wild

What’s the best-kept secret in Quechee? 
Fishing the backside of Lake 
Pinneo. n

Mike DeLaus and Susan 
Feindt and their three sons 
Michael, Robert, and 

Daniel, live in Andover, 
Massachusetts. Sam and Janet Nork, 
also from Andover, introduced the 
DeLaus family to Quechee. Susan 
says they like being part of the 
Quechee community because of 
“the people” and the fact that is very 
family-oriented. “Everyone that 
we’ve met through the ski team 
have been great,” says Susan and 
adds, “We really like getting away 
from school, work, just relaxing. 
There is always something to do 
outdoors no matter what the 
season.” Noting that the scenery 
and surroundings are beautiful, 
Susan says, “We want to be in 
Quechee whenever we can. We are 
together as a family more in 
Quechee than at home.”

Mike
If you had your own talk show, who 
would be your first three guests? 
Bill Belichick, Eric Clapton, and 
Bill Gates

What’s your favorite meal in Quechee?  
The Cuban Sandwich on The 
Quechee Club Deck.

Favorite quote? 
“Life is what happens to you while 
you’re busy making other plans.” 
John Lennon

What book do you think everyone 
should read? 
I’ll tell you after I read it.

What superhero would you be? 
Superman

What’s your favorite song? 
Bold as Love by Jimi Hendrix

Favorite character in a movie?
The man with no name

Favorite activity to do in Quechee 
with your family? 
Golf

What word best describes you? 
Reasonable

What’s the best-kept secret in Quechee? 
Murphy’s Farm

Susan
If you had your own talk show, who 
would be your first three guests?  
Michelle and Barack Obama, and 
Oprah Winfrey

What’s your favorite meal in Quechee?  
Not technically in Quechee, but 
anything they’re serving at 
Cloudland Farm in Pomfret.

What’s your favorite meal in Quechee?
Quechee Muffin from the Quechee 
Base Lodge, no question.

Favorite quote?
“It’s just like the Titanic, but it’s 
full of bears.” Jackie Moon

What book do you think everyone 
should read?

MEET THE DeLAUS FAMILY

Mike, Michael, Daniel, Robert, and Susan

Michael, Robert, and Daniel
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Jane Reagan

As I look out to my garden 
I feel a sense of pride, 
It really is a lovely room 
except it is outside.
Marie Church, 2011

Do you ever wonder 
who plants and tends the 
gardens in Quechee? 
Probably you would say, 
“Oh, I think the Garden 
Club does that.” Well, 
you would be right. The 
Garden Club organizes 
the many small and large 
spaces around the Village. What you 
may not know is that there is a small 
army of helpers who give their time and 
energy to ensuring that Quechee looks 
lovely during the warm weather months. 

Here are some of the gardens and 
their caretakers: 
• The library. This is the showcase 

garden in town, and there is a group 
of people, led by Jeanette Veverka, 
who weed, water, plant, and tend 
the garden. 

• The section sign at the bottom of 
Willard Road. Marge and Rick 
Stamm (when he is not working on 
something at the library) maintain 
this garden, as well as 
the one just before 
the split in the road 
go ing  toward s 
the Club, or towards 
West Hartford. 

• Have you ever gone 
on the wildlife path 
adjacent to the Village 
Green? Jill and Stu 
Tane are the keepers 
of this lovely walkway. 

• The gardens at the 
triangle at the 
intersect ion of 
Waterman Hill Road 
and River Street 
where Rosemarie 
Scibetta, Polly Forcier, 
Mandy Benjamin, and 
Barbara Johnson are 
the gardeners, and the 
beautiful garden by 
the post office tended 
by Marge Gray and 
Joyce Baldwin. 

• We started two new gardens this year because Quechee Lakes Landowners 
Association (QLLA) has two new section signs in Section 7. Thanks to 
Ginny Kiely, and Cyndy Babcock for tending these spots. You could see 
the change in the garden on the Quechee Hartland Road over the course 
of the summer. 
Many thanks to all the gardeners I mentioned, and many others not 

mentioned here who help. 
Any interest in helping with a garden? You don’t have to be a member of 

the Quechee Garden Club, just someone who wants to keep Quechee looking 
its best. If you’re interested, please contact: Carol Heavisides, Membership 
Chairman, at carolamh@comcast.net. n

QUECHEE GARDEN CLUB

Quechee Library

Waterman Hill

Quechee Post Office

Willard Road

Fresh Vegetables 

*Six months of organic vegetables 
*You choose each week - market style 

*Just 1 mile from the VA / UVAC  on Route 5 

www.SunriseFarmVT.com 

~ Starts April 30th ~

Join our CSA for 2018
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Darby Laine

Leo Pullar has been the Hartford Town 
Manager since July 11, 2016. Only a 
few days before on July 8 of 2016, Leo 

worked his last day of a 30-year career in the 
Army. Retiring as a Colonel, Leo’s career 
took him all over the country and much of 
the world. Originally from Montesano, 
Washington, Leo was stationed in Virginia 
working at the Pentagon when he applied 
for the Town Manager position in Hartford. 
After talking to him for only a few minutes, 
it became clear that the town of Hartford 
gained an incredibly accomplished and 
capable town manager when they hired Leo Pullar. 

His military career
Leo’s Army career when he enlisted in 1983. He 

subsequently attended the Military Academy prep 
school, ultimately earning an appointment to West 
Point where he earned a degree in Sociology, 
graduating in 1989. This educational arc of Leo’s 
career led to three different master’s degrees: one in 
International Relations, another in National 
Security and Strategic Studies, and the third in 
Strategic Studies.

Leo was sent to the North and South Korean 
border from 1994 to 1996. At the time, tensions 
along the border were high, and he says that this was 
the closest he was to actual combat. Handing out live ammunition rounds to his 
fellow infantrymen “gave perspective to my type A personality.” Telling me that 
the experience had a profound effect on his awareness of leadership and his 
abilities, he goes on to summarize that there are many ways to lead men, but no 
matter what “it’s about the people.”

Leo’s education led him to work in the Department of Defense’s Psychological 
Operations based out of Fort Bragg for 10 years. While Leo regrets that he was 
not deployed during either Gulf War because of his work at Fort Bragg, he did 
learn Arabic and was sent to Jordan. His work on the borders with Israel and 
Syria involved developing and implementing communication strategies between 
the American’s counter-mine and drug forces and the Jordanian civilian 
population. Leo briefly describes using all available multimedia tools in Jordan, 
including web pages, leaflets, comic books, television, and radio to communicate.

Building a strong foundation with community members
Communication and working directly with people are what Leo focuses on 

most when he talks about his career. From this angle, you can see how the 
position of town manager makes sense for such a person with his particular 
experience. Leo seems intrigued by working with community members to 
accomplish larger, complicated tasks. As town manager, there are many detailed 
tasks including budget preparation and execution, and in the larger picture as the 

chief executive officer of the town, a town 
manager is a publicly accessible person who 
has a working knowledge of the town budget 
and how the town needs to spend that 
budget. Leo considers the citizens of 
Hartford the most important aspect of his 
job emphasizing that his door is always open 
and he hopes to show the town, and its 
people, justice through his service. Some of 
his favorite experiences so far include 
talking to classes of third graders and cub 
scout troops that visit his office on the 
second floor of the Hartford Town Hall 
building – you’re more than welcome to find 
your way up there as well.

Moving the town forward
For the first-year-and-a-half in Hartford, Leo has 

focused on learning his position and filling job 
vacancies. Part of his first year’s learning has been 
the town budget, or “gaining budgetary awareness” 
as Leo puts it, and he doesn’t hesitate to state the 
obvious: one of the town manager’s greatest 
challenges will always be in reconciling the town’s 
money with the town’s needs.

Since he began, Leo has hired a new fire chief, 
information technology director, parks director, and 
finance director. It was an opportunity for Leo to hire 
team players as enthusiastic as he is about the 
communication and community focus of being a 

town employee. Leo’s overall goal is to get long-standing projects on the move 
by designating and assigning funds. He explains that fund planning and 
designation can be a year’s long process as the town sometimes needs to save 
money per fiscal year to put towards projects or goals. He explains that opportu-
nities to further the town’s interests will be found while working through this 
process and assessing “second and third order effects” of any town investment or 
grant opportunity. Another one of Leo’s explicitly stated goals is transparency, 
referring back to the open door policy and the fact that even his wife, Dawn, 
carries his card and hands it out whenever it seems relevant. 

A retirement certificate framed above the desk of an active town manager says 
something about the person sitting behind the desk. Listening to Leo relate his 
education and career experience instead of speaking about his drive or work ethic 
is enough to answer the question of, “Why didn’t you actually retire?” I ask Leo 
if he ever looks up at his retirement certificate in moments of stress or difficulty, 
but he says no. “If I ever need to de-stress a bit I walk around the Town Hall 
building saying hello to people and stopping to talk.” By the end of the interview, 
it’s apparent that Leo took this position because of the enjoyment he has in 
further using his skills and abilities in the service of a community. While Leo has 
certainly earned a fairer-weather retirement, for now, he prefers to serve the five 
villages of Hartford instead. n

Serving the Five Villages of Hartford: Town Manager Leo Pullar

Leo with Dawn and daughter, Kayla

Leo Pullar

Printer/
scanner/copier

Weekly open 
events & classes

Optional 
24-hr access

Conference rooms

Fast WiFi

Free access
Wednesday 
afternoons

Excellent
opportunities 
for ongoing 
networking

Now Open M-F
9am-5pm

DAY PASS | MONTHLY
PRIVATE DESK SPACE

240 S Main St
WRJ VT 05001
802-503-1253

work@wrco.works
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There are many trails in Quechee available 
that offer our guests the best of Vermont in 
winter months. Make the most of your 

wilderness experience. While on snow shoes or 
walking your dogs, please avoid the groomed ski 
tracks. Traveling alone is not recommended, but if 
you do, please alert someone as to where you are 

going and when you anticipate returning. Section 
5 is not patrolled, and the woods can be a cold and 
lonely place if you get hurt or lost. Maps are 
available at Membership Services or The Base 
Lodge and are posted on trees throughout the area. 
Snowshoe rentals may be coordinated by calling 
Wilderness Trails at (802) 295-7620.

Michelle Dougherty

There are still plenty of indoor 
and outdoor activities to enjoy 
through the rest of the winter 

and into the spring at the Quechee 
Club. We have planned a variety of 
fun recreational and dining activities 
for everyone in the family! Whether 
it’s taking advantage of some late 
winter/early spring skiing on the 
Quechee Ski Hill, enjoying the cross 
country/snowshoe trails, Fat Bike 
riding, or Après Ski with Live Music, 
we encourage you to embrace all that 
the club has to offer.

Valentine’s  Day and 
February President’s Week 
Vacation Activities
Special Night: Wednesday, February 
14th Dinner in Davidsons 5:30-9pm 
Friday, February 16
• Davidsons is OPEN for dinner 

5:30-9pm
• Murphy’s Tavern is OPEN for 

dinner 5:30-9pm
Saturday, February 17
• Disk Golf Tournament: 9am-12pm 

at Murphy Farm 
• Après Ski featuring  

Mark & Deb Bond 4-6pm  
in the Main Clubhouse

• Davidsons is OPEN for dinner 
5:30-9pm

• Murphy’s Tavern is OPEN for 
dinner 5:30-9pm

• Campfire & Smores  
at the Base Lodge 7pm

Sunday, February 18th 
• Dogsledding Tour: 11am-4pm, 

meet at the Base Lodge 
• Davidsons is OPEN for dinner 

5:30-9pm
• Torchlight Parade: 6pm,  

meet at the Base of the Ski Hill 
• Torchlight Dinner: Main 

Clubhouse Following the Parade
• Murphy’s Tavern is OPEN for 

dinner 5:30-9pm 
Monday, February 19th 
• Mini Crew: 9am-12pm,  

meet at the Tennis Center 
• Kids’ Adventure Camp: 

Indoor Rock Climbing 
9am at the Tennis Center 

• Après Ski featuring Jim Hollis 
4-6pm in the Main Clubhouse 

• Davidsons is OPEN for dinner 
5:30-9pm

• Flick & Float featuring MOANA: 
5pm in the Natatorium 

Tuesday, February 20th 
• Mini Crew 9am-12pm  

at the Tennis Center 
• Kids’ Adventure Camp-Bowling! 

9am at the Tennis Center 
• Après Ski featuring Jason Cann 

4-6pm in the Main Clubhouse
• Davidsons is OPEN for dinner 

5:30-9pm

QUECHEE CLUB NEWS

• Kids’ Night Out-Twilight Sledding: 
6pm at the Tennis Center 

Wednesday, February 21st 
• Mini Crew: 9am-12pm at the 

Tennis Center 
• Kids’ Adventure Camp: 

Snowtubing,  
9am at the Tennis Center

• Après Ski featuring Erik Boedtker 
4-6pm in the Main Clubhouse

• Davidsons is OPEN for dinner 
5:30-9pm

• Game Shows of Vermont: 
“Seconds to Spare”  
6pm in the Main Dining Room  

Thursday, February 22nd 
• Fat Bike Tour 

12pm, meet at the Base Lodge 
• Après Ski Featuring Jim Hollis 

4-6pm in the Main Clubhouse 
• Davidsons is OPEN for dinner 

5:30-9pm
• Campfire & Smores  

at the Base Lodge 7pm 

Friday, February 23rd 
• Mini Crew: 9am-12pm  

at the Tennis Center
• Pre-Derby Dinner: 4pm in the 

Main Clubhouse 
• Murphy’s Tavern is OPEN for 

dinner 5;30-9pm
• Due to the Pre-Derby, Davidson’s 

is CLOSED this evening
Saturday, February 24th 
• 21st Annual Cardboard Box 

Derby & Awards dinner  
1pm on the Ski Hill! 

• Davidsons is OPEN for dinner 
5:30-9pm

• Due to the Derby, Murphy’s 
Tavern is CLOSED this evening 

Save-the-Date  
Back by Popular Demand
Saturday, March 10 11-2pm
Specialty Food and Spirits Day
Find more information at www.
quecheeclub.com. 

Members and Guests Snowshoe for Free

Serving the Quechee area for over 20 years.

Call Now to Reserve Your Spot 
on the Spring and Summer Schedule!
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Molly O’Hara

Pat and Barry Sanders are often seen running along Quechee Main Street, 
in fact, they are known for it, at least by other Quechee residents. 

Pat and Barry met running, so it’s only fitting that they are continuing 
the tradition. They were working at the same company where Pat was head of 
human resources. In fact, Pat was the first person Barry met at the company. She 
had organized a “lunch bunch” running group for employees and Barry joined. 
The rest, as they say, is history. 

A love of sports
Barry says that running every day in the morning is a great way to find the time 

to connect as a couple, to just chat without interference and catch up on 
day-to-day business. Pat is the real runner among the two. She ran the Montreal 
Marathon and qualified for the Boston Marathon with an impressive time of 3:18. 
She ran two more 
Boston Marathons 
after that as well as 
one in Newport and 
two Maine Coast 
M a r a t h o n s , 
eventually moving on 
to triathlons for a 
while. 

Now, Barry says, 
five miles seems to be 
the magic number for 
them and he has a 
hint for the “running 
geeks” in the area. 
“From the Club to 
the Strong House 
Spa and back is just 
about five miles, and 
if you go the other 
way from the Club to 
almost all the way to 
Taftsville Bridge and 
back that is as well. So, you can do a five-mile loop either way and run along 
Quechee Main Street. A flat and scenic run.”

Running is not the only activity Pat and Barry enjoy together, they also ski. 
Barry grew up in Saratoga Springs, New York, and Pat in Groveland, 
Massachusetts, both skied throughout their lives and had even come to Vermont 
to ski. Because of their familiarity with the area and the middle ground between 
families, when Pat and Barry got married in 1995, they chose the Woodstock Inn 
as the perfect setting. “It is such a beautiful place, and I remember many of their 
employees are still at the Inn, and some have moved to the Club,” Barry says.

Settling in Quechee
When the Sanders’ decided they were ready to purchase a second home, 

Barry put a two-hour limit on the distance, and Quechee fit right in, plus they 
knew the area well. In 2004, they found the perfect house when a colleague Pat 
worked with years before had become a local insurance agent, and he said he 
knew of a home that was likely coming up for sale, as word-of-mouth is so often 
the case with those that find homes in Quechee. Barry says that he and Pat are 
on the 50/50 plan, wherein they spend about 50 percent of their time up here 
and the other half back at home in Massachusetts. 

It’s been an incredible experience for them both and their dogs. Previously, 
Barry and Pat had an Australian Shepherd mix who was a gorgeous blue merle 
color named Bear. In fact, his coloring was the inspiration for the name of 
Barry’s management consulting company, Merle Management. Barry says that 
often, others know the dogs before they know the people, and that’s because it’s 
a wonderful area for dogs. So many people have dogs or love visits from 
neighboring dogs, and their new dog, Dewey (named after Dewey’s Mill, of 
course), is equally in love with Quechee as they are!

The Quechee area is full of places the two of them love to visit and activities 
they both enjoy. “We like Friday nights at Davidson’s Bar, friends, friends-to-be, 
staff; it’s the best place to relax and hear good stories. We enjoy Sundays too on 
Dewey’s Deck,” says Pat.

As a former competitive dance skater, Pat still looks for opportunities to skate 

and shared an excellent winter activity with me. When Lake Morey in Fairlee, 
Vermont, freezes over, they plow around the outside. It’s about a four-mile loop 
around the lake, but, of course, not everyone has to make that whole trip! You 
can rent Nordic-style skates that you strap on to your boots. Apparently, they 
are much easier to skate on for longer distances. 

Pat and Barry are avid golfers, both in Quechee and Massachusetts. Barry 
explains that one of his favorite places in all of Quechee is the 18th tee of the 
Highland Golf Course. “In the fall with the foliage, with the balloons going up, 
it’s one of the prettiest golf spots in all the world. You’re about to tee off, and you 
see the hill into the Lake Pinneo valley, and every once in a while you see a 
balloon rising. If we have guests visiting, we always try to play that course.”

Barry had one more piece of advice to share with all of us, “If you’ve never 
seen fireworks at eye-level, it’s the most amazing thing. If you watch them from 
a hill, at eye-level, it’s a whole new dynamic.” n

The Sanders: The Magic of Five Miles

DeweyBear

Barry and Pat Sanders  

We’re All About Your Life Outside 
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control to protect 
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Ron Dull

While it might be true that in the spring a young man’s fancy turns to 
love, for us older guys it turns to more practical things: like ice fishing. 
Or, is that just me? Contrary to what you might have heard it is ice 

fishing, and not polo, which is the true Sport of Kings and manly men.
My friend Doug Cheng told me “Roll down your window” as we crept his 

three-ton Toyota Tundra out onto the frozen surface of Lake Fairlee in Fairlee, 
Vermont. “Why?” I asked, having never done this before in my life. “Because 

if we break through the ice, you can swim out the window,” he explained. This 
made perfect sense and I couldn’t get it down fast enough as I felt the slick 
surface of the lake crunching under the wheels. Knowing exactly when to drive 
onto the ice is very important. There are no safety reports posted anywhere, 
and local knowledge is critical. Doug, who is an expert at these things, mainly 
because he has been dunked before, told me that “when other vehicles are out 
here it’s usually okay.” Usually? I look around trying desperately to find 
something larger than the massive truck. Nothing. Only Subarus, snowmobiles, 
and little jeeps. I roll the back window down also.

Sport of Kings

(603) 448-7458  

(603) 442-5970  

Independent living for seniors, with the  

how we can help you or a loved one.

www.apdlifecare.orgLocated in New Hampshire’s beautiful Upper Valley on the Campus of Alice Peck Day Memorial Hospital
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Angling from the quaint little shacks which you see on Dewey’s Pond, and 
throughout New England, reminds me a lot of sitting in a Port-A-Potti waiting 
for a fish to pop out of the hole. It’s really not my way of fishing. I like boats. 
Granted, some of the shanties have wonderful amenities such as heat and music 
and mini-bars, but all we had was a truck. I was glad for that at first, but as the 
wind continued to blow across the barren lake, I thought seriously of renting a 
structure from an occupant and tossing him out. 

Now, I’m not bragging, but I have fished for Arctic Char in the raging waters 
of the Riverie Poleman in Nunavut where the Inuit guide anchors in the rocks 
of the torrent and you nearly drown as you throw colorful silver and gold spoons 
for the strong fish. I pulled two-hundred-pound halibut up three hundred feet 
from the bottom of Cook Inlet in Alaska, laboring until my arms felt they 
would burst. I almost died of hyperthermia in Wyoming and couldn’t even haul 
in a twenty-inch rainbow from the sleet covered Green River. I pulled in catfish 
the size of dogs while being eaten alive by nuclear-powered mosquitos in the 
swamps of Louisiana. But I have never been so miserable as ice fishing in 
Vermont for eight-inch perch. Never.

“Here’s our spot,” Doug declared as he pulled into a small cove. “Nobody’s 
here.” Now, in my logical mind, there might be a reason for this. The ice was 
populated with numerous VT/NH plated vehicles and burly men sporting wool 
hats, heavy beards, and wearing full camo clothing. If this is such a great spot, 
then why weren’t they here already? Maybe the ice is too thin here? Maybe that’s 
why all those mountain men are someplace else, like over there?

This whining didn’t seem to bother Doug, and once we parked on our spot, 
he instructed me to take the gas-powered auger and drill the holes in a straight 
line. “Why a straight line?” I ask. “If we need to have ten holes wouldn’t it be 
more efficient as a circle with us in the middle?” This made sense to me until 
Doug explained that if we weaken the circumference of a circle, then it would 
be like setting a trap for the next truck that drives through the area. Doug is 
an engineer. I did as I was told and drilled the ten holes in a straight line 
through two feet of ice all the while wondering if the last guys here were as 
smart as Doug. If not, then I would soon be witnessing his Toyota crashing 

through the ice. I must admit, the thought gave me a certain amount of 
satisfaction. I’m a Ford guy.

Once the holes were completed, we rigged a very small rod called a 
“tip-up” over the hole and set a spring so that when a fish bites a little red 
flag pops up. This would be the signal to put down our nice whiskey and run 
from the warm truck to pull in our massive trophy perch. This is only in 
theory. In reality, you must:

#1. Constantly use a scoop to bail out the ten holes from ice since they are 
continually freezing over. There is no getting back into the truck. #2. You bait 
each hook with a lively shiner minnow which you cannot catch in the bait 
bucket without removing your gloves. The minnow does not want to be on the 
hook. He has heard bad things about it, and so he fights like a reluctant marlin. 
#3. Before you can toss Mister Minnow into the hole, you realize that the line, 
now resembling stiff copper wire, has frozen to the surface of the lake and must 
be pried free using your wet, ice-covered and naked hands. #4. Proceed to bait 
all ten rods. This is not possible because sometime before you are finished a 
little red flag pops up, and you go running, skidding, and sliding to a hole to 
pull in a frozen perch, which is only slightly bigger than the minnow it just ate. 
Note: the fish cannot be removed and the hook re-baited without taking your 
gloves off (again). Attempt to repeat steps #1 through #4 as another stupid, 
annoying red flag pops up somewhere down the line. Some might erroneously 
conclude, “Well, that sounds like some darn exciting fishing.” I guess, but only 
in a way similar to having electrodes attached to your body.

Hours later, covered in fish slime and ice, shaking and numb we thankfully 
crawled the truck onto the lovely firm dirt of the shoreline. We had filled a 
five-gallon bucket of perch, and I must admit once I thawed out a few days later 
they were delicious to eat. Doug asked me, “So, how did you like ice fishing?” 
I admitted to him that I’d rather spend the day surf casting for big Redfish or 
drowning in the sea. I rolled up the windows trying to get warm. Doug and I 
never went ice fishing again. Good.

See you on the lake!
Cap’n Ron n

Mon, Tue, Wed, & Fri
8am-5pm

Thurs
8am-7pm

 

 

802-295-4887
587 Hartford Avenue
White River Junction 

Vermont
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 Infant & children’s evaluations
 Pre- and post-laser surgery services
 Largest optical showroom in the area
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Medicare and Major Medical Accepted
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myeyecareforlife.com

Dr. Eugene J. Bernal
Dr. Sandra K. Dufour

Dr. Nicholas A. Pittman
Dr. Shawn P. Morris

Dr. Ran He

From Farm to Floor, 
Karastan’s wool carpeting 

is one the most 
environmentally friendly 
products that can be used 

in your home.
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QUECHEE LIBRARY NEWS
Kate Schaal

Historical fiction set during the 1912 “Bread and Roses” strike in the 
Lawrence, Massachusetts textile mills will give Quechee/Wilder 
Libraries an opportunity to present a series of multi-generational 

programs about labor history, immigration experiences, and the Barre granite 
industry. The book centers on a young Italian-American girl and a runaway boy 
who arrive in Barre as foster children in need of a haven. Awarded 50 copies of 
the Vermont Reads 2018 title Bread, and Roses, Too by Katherine Paterson, the 
libraries will have book discussions, a display of movies with related themes of 
protest, a screening of Newsies, and a Vermont Humanities Council presentation 
of Solidarity Forever: Songs of Unions and Labor. Watch for dates including a 
workshop and discussion with young art students about picket signs they have 
made. A statewide 
reading project, 
Vermont Reads is an 
annual l ibrary 
favorite. 

Bees & honey
Along with 

breads and roses, 
expect to see jars of 
honey and bee 
products at the 
library as promotion 
for a double feature 
on Saturday, March 
4 about bees and 
honey: beekeeping 
and apitherapy. At 10am, Troy Hall of Hall Apiaries in Plainfield will talk about 
beekeeping, breeding Queen bees, and sustainable farming practices. At 11am, 
Reyah Carlson presents her talk, The Medicine Chest Known as The Beehive. 
Carlson, a practitioner of apitherapy (which uses bee venom to treat various 
ailments), lectures widely about the benefits of bee venom as well as honey 
products. Come for one or both of the sessions. Come out of simple curiosity or 
to consider beekeeping or these types of therapy. Refreshments will surely 
feature honey.  

Facebook Workshop
Facebook is not only dominating the social media world but is lately 

frequently in the news.   Whether one is checking posts continually, or one 

is wondering whether it is time to finally join, the libraries issue an invitation 
to a Facebook workshop (for those unclear of the mechanics) followed by a 
discussion of its impact on both the nation and individual lives. Marieke 

Sperry and Nick Clemens will host. 
Visit the Quechee Library and 
Wilder Club and Library Facebook 
page or the website for dates and 
times. 

Library funding
Throughout the holidays, the 

libraries were enmeshed in Hartford 
budget workshops after learning 
that a proposed budget had a10 
percent reduction in funding for the 
town’s three incorporated libraries. 
Letters, emails, and phone calls 
voicing concern to the Hartford 
town manager and select board 
were passionate and articulate. 
They made the difference along 
with background papers developed 
by the library, now on the library 
website. The final budget includes 
full funding of the libraries’ requests; 
this will be voted on in March. 
These town budget hearings 
coincided with our annual appeal. 
The benefits of being an 

incorporated library in an engaged community are clearly multi-fold. Not 
only are the operating expenses now met, but the library was able to replace 
deteriorated clapboards and windows on the Willard Road side of the 
building, and intends to continue the needed maintenance work with a 
volunteer painting day in May, followed by more clapboard work. 

Meanwhile, stop in as often as you can to join a book discussion (Sci-Fi on 
the last Monday of the month at 6pm, and Mysteries on the first Monday at 
4pm), look for new films and new books enjoy newspapers, a puzzle, a chess 
board, or one of the many individual activities set out on library tables.  n

Hours are MWF 10am-6pm; Tue & Thur 2-7pm, Saturday 9am-2pm. 
Storytime is every Wednesday at 10am; Friday folk time at 10am for ages 5-11. 

Sue Fox and Jo Allsopp stain the new 
office windows.

Bill Eastwood, Quechee Library treasurer

Library trustee Katie McCarthy and son, Tommy, volunteered 
on Martin Luther King Day sorting books for the book sale.

WILDER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

BUILDING

REMODELING

CUSTOM 
CABINETRY

William W. Dow
802-295-2915
Est. 1982
QLLA Approved Builder
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AROUND TOWN
Stacey Mello Opens Hartland Wellness Center 

Looking for an apartment in Hartland, Vermont, Stacey Mello came 
across an opportunity that was too good to pass, and one that has 
fulfilled a longtime desire. 

As a part-time fitness instructor, personal trainer, and sports 
nutritionist for the past 20 years, Stacey asked about the unoccupied 
yoga studio space that was in the lower level of the building that she was 

looking at an apartment in. When the landowner told her that they 
weren’t quite sure what to do with the space, Stacey says, “I went for it,” 
and quit her full-time job as a pre-school teacher and paraprofessional, 
something she had been doing for the past 25 years.  

Since opening, Stacey says, “It’s blown me away, the support from the 
community that I’ve received. I can go anywhere in Hartland, and 
people know me. I feel like Norm from Cheers. I like that,” she says. 

Currently, Stacey has three yoga instructors and three group fitness 
instructors teaching: yoga, Tabata (a form of high-intensity interval 
training, Jazzercise, sculpt and strength training, mat Pilates, and Pound 
Fitness (a cardio workout inspired by drumming).  When the weather 
warms, Stacey plans on moving outside and offering a boot camp fitness 
class at the park. She’s also planning on offering summer camps for kids. 

Hartland Wellness Center is open 8am to 8pm Monday through 
Friday and Saturday and Sunday from 9am to 1pm. To find more about 
the center and to get the class schedule, visit hartlandwellnesscenter.
com or call 603-703-6757. n

Hartland Wellness Center, 2 Quechee Road in Hartland

Call (802) 773-7833

Complete Liquid 
Fertilization Program 

Including Weed-Insect Control
Liming - Core Aeration

ORGANIC Fertilizer Program

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE
 

For a
Beautiful
  Lawn...

A Place to 
Relax.

Hot Breakfast • Indoor Heated Pool
Fitness Facility • Wireless Internet

Pet Friendly
 

Q.L.L.A. Discount Program
for family & freinds of Quechee landowners

Full Service Restaurant/Lounge 
On Premises

US Route 4 Quechee VT
www.qualityinnquecheegorge.com
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NATALIE CHARRON  – continued from page 1

Her love of music
Natalie is an accomplished musician. She began 

playing the piano at the age of 7 and stopped when 
at 10 she picked up the saxophone in the fifth grade. 
“We were starting band, and they were demonstrating 
all the instruments and the saxophone just seemed 
the coolest,” Natalie says about her choice in 
learning a new instrument. “I loved the way it 
sounded, and I knew that I could use it to play a lot 
of the music that I enjoy listening to, such as rock 
and jazz. I enjoy listening to Charlie Parker, Duke 
Ellington, and Benny Goodman – even though he’s 
a clarinetist,” she says.

While she didn’t stop playing the piano, the 
saxophone has remained her primary instrument 
throughout middle and high school band. Natalie has 
also been very active in honors ensembles. In sixth 
grade, she began auditioning for the district band 
festivals and, not only was accepted that year, but has 
made it every year since. She has also participated in 
the All-State Band Festival for the past three years, 
the All-New England Festival at Plymouth State 
University in Plymouth, New Hampshire, for the past 
two years, the New England Music Festival 
Association or NEMFA this previous year, and the 
district jazz band for the past two years. “Auditioning 
for and participating in these festivals has been a great 
experience in which I get to play challenging music 
and work with talented students and conductors. I 
look forward to them every year,” she says.

Natalie is applying to music programs at 
Northeastern University, Boston University, Ithaca 
College, University of Massachusetts Amherst, and 

the University of Vermont as she hopes to continue 
playing the saxophone after college as well. I asked her 
if she was excited about graduating and heading to 
college, and she answered with an enthusiastic “yes!”

One thing she is looking forward to is finding 
others who want to create a jazz band as she hasn’t had 
that experience yet. Natalie would like to continue 
playing her sax in jazz bands as much as possible. Also, 
she is looking forward to “just more people. More 
people around, more things going on.” As someone 
who grew up in the Upper Valley, I can entirely relate! 

Volunteering at the Montshire
Others may recognize Natalie from seeing her play 

her saxophone during one of her favorite Upper 
Valley summer activities, volunteering at the 
Montshire Museum of Science. Every summer since 
she turned 15, Natalie has been a volunteer helper 
with the preschool camps. She has a lot of fun helping 
with both the Nature Camp where preschoolers get to 

explore and observe local plants and animals as well 
as the Science Camp where the kids get to play with 
predictions and experiments. “I’ve loved volunteering 
at the Montshire. I get to work with children and 
have the opportunity to help teach them,” she says. 

With everything that Natalie is involved in, she 
will likely be a missed presence in the Upper Valley, 
particularly in the Quechee area, when she leaves for 
college. “It’s been wonderful growing up in an area 
with so many great people around who have been so 
kind and friendly to me. I’m grateful for the opportu-
nities that have been presented to me while living 
here, such as learning to ski, attending The Quechee 
Club summer camp when I was younger, working at 
The Quechee Club, and volunteering at the 
Montshire Museum” she says. 

I just have one suggestion for The Quechee Club 
before Natalie heads off to college – maybe a going 
away jazz recital is in order? n

Upper Valley Haven
713 Hartford Avenue

White River Junction, Vermont 05001
uppervalleyhaven.org

802.295.6500

Illustration on front:  
Gouache prototype by Sabra Field for the Upper Valley Haven © 2016

713 Hartford Avenue • White River Junction, VT 05001
(802) 295-6500 • uppervalleyhaven.org

Join us in making a difference for more  
than 14,000 people each year in the  
Upper Valley who are facing poverty  

and homelessness.

Food Shelf       Adult, Family & Seasonal Shelters       Education 
Service Coordination       Children’s Program       Volunteer Services

Upper Valley 
Haven

The need in our  
community is great.  

Natalie with her parents Andy and Anne; at 15 playing at Lyman Park; Natalie and her brother Brian
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MEMORY LANE

802-457-2228
TerraceCommunities.com

 
Woodstock Terrace 456 Woodstock Road, Woodstock, VT
 

Wheelock Terrace
 

32 Buck Road, Hanover, NH
 

Valley Terrace
 

2820 Christian Street, White River Jct., VT  
Physical location: Wilder, VT near Norwich

This walk down Memory Lane is sponsored by Woodstock Terrace

QLC Transfers Major 
Properties to Landowners

Ownership of restored barns 
and houses of Quechee 
Fells Farm and the new 

Quechee clubhouse and tennis 
courts was transferred to Quechee 
Lakes Landowners Association, a 
Vermont Corporation, earlier this 
year, it has been announced by 
Henry Brook, president of 
Quechee Lakes Corporation. The 

transfer of ownership is in the 
original plan for the recreation 
second home community being 
developed in and around 
Quechee. As facilities and certain 
properties are completed by the 
development company (QLC) 
they are being deeded to the 
permanent resident management 
company of landowners (QLLA).

In this latest and major 
transferal, five buildings plus other 

recreational facilities became the 
property of the landowners 
association. They comprise The 
Quechee Club, clubhouse 
completed in May 1974; the Pro 
Shop; Quechee Fells Barn, 
renovated to serve as a young 
people’s recreation center with 
one wing housing the Quechee 
Engine Co.; the house of the golf 
professional, a restored farmhouse 
and tennis courts. n

Historic Significance of  
Road Names in the Area
RobeRt FRost: Distinguished American poet 
by recognition and a Vermonter by preference, 
Robert Frost was poet laureate of Vermont and 
for many years, “First Citizen” of the town of 
Ripton. He was long associated with the 
Middlebury College School of English and its 
writers conference.
HoRace GReeley: A great journalist, founder 
of the New York (Herald) Tribune and a founder 
of the Republican Party. Between 1826-1830 
he walked eleven miles from his home in West 
Haven to a little printing shop in East 
Poultney, every day.
WalteR HaRd: A Vermont poet and a true 
original Yankee, owned and operated the 
Johnny Appleseed Bookstore in Manchester. 
Walter Hard, Jr. was editor of Vermont Life.
James HaRtness: The town of Springfield’s 
early prosperity was largely due to this interna-
tionally known inventor of the turret lathe 
among other things, who also served as 
Governor.
antHony HasWell: Author, printer, 
pamphleteer. In 1783, he established the state’s 
second newspaper, The Vermont Gazette and one 
year later become postmaster general of the 
Republic of Vermont. In 1792, he was publishing 
the Herald of Freedom in Rutland, which became 
the Rutland Herald two years later. n

Cover Story from  
Quechee Times Spring 1975




