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Pam Vernon

Raymond and Suella 
Clark and their four 
Clark children—

Matthew, 17, Anthony, 15, 
Erin, 13 and Kiera, 8—have 
had a home in Quechee for 
the past five years. This is a 

family that doesn’t take for 
granted the quality of life that 
Quechee offers. They enjoy 
every minute of their time 
here.

Ray and Suella grew up 
in South Africa, in Umkom-
aas, a small town on the east 

The Clarks Long Road to Home
coast that, Ray says, felt very 
much like Quechee—Ray’s 
parents were both born in 
South Africa, as was Suella’s 
dad; her mom was born in 
London. Ray and Suella met 
when they were nine-year-
olds sitting next to each other 
in school. They agreed to stay 
in touch after high school, 
met up four months later 
and decided to get married. 
In 1998, and ready to start a 
family, they both realized that 
South Africa was not an ideal 
place to raise their children. 
The crime and violence had 
reached such a level that they 
decided to leave. They both 
admit leaving their birth 
country and moving away 
from their parents as one 
of the toughest decisions of 
their lives, and they were not 
alone. Their high school class 
is scattered all around the 
globe and many South Afri-
cans have adopted new coun-

Volunteer Extraordinaire  
Diane Ames

Ruth Sylvester

Quechee is blessed 
with an outstanding 
collection of capable, 

energetic people who turn 
their talents to the support 
of many worthy causes, both 
local and larger. Notable in 
this group is Diane Ames, full 
of vigor and wide smiles. She’s 
raised three successful sons 
(and is working her magic 
on three grandchildren), 
accumulated an impressive 
résumé and greased the wheels 
of the world with extensive 
volunteering. With good 
reason she has been called “a 
volunteer extraordinaire!”

Continued on page 16

Anne Critchley Sapio

In 1977, the Peter family 
of Connecticut bought a 
lot in Quechee and built 

a vacation home for their 
family of four children and 
their wider circle of active 
friends. Margot and Latham 
(Lee) loved skiing, tennis, 
hiking, as well any other 
sport that looked like fun. 
Their children followed suit.

Peter Peter, their third 
child, said his parents wanted 
a casual home, with an open 
feel and no grass to mow and 
many beds. His mom liked 
the opportunity to have fam-
ily members and guests share 
in the cooking. Now it’s the 
next generation who enjoy 
the home in a key location 
near the clubhouse.

Continued on page 4

Peter Allison Brings 
Local Food to Others 

Diane with grandchildren
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Soon the vibrant colors of fall will draw many to Vermont seeking outdoor 
adventures, “leaf-peeping” opportunities, farm stands, and fall artisan and 
craft fairs.

In this edition, you’ll read about some of the people, places and adventures 
that make Quechee so appealing. Whether it’s heading out in a kayak or canoe 
to paddle on one of the many ponds or rivers in the area; spending an afternoon 
golfing, playing tennis or lounging around the pool at the Quechee Club; or 
heading to The Green to share a walk and conversations with friends, there’s 
plenty of chances to take in the beauty of the fall season. 

While the beauty of the area is what draws people here, it’s the people that 
make many want to call Quechee home. The profiles in this edition show the 
many reasons why. Ruth Sylvester writes about Diane Ames who goes above and 
beyond to give back to our community. Anne Critchley Sapio introduces us to 
Peter Allison who helped establish a hands-on education program between farms 
and local schools. And, Pam Vernon tells the story of how the Clarks, a family 
originally from South Africa, think of Quechee as home.

There are so many stories to share about the people and activities in this 
community and we’re always looking for your input. If you have someone you’d 
like us to profile, share an adventure that you’ve taken, or a photo of you and 
your pet, please send me an email at editor@quecheetimes.com. I’d love to hear 
from you! 

 Take care, 
 Anne
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Great reasons to go to WOODSTOCK
V E R M O N T

Well years later, it’s Peter, a 
part-time Quechee resident, in the 
kitchen. His father thought he was a 
very lucky man to find work he loved 
in Vermont and be able to support 
his family as well. After some years 
working elsewhere, Peter was drawn 
to a life in Vermont.

Bringing hands-on 
education to local schools

In 2004, Peter began consult-
ing with DSM Environmental in 
Ascutney, Vermont, when he and 
his young family joined Cobb Hill, a 
co-housing community in Hartland. 
In 2007, when an ad appeared in 
the paper for someone to spearhead 
a new initiative—Farm to School, 
which would begin in the Hartland 
elementary school, Peter grabbed 
the opportunity. It was a part-time 
position allowing him to continue 
his work as an independent consul-
tant on other environmental efforts, 
including helping coordinate the 
Woodstock Trails Partnership, which 
started the annual “Trek to Taste” 
event at the Marsh Billings Rock-

efeller National Historic Park. The 
Farm to School project that ensued 
was a delight to students and faculty, 
as well as the local farms that opened 
their properties and operations for 
hands-on education. They included 
gardens at schools, food tastings, 
field trips and so much more. Peter 
described one extended project, 
which turned into a moneymaker for 
the students. They grew pounds and 

pounds of tomatoes from 36 plants 
donated from the greenhouses at the 
Windsor Correctional Facility, with 
so much to spare they needed a plan 
for immediate consumption. So they 
made tons of their locally sourced 
salsa recipe, developed labels and 
sold many, many jars. Their profit 
was $800. The varied projects of the 
program were geared to enhance the 
children’s awareness of growing food, 

eating healthy food and using locally 
grown food. The “Let’s move” man-
tra of Michelle Obama was in full 
force, as well. 

The reality of what is known as 
“food insecure” is that one in four 
Vermont children live in homes that 
have to choose between spending 
money on food and paying rent, gas 
and other expenses each month. The 
school meal programs are aware and 
address this deficiency. In Vermont 
there are key organizations that help 
to ameliorate the problem. Educa-
tion regarding resources such as food 
banks, Vermont FEED, social ser-
vices and others is part of the Farm 
to School program objective.

The Upper Valley Farm to 
School Network 

In the next year, Peter jettisoned 
this small grant-supported pro-
gram into the Upper Valley Farm 
to School Network involving more 
schools. He directed the network 
until 2014, when he handed off the 
management of this expanded orga-
nization to another non-profit, Vital 
Communities. The ideal happened, 
The Upper Valley Farm to School 

Bring Fresh Food to Others: Peter Allison– 
continued from page 1

Peter, left, with family.
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Great reasons to go to WOODSTOCK
V E R M O N T

experience a great selection of quality New England artists

6 Elm Street, Woodstock, Vermont 05091 / 802.457.2012 / www.woodstockgalleryVT.com

Network was now situated in a well-
known and stable organization. 
“And they are doing a terrific job,” 
says Peter. He is now on the project’s 
advisory board.

Next and currently, Peter again 
expanded his reach to include all 
of New England. In 2011, he was 
asked to be the network director 
of the start-up Farm to Institutions 
New England (FINE.) Using his 
more than 35 years of experience in 
promoting local food sourcing, food 
education, food growers’ concerns, 

and in his knowledge of urban and 
environmental policy, he has been 
instrumental in forwarding the 
goals of the organization to a wider 
audience. “As one in four people in 
New England eat meals at schools, 
hospitals and on college campuses, 
it is clear that institutions are an 
important market for farmers. FINE 
has begun to work with large food 
service companies, as well as the 
local farms. Healthy eating, and just 
as importantly, the economy of the 
region are vital to the goals of FINE. 

Increasing local food production, 
and including expanding the use 
of fish, from the coastal states (all 
but Vermont), is their challenge,” 
he says. Peter explains that a recent 
study from American Farmland and 
Trust concludes that 30 percent of 
farmers in New England are likely to 
exit farming over the next decade. 
They cite that the outstanding 
majority have no one to take over. 
Yet with the bold food vision for 
New England: “50 in 60”—50 per-
cent of food we consume will be 
produced in New England by 2060. 
Who knows? Maybe more city folk 
will be drawn to the life of a farmer 
or to some other facet of food pro-
duction, especially with the added 
support they might enjoy.

In his spare time
Peter is the perfect young can-

didate to live in Vermont. He is fit 
and athletic and well educated. His 
sons—19 and 14—are, as well. They 
ski, hike, bike, play soccer and lots 
of other sports. Peter and his boys 
just hiked the over 4800-foot Mt. 
Moosilauke in New Hampshire on 
Father’s Day.

Peter rides in the 100-mile Point-
to-Point Bike Race, an annual char-
ity fundraiser for the Vermont Food 
Bank, which originates and ends at 
Harpoon Brewery. And even more, 
he substitutes as a bike guide in Ver-
mont for Great Freedom Adventures, 
a company his college roommate’s 
sister started. It’s a nice change of 
pace to round out his active life. 

“The participants are always sur-
prised with the length and frequent 
occurrence of hills. They don’t 
expect it to be so hard, he says and 
adds, “Biking in Vermont is some of 
the best anywhere.” n

Peter with sons.
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See the page on our new website at www.quecheetimes.comWOODSTOCK
V E R M O N T

ARoUnD town
Fare Thee Well and Thank You, Scotland By the Yard!

I would like to personally thank Don Ransom, owner of Scotland by the Yard, 
for his years of loyalty to the Quechee Times and to the Quechee community, as 
a whole. I have known Don since I was 11-years-old (my best childhood friend 
was the daughter of the original founders of the business) and have watched 
him spearhead the annual Scottish Festival and run and grow the familiar Celtic 
Imports business from its early days on Main Street in Quechee. I was recently 
looking through archive issues of the Quechee Times and saw an ad for Scotland 
by the Yard (see below) in the very first issue published in December 1972. I am 
quite certain they have advertised in every issue since then.

Rumor has it that he and his wife, Susan, will be retiring the business soon. 
With great appreciation and gratitude, I wish you both a wonderful next adven-
ture and thank you whole-heartedly for the 44 years of advertising loyalty!

Quechee Ski Team – Registration Open Oct. 1
The Quechee Alpine Ski Club (aka The Quechee Ski Team) is an oppor-

tunity for children ages 7 to 18 to participate in alpine ski racing. Led by an 
experienced coaching staff, the Quechee Ski Team is for children who love 
to ski and provides them with the chance to improve their skiing skills, while 
learning how to race. Racers re placed in one of five different levels depending 
on their age and ability. There’s no racing experience required to join the team, 
but skiers need to be comfortable skiing all types of terrain. Younger skiers must 
be able to get on and off the chairlift unassisted.

As a member of the United States Ski and Snowboard Association (USSA) 
and the Mid-Vermont Council of the Vermont Alpine Racing Association 
(VARA), the Quechee Ski Team participates in racing events with teams from 
Killington, Middlebury, Okemo, Pico and Suicide Six. Quechee hosts four to six 
USSA and VARA-sanctioned races during the season. Our parent volunteers 
maintain a consistent reputation for organizing and running successful races. 

Our pre-
season kicks off 
with a Dryland 
Training Camp 
run by our head 
coach Bernard 
Haskell with 
help from our 
coaching staff 
and Dartmouth 
College ski rac-
ers. Our regular 
season kicks off Continued on page 26
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Sharin Luti

This year, Quechee Lakes Landowners Association (QLLA) Charities 
celebrated “32 Years of Giving” by hosting two signature events to 
benefit the Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth-Hithcock (CHaD). 

The CHaD Classic Golf Tournament and the Casino Night Gala.The CHaD 
Classic was held on June 13. Both of our golf courses were filled by golfers anx-
ious to enjoy the beauty and challenge of golfing in Quechee while supporting 
a wonderful cause. The tournament was another great success!

On July 30, the Quechee Club was transformed into a “Wild West” Casino 
upstairs along with a Silent Auction and Live Auction. Downstairs, guests 
enjoyed a delicious offering of Western-oriented dining fare. Guests could also 

have their pictures taken with the life-size “Singleton’s Bull” in our complimen-
tary photo booth. 

If you would like to view the festivities of the Classic and/or the Gala, please 
visit www.chadkids.org/chadclassic 

Thanks to everyone who attended the "Cowboy Up" Gala, donated prizes, 
sponsored a gaming table and bid on auction items. Thanks also to those who 
served as hole spotters, refreshment servers, bakers, volunteers and sponsors of 
a cart or hole at the June CHaD Classic Golf Tournament. 

The proceeds from these two events allowed us to donate $105,000 to the 
Child Advocacy and Protection Program (CAPP) within CHaD. This brings 
the QLLA Charities total donations to CHaD to over $2.23 million. n 

603.442.6740
www.cabinetryconceptsNH.com

603.442.6750  
www.surfacesolutionsNH.com

CHaD Classic Golf Tournament and Casino  
Night Gala: Once Again a Huge Success 
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Galla Committee with Singleton’s Bull.
Gail Ferney, Diane Ames and Sharin Luti present check to Deb Pullin and Dr. Keith Loud from 
CHaD
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Kate Schaal

Believe in second chances? In reading aloud? In lovely walks? Then take a 
storybook walk down by the Quechee Gorge this August. As a conclusion 
to the children’s summer reading program, Quechee Library has installed 

its third story walk. This time, it’s all about baseball. Preferably with child in hand, 
walk the Gorge path and enjoy Ernest Lawrence Thayer’s Casey at the Bat: A Ballad 
of the Republic. Casey gets a second chance for an important hit. Will joy come to 
Mudville at last? Watch a ball fly into space, visit some wonders of the world via the 
printed page—laminated and posted, and then…well, consolation. “Oh, somewhere 
in this crazy world, some kids are having fun…” 

There’s no bigger baseball fan and no more beloved Vermont author, with 
national acclaim and with, as Howard Norman says, “bittersweet pen pressed hard 
to page,” then Howard Frank Mosher. Mosher has kindly agreed to return to the 
Quechee Library in October to discuss his latest novel, God’s Kingdom. Copies of 
the just released paperback will be available as will, no doubt, pies—since that par-
ticular refreshment suggests the Thanksgiving opening of the story. The narrative 
is about the intertwining relationships of generations of natives, outcasts, fugitives, 
and wanderers of every ethnic background who have chosen to settle in this remote, 
beautiful landscape just to our north. Humor and wisdom abound in every Mosher 
book and every Mosher conversation. Watch for the upcoming date. 

Needle workers resume conversing, knitting and stitching together at the 
Quechee Library mid-October on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. to approxi-
mately 8 p.m in the upstairs. A younger group, organized by nine-year old Harper 
Fallon, meets downstairs. Now and then there’s a highlighted evening for a special 
textile program and the season will kick off with Karyn Lord’s presentation, “For 
the Love of the Needle.”

On Tuesday, October 11 at 7 p.m. Karyn Lord, an exceptional needle worker, 
will give a talk illustrated by a trunk show. A display of her work will be ongoing 
for the month as well, but try not to miss the chance to learn more about historic 
needlework and folk art. Hear what has inspired the hooked rugs, dolls, quilts, 
punch needle embroidery and cross stitch in this show of Karyn’s collective work. 
Since moving to Quechee from Massachusetts last year, Karyn can generally be 
found at the Tuesday gatherings. She will also talk specifically about “penny rugs,” 
a specialty of hers—a winter date to be announced. Thrifty homemakers in the Civil 
War era were fond of including cats, birds, flowers, stars and hearts in their rugs. 
Come to be similarly cheered and inspired. 

Also in the fall are various new and on-going discussion series, which always 
welcome new participants. A Hard Look at America, the Pulitzer Prize-Winning 
Journalism series, has proved politically timely. Led by Vermont Humanities 
Council scholar Suzanne Brown, the series concludes Thursday, September 1 
at 6:30 p.m. with a discussion of Summer for the Gods: The Scopes Trial and 
America’s Continuing Debate Over Science and Religion. Copies of the book are 
available for borrowing.

The library’s two homegrown discussion groups meet on Mondays. Gener-
ally, the Monday Mystery group meets upstairs on the first Monday of each 
month at 4 p.m. Labor Day brings a rescheduling to September 12 for a discus-
sion of murder mysteries set in the 1800s. A wide choice of titles is always on 
display, ready for borrowing.

The Sci Fi discussion group meets the last Monday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Upcoming dates and books include: Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas 
Adams for August 29 and Kindred by Octavia Butler for September 26. Again, 
copies are available for borrowing.

Tea Theater evolved into an evening series this summer and continues 
through the month of August on Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. A film appropriate to 
the Hard Look VHC series—and, indeed, the current national political cam-
paigns—will be shown. The evening is rounded out by a discussion over supper. 
Bring a sandwich and count on a lively talk led by Christina Reynolds and a 
delicious dessert made by Charlotte Merrill.

The Merrills’ contribution to the library continued this summer with pro-
grams by Charlotte’s brother, Kristan Wheaton, intelligence studies professor at 
Mercyhurst University and a “gamemaster.” His July talk was extremely inter-
esting as are the games (some to be seen at the library now and all available 
through sourcesandmethodsgames.com). The generosity doesn’t stop as he will 
now enlist some of his students in a designed research study to help us consider 
how this library should grow and evolve in these changing times. If interested in 

QUechee LibRARy

blm
The Upper Valley’s

Family-Owned Roofing Company

18 Years Experience
––––––––––––––––––––––
FREE ESTIMATES
–––––––––––––––––––
FULLY INSURED

We operate our company with a focus on quality workmanship,
while offering�mall-town customer�ervice

and affordable labor�ates.

MENTION THIS AD FOR

5% OFF
Your Roofing Repair

or Replacement

802-649-1485
Norwich, Vermont

roofing

Galla Committee with Singleton’s Bull.
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Quechee Library Events
Storytimes every Wednesday at Quechee Public Library
Thursday, August 25, 5:30 pm: Tea Theater at the Quechee Library. 

Bring your picnic supper and enjoy conversation, a classic film and special 
dessert.

Monday August 29, 6 pm: Sci Fi Discussion at the Quechee Library 
focuses on Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy

Thursday September 8, 6:30 pm: Vermont Humanities Council discus-
sion, Hard Look at America, at Quechee Library focuses on Summer for the 
Gods with scholar Suzanne Brown.

Tuesday September 12, 4 pm: Monday Mystery Group meets at the 
Quechee Library. Borrow one or more of several titles on display.

Monday September 26, 6 pm: Sci Fi Discussion at the Quechee Library 
focuses on Kindred by Octavia Butler.

Monday October 3, 4 pm: Monday Mystery Group meets at the Quechee 
Library. Borrow one or more of several titles on display.

helping to pose the best question for students to analyze, please email. 
Meanwhile, rest assured as far as our place in augmented reality games. The 

Quechee Library is a Pokemon-Go stop. 
The Book-a-Square fundraising campaign continues to raise funds to help 

replace the 20-year-old main-floor carpet. It is gratifying to see the squares on 
the large poster colored in by contributors. Perhaps accumulated funds will allow 
for installation as soon as this winter. 

As summer wanes and fall comes on, be sure to take full advantage of the 
many passes the library now has for free or discounted entry to special parks, 
sites, museums and more. Hildene in Manchester is the latest addition. 

For those already enjoying ListenUp for downloadable audio books there’s 
good news. The library is beginning to purchase titles available only to Quechee/
Wilder Library patrons to help both to whittle down wait time for popular 
titles, and to selectively make some interesting purchases with less wide appeal. 
OneClick, another downloadable consortium, has added many of the “Great 
Courses.” Find links to both from the quecheelibrary.org website.

Traditional fall programs of course include the fall foliage booksale, Marieke 
Sperry and Paula Pitts’ hosting of Halloween activities for kids, and Legos pro-
grams on Friday afternoons. September mornings will bring a resumption of 
Friday Folk Tales at 10 for homeschoolers and other children five and older 
who are visiting or out of school. Then, for the littlest musicmakers, Jo Brambles 
will be at the Quechee Library one Friday a month and at the Wilder Club and 
Library the first Tuesday of each month. Ten o’clock is when there is much 
singing and dancing to Jo’s tunes. 

Quechee Library hours are: M,W,F, 10-6; T,Th, 2-7;  and Saturday. 9-2. Sto-
rytime is every Wednesday at 10 a.m. The Friends’ steering committee meets on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 11 a.m. and welcomes new members. Like us on 
Facebook too, and look for us on Instagram and Twitter as well. n 

landscapes • portraits • families

www.lisalacassephotography.com

Quechee, VT • lisalacasse52@gmail.com • (802) 295-7378

Galla Committee with Singleton’s Bull.
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(603) 448-7458  

(603) 442-5970  

F�e cu��e

R�owned re�e�i�

C��g sta�

Independent living for seniors, with the  
�nest amenities. Call us today to see 
how we can help you or a loved one.

Gre� shopp�g

www.AlicePeckDay.org/About/LifecareLocated in New Hampshire’s beautiful Upper Valley on the Campus of Alice Peck Day Memorial Hospital

tries to call home. As Suella describes 
it, “It started to get bad when I was 
in my teens. Everyone you knew was 
affected by the crime in some way. 
Homes have security systems and 
bars on the windows. Many homes 
have electrified fences, some with 
barbed wire, guard dogs and security 
at night. It’s scary.” She visited her 
sister and parents there last month, 
was happy to see them but realized 
how secure and safe she feels in the 
United States.

Ray explains that with the shift of 
power following the necessary elimi-
nation of the apartheid system came 

a period of uncertainty for the coun-
try. “Unfortunately, there is such a 
gap between the haves and have nots 
and a vast number of the population 
have turned to criminal activity in 
an attempt to sustain themselves. It 
was always going to be a significant 
challenge to rid the country of the 
negative impact brought upon it by 
apartheid, but thanks to people like 
Nelson Mandela, the foundation was 
laid for meaningful change, including 
a constitution that recognizes 11 offi-
cial languages,” he says.

To Ireland
Unsure as to the future of the 

country and the outcome of the chal-
lenges that the New South Africa 
faced at the time, Ray and Suella 
packed up Ray’s golf bag (of course!) 
and their backpacks and moved to 
Northern Ireland. Coincidently, 
as they were leaving, so was Arch 
Bishop Desmund Tutu, having com-
pleted the charter of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission in South 
Africa; Tutu was invited to assist in 
the peace talks in Northern Ireland 
ultimately establishing Northern Ire-
land’s version of this human rights 
policy. 

They lived in Northern Ireland, 

just outside Belfast, for five years, 
and then Ray was given a promotion 
and transferred to Limerick, Ireland 
in 2004, now a family of five with 
the addition of Matthew, Anthony 
and Erin. They found Ireland to be 
a friendly, welcoming place. Ray 
“learned to drink Guinness, eat pota-
toes and golf in the rain.” In 2005, 
with yet another promotion, the fam-
ily made the move to the U.S., set-
tling in Beverly, Massachusetts. Kiera 
arrived in 2007—the only US born 
member of the immediate Clark fam-
ily—and she is totally into those all-
American My Little Ponies, offering 
to share them with me as we chatted.

And finally Quechee
So how did the Clarks find their 

way to Quechee? Like many of us, 
friends brought them here. Ray was 
invited to play in a member/guest golf 
tournament with a business associate. 
“I was sitting on Aidan Browne’s deck, 
looking at the wonderful view and sip-
ping champagne and thought, I will 
own a house here one day if it’s the last 
thing I do. A beautiful summer’s day in 
Vermont can’t be beat!” he recalls. The 
family began coming here from Beverly 
for visits and then decided it was time 
to buy. Ray loves a bargain and found 
a house in 2011, which the family has 
truly made their home. Suella says that 
Ray had always dreamt of being an 
architect and he has great vision when 
it comes to houses. He really sees the 
potential and has used that vision, 
along with his enthusiasm to get several 
of his friends to buy in Quechee. 

And specifically what do 
each of the Clark’s like 
about Quechee?

Matthew – “The golf and ski-
ing. I bring friends up to ski with 
me in the winter. But my favorite 
thing is to cook breakfast early in 
the morning for the family on the 
grill at Lake Pinneo! My specialty 

The Clarks: Home Sweet Home– 
continued from page 1
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is eggs with avocado wrapped in 
bacon.” 

Anthony – “The lake and skiing.” 
He’s a 15-year old guy and that’s what 
he said!

Erin – “Swimming, golfing and 
the food. Especially the lunch buffet 
on Dewey’s Deck on Saturday.” 

Kiera – “The playgrounds (or 
“parks”) at Lake Pinneo and on The 
Green are my favorite, I learned to 
swim and ski here, I love it.”

Suella – “I love the quality of life.” 
Both she and Ray learned to ski in 
Quechee, as have all the kids. We 
relax and enjoy the safety and beauty 
here. Quechee is a place to just be a 
family together.”

Ray – “Quechee is an incredible 
hidden treasure. There is so much to 

do as a family; it’s like 
being on vacation 
every weekend. We 
all love it. And the 
Vermont craft beer 
scene is great, too!” 
As to learning to ski 
here, Ray admits he 
has yet to master the 
skill. “It looks like a 
yard sale by the time 
I get down, there 
are skis and poles 
everywhere.”

Then there is of course, the golf. 
Ray and his brother, Tim Clark, a 
PGA Tour Player, learned to play golf 
when Ray was three years old at their 
hometown club of about 80 members. 
That club has produced two members, 
Tim and Garth Mulroy, who have 
held PGA tour cards and a third, 
Manny Zerman, who was runner up 
in the U.S. Amateur for two years in 
a row in the early ’90s and the low 
amateur at the Masters in 1992. Ray 
has been lucky enough to play golf in 
a few different corners of the world 
and describes the two Quechee golf 
courses as some of the best. 

From Umkomaas to Quechee 
sounds like a fun adventure, and 
also like home sweet home for the 
Clarks. n

Patti O’Donnell

 Graphic Design Website Design and Maintenance
 Corporate Identity Advertising
 Brochures and Newsletters Custom Artwork

 RaggedMountainDesign.com 6O3.523.449O

    Next Up…

The ever-popular Quechee Times Holiday issue!

To reserve your spot, contact Frank Orlowski today…

advertise@quecheetimes.com

802-698-8184

Ask him about our new digital advertising opportunities  
to reach and even wider audience!
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Hartford Community Coalition:  
Creating Community-wide Conversations

LenD A hAnD

Darby Laine The Hartford Community 
Coalition began in 2014 in 
response to the tragic loss of 

three young people to suicide in one 
summer. In the face of such tragedy, 
members of the greater Hartford 
community stepped forward and 
created a grassroots organization. 
The main mission of the Hartford 
Community Coalition is a simple 
but powerful intention to create the 
time and space needed to facilitate 
community-wide conversations and 
action. The Coalition has evolved 
in only two years into a network 
of partnerships with organizations 
already present in the community to 
help community members seeking to 
create solutions. 

The organizational structure, 
events and partnerships speak to 
the Coalition’s focus and commit-
ment. Four committees make up 
the Hartford Community Coalition: 
Substance Misuse, Treatment & 
Recovery; Safe & Healthy Environ-
ment; Nutrition & Exercise; and 
Mental Health & Wellness. Mem-
bers of the community play the most 
essential role in the open meetings 
held every month by each of the 
four committees. This past January 
the committees came together for 
an open forum that was dedicated 
to determining the Coalition’s pri-
orities for the year ahead. Each com-
mittee has a calendar and contact 
information listed on the Hartford 
Community Coalition’s website hart-

fordcommunitycoalition.org. The 
standing invitation to anyone with a 
concern, opinion or desire to lend a 
hand underscores the value of com-
munity members that is at the heart 
of the Coalition’s mission. 

This past March and April the 
Coalition organized just such an 
open forum about poverty and 
homelessness in Hartford. The panel 
of community members involved 
includes participants from The Bug-
bee Senior Center located White 
River Junction, VT, and The Fam-
ily Place, located in Norwich, VT, 
to help identify where gaps in assis-
tance may occur for individuals, 
families and even senior adults who 
might find themselves in a housing 
crisis. The panel-led meetings facili-
tate conversations and relationships 
between community members and 
those in the community with the 
professional ability or knowledge to 
offer advice and strategies to help. 
Importantly the discussions seek to 
identify “do-able” action items that 
the Coalition can then hand over to 
the appropriate committee for con-
tinued attention and effort. Com-
munity-identified needs are the only 
goals and focus areas of the Hartford 
Community Coalition. One such 
action item is the Take a Bite out of 
Hunger summer meals program (in 
its second year in Hartford), which 
has served more than 8,000 break-
fasts and lunches to children and 
adults in Hartford. 
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Students getting involved 
Victoria Stevenson is a 17-year-

old resident of West Hartford who 
attended The Ottauquechee School 
when she was younger. Victoria has 
been an active student at Hartford 
High as a member of the student 
council and Environmental Studies 
Club. Despite being a busy teenager, 
Victoria helped organize the Hart-
ford Community Coalition’s first 
annual block party last year and was 
involved again this year sounding 
excited about learning how to coor-
dinate community events: 

“I think community is extremely 
important and even crucial when 
trying to create change or support 
systems in any given area, so the idea 
of having a coalition open to any res-
ident of Hartford seems like a won-
derful place to start. The coalition, 
in my opinion, is going about change 
and progress in the right way. We 
have subcommittees so that if you 
want to help but only with a specific 
area you can join the subcommittee, 
along with community forums where 
we can all join together on certain 
topics.”

This past spring the coalition 
organized an open forum that was 
held at Hartford High School. The 
open screening of the award win-
ning documentary The Other Side 
of Cannabis — Negative Effects of 

Marijuana on Our Youth helped start 
a discussion between high school 
students and community mem-
bers about the drug’s presence in 
people’s lives. Victoria admits that 
she’d like to see even more young 
adults involved with the Hartford 
Community Coalition saying, “I 
am understanding to the fact that 
our lives (teenagers) seem busy but 
there should always be room for 
community. Our community is what 
we are built from, and we are the 
ones coming up to take the torch, 
leading into new, hopefully better 
changes for all community mem-
bers. When I speak at a meeting I 
am heard...I appreciate the fact that 
I am respected even though I am a 
teen; and they feel comfortable giv-
ing me responsibilities.”

Hopefully the Hartford Com-
munity Coalition is a name you’ve 
seen out and about somewhere in the 
Hartford villages despite still being 
such a new organization. The sec-
ond annual block party of Hartford 
took place in June. Victoria says it’s 
a great way to celebrate community 
and the coalition’s mission even if 
you haven’t been involved yourself. 
Visit the website at hartfordcommu-
nitycoalition.org, or just keep your 
eyes open around the villages to find 
out more information about the work 
being done by the coalition. n
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REPRESENTING SELLERS AND BUYERS IN QUECHEE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR OVER 30 YEARS.

 SINGLE FAMILY HOMES

A wonderful location nestled just off the golf 
course and close to the lake offers something 
for everyone. A large deck to enjoy the sum-
mer and beautiful surroundings, a master 
bedroom on the main floor, an eat  in kitchen, 
a loft, an open floor plan and plenty of stor-
age. 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths give space for 
friends and family. Don’t miss your chance to 
own a wonderful Dartmouth Place end unit 
condo. QUECHEE $240,000

 CONDOS & TOWNHOMES

Enjoy one floor living with this 3 bedroom, 2 
bath condo with the master on the main level. 
Enjoy the great location a short walk to the 
lake and the golf course. The home features tile 
floors in the entry, a fireplace and a loft area. 
The association offers a private tennis court 
just steps away from this end unit. Plenty of 
light and space with an open kitchen and floor 
plan. A well maintained and move in ready 
condo that is must see. QUECHEE $205,000

 LAND & LOTS

Located in the Village overlooking the 
Ottauquechee River and the Village 
Green.  Lovely Greek revival country 
house has lots of good spaces on 2 floors.  
A short walk to the Library or Post 
Office or Simon Pearce. Plenty of charm 
and possibilities including a two story 
shed/barn. A nice lot for landscaping 
or gardening or just cooking out and 
relaxing. Featuring 5 bedrooms there is 
plenty of space for friends and family. 
QUECHEE $295,000

View, Location, Comfort, This house has 
it all and is only a golf cart ride or walk 
to the club.  Over 3700 square feet and 
more than an acre of land. The blue stone 
Patio is a great place to enjoy the views 
and a casual meal with friends. Inside, 
the kitchen is a pleasure to work in with 
plenty of space. The dining room, with 
fireplace, is located between the kitchen 
and the large sunny living room. With the 
master suite and office also on the main 
floor, the home is perfect for one-level-
living. QUECHEE  695,000

Nestled into a private yet convenient  “end 
of road” location this well maintained, 
upgraded home has lake, mountain, and 
golf course views from most every room. 
The kitchen is well laid out and open with 
eat in breakfast nook. Living room enjoys 
a fieldstone fireplace, hardwood floors, 
cathedral ceiling and lots of glass doors to 
enjoy the views. Master suite located on the 
main level and 3 bedrooms up. Downstairs 
office and bath plus a workshop and more 
finish-able space. A gem of a home and a 
must see. QUECHEE $479,000

Quintessential “ Vermont farm house.” Built in 2000, with 200+ acres. There are open 
meadows, ponds and a small orchard. The home features a chefs kitchen with a 10 burner 
stove, 4 door refrigeration, convection oven, walk in pantry and full baking area. The mas-
ter suite is very large and includes an office, fireplace, sitting area, custom walk in closet, 
marble steam shower and large bath. There are 2 guest rooms, a formal living room, glass 
lined dinning area, family room and a large wine cellar, and a total of 4 fireplaces along. 
Restored large, two story barn with plenty of room for horses and animals. This property 
is broker owned. QUECHEE/POMFRET $2,150,000

Wonderful contemporary located close to 
the club house. Open floor plan, cathedral 
ceilings and lots of natural light. Eat-in 
kitchen with granite counter tops & stain-
less steel appliances. Dining area, deck and 
enclosed heated porch. Master suite on main 
level, 2 large guest rooms and a loft upstairs. 
3 car garage, security system, central A/C 
and a generator. Beautifully landscaped and 
designed. QUECHEE $445,000

One of the grand old farms of it’s day. 
Built in 1850, sitting on over 5 1/2 acres. 
Numerous bedrooms, 3 full baths and 
almost 4600 sq/ft of finished space. The 
home is filled with lots of potential. The 
barns are currently producing income by 
renting storage space on a year round 
basis. Take a look at this wonderful 
home and see all that it has to offer. 
QUECHEE NON-QLLA $600,000

A great 3 bedroom, 3 bath modern 
contemporary with two lots. Pleasant 
winter views. There is an attached 2 car 
garage, gazebo and stone patio. The Deck, 
Dishwasher and faucet were all added in 
2015. The roof was done in 2010. There is a 
gas stove, gas fireplace & the wood burning 
fireplace. An on demand water heater saves 
on money & space! The radiant heated 
floor in the master en suite is an added 
luxury when temps begin to fall. Worth the 
look. QUECHEE $385,000

This home lives really well with kitchen, 
dining, bath, living room and family room 
on the main level along with an added 
room off the kitchen that could be another 
bedroom or office or studio. Upstairs you’ll 
find a master bedroom that is spacious 
and comfortable along with two more 
bedrooms and full bath. The lower level 
has another comfortable room with half 
bath. The home offers a lot of comfort 
and space, a 2 car garage and is privately 
located. QUECHEE  $295,000

REDUCED

Located on desirable Royall Tyler Road this thoughtfully designed and custom built home is ready 
to welcome new owners. With over 4700 square feet of finished space, five bedrooms and four and 
a half baths, large living and dining, and family rooms, there is generous space for everyone. The 
eat-in kitchen has cherry cabinets and granite surfaces. There is a screened in porch and large deck 
for outdoor relaxing and dining.  This one is designed for comfort. A great home at a good value. 
This one wont last long. Includes an adjacent lot QUECHEE $725,000

Charming 3 bedroom 2 bath home located 
in the heart of Quechee. Traditional cape 
nestled sweetly in the woods letting you 
feel like you are escaping the hustle and 
bustle of everyday life, yet still convenient 
to all that the Upper Valley has to offer. 
The rooms are a good size and offer nice 
space. There is a fireplace and exposed 
beams adding to the quaintness and 
charm. Well priced and worth a look. 
QUECHEE $195,000

Built in 2003 this wonderful home 
features beautiful wood work throughout, 
a 2 story field stone fireplace and lots 
of windows. Open spaces and flow. 4 
bedrooms and 4.5 baths including a 
master suite on the main level. Great 
room, family room, attached 2 car garage 
and a large deck overlooking a lush back 
yard. Over 4000 sq/ft of finished space. 
QUECHEE $400,000

A sweet 3 bedroom cape with pine floors, 
located on a nice parcel in the center of 
Quechee Village. 1100 sq/ft of finished 
space. An easy walk to the Library and the 
Village Green and Simon Pearce. Priced 
below the assessed value this is a great 
home at a great buy. QUECHEE $99,500

SOLD

Light and open custom designed home. Completely rebuilt in 2001 with an eye for quality 
and detail. 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath. Living, dining, and kitchen open to one another and to the 
mahogany deck facing long range views. Expansive master suite on the upper floor with guest 
and family spaces on the lower level, including extras like the screened in porch and an extra 
hobby/exercise/game room or 4th bedroom. Privacy and convenience along with quality, space 
and great views. QUECHEE $699,000

Convenient location close to school and a 
short drive to the Village. This home has 
a private location tucked into the edge of 
the trees for privacy. There is a fireplace in 
the living room, sunny dining room and 2 
bedrooms, 2 baths and work spaces spread 
out onto 3 floors. The side porch is a good 
place for grilling while the back deck is a 
good place to get out of the sun when you 
want to. QUECHEE $ 169,000

REDUCED

Wonderful, well cared for, 3 bedroom condo. 
Large living/dining area and pleasant deck. 
Master bedroom and bath on the main floor. 
2 bedrooms and bath upstairs along with a 
nice loft area. No stairs leading to the unit 
just a small step to the front door. Conve-
niently located close to the village, library 
and clubhouse. Being sold partially fur-
nished. Turn key property at a great price. 
QUECHEE $108,000

Saltbox Village condo with master bed-
room on main floor! Second bedroom/bath 
and loft upstairs. Beautiful views from the 
living room, bedrooms and the back patio. 
Nicely maintained condo with wood floors, 
open floor plan, and a pellet stove. A single 
car detached garage is included! Pleasant 
walk to the Library and Quechee Village. 
QUECHEE $110,000

Spectacular views.!! Water, mountains, meadows, red barns, 2 states and more.  Red 
Barn Farms has it all and you can be a part of it.  You can purchase a home site and build 
your dream home in this lovely community. The infrastructure is in place and the first 
home is completed and a second on its way. Give us a call and come take a look while 
lots are still available. QUECHEE NON-QLLA $377,000 to $397,000

 DON’T FORGET TO STOP BY OUR  
 QUECHEE MAIN STREET LOCATION

Built in 2005 with wood floors and open 
floor plan. Kitchen features dark granite, 
light cupboards and stainless steel ap-
pliances. Large living room w/ fireplace, 
formal dining, and a den. Generous mas-
ter suite w/ radiant heat, marble floors in 
bathroom. Three guest rooms upstairs and 
full bath. Finished lower level w/ family 
room, office, and 4th bedroom and full 
bath. Security system, central AC, mud-
room and laundry. 2 car garage, deck and 
a sunny, nicely landscaped lot with a won-
derful stone patio.  QUECHEE $298,000
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Volunteer Extraordinaire – Diane Ames–
continued from page 1

Roots in volunteering
Diane was born and brought up in 

Washington, D.C. She can remem-
ber air raid sirens, and the blackout 
shades and ration books of World 
War II. She began volunteering 
younger than most. “Volunteerism 
was a very important part of my teen-
age years, starting with the local chil-
dren’s center, Junior Village, a home 
for children who had been removed 
from their home, where a group from 
our church went over in the evening 
to play with the children and get 
them ready for bed,” she explains. 

Church and school choirs also played 
an important role in Diane’s life, pro-
viding the opportunity to perform in 
well-known venues like Constitution 
Hall and the Carter Baron Amphi-
theater, the forerunner of Wolf Trap.

“Washington D.C. was a wonder-
ful place to grow up in those days,” 
says Diane. “It was easy and safe to 
get around on public transportation 
to visit the museums and memorials. 
One of our favorite weekend adven-
tures was to go to the Washington 
Monument to see how quickly we 
could climb the stairs to the top,” 
which is no longer allowed. Her 
family belonged to the Sycamore 
Island Club on the Potomac River, 
accessible only by canoe and a small 
barge that ran back and forth from 
the mainland. “My brothers and I 
became proficient in swimming in 
the currents and handling canoes,” 
she says, laughing at the more relaxed 
supervision kids enjoyed then.

“One winter when it was particu-
larly cold for a long stretch,” Diane 
recalls, “we were able to ice skate 
across the Potomac from Maryland 
to Virginia, and also for miles down 
the C&O Canal. Then there was the 
time several of us went down to the 
reflecting pool and went skating at 
midnight.” This more innocent time 

ended with the Kennedy assassina-
tion in 1963. Security, and evening 
closures for various places became 
the norm.

Diane attended the University of 
Maryland, studying microbiology, but 
in her senior year became so ill she 
had to drop out. Her father, a physi-
cian, suggested she get a job until fall, 
and she worked for an Army research 
company. It was years before she 
made it back to undergraduate col-
lege. Instead, she married and moved 
with her then husband to Utah, 
where he was stationed as a lieu-
tenant in the Air Force. Two years 
later the couple moved to Ithaca, 
New York, so he could pursue a mas-
ter’s degree; Diane again worked as 
a research assistant, studying the 
effects of space travel on metabolic 
processes, using physical data from 
the Gemini 7 mission. Then they 
moved to Bucks Co, Pennsylvania, 
where their three sons were born.

In 1977, the marriage ended. 
Diane and her sons moved to the 
D.C. area to be near both sets of 

grandparents. She bought a house in 
McLean, Virginia, and began the life 
of a single parent. She got involved 
with a church and Bible study close by 
and started volunteering with Prison 
Fellowship, a ministry founded by 
Evangelical Christian leader Chuck 
Colson, to rehabilitate federal inmates 
and reduce recidivism. This work led 
her to college at George Mason Uni-
versity for a degree in psychology and 
research in corrections rehabilitation. 
Her thesis was published in conjunc-
tion with a group from The National 
Institute of Mental Health.

While single, Diane became 
involved with personnel issues and 
started taking courses in human 
resources management, earning pro-
fessional certification. As her boys 
got older she was able to take a full-
time position as a human resources 
director at a Navy engineering firm 
in Virginia, “one of the beltway ban-
dits,” she laughs. “My favorite role 
was being able to help young employ-
ees plan for career and educational 
development, get them enrolled in 
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Diane in highschool.

Diane with husband, Terry
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classes and teach some of the older 
employees computer skills.”

A fresh start 
At this time, Diane attended her 

20th high school reunion and ran 
into Terry Russell. “Terry and I had 
been good friends in high school,” 
says Diane. “He and two of my broth-
ers were best buds, and we spent much 
time canoeing and playing tennis. I 
was the kid sister.” He also was single 
again and the two became close, mar-
rying in 1984. 

“Our five children were close in 
age, and for one year all of them were 
in college at the same time.” Diane 
says. In 1997, she and Terry moved 
to Connecticut where they both 
worked for Save the Children. Then 
in 2002, after seeing an advertise-
ment for Quechee Lakes in the Wall 
Street Journal, they bought a lot, built 
a house and moved in August 2003.

Diane’s executive talents and emo-
tional strength came in handy during 
the construction and moving process. 
“When we moved up here, Terry was 
working on a project in Portland, 
Oregon, and for most of the time until 
the following April, I was living alone 
with three pets. At that time, there 
was just one other full-time family 
on the main part of our road. I wasn’t 
used to the darkness, but loved being 
able to see the stars and the Milky 
Way for the first time in decades. Bit 
by bit I met families who came for 
short visits.” Still, loneliness loomed.

Dedicated to giving back
“Volunteerism was what saved 

me,” Diane says, emphatically. 
“When we first moved here I knew 

no one, and attended a meeting on 
invasive plants. I met Jan Lambert 
who had a government contract 
to start removing the milfoil from 
Dewey Pond. She asked me to be her 
volunteer coordinator. A couple of 
students from Vermont Law School 
helped us out. I also recruited my 
son, a professional diver, living in 
New York at that time for a couple 
of weekends. And Terry, when he 
returned from Portland, spent many 
hours in the pond.” (Now her inva-
sive-control interests have turned to 
burdock around The Green, in an 
effort to make life easier for wander-
ing dogs—and their owners.)

Diane also started working at 
the Quechee Library and has been 
there for over 12 years on Tuesday 
afternoons. She worked at David’s 
House in Hanover, New Hamp-
shire, as a hospitality volunteer for 
10 years. She’s been on the QLLA 
Charities Board for several years, 
mostly directing her efforts to the 

two major events for the Children’s 
Hospital at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
(CHaD). For several years she has 
run the Upper Valley Fuel Group, 
a buying group for heating fuel. 
And she’s served as membership 
chairman for the Quechee Wom-
en’s Golf Association. (Her latest 
athletic obsessions are paddle ten-
nis and pickle ball.) This is only a 
partial list of her many volunteer 
activities.

Diane’s three sons are scat-
tered widely—Atlanta, Denver, 
and Bogota. Last year, when she 
turned 75, she was awakened one 
below-zero night by a FaceTime 
call from her Bogota son, David. 
Always delighted to hear from him, 
she gradually realized that the back-
ground on the screen was her down-
stairs rec room! Her three sons had 
arranged to meet at the Manches-
ter airport and drive up to surprise 
her. “They couldn’t have given me 
a more precious gift!” she exclaims.

Many interests
A life-long learner, Diane 

recently took a course on DNA, 
and participated in the “23andMe” 
program, which gives you a genetic 
snapshot of your health and ances-
try, and can list possible relatives 
(all parties being agreeable). She 
has thus discovered a second cousin, 
whom she will meet in December 
when she flies to California for her 
National Assessment of Educational 
Progress training.

The National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress is a Department 
of Education project that goes into 
the 4th and 8th grades all over the 
country to test the students in Math, 
Reading and Science. Diane goes 
into schools and administers tests 
for six weeks in the winter. “It’s not 
as a volunteer, but it pays so little it 
might as well be,” she laughs, “but 
we have an interesting time and get 
to know all the schools and back 
roads in Windsor County.”

Threads from Diane’s past reap-
pear to add richness to her daily life. 
“I was just listening to some of the 
music our choir sang in Germany in 
1997. Singing in the same churches 
where Bach was organist and where 
his cantatas were performed! And 
singing in Handel’s home! How 
good can it get? And in Jordan I 
was at Moses’ grave and at the place 
where Jesus was baptized. I brought 
water back from the River Jordan for 
my granddaughter’s baptism. Guess 
I’d better quit. I’m getting too nos-
talgic,” she says. Thinking back is all 
very well, but she’d rather DO some-
thing. n
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“Anne of Quechee”

Pam Vernon

Every year for the past fifteen, 
Quechee resident Anne Critchley 
Sapio has taken an open-ocean swim 
in the waters off of Provincetown, 
Massachusetts. “I do it and dread it, 
but am always elated when I finish. 
My goal is to be in the top half of the 
last quarter. I’m such a happy camper 
when I accomplish that!” She swims 
for Swim for Life, a program that was 
founded by her brother, Jay Critch-
ley in the summer of 1988. The 1.4-
mile swim in mid-September—yes 
the weather and temperature can be 
unpredictable and the water is usu-
ally 62 to 65° F—was established to 
celebrate “the healing waters and 
ecology of Provincetown” while rais-
ing money for local health services, 
especially HIV/AIDS and women’s 
health. The first year, 18 swimmers 
raised $6,000; it now attracts over 
400 swimmers and kayakers, is run 
by 150 volunteers and brings in close 
to $200,000. Swim for Life inspired 
and initiated events have been held 
in Maryland, Germany, Montreal, 
Fire Island, Miami Beach and Italy.

The swim evolved into a week-
end event in the Provincetown 
community over the years. Friday 
evening is the Celebration of Life 
Concert, a euphoric community 
songfest at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Meeting House. The legendary 
Mermaid Brunch—a free lunch for 
all—is held on the Saturday follow-
ing the swim. Prayer Ribbons that 
hang across the beach where the 
swim ends represent a memorial to 
loved ones no longer here; a com-
memoration to hopes, dreams and 
prayers; and a challenge to live lives 
more fully and joyfully. Each year 
Jay Critchley always surprises with a 

provocative hat and his annual one-
of-a-kind ceremonial flag.

The other thing that Anne likes 
about being part of the swim is that 
her whole family supports it and at 
least some of her siblings are there 
each year. This year, niece Hilary 
who lives in Los Angeles will join 
Anne as a swimmer. “It’s great to 
feel my brother’s notoriety. All I 
have  to say is that I am Jay’s sis-
ter and immediately I am notable 
too! It’s a kick!” Not only is Jay the 
force behind the swim, but he is an 
accomplished artist and ecologist. 
His list of work is long and eclectic 
(and, yes, eccentric!). 

Diane Johnson, a Quechee resi-
dent, went to Jay’s art exhibit last 
winter. “The adventure began 
with my driving to Florida Atlan-
tic University to visit Anne. As 
I approached the art building on 
campus, there was a man standing 
on the roof using a loud speaker to 
describe a demolished car littered 
with graffiti and what it represented 
while a curious crowd gathered. This 
was my introduction to Jay Critch-
ley. Inside I found a large, unusual 
art exhibit, and the Critchley sisters 
with ‘brother Jay.’ Interestingly, the 
family presence was also felt and 
intertwined throughout some of the 
pieces. The entertainment provided 
by Cece, Geri and Anne still makes 
me smile. I was so impressed by these 
women who were intelligent, well 
educated, independent, humorous 
and sisters as well,” she says.

Four years ago—the 25th Swim—
was a big deal. The entire Critchley 
family was there and four of the 
original Critchley Sextet performed 
at the Provincetown town hall the 
night before. 

Anne, center, with teammates and supporters
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An active upbringing
“Anne of Quechee”—as she often 

refers to herself—grew up in Forest-
ville, Connecticut, the third child of 
an Irish Catholic family of nine chil-
dren. Her father raised mink, and was 
“into a lot of things,” Anne explains. 
He exposed his children to the world 
and travel. He started the Bristol, CT 
Ski Club and the whole family skied. 
He and his brother bought Huntley 
Island off East Lyme, CT, where the 
family spent their very active sum-
mers. He sang in a barbershop quar-
tet and loved to sing. Anne recalls 
the drive to school with singing and 
yodeling the whole way. 

Anne was six years old when she 
joined the Critchley Sextet—the 
singing group comprising the six old-
est Critchley kids run by their dad. 
The Sextet was a way for the family 
to give back to the community—
they sang for community mem-
bers, shut-ins, and entertained 
friends and family. Their claim 
to fame was two appearances 
on the nationally televised Ted 
Mack and the Original Amateur 
Hour at Radio City Music Hall 
in New York City!

Falling in love with 
Quechee

Anne discovered Quechee in 
1988. She had lived in various places 
around the world and was in Cali-
fornia at the time. She decided that 
she “needed a base in New England 
to be near her family.” After looking 
in Rhode Island, which just “wasn’t 
quite right,” they looked in Vermont, 
“which was.” She fell in love with 
her house in Quechee and the rec-
reational opportunities in Vermont, 

especially skiing. Originally a second 
home that was a base for the whole 
family, Anne has lived here full-time 
since 2000. 

Anne likes sports and outdoor 
recreation. She was on the swim and 
basketball teams at Georgetown Uni-
versity. Her qualifier, “This was pre-
Title IX - not really competitive back 
then; practice was once a week!” She 
plays golf and tennis now and does a 
lot of hiking, but her true love is ski-
ing. For the past 13 years, Anne has 
been a ski instructor at Suicide Six in 
Woodstock and spends as much time 
out in the snow as she can. Of course, 
she also swims to be in shape for the 
annual big Swim and has found some 
great swimming spots at area lakes and 
rivers. Although not generally a fan of 
pools, she is happy with the new pool 
complex at the Quechee Club.

Reflecting on our discussion, Anne 
says, “It’s amazing how many lives we 
lead.” We didn’t talk much about her 
roles as wife, mother, nurse, writer—
including writing for the Quechee 
Times— and all the other things 
that she has done over the stages of 
life. We do know that Anne has an 
incredible amount of positive energy, 
that she cares and that she is a family 
lady! Let the Swim begin! n
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In an effort to better serve our Renters and Owners, we are happy to announce the 
most recent upgrades to our rental program:
•  New website with individualized photos, descriptions and rates that is getting rave reviews for it’s 

ease of use from Owners and Renters alike. www.quecheelakesrentals.com.

•  New software program which will enable us to provide renters with online access to availability 
calendars and timely quotes which will streamline the booking process. 
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Clair M. Lovell, 96, died peacefully 
Tuesday night August 9th at 
Cedar Hill in Windsor, Vermont.

Clair was born in Springfield, Vermont 
on February 6, 1920 the son of Clair, Sr. 
and Lucy Jane (Olmstead) Lovell.

When Clair was 10 years old his fam-
ily moved to Hartford, Vermont. In 1939, 
he graduated from Hartford High School. 
He worked for Ward Baking company for 
16 months, and in 1941 when his father 
went to work for a machine shop in 
Springfield,  Clair took over the family 
market (Lovell’s Market), specializing in 
processing and cutting meat. During this 
time he also ran a meat cart where he 
would deliver meat, eggs, and butter as 
well as other items to households in the 
valley. During World War II when many 

items were rationed, many people did not have enough coupons to feed their 
families, he would use cattle, pigs and other livestock from his own farm to 
make sure people had enough food to eat. In 1952, he purchased land in 
Quechee which would become his long time passion of making Vermont’s 
finest maple syrup for which he won many blue ribbons. On this same land 
he built a log cabin and called it home.

Clair was very involved in the production and evolution of sugaring. He 
was the first sugar maker in Windsor County to use pipeline. While chairing 
the Vermont Sugar Makers Association he designed roadside signs “Vermont 
Maple Syrup—The World’s Best”.

Clair’s business energy continued to be noticed when in 1978 he began 
to build and develop small specialty shops along Route 4 in Quechee that 
still thrive today.

Clair felt strongly about the community in which he lived. He served on 
the Quechee Library board, the Boy Scouts, the Hartford School Finance and 
Building Committee, the Board of Listers and the Board of Selectmen for the 
town of Hartford. He was recognized for his participation of more than 50 
town meetings. He also helped write and pass the charter for the Town of 
Hartford. He has been a proud member of the United Brethren Lodge #21 
F&AM (Free and Accepted Masons) in White River for 65 years, as was 
his father and currently his son. He was also a member of the Mount Sinai 
Shriners in Montpelier.

He is survived by his wife Joyce (Holt) Lovell, his son David Lovell and 
companion Michele Wilson, his granddaughter Sandy Kempton and her hus-
band Chuck, his great-granddaughter Jesee, and great-great-granddaughter 
Lilly all of Quechee, his sister Rachel “Betty” Fountain of Montana, and a 
number of nieces.

A graveside service was held on Saturday, August 13th at the Riverside 
Cemetery in Woodstock, Vermont.

Memorial donations may be made to Shrine Maple Sugar Bowl, P.O. Box 
820, Lebanon, New Hampshire, 03766. n

Remembering Clair M. Lovell
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Ruth Sylvester

We are all on the same road, heading 
towards an old age that may include 
needs and inabilities. When you’re 20, 

it’s almost impossible to imagine the slowing of all 
processes, the acceptance of not being able to do 
things that once came naturally. Medical science 
keeps us alive and even fit longer. But as a large 
generation rounds the corner into their 60s and 
70s, all the while dealing with aging parents, many 
wonder, “How will we manage?”

A group of forward-thinking Quechee residents 
has been researching resources that make daily 
life easier for members of the community, thus 
enabling people to live longer and better at home. 
During a series of lectures at the Quechee Club, 
presenters have talked about estate plans, advance 
directives and planning for medical emergencies. 
There are no current plans to create specific new 
services in Quechee; in this pilot program the effort 
is to make sure everyone who needs help knows 
what’s available. Indeed, says Linda Labriola who 
has been working on the project, “There are lots of 
services in the Upper Valley, and not that many 

people know about them.”
Linda got involved in part because her mother 

came to live with her. “There is a big learning 
curve to this; why should everyone have to go 
through the same steps? So many groups are con-
scious of the aging population and its needs,” she 
points out. “We don’t want to duplicate resources 
already available.”

The working group’s original plan was for a pre-
sentation at the Quechee Lakes Landowners Asso-
ciation (QLLA) annual meeting, but they yielded 
their spot on the crowded agenda. “We’re going 
forward with a referral program,” says Dick Brooks, 
a retired physician. The Ottauquechee Health 
Foundation, located in Woodstock, Vermont, has 
compiled information about available programs in 
the area in a book that you can find at the Quechee 
Club Membership Desk and Quechee Library. The 
Quechee Club supports the project, and is training 
a staff person to be familiar with the book’s con-
tents in order to help people find what they need.

Available resources
In this book, you can find a referral program 

for caregivers to help with bathing, food prepara-
tion, housecleaning and so forth. It’s reassuring 
to find a caregiver who comes with a recommen-
dation; many people are nervous about inviting 
a stranger—even a caregiver—into their home. 
The Ottauquechee Health Foundation also gives 
grants to people lacking funds for dental care or 
copayments. The Bugbee Senior Center in White 
River, Vermont, has a roomful of assistive equip-
ment available to borrow. Bugbee is also the local 
source of the Meals on Wheels program.

One of the challenges people face is creating 
advance directives—documents to outline what 
you would like to have for treatment if you can no 
longer give directions. It’s difficult to face ques-
tions about care as we fail to imagine the various 
unhappy circumstances our loved ones might have 
to deal with. But developing such documents is 
oddly freeing, and will certainly help our families 
both legally and emotionally. It’s a way of doing 
your best to ensure you are treated as you wish 
to be treated. The Vermont Ethics Network runs 
a website and provides materials to help decide 
about these difficult topics. “People are trying to 
stay ahead of the crisis curve,” says Linda. n

Aging in the Community: One Source for Resources
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Ron Dull

Many years ago a wise financial adviser cau-
tioned me to “never invest in anything that eats.” 
I felt at the time that he was warning me about 
procreating which, in the opinion of my friends, 
was a very good idea. In retrospect, he was speak-
ing about putting money into animals (not chil-
dren): things such as cows, chickens, goats and/
or horses. While ignoring this sage advice, one of 
my less-than-clever purchases (in order to avoid 
taxes), was a share in a racehorse. The stallion 
soon died of hoof and mouth disease, or some such 
thing. Numerous years of other dubious invest-
ments passed and shortly after my retirement I 
bought an Icelandic horse. Much like buying a 
boat, I quickly came to find out that the initial 
purchase (i.e. the horse itself) was merely the 
beginning of the money drain. One must have 
a big barn and special food and Cornell trained 
veterinarians and custom-made French tack of the 
finest leather. One must buy a trailer for the horse 
to lounge in while a huge gas-eating truck pulls 
her around the countryside for Sunday excursions. 
This list could go on forever. In the example of 
the boat, you can simply sink it. Not so the horse. 
I soon appreciated that adviser whom I had fired 
years before. As an analogy, let’s say you wish to 
take up golf. You buy a set of clubs and then dis-
cover that you must also build your own course. 
It’s much like that. Except that you really don’t 
fall in love with the clubs. Again, not so the horse.

The Icelandic horse is a hardy breed of animal 
taken to Iceland by Norse settlers in the 9th and 
10th century. To prevent the spread of disease, 
once a horse is exported from Iceland it is never 
allowed to return, not that you would want to buy 
it a plane ticket anyway. The harsh climate of 
Iceland eliminated many horses through cold and 
starvation and so, in Vermont, they often feel as 
though they have gone south on a well-deserved 
vacation. On the coldest of winter days, they will 
simply walk out of their heated barn and stand 

happily in a pasture of snow and ice. You’ve got to 
love that resiliency. And so, I bought two.

Many a little girl or boy always wanted Daddy 
to buy them a pony for their birthday. The Icelan-
dic horse would have been a wise choice. These 
horses can be thought of as the Labrador Retriev-
ers of the equine world with a personality to suit: 
friendly, docile, easy to handle, self-assured and 
basically spook-proof. Some horses are bred for 
pack and draft work, others for work under saddle 
and still others for horsemeat. I constantly remind 
my own horse of this when she is being difficult. 
“One more slip up and we’re going to a barbe-
cue,” I’ll say. With typical Icelandic names such 
as Melkoa Fra Grytu and Gjoksa Fra Olafsbergi 
the names do not roll easily off of the American 
tongue. Imagine the Lone Ranger belting out “Hi 
Ho, Numi Fra Poroddsstodum” at the end of every 
show. It just wouldn’t work.

So, why is it a horse and not the misnomer of 
a pony? The Icelandic will measure on the aver-
age about fourteen hands, which is fifty-six inches 
tall from the ground to the highest point of the 
withers. Their weight, bone structure and carry-
ing abilities mean that they can be classified as 
a horse. The ability to do work separates a horse 

from a pony. The legs are short and sturdy with 
a unique wild full mane and tail. In addition to 
the standard gaits of walk, trot and canter/gallop 
the Icelandic horse has two additional movements 
that are completely unique. The tolt is a smooth 
gait without suspension and the same lateral foot-
fall as a walk. It is entirely genetic with the gene 
having been bred out of most other horses except 
for the Tennessee Walker, Rocky Mountain horse 
or the Paso Fino. The entire weight of the horse 
and the rider is sometimes balanced on only one 
of the horse’s four feet. It is difficult and demand-
ing but the Icelandic can perform it with effort-
less grace. Fast and exhilarating it is simply why 
people fall in love with riding this breed of horse. 
The flying pace is the other gait and even with 
Icelandics, only the very best of the breed can 
perform this. My own horse, Gjoska, is five-gaited 
and will scare the riding pants off of you as she 
can quickly accelerate to speeds up to 30 mph in 
a matter of a few strides. Envision a 200-hundred 
pound muscular Viking bearing down on you with 
this wild looking horse while swinging a sharp-
ened broad axe. You run away terrified. You never 
make it.

Responsive, loyal, fun and tough as nails, the 
Icelandic horse is becoming increasingly popular 
in the United States. I urge you to Goggle Ver-
mont Icelandic Horse Farm on the internet for 
more information. The farm featured there is 
in Waitsfield and the site will give you a ton of 
information on riding opportunities and pricing. 
Locally you should call Jana Meyer-Hoyt who is 
an experienced trainer from Germany and arrange 
for lessons in nearby Bridgewater at 603-856-
6697. Finally, Jess Haynsworth is an enthusiastic 
young woman in Warren at Mad River Valley Ice-
landic Horses. She specializes in children and may 
be contacted at 617-962-0065. 

Take the kids! Take your wallet and good 
luck! n

See you around the track!
Cap’n Ron

Don’t Call Me Pony

Askur
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Making Strides For Breast Cancer Walk Set For October 2
Frank Orlowski

According to figures from the American Cancer Society (ACS), by the 
end of the current year, over 246,000 women will be newly diagnosed with 
breast cancer in America. This makes breast cancer the second most common 
form of cancer for women, with only skin cancer more common. Research 
over the past two decades has made considerable progress in identifying 

causes, and treating breast 
cancer. Still, more break-
throughs can occur, with 
the help of money to fund 
that research.

One source of that 
funding is the Making 
Strides For Breast Cancer 
walk, which occurs nation-
wide, and here in the 
Upper Valley. The walk, 
held in Hanover on Octo-
ber 2, is in its second year 
in our area. The Ameri-
can Cancer Society’s Pam 
Ritchie says in its first year 
in 2015, the Upper Valley 
walk attracted over 200 
participants, and raised 
$24,000. Ritchie, commu-
nity manager for several of 

the Making Strides walks in New Hampshire, says this year’s goal is 400 
participants, and raising $35,000. Breast cancer survivors are encouraged to 
take part in the event.

Quechee resident Ian MacKenzie is one Upper Valley resident who took 
part in the 2015 Making Strides walk, and is looking forward to this year’s 
walk. Last year, MacKenzie walked with his mother, a breast cancer survivor. 
Breast cancer struck his family hard; two aunts also developed breast cancer, 
and eventually succumbed to the disease after the cancer spread.

MacKenzie says those involved with the Upper Valley Making Strides 
walk “have a lot of energy and enthusiasm.” A close friend serves on the com-
mittee organizing the Making Strides walk, says MacKenzie. As do many walk 
participants, Mackenzie walks with a team during the Strides walk.

Nationwide, about 300 Making Strides walks occur, with the funds raised 
used to assist the work of the ACS. The walk helps fund research grants 
used by medical centers, including Lebanon’s Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medi-
cal Center (DHMC). Along with providing money for research grants, the 
ACS provides DHMC with a wide range of educational material for patients.

The Upper Valley Making Strides walk is “a volunteer-driven event,” 
says Pam Ritchie. Besides the many volunteers that work the day of the 
walk, community volunteers serve on a committee that works year-round to 
promote and fund raise for the walk. Ritchie says that Lebanon restaurants 
Chili’s and Margaritas both hold fund raising events for the Strides walk. The 
kickoff event, which included a concert, was held at Lebanon’s Colburn Park 
in early August. Ian MacKenzie adds that the organizers further promote the 
event at locations such as area businesses and farmers markets.

The actual walk covers 3.6 miles, and begins, and ends, at Storrs Pond in 
Hanover. The course takes participants down Rip Rd., to East Wheelock, to 
Park St., then along Lyme Rd., before returning to Storrs Pond.

Participants, volunteers and donors are encouraged to sign up online 
before the walk, but it is possible to register the day of the event. For more 
information, visit the website at makingstrideswalk.org/uppervalleynh. Those 
wishing to join, or donate to Ian MacKenzie’s team, Carpe Diem, can do so 
through the website. n
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The Quechee Garden Club's new executive board: Jane Reagan, Past President; Margot Ott, 
Vice President; Rosemarie Scibetta, President; Phyllis Shankman, Secretary; and Kathy Hickey, 
Treasurer. 

The Quechee Garden Club welcomed new members at its annual luncheon. Pictured left to right 
are, Pam Hartman, Phyllis Shankman, Barbara Perlmutter, Emily Platt, Arlene Bettigole and 
Cindy Kellogg. Margot Ott, Vice President of the club, is on the far right. 

LAWN & LANDSCAPE
LAWN CARE • LANDSCAPING • SNOW REMOVAL

AND A WHOLE LOT MORE!

PROUDLY SERVING THE UPPER VALLEY SINCE 1997

Mowing

Aeration

Fertilizer

Excavation

Snow Removal

Shoveling

Sanding

Salting

Bark Mulch

Pruning

Planting

Spring & Fall Clean-up

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

FREE ESTIMATES

802-356-4601
www.ScottsLawnAndLandscapeVT.com

smacdonald1979@yahoo.com
Scott MacDonald, Owner

QUechee GARDen cLUb

The Quechee Garden Club had 
a busy spring and summer. 
The Annual Meeting and 

luncheon was held in June at the 
Quechee Club and was attended 
by over 60 members. A new slate 

of officers was introduced and new 
members were welcomed.

A report given by Kathy Hickey, 
treasurer of the Garden Club, noted 
the success of the Annual Plant Sale, 
which was held on Memorial Day 
weekend. Readers may recall the 
lovely weather that brought many 
garden shoppers. The setting on the 
Village Green could not have been 
more perfect as hot air balloons 
served as a backdrop. 

Margot Ott, Vice President of 
the Garden Club, did a fabulous job 
heading up the sale, and noted the 
event is more than a plant sale; it is a 
real community event.

Traditionally, the Garden Club 
ventures out of Quechee in the sum-
mer months. Day trips included a 
visit to the Fells (also known as the 
Hay Estate) in Newbury, N.H. and to 
Kelly Way Gardens in Woodstock.

The Quechee Garden Club is 
open to all in the area. It’s a great way 
to meet other gardeners and lovers of 
all things natural and beautiful in the 
Upper Valley. For more information, 
please contact us at quecheegarden-
club@gmail.com n



The Quechee Times Fall 2016 Page 25

enJoyinG the GReen 

To Submit Photos to
People & Pets

Email your HIGH RES
digital photo to 

editor@thequecheetimes.com.
Please include your name, 

address, phone number, and 
pet’s name. 

Ben with Sparky and Sophie of Quechee 

Matias and Jahaziel from Miami Ladies best friends.

Vince and his mom from Brooklyn, celebrating his 2nd birthday 
in Quechee 

Rob and Ginny from Quechee 

Jackson, age 7, from Quechee

Becky Whitney
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This summer the Quechee Library relocated the Valley Quest treasure 
box. For those unfamiliar with these educational “treasure hunts,” Valley 
Quests encourage people of all ages to explore the culture and stories 

of local communities. “Questers” follow a set of clues to find a treasure box 
containing additional information about the quest location, a field journal 
and pencil where participants are encouraged to sign their name and any 
observations, and a rubber stamp and inkpad to keep track of the Valley Quests 
they’ve completed.

“The Quechee Library Quest was first created in 1998, and we’re thrilled that 
community volunteers took on the project of updating it now nearly 20 years 
later,” says Allison Rogers Furbish, communications manager at Vital Commu-
nities, the White River Junction-based nonprofit that runs Valley Quest. 

According to Celeste Pfeiffer, the new technical services assistant for the 
Quechee and Wilder Libraries, there were two main reasons for the update. First, 
the garden shed, which once housed the treasure box, now is locked, and the old 
box according to Pfeiffer, needed some “TLC.” 

Pfeffier, along with long-time Valley Quest volunteers Lois Kahl, and her 
husband, Ted Frazer, found the perfect location on the side of a birch tree in 
front of the library. All that was needed was a suitable house for the treasure box, 
which Ted provided. A woodworking teacher for 40 years at Lebanon Junior 
High School and now teaching woodworking at Dartmouth College, he creates 
custom-made birdhouse to hide Valley Quest treasure boxes.

Here are the directions for those wishing to find the new treasure box at the 
library: 

Quechee Library Valley Quest
“Come to a winding brick path on the right. Take a tour for the flowers are 

a beautiful sight.
This building beside you is not very old; in it a lot of stories are told.
Look all around for a tree with white bark. It stands by a wall and parts the 

plants like a huge bookmark.
The tree in front has a hidden small secret. What looks like a birdhouse really 

holds your prizes and trinkets! 
Just lift the 

face of the box 
made of wood 
and see inside 
that you mas-
tered the Quest, 
like you knew 
you could!” 

“ V a l l e y 
Quests like this 
one are so valu-
able in helping 
both residents 
and visitors see 
our region through new eyes and understand the history and magic of the places 
we pass by every day in the Upper Valley,” says Furbish.

To find other Valley Quest adventures or to learn more about the program 
visit: http://vitalcommunities.org/valleyquest/ n

The Quechee Library Valley 
Quest has a New Location

Around Town– continued from page 6
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on December 27 with a Holiday Week Camp. Training and races happen on the 
weekends during January, February and into the beginning of March. During 
February Vacation we have training and sponsor the Quechee Cup where teams 
comprised of racers and their families compete. 

Registration begins October 1 for returning racers and mid-October for new 
racers.

Please feel free to contact us at any time for information including registra-
tion costs, program levels and general information at www.quecheeskiteam.com 
or contact Administrative Director Anne Clemens, info@quecheeskiteam.com 
or call (802) 356-3453.

“Irene: Ruin to Renewal” Movie Debut
On August 27, 2016, at 7 pm, the documentary film “Irene: Ruin to Renewal,” 

which recounts Plymouth Vermont’s astounding recovery from the catastrophic 
storm, will be shown at The President Calvin Coolidge State Historic Site in the 
large reception room. 

The film features 
dynamic interviews and 
many photos and videos of 
Tropical Storm Irene and its 
aftermath. The story hon-
ors the Plymouth recovery 
efforts and shows how disas-
ter reconnected the town. 
It is produced by the Plym-
outh Vermont Historical 
Society’s Irene Video Com-
mittee in partnership with Ludlow Public Community Television and debuts 
on the fifth anniversary of the storm. 

Seating is limited and reservations are required. Please call 802-672-3086 
or email Midge Tucker at midgetucker@gmail.com. The event is FREE and 
refreshments will be served. n
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Get to Know Us
Becky Whitney

Emerson – Age 6
What is your favorite way to stay 

cool in the summer? The Quechee 
pool.

What would you recommend every-
one in Quechee definitely try next sum-
mer? Go to the Quechee Club pool!

What was your favorite book you 
read this summer? Thea Stilton 
books.

What was the most unique thing 
you did this summer? Going to see 
Circus Smirkus. It was awesome! 

Where is your favorite playground 
in the Upper Valley? The Ray School 
in Hanover.

What is your favorite thing about 
fall? Jumping into leaf piles.

What are you looking forward to 
about going back to school? Art class

What is your favorite autumn 
tradition? Getting dressed up for 
Halloween.

What do you want to be for Hal-
loween? Little Orphan Annie

Hannah - Age 3 

What is your favorite way to stay 
cool in the summer? Go on a Slip n’ 
Slide.

What would you recommend every-
one in Quechee definitely try next sum-
mer? Swimming at Lake Pinneo.

What was your favorite book you 
read this summer? Knuffle Bunny 
books by Mo Willems.

What was the most unique thing 
you did this summer? Going to Fairy 
Tale camp at The Purple Crayon.

Where is your favorite playground 
in the Upper Valley? Watson Park in 
White River Junction.

What is your favorite thing about 
fall? When the leaves turn colors.

What are you looking forward to 
about going back to school? Making 
buns with Miss Kelly at the Upper 
Valley Waldorf School.

What is your favorite autumn tradi-
tion? “Splashing” in the leaves.

What do you want to be for Hal-
loween? Crutchy from the movie 
“Newsies.”

Jacob – Age 6

What is your favorite way to stay 
cool in the summer? Swim in the pool 
in my backyard and at my grammy’s.

What would you recommend 
everyone in Quechee definitely try next 
summer? Go swimming in the Ottau-
quechee River by The Quechee 
Green. Bring goggles!

What was your favorite book you 
read this summer? The Magic Tree-
house series.

What was the most unique thing 
you did this summer? Went on a roller 
coaster at Six Flags!

Where is your favorite playground 
in the Upper Valley? The Quechee 
Green’s playground.

What is your favorite thing about 
fall? Jumping into the leaves.

What are you looking forward to 
about going back to school? Really fun 
activities like gym.

What is your favorite autumn tradi-
tion? Picking out a pumpkin with my 
family.

What do you want to be for Hal-
loween? Either Iron Man or Hulk.

Brody – Age 10 

What is your favorite way to stay 
cool in the summer? Drinking lots of 
water and swimming at Lake Pinneo.

What would you recommend 
everyone in Quechee definitely try next 
summer? Going to Lake Pinneo and 
swimming to the dock.

What was your favorite book you 
read this summer? Percy Jackson’s 
Greek Gods

What was the most unique thing 
you did this summer? Going camping 
in Rhode Island and going to a polo 
match.

Where is your favorite playground 
in the Upper Valley? The Ottau-
quechee School playground.

What is your favorite thing about 
fall? I like playing football and play-
ing baseball in the backyard.

What are you looking forward to 
about going back to school? Seeing my 
friends because most of them don’t 
live close enough for me to connect 
with them over the summer.

What is your favorite autumn tradi-
tion? Making chili in the crockpot 
on football Sundays.

What do you want to be for Hal-
loween? Poseidon

Call Now To Get A New Roof 
Before The Snow Flies!



CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB – WWW.QUECHEELAKESREALESTATE.COM

SALES 888-654-9560 • 802-295-7525 RENTALS: 800-745-0042 • 802-295-1970 / FAX 802-296-6852
E-MAIL: SALES@QUECHEELAKESVT.COM • ROUTE 4, QUECHEE, VT 05059

Quechee Lakes Real Estate Center
Specializing in Quechee Lakes Properties Since 1968

Lakeland Village, 6D & 2B – The closest Village to the Quechee 
Club, adjacent to Highland and Lakeland Golf Courses & an easy 
walk to Lake Pinneo & all amenities. #6D is an end unit with A/C, 
electric & gas heat and significantly updated. #2B has an addi-
tional bonus sun room. Both units have 3BR/2 full baths & being 
sold mostly furnished. Great values @ $189,000 – $200,000.

74 Redfield Proctor - A one of a kind, beautifully maintained 
house located on a private lot in a wonderful setting. Great space 
with 4 large bedrooms, 4.5 baths, large family room for gather-
ings, open concept on main level, eat in kitchen, sunny dining 
area & spacious living room. Great lot for outdoor fun. This is a 
unique house-one that must be seen to appreciate. Excellent 
Value $298,000.

626 Wheelock Road - Walk or golf cart to the Quechee Club 
and enjoy all it has to offer. Or, walk to the Ski Hill and Base 
Lodge. A sweet house in a wonderful location with the Master 
BR on the main level with full bath. Just a few steps down to a 
family room with fireplace and 2nd bedroom and bath. 
Updated kitchen and baths. Move right in ! $169,000.

66 Remember Baker Lane - Beautifully constructed contempo-
rary priced substantially below assessed value. Main level has a 
delightful gourmet kitchen w/granite counter tops, stainless 
steel appliances, cherry cabinets & cherry flooring. Off the 
kitchen is a lovely sun room w/gas stove. An open concept, 1st 
floor has the din. rm leading into a cathedral liv. rm, stone 
fireplace w/cherry hdwd flooring throughout. Sliding doors 
off the din. rm. lead to an over sized deck for all seasonal 
activities. Upstairs consists of 2 guest BR. each with full bath! 
Spacious loft area w/natural light allows for many uses. Lower, 
unfinished basement area allows for expansion. Central A/C 
& forced hot air heat give you all the comforts of home. An 
exceptional value $429,000.

Saltbox 8A and 11D - Two outstanding units! #8A is an end unit 
w/large wrap around deck, A/C, 3 large BR/2.5BA, spacious 
combination lR/DR and eat-in kitchen. #llD - large 3BR/2.5BA 
unit with master BR having a balcony with a view. Both units 
being offered furnished. #8A- $149,999. and #11D-$107,000.

Windsor Village 5D - A ready to move in 2 BR, 1 1/2 BA town-
house - an outstanding location within Quechee Lakes. Walk to 
Lake Pinneo, Murphy farm, Ball fields, Basketball, Golf & the 
Quechee Club. Unit has completely upgraded kitchen with 
beautiful appliances that flows nicely into an open DR/LR. Gas 
fireplace stove for comfort, nice lighting throughout and being 
offered mostly furnished with some exclusions. Great rental 
unit if desired. Well maintained, offers nice privacy and poten-
tial view overlooking the Lakeland Golf course. Priced to sell!! 
$79,000.

295 Taft Family Road – This 3BR/2BA home offes an open floor 
plan with a beautiful fireplace in the LR. The master BR is on 
the main level and a spacious fam. rm. with office area & 
2BR/1BA on the lower level. As you stand in the LR looking out 
the slider you see a lovely view of the Queche ski hill. $169,000

120 Quechee West Hartford Road – A very rare offering in 
Quechee Lakes. A 1902 farmhouse w/barn and shed on 3+ 
acres of beautiful open meadow. nice porch on front and room 
for garden close to house. This 3BR/2BA house was renovated 
recently and ready to move into and enjoy. $325,000.

928 Wheelock Road – Outstanding location, very private 
w/southern exposure, seasonal views, and just a golf cart 
distance from the Quechee Club. This home offers an 
open floor plan with 5 bedrooms, 2 updated baths, updat-
ed kitchen, vaulted ceilings, 2 fireplaces, screened in 
porch, large deck and 2800 sq. ft. of living space! 
$349,000.

829 Baker Turn – Superb location near top of the ski moun-
tain & golf cart ride to the Quechee Club. Level lot with 
plenty of sunshine. Spacious home w/open floor plan, 
3BR/2BA, oversized decks & huge screened porch. Two car 
garage with front to back bonus room w/full bath. Wonderful 
opportunity listed below assessed value. $249,900.

Golfview Lane - One of Quechee’s last remaining beautiful building 
sites- private with close proximity to the Quechee Club-ski on and 
ski off-with proper siting of house and selective tree trimming and 
removal- outstanding Quechee Valley views possible. An extremely 
rare opportunity to own a very special piece of land. $169,500.

Deere Run 1A & 7D- Two outstanding end units. #1A w/cen-
tral air & #7D w/retro air. Both units have oversized wrap 
around decks, move-in condition, many upgrades & being 
offered fully furnished w/personal exceptions. Great floor 
plan for families or multiple couples w/4BR/3.5BA & family 
room. Walk to Lake Pinneo, Golf Course & Murphy Farm. 
Private swimming pool & 2 tennis courts. $229,000.-$264,000.

696 Deweys Mills Road – An exceptional Vermont Country Estate 
with a rich history dating back to circa 1860! Wonderful private 
setting surrounded by stone walls, majestic trees & tranquility, 
7BR/4BA, 5 fireplaces, original hardwood floors, country kitch-
en & formal dining room. This residence allows for a family 
home, home occupation, Bed and Breakfast or other multiple 
options. Beautifull grounds & landscaping, short walk to 
Quechee Gorge, Dewey’s Lake & the Quechee Polo Field. 
Furnishings are negotiable. $690,000.

Kingswood – Ski On/Ski Off – Terrific Values!! Move in con-
dition with outstanding locations on our Ski Mtn. 2 BR, 3BR 
and 1.5 – 2.5 BA, fully furnished and priced to sell. $89,000 
– $149,900.

324 Hard Road – Wonderful, comfortable, cozy house with beauti-
ful wide board pine floors on the main level along with the Master 
Bedroom w/bath and guest room. Lower level has 2 bedrooms, 1 
bath and large family room. Off the dining room is a screened in 
porch with a possible view of Dewey’s Pond. $265,000.

160 Baker Turn – Extraordinary custom built contemporary 
with fabulous southeasterly views & privacy. 4BR/4.5BA, 
jacuzzi, double sinks, shower, tile in master. Soaring cathedral 
ceilings, central A/C, stone fireplace, maple floors & cedar 
decking. Incredible workmanship & superb landscaping w/
stone walls. Spacious home close to Quechee Club within golf 
cart distance. $679,000.

469 Baker Turn – Wonderful corner lot contemporary home 
w/southern exposure and mountain views. This 4BR/3.5BA 
home has substantial wrap around decks, stone fireplace, nice 
yard, window quilts throughout, hard wood flooring on main 
level, skylights, updated kitchen w/granite and ample space 
for guests. Great opportunity for the next family as this is the 
original owner. $349,900.

60 Deer Path Lane - MOTIVATED SELLER! This house sits on 
a private lot with an outstanding yard for children to play, 
many perennial gardens & stone walls. It offers good size with 
two LRs, one w/fireplace, 3BR/3BA and large back deck that 
is ideal for entertaining family & friends. The Master BR has a 
bonus room that can be used as an office or den. Recent 
improvements include new Security System, roof, interior/
exterior paint & hard wood flooring. Priced @$169,000.

0 Fairbanks Turn - Arguably Quechee’s finest remaining view lot 
left to be built upon. 2.6 acres of gently sloping open meadows, 
wonderful exposure, E, S, and W. Views to the North of the 
Quechee Ski Mtn. The Hillside Rd. & Fairbanks turn neighbor-
hood offers an appealing location w/easy access to Golf Courses 
and the Quechee Club. Use your golf cart to/from. Construction 
of that special house beckons on this piece of heaven. Houseplans 
owner would be willing to share if interested. Town sewer & power 
at site. Survey available. Rare Mem. land offering. $199,000.

Landmark 3B – Superb location overlooking the 3rd tee of 
Highland Golf Course. Townhouse offers 3BR/2.5 BA, large 
loft, oversized deck & attic storage space. Being offered fully 
furnished w/personal exceptions. Electric golf cart included. 
Nice views of Ski Mtn. & 5 minute walk to Lake Pinneo, 10 
minute walk to Quechee Club. Location, Location, Location! 
$177,000

1968 Hillside Road -Spacious, unique Country home has 
5BR/5BA & sits on a beautifully landscaped 2.59 acre lot w/
western exposure & spectacular sunsets! Wonderful country 
kitchen/family room w/wood stove. Beautiful views from the 
brick-floored sun room surrounded by terraced landscaping. 
The large sunken living room w/fireplace & expansive windows 
is perfect for entertaining or head outside to the wrap-around 
deck w/patio, gazebo w/hot-tub, or the pond with waterfall. 
Choose from 2 Master BR suites, one on the main level w/
cathedral ceilings & private bath, the other upstairs w/private 
bath & 2 large add’ I BR & separate bath. Easy access to the 
Quechee Club & a short drive to Woodstock. A special offering, 
priced @ $549,000.00

134 Angell Trail - Outstanding private location with beautiful views 
overlooking the Quechee Lakes Valley enhance this quality built 
home, only a golf cart ride to the Quechee Club and all the ameni-
ties. Spacious, w/cathedral ceilings, skylights, and magificient win-
dows, allow for a bright sunlit house with East and southern expo-
sure. 4br/3.5ba, family room, large bonus room, 3 stone fireplaces 
and all baths and kitchen completely upgraded with granite, fix-
tures, tile, and new cabinetry, a special offering! $639,000.

Fairway Village 4A and 4B - Both of these townhouse units have 
2BR/2BA, vaulted ceilings, detached golf cart storage buildings 
and are a short walk to Lake Pinneo, Murphy Farm and the 
Quechee Club and all its amenities. #4A has hardwood floors in 
living area and being offered @$132,500. #4B has carpet through-
out with tile in baths and kitchen and being offered @$139,000.

Newton Village 2B, 13B, 4A & 6B - Four of the finest townhouses 
offered. Phase #1-2B- immaculate 2BR/2BA, open main level/2 
fireplaces/wood floors/fully furn. @ $169,000. Phase #2-13B - a 
must see turnkey twnhse w/all the finest finishes, 4BR/3BA pvt. 
end unit-approx. 2500 sq. ft., mostly furnished. Views, pools & ten-
nis on site- $399,000. Phase #2- 4A- excellent finished details- 
3BR/3.5BA, furnished, move-in condition, views of the ski mtn. @ 
$399,000. Phase #2-6B- Beautifuly conditioned end unit w/prvc/
spacious floor des./the finest details. AC/cherry cab./oak floors. 
Unfurnished @ $369,000.

9A 
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423 Taft Family Road - Quality, custom designed home 
on a private 4.30 acres. S/Westerly setting w/magnifi-
cent views of VT. sunsets. Beautiful chef’s kitchen w/
Wolf range, sub-zero refrig./freezer & wine cooler, 2 
Bosch Dishwashers, granite counters & custom bit. cher-
ry cabinets. Kitchen faces an open din/liv. rm w/red oak 
firs & beautiful fieldstone fireplace. All opens onto a 
huge sundeck w/awning & screened in porch. Mstr. 
suite on main level w/private bath, walk- closet & access 
to deck. Pvt. study/library. 3 BR upstairs & add’l private 
guest suite over the garage w/access into main house. 
Walkout lower level has fam. rm./wet bar & seating, 
huge game rm., full bath & woodstove w/stone hearth. 
Beautifully landscaped w/stone walls & patio areas & 
fenced in yard. A unique Quechee Lakes property. 
$675,000.

Dartmouth Place 5A - One of Quechee’s finest locations-
-walk to Lake Pinneo, Murphy farm, the Quechee Club 
& you’re on the Highland Golf Course!! Spacious 3 br., 
loft, 2 1/2 BA townhouse consisting of approx. 2400 
plus sq. ft. w/vaulted ceilings & wonderful windows to 
capture the beautiful views of the surrounding Quechee 
Hills. Multiple sky lights to keep this a bright airy town-
house. Eat -in kitchen w/counter & bar stools & flows 
directly into the din/liv. areas. Master is on the main 
level & a sauna & large Jacuzzi are part of the lower level 
w/2 guest BR & either a 4th BR. or large family room. 
Very spacious wrap around deck & a large lower deck for 
all your outdoor activities. All appliances remain. Being 
sold partially furnished. A great village with a huge 
backyard!!! This is a unique house- one that must be 
seen to be appreciated. Excellent Value $259,000.

70 Warner Lane - The original owner says it’s time to move 
along after 38 years!! This property needs some TLC but is a 
charming cottage like house nestled in the tall pines & a 
smattering of tall oaks on quiet Warner Lane. S/W exposure 
with a large deck to capture all the light one would want. 2 
wood burning brick fireplaces enhance a large liv. rm .& a very 
large fam. rm. Vaulted ceilings on main level which includes 
an open living, dining & kitchen--full bath & master BR also 
on first floor. Lower, walk out level consists of 3 BR, 1 full bath 
& aforementioned family room. A wonderful opportunity to 
own an inexpensive vacation retreat. Could also be a wonder-
ful rental with a few upgrades. $133,000.

648 Morgan Road -For the discriminate buyer. An extraor-
dinary Arts & Crafts style house, completely renovated with
an in-door heated pool. Gourmet kitchen w/cherry cabinetry, 
large island w/cooktop & seating, granite counter tops & stain-
less steel Bosch & Kitchen Aid appl. & 2 pantries. Brazilian 
cherry flooring lead you into a spacious liv/dining rm. 
enhanced by 2 fireplaces, vaulted ceiling & wet bar for enter-
taining. Expansive windows on the s/w offer wonderful light & 
views into a lovely, peaceful setting. Beautiful stone walls, land-
scaping & patio areas invite you to enjoy the entire property. 
Lower level offers 2 fire places, fm. room, full bath, office w/
private entry & patio( 5th BR. or au pere suite) laundry & 
storage. All baths w/ limestone counters, maple vanities & 
heated tile flooring. Kohler & oil-rubbed bronze hardware 
throughout. Natural fir doors & trim. Amazing detail work 
throughout. Property includes a second lot. A one of a kind 
house. $699,000.


