
Pam Vernon

Over a healthy lunch 
at Jake’s Market Café in 
Quechee, Sharin Luti and 
I talked about the inevita-
bility of the Quechee Times 
doing her profile. “I’m not 
that interesting, really!” Sha-

rin says. “Are you kidding?” I 
reply. If you live in Quechee, 
you likely know her or have 
felt her impact in some way. 
She is, in fact, a very interest-
ing person! Here is her story.

As Luti puts it, “I’ve never 
been one to just sit down. 

When I was a kid, I was 
always running things. We 
used to stage circuses and 
fairs – I was always the direc-
tor.” Over her life, she honed 
the skills involved in running 
those hometown circuses—
creative, technical and 
administrative—resulting 
in a successful professional 
career, active community 
involvement and commit-
ment, many artistic pursuits 
and loving family and friends.

Let’s start with how she 
got to Quechee. Luti was 
raised along the New Jersey 
Shore and always thought 
that she would end up retir-
ing near the ocean. She went 
to graduate school in Bos-
ton—where she met husband 
Paul—wondering why any-

Pam Vernon

This article was 
originally to be a 
continuation of one 

I wrote several issues ago 
about the Quechee Garden 
Club’s community outreach 
activities. In addition to the 
scholarship program and now 
grants to elementary schools 
for gardening projects, the 
Quechee Garden club 
worked with the graphic arts 
program—Design, Illustration 
and Media Arts—at the 
Hartford Area Career and 
Technology Center (HACTC 
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Hunter Hall Medals at 
Special Olympics

Molly O’Hara

Hunter Hall, 30, of Quechee, VT, had a few new 
experiences this past summer that were pretty amazing, 
culminating in winning the bronze medal in golf at 

the Special Olympics World Games in L.A. Hunter and his 

Continued on page 6

Sharin Luti (left) with family

Bringing Together the  
Hartford Area Career and 

Technology Center, Quechee 
Garden Club and Quechee Students

Continued on page 18

Hunter Hall

Community Member 
Extraordinaire: Sharin Luti

Continued on page 10

Lydia Pecor
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Is it winter yet? That seems to be the refrain most often heard around 
Quechee this season. It’s hard to believe that spring is just around the 
corner given the mild winter we’ve had so far. I hope that the old proverb, 

“March comes in like a lion, out like a lamb,” holds true and we don’t end up 
with the seasons reversed.  The mild winter is making me long to get started 
on my flower and vegetable gardens.

Regardless of the weather, there’s plenty of activity in Quechee this sea-
son. In this edition, we highlight some of many ways, residents and visitors 
enjoy all that Quechee and the surrounding area has to offer, giving back to 
the community, and encouraging their friends and family to call Quechee 
home too! 

Molly O’Hara tells the story of Hunter Hall—a fixture on the golf courses 
with his parents Allen and Sally during the weekends—a bronze medal win-
ner in the World Special Olympics Games. Ruth Sylvester reminds us that 
even as we age, we still can make an impact on others with her profile of 
Madame Stein, a 90-year-young ballet teacher. And, Pam Vernon highlights 
the tireless ways in which Sharin Luti gives back to our community while also 
exploring her creative side. 

We’re always looking for story ideas, photos and contributions. Please get 
in touch with me if you have any news that you would like to share. 

 
 Take care, 
 Anne
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Your Vision of
Homeownership

is About to
Change Forever*

*Call Us... We’ll Tell You Why
866-924-3235 • prudentliving.com/homes
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Grid-tied Net Zero Home Completed in 2015
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SAVE THEIR SNOW!

Protect skiing for our children and grand-children. Visit our website to learn how to reduce your carbon 
footprint in your home or ski home. Join one of our community solar parks. Our land, your solar. 

ACT NOW FOR $6,750 IN FIRST-YEAR SAVINGS
Vermont’s climate 
is moving south at 
an alarming rate. 
Tomorrow’s ski seasons 
depend upon today’s 
sustainability actions. 
Vermont is not alone; 
the Sierra had the lowest 
snowfall in 500 years 
(confirmed from tree ring 
analysis) in 2014-2015.

Sad, but True

www.solaflect.com • (802)649-3700

Higher-Emissions Scenario

Lower-Emissions Scenario

2070–2090

2010–2039

2070–2090

2040–2069
2040–2069

1961–1990

2010–2039

GO SOLAR TODAY

(and some money)

Participating in this project involves risk of loss that an investor should be prepared to bear. Please contact info@solaflect.com for the disclosure documents containing a full description of such risk.

• Second homes are eligible for 30% Federal solar tax credit
• Lock in Vermont’s solar incentive, expiring in 2016
• 5% stable, tax-free inflation protected return
• Help lead the clean, local energy revolution with Solaflect 

Community Solar Parks
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INTERIOR DESIGN • CUSTOM FABRICATION • RENOVATIONS

Finding Your Style
GilberteInteriors.com   |  603-643-3727

H A N OV E R ,  N H

“ Attention to detail, from listening to design to completion, 
is what makes the difference between a house and a home.”

—Cheryl Boghosian, Interior Designer, ASID

parents, Allen and Sally, and his 
brother, Camden, are all avid golfers 
often visible on the Quechee course. 
Although Sally can’t remember at 
exactly what age Hunter started 
golfing, it was somewhere during his 
middle school years (with two boys 
close in age, who can remember 
anything?) Allen had been golfing 
but, as Sally said, as the boys took an 
interest, she took up golfing, too, so it 
could be a family activity.

At first, Hunter lacked the coordi-
nation to put the ball on the tee, or 
to hit on the fairway, so he had some 
help and practice shots throughout 
the rounds. He is a very visual learner, 
his mother noted, (he never had a les-
son but, rather, picked up the game by 
watching and playing.)

He began competing in the Spe-
cial Olympics during his junior year of 
high school. He competed in bowling 
and snowshoeing, as well as golf. Over 
time, he grew to be a stronger golfer 
on his own, and outgrew the need to 
have an able-bodied player as part of 
his team by the time it was required for 
him to compete on his own. He then 
qualified for the World Games by win-
ning the gold medal at the Vermont 
Special Olympic Games in 2013.

Hunter had to stop bowling along 
with the rest of us in the upper Val-
ley when the upper Valley lanes 
and Games in White River Junction 
shut down. He’s not the only one to 
be incredibly disappointed. Sally 
recounted her love of a program 
that Dartmouth College students 
used to run on Tuesdays there with 
the members of the Special Olym-
pics. Sally noted that, while some-
times they would just be bowling, 

the students would sometimes have 
the music and lights going, dancing 
with the kids. And, she said, “they 
all loved it”.

Hunter still snowshoes, but golf 
is his main focus as a competitive 
sport. He collects logo and signed 
golf balls—as many as he can. He 
has thousands of them decorating his 
room at home. He also is lucky enough 
to have a practice putting green in his 
basement.

Hunter’s journey to the 
Special Olympics World 
Games

This past summer, Hunter was one 
of 7,000 athletes from 177 nations 
participating in the Special Olym-
pics World Games 2015. For the first 
week, Hunter, and the rest of the par-
ticipants, were flown to San Diego for 
qualifying, without parents. He hadn’t 
spent much time away from his, but 
with Hunter’s happy, kind personality, 
he had no trouble fitting in anywhere.

Allen, Hunter’s dad, caddied for 
him the whole week of the competi-
tion, and Sally and his brother Cam-
den flew to L.A. to watch and cheer 
him on. Perhaps having all his family 
around brought some luck, because 
despite four abnormally hot days of 
competition, Hunter shot rounds of 
104, 103, 102, 103—412 total, giving 
him enough of an advantage to win 
the bronze medal.

In an August interview with the 
Valley News, Missy Rodriguez, one of 
Hunter’s coaches in the upper Val-
ley Hawks Special Olympics program, 
said, “He’s the man… He’s a great 
adult. He has a great personality, very 
energetic. He smiles all the time and 
loves to know what’s going on. And 
he loves to be involved in whatever 
he can be involved in.”

Made the putt! 

Hunter Hall Medals at Special Olympics–  

continued from page1
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Missy Rodriguez isn’t the only one 
who feels that way about Hunter. 
Craig Sherpa, a retired Marine 
Corps drill instructor, began coach-
ing Hunter last winter to get his 
skills up and ready for the big games. 
Craig commented, in the same Valley 

News article, that anyone who gets a 
chance to meet Hunter will be meet-
ing “one of the most beautiful human 
beings I have ever met.”

Sally also hinted towards Hunter’s 
love for others and that winning 
might not even have been the biggest 

Hunter, left, and, Dad, Allen.

highlight. Meeting people and mak-
ing new friends is what really makes 
Hunter happy. He was also thrilled 
when Michelle Obama was one of 
the guests at the opening ceremonies. 

“Hunter is Mr. Patriotic. Mr. Red, 
White and Blue,” Sally said. 

Now that he’s got his medal, 
Hunter certainly hasn’t sat back on 
his laurels. He’s one that never stops 

moving. He has a job delivering the 
D (the Dartmouth newspaper) across 
his campus route, as well as working 
at Dan & Whits a local store in Nor-
wich, VT. He’s golfing, practicing 
and playing with his fellow upper 
Valley Hawks Special Olympics 
team and, likely, inspiring many oth-
ers to dream about making it to the 
World Games. n
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Madame Stein
Ruth Sylvester

Filling Life’s Stage
i love an audience,” eleonora 

Stein proclaims. Throughout her 
life she has found audiences, in 
her careers as dancer, singer and 
teacher. Now 89, she has lived a full 
and active life that’s provided her 
with many stories and collections of 
memorabilia—and she continues to 
accumulate anecdotes and events. 
“All the world,” even each local vil-
lage street, is her stage.

“Mme. Stein,” as she is known 
to her ballet students, speaks with 
enthusiasm and precision—and 
presumably with accuracy—of her 
life and experiences. “I was born in 

Budapest on August 16, 1926,” she 
says. “This year I’ll be 90 years old! 
In 1938, I arrived with my mother 
on October 10 in New York. My 
mother’s father got the visa. We 
went through Berlin, and the train 
stopped in a huge Bahnhof—train 
station. They wouldn’t let us get off 
the train. The glass dome, the roof, 
was hung with gigantic swastikas 
from one end to the other.”

“My father and brother left the 
next year; they were sneaked out,” 
continues Mme. Stein. The family 
was Jewish—their name was Reich. 
She converted to Catholicism in the 
1950s. “When we arrived, we lived 
with my grandfather on 72nd Street. 
My mother was excellent in needle-Madame Stein Press photo from The Roxy Theatre.

US Route 4
Quechee VT

www.qualityinnquechee.com

Q.L.L.A.
Discount Program

for family & freinds of Quechee landowners

2012 Gold Hospitality
Award Recipient*

*from Choice Hotels International, Inc.
Hot Breakfast

Indoor Heated Pool

Fitness Facility

Newer, Faster Free
Wireless Internet

Full Service Restaurant/Lounge
On Premises
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in the 1950s, Mme. Stein per-
formed under the name erica Bard 
(an Americanization of her grand-
mother’s name, Bardos) at The 
Roxy Theater, and toured with the 
company. At times she worked with 
her family: her father designed toys, 
including an angel Christmas-tree 
topper, which shows up in movies 
(including The Bishop’s Wife, and 
Holiday Inn). “I was the fastest on 
the assembly line,” she recalls. “I 
always had to shine. I’m a ham from 
way back.” in 1958, Stein became 
her name with her marriage to Hal 
Stein, who was her supervisor at a 
graphics company. The couple lived 
in New Jersey, where their two sons 
still live —one a police sergeant and 
the other a corporate vice president. 
Mme. Stein is still in touch occasion-
ally with Hal, though they divorced 
in the 1970s and he has remarried.

Settling in Vermont
Around 1985 she moved to 

Woodstock. She has been known in 
this area as a teacher of dance, and 
she still has an occasional student. 
“The Russian style is what i teach. 
Arm movements are very impor-
tant,” she says. “Like this, graceful!,” 
she demonstrates by moving her arms 
through several canonical positions 
with a smooth, lilting, continuous 
flow. “Not like this!,” as she moves 
her arms from down to up then to 
side and front in a stop-action style.

Mme. Stein’s cozy apartment 
displays mementos of her activities 
over the years. Photos of herself and 
her family fill the walls, along with 
children’s drawings, paintings and 
sketches she has done, and works 
by friends. A treasured souvenir is a 
newspaper article telling of her visit 
to london’s Royal Ballet, signed 
by some of the company’s greats, 
including famous ballet dancers Mar-
got Fonteyn and Rudolf nureyev.

As she faces the challenges of 
age, Mme. Stein remains valiant. 
She can no longer drive, but she 
cuts a notable figure when she walks, 
wearing “my fur jacket, my beautiful 
fur boots, my fur hat, and of course 
my gold pocketbook.” As a visi-
tor reaches to pick up a fallen item 
since Madame has difficulty with her 
knees, she exclaims, “No, no! I don’t 
want help. I do it myself.” n

 

We’re All About Your Life Outside 
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work. She worked for an outstanding 
costumer in New York, and went to 
night school to learn english. i went 
directly to school—I didn’t like that! 
i learned english in three months 
and started writing for the school 
newspaper. And soon I was a well-
known figure in school because of 
dance.”

All artistic endeavors appealed to 
the young erika (Mme. Stein’s birth 
name). One day in a music class 
she noticed an empty front row and 
rushed up to claim it. When the class 
sang an aria from Faust, she gave it 
her all. “The teacher was listening,” 
she recalls, “ and said, ‘erika, come 
up and sing it yourself,’ and the class 
applauded. Of course, all I needed 
was an audience,” she laughs.

The pretty child who had taken 
many dance classes in Budapest, and 
also performed there in children’s 
theater and short films, had disap-
pointments as well as successes. In 
New York she attended the High 
School of Music and Art (which 
existed from 1936 to 1984), begin-
ning in 1941, but her dance career 
ran into problems. Too early work in 
ballet on pointe in her early child-
hood had injured her feet, and doc-
tors discovered she had a slight heart 
murmur, which in those days was 
treated with complete rest. “They 
gave me a pass to use the elevator—
can you imagine!,” she exclaims. “It 
was such a heartbreaker.” Making 
lemonade out of lemons, she began 
taking voice lessons.

Press photo from her days as a singer.
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Community Member Extraordinaire: Sharin Luti– continued from page1

one would live that far north! They 
settled in Andover, MA (yes north of 
Boston!), brought up their two chil-
dren and pursued careers.

In 1977, the Lutis decided that 
they wanted a vacation retreat. And 
Luti continued to migrate north to 
Quechee. “We had to be less than 
two hours from Andover and wanted 
a multi-season place. We stopped 
in Quechee when returning from 
a ski trip. We liked the village and 
the low-key atmosphere. We bought 
a lot, built a modest home (doing 
much of the work ourselves), and 
enthusiastically started coming up 
on weekends.” 

Luti’s career in Information 
Technology

Meanwhile, back in Andover, 
Luti was pursuing a successful career 
in the Information Technology (IT) 
field. As she looks back on her pro-
fessional success, she reflects on the 
influences and “guardian angels” that 
helped to direct her, and specifically 
helped her to see that being female 
in a primarily male field could be an 
advantage. As she looked to going to 
college, her father suggested that, “I 
major in math because it was not a 
female field. He said, ‘You will be dif-
ferent.’” Although she thought she 
would minor in art, her “amazing” 
college mentor pointed out that she 
would really stand out in a male field 
if she minored in physics—and that is 
what she did, math and physics. She 
put herself through college at Fair-
leigh-Dickinson in New Jersey. Her 
mentor maintained his confidence in 
her and told her that she “must go to 
graduate school.” She went to Boston 
College with a teaching fellowship in 
math.

There were certainly challenges. 
early on she was assigned to lead a 
technical project for a man who felt 
that a woman did not possess the 
skills required for the task. unaware 

of his feelings (beyond the fact that 
he was tough), Luti led her team to 
a successful conclusion. Later that 
man confided that his opinion of 
women in the technical work force 
had changed, in a positive way, as 
a result of this success. “People who 
quietly get the job done and 
demonstrate competence do 
make a difference,” she says.

Luti says that, “All along 
the way, someone helped. 
You run your life and you 
don’t really think about 
things. Now I think about 
these wonderful people who 
helped me learn how to be 
strong.” In her 27 years at 
dynamics Resource Corp. 
(dRC) in Massachusetts, 
she was the first female 
department manager and the 
first female vice president. 
She mentored many men 
and women, and sees herself 
as a trailblazer for women in 
the work force. 

And now Quechee and 
the upper Valley are reap-
ing the rewards of Luti’s 

experience and competence. There 
was a brief period when the Luti fam-
ily didn’t get to Quechee much, and 
they put the house up for sale because 
they used it so rarely. Fortunately, 
it didn’t sell. Once their kids were 
grown, they abandoned the idea of 
retiring in Boston (or more south) 
and moved permanently to Quechee. 
They have been full-time residents 
here since 2001. 

The two “kids”—Brian and 
Stacy—are grown and the Luti’s 
now have three grandchildren, 
Taylor Marie (10), Rowan (9) 
and Henry (6). Stacy, a baker at 
the Woodstock Farmer’s Market, 
and Taylor Marie live in Quechee. 
Brian is a Lieutenant Colonel in 
the Army (with two Iraq and two 
Afghanistan tours) stationed in 
Hawaii. When Luti asked him why 
he wanted to apply for a ROTC 
Scholarship when he was at the 
university of Vermont, Brian said, 
“Because you always told us you 
have to give back and this is my 
way.” Luti explains, “And this is a 

kid who wasn’t allowed to play with 
guns when he was little.”

Focus on Community
Luti has always been involved in 

her community and found volunteer 
opportunities in Quechee when she 
was close to retirement and had more 
time. She was a QLLA Trustee from 
2004 – 2010 and has served on a 
number of Quechee Lakes Landown-
ers Association (QLLA) committees. 
She also volunteered at the Quechee 
Library. 

She has co-chaired the Children’s 
Hospital at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
(CHaD) Classic/Gala fundraiser with 
Gail Ferney since 2003. These events 
have contributed over two million 
dollars to CHaD over the past 30 
years. Overseen by QLLA Charities, 
Inc. (of which Luti is the secretary), 
she describes the events as a “tribute 
to the generosity and caring nature 
of the Quechee community. There 
are so many people who contribute 
their time, money and passion for a 

Sharin Luti

Serving the Norwich area for over 20 years.

Call Now To Reserve Your Spot 
On the Summer Schedule!

2015 CHaD Gala committee.

Continued on page 24
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Whether you are dreaming of a new home, a renovation or 
addition to your existing home, or expanding your office space, 

making your dream a realityis only a phone call away!

NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION • ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS
WWW.BOYNTONCONSTRUCTION.NET

Catching a Mermaid
or

How I met my wife  
under unusual circumstances 

Ron Dull 

When you do dance, I wish you a 
wave o’ th’ sea, that you might ever 

do nothing but that.  
 The Winter’s Tale

We were off the coast of 
new england on a late 
February day. The winds of 

winter whipped the building seas into 
short, choppy mounds of foam and 
spray. The bow lookout on the huge 
merchant ship first saw the foundering 
sailboat through the binoculars as it 
bobbed to the crest of an ugly wave. 
How the boat had come to be capsized 
was unimportant since I, the vessel’s 
Captain, soon spied four people 
desperately grappling for the safety 
of the stricken sailboat’s side. Three 
had donned their bright orange life 
jackets but the fourth, quite obviously 
a young woman, had none. I feared for 
her life in the frigid, turbulent waters.

using all of my considerable mari-
ner skills I maneuvered the massive 
eight-hundred foot tanker danger-
ously close to the small vessel and 
began executing a series of precise 
round turns, circling the wreckage 
like a she-wolf protecting her pups, all 
in an attempt to quell the destructive 
violence of the sea. When the time 
seemed right I positioned my vessel 
between the subdued waves and the 
sailboat, creating a smooth, albeit 
brief, sanctuary. I then launched a 
lifeboat with a few sailors onboard to 
pluck the hapless victims from their 
fate. It was a delicate operation, one 
where both men and boats could eas-
ily be crushed by a simple mistake. All 
the while, the woman without the life 
vest swam expertly back and forth, 
between sailboat and lifeboat, assist-
ing each of her companions to safety 
before finally being pulled into the 
bucking craft herself. It was a remark-
able feat of heroism and athleticism.

“She doesn’t even seem winded,” I 
remarked to my second officer.

Imagine my surprise when “The 
Mermaid” as she was already being 
called by the crew, entered my state-
room looking wet, beautiful, and 
refreshed as though she had just been 

out for an evening swim in the pool. 
Her hair was long and blonde, natu-
rally curly, and hung damply to her 
waist. In her hands she held a mir-
ror and a large comb with which she 
attempted to straighten out the tangle 
of tumultuous golden locks. Her eyes 
were bright green, almost overly large, 
and set wide apart in a small face, giv-
ing her a look of perpetual surprise. 
They had the mad and blazing look of 
the fairies in them and were difficult 
to hold in my gaze for very long. The 
nose was small and upturned, the ears 
tiny and elfin. Around her shoulders 
she had draped a bright red blanket, 
a gift from a thoughtful crew mem-
ber, and although it hung limply on 
her body, it left no doubt of the trim 
shape and athletic build beneath it. 
I looked quickly at her feet. Nice 
feet I thought. No tail. That shouldn’t 
be a surprise. They are shape changers. 
Be careful.

“You were a brave young woman 
out there today,” I commented while 
turning the temperature up on the 
radiator. “Cold?” I asked watching 
carefully and waiting for her to drop 
the shawl in the rising heat.

Tradition told that mermaids used 
the red blanket to pull over their 
heads in order to swim underwater to 
their paradise beneath the waves. If 
one possessed the magic object, then 
the mermaid would enter a state of 
enthrallment at which time I could 
ask her for any favor and she would 
have to grant it. Once a wish was 
used, though, it was used forever. A 
person must be very careful and very 
shrewd in what they wished for.

The striking woman introduced 
herself as Kimberly Stearns of Wood-
stock, Vermont. As she recounted the 
story, she and her companions were 
en route to Bermuda on a private sail-
ing yacht when a sudden squall caught 
their vessel under full sail and capsized 
it into the turbulent sea! She made it 
all sound very dramatic.

“Yeah, yeah, yeah. Whatever, 
whatever,” I waved, not caring for the 
details. In my many years as Captain I 
had heard plenty of sea stories before. 
Big deal. Rudely i interrupted her 

narrative and pushed directly to the 
point. “So, where do you keep your 
fortune fairy woman?”

“In the bank,” she answered drolly, 
wondering if I was really as eccentric 
as the crew had warned her.

“Do not play with me, Miss Mer-
maid! I am wise to your trickery! You 
and your kind disguise yourselves as 
cute little seals and fat manatees and 
ugly, old walruses when in reality you 
really are beautiful merfolk with golden 
hair and scaly tails. More like cod tails 
than mackerel tails, though,” I clarified 
hoping not to have offended her.

“I do not have a tail!” she insisted.
“Oh sure, not now, I can see that. 

But lots of times merfolk can make 
them come and go by rubbing the 
secret potion into your eyes. It’s an 
old magic trick. Rather boring if you 
ask me.” I yawned to stress my point.

“What potion?” Kim asked.

“It’s a secret! Jeez, pay attention 
now and try to follow along.” She 
could be quite irritating.

“Captain Dull,” Kim was tired and 
exasperated but attempted to sound 
reasonable, “if you would simply set 
us ashore at your next port‐of‐call, 
or perhaps notify the Coast Guard to 
come evacuate us, my friends and I 
would more than compensate you for 
all of your heroism and trouble.”

I waved a dismissive hand at her 
pretty green eyes, attempting to scat-
ter the captivating light radiating from 
them. They mesmerized me with their 
intensity. “Whatever. That would be 
the cheap way out for you wouldn’t it, 
my dear? No, what I need to do is to 
enthrall you and get to your incred-
ible undersea fortune.” I scratched at 
my beard, deep in thought on how I 
should accomplish the task.

Continued on page 22
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Living Well at Home with CarePro
Assisted Living at Home gives the ability to have services brought to you,  

where you remain safe, comfortable and well in your home!
Healthcare Professionals: RN’s, LNA’s and HHA’s.

CarePro is the only agency in the area that
GUARANTEES scheduled coverage!

YOU can reach management 24 hours per day!
Medical and Non-Medical Companionship services are available  

to assist you achieve optimal wellness!

We care about YOU, and how you choose to live!
CarePro serves the Dartmouth Community and Region.

 
                                                        

45 Lyme Road, Suite 105A, Hanover, NH 03755
603-643-8010
603-643-8030 Fax

 Email: vk@vtnhcarepro.com Website: www.vtnhcarepro.com
Owner operated by Vickie and John (D ’78) Kreider

Quechee club News

Alicia Baker

Join Us Saturday, February 20 at The Quechee Club, Quechee, VT, for 
the 20th Annual Cardboard Box Derby. This event is open to the public 
and is sure to be a great time for families of all ages. The Cardboard Box 

Derby takes place at the Quechee Ski Hill and participants are asked to be on 
the sledding hill by 1 pm for pre-race organization. The derby will begin at 
exactly 2 pm and a post awards ceremony will take place in The Main Dining 
Room of The Clubhouse, following the race.

Test your creativity by constructing a cardboard box that can cruise down 
our snow-covered race track with friends and family at the wheel! Contes-
tants will be judged on various categories. The more unique the box, the 
better your chances of winning! Jake’s Market is your place for all things 
Derby this year with a 10% savings on custom duct tape and spray paint 
for shoppers who use codeword “DERBY.” Make sure to ask about card-
board as well; they have been stocking up for the event. 

Specialty Food Days hosted by Ski Vermont will return again this sea-
son, with Vermont food producers setting up shop at the Base lodge. Ski 
Quechee guests and Derby participants are invited to sample complimentary 
local fare from 10 am to 2 pm at the Base Lodge. The Base Lodge will also be 
open until 4 pm, featuring house-made soups served up piping hot, pizza, fresh 
sandwiches, burgers, snacks and more. 

The Cardboard Box Derby Pre-Race Reception will be held Friday, 
February 19 from 6 pm to 8 pm in The Main Dining Room at The Club-
house following the Annual Torchlight Parade. This fun and informative 
event will highlight the derby-day experience with a streaming video display 
of race day rules and regulations, as well as action-packed footage from our 
derby archives. This will be an amazing day for everyone involved with food, 
fun and live music! Be sure to register your pit crew for this event as well. 
Pre-registration is required and a total of 225 participants will be accepted. 
See registration packet for details at www.quecheeclub.com.

Entries after February 5 are $35.00 per team. Derby entries will not 
be accepted after February 18th at 5 pm, no exceptions. Registration forms 
and the rules and regulations may be downloaded on www.quecheeclub.
com. Completed forms can be submitted to Member Services; mailed to 
The Quechee Club, P.O. Box 1301, Quechee, VT 05059; or email to info@
quecheeclub.com. n

The 20th Annual  
Quechee Club Cardboard 

Box Derby Saturday, 
February 20 at 2 pm
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Barbara Levenson

Winter arrived in Quechee and the Quechee Garden Club was as active 
as in the summer months, beautifying the Quechee community.

The holiday season means decorating all of Quechee. Marge Gray 
and her committee brought holiday cheer to all corners. Joan and Rodger Wutzl 
once again decorated the gazebo on the green. Cyndy Babcock placed wreaths 
at the covered bridge that greeted residents and visitors entering the Village. 
Members and guests enjoyed the annual holiday tea, as well, which had a theme 
of “toys and dolls.” The tea was well attended and, as usual, the refreshments 
were wonderful. 

in January, the club hosted Bob Coates, chief operating officer of the Ver-
mont Youth Conservation Corps (VYCC), one of the organizations to which 
the garden club contributes.

This non-profit organization works with young people who actively partici-
pate in conservation of natural resources and wildlife. each year VYCC hires 
young adults, ages 16-24, who work and study together. Part of their learning 
process is to complete conservation projects such as state park management, trail 
maintenance and other conservation of natural habitats. in the upper Valley, 
the VYCC works with Billings Farm. Two of the Garden Club’s major goals are 
conservation and the preservation of natural habitat, so Mr. Coates’ talk was an 
important addition to the members’ education.

Winter/spring meetings include: Miniature Arrangements in your own con-
tainer (February), Rock Gardens and their Plants (March), and new Hamp-
shire’s Castle in the Clouds (April). For information on the Garden Club and 
its many activities and programs, please visit our brand new website: www.
quecheegardenclub.org for more information. n

Quechee GardeN club

“A Christmas Carol,” display by Ginia Allison.



1820 Quechee Main Street 
P.O. Box 213

Quechee, VT 05059
e-mail: bjwest@sover.net

fax: 802-296-6696

SALES & RENTALS
802-295-1999 
 800-639-5110

www.QuecheeHomes.com

REPRESENTING SELLERS AND BUYERS IN QUECHEE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR OVER 30 YEARS.

 SINGLE FAMILY HOMES

Beautiful Vale condo- 3 bedroom, 3.5 
baths in excellent condition. Open floor 
plan, hardwood floors, chef ’s kitchen, gas 
fireplace, deck. Master suite on main level. 
Upstairs are two bedrooms and a full bath. 
Lower level has a family room and another 
full bath. Located a short walk to the village 
green, post office, library and Simon Pearce. 
QUECHEE $350,000

 CONDOS & TOWNHOMES

Ridge condo with great views. Large 3 
bedroom, 3+ bath town homes. Wood 
floors, fireplace, vaulted ceilings, open 
kitchen and more. Has a large loft 
with a 3/4 bath.Two decks to enjoy the 
view and desirable end unit location. 
QUECHEE $195,000

Saltbox Village condo with master bed-
room on main floor! Second bedroom/bath 
and loft upstairs. Beautiful views from the 
living room, bedrooms and the back patio. 
Nicely maintained condo with wood floors, 
open floor plan, and a pellet stove. A single 
car detached garage is included! Pleasant 
walk to the Library and Quechee Village. 
QUECHEE $95,000

Wonderful end unit, lots of updates. 
Kitchen redone with new counters, 
cabinets and appliances. Interior doors 
and sliders updated. Large open living 
room with vaulted ceilings and cozy wood 
stove. Master bedroom with walk-in 
California closet and walkout slider. Great 
unit.  Owner is licensed real estate agent.  
QUECHEE $79,500

Spectacular views.!! Water, mountains, meadows, red barns, 2 states and more.  Red Barn 
Farms has it all and you can be a part of it.  You can purchase a home site and build your 
dream home in this lovely community. The infrastructure is in place and the first home is 
completed and a second on its way. Give us a call and come take a look while lots are still 
available. QUECHEE NON-QLLA $377,000 to $397,000

 LAND & LOTS

Light and open custom designed home. 
Completely rebuilt in 2001 with an eye 
for quality and detail. 3 bedroom, 2.5 
bath. Living, dining, and kitchen open 
to one another and to the mahogany 
deck facing long range views. Expan-
sive master suite on the upper floor with 
guest and family spaces on the lower 
level, including extras like the screened 
in porch and an extra hobby/exercise/
game room or 4th bedroom. Privacy and 
convenience along with quality, space 
and great views.  QUECHEE $699,000

View, Location, Comfort, This house 
has it all and is only a golf cart ride 
or walk to the club.  Over 3700 square 
feet and more than an acre of land. 
The blue stone Patio is a great place to 
enjoy the views and a casual meal with 
friends. Inside, the kitchen is a pleasure 
to work in with plenty of space. The 
dining room, with fireplace, is located 
between the kitchen and the large 
sunny living room. With the master 
suite and office also on the main floor, 
the home is perfect for one-level-
living. QUECHEE  695,000

Thoughtfully placed on 4.3 acres, both 
the house and the extra large deck 
enjoy splendid views. The custom 
kitchen is truly the heart of this home 
with it’s high end appliances and 
granite counters and cherry cabinetry, 
and an open floor plan. Perfect for 
entertaining friends and family or quiet 
nights alone. There are 5 bedrooms, and 
5 baths, with the master suite being on 
the main floor. The lower walk-out level 
has a full wet bar, large game room, and 
wood stove with stone hearth. A quality 
built home to enjoy for years to come. 
QUECHEE $750,000

One of the grand old farms of it’s day. 
Built in 1850, sitting on over 5 1/2 acres. 
Numerous bedrooms, 3 full baths and 
almost 4600 sq/ft of finished space. The 
home is filled with lots of potential. The 
barns are currently producing income by 
renting storage space on a year round 
basis. Take a look at this wonderful 
home and see all that it has to offer. 
QUECHE NON-QLLA $600,000

Built in 2003 this wonderful home 
features beautiful wood work 
throughout, a 2 story field stone 
fireplace and lots of windows. Open 
spaces and flow. 4 bedrooms and 4.5 
baths including a master suite on the 
main level. Great room, family room, 
attached 2 car garage and a large 
deck overlooking a lush back yard. 
over 4000 sq/ft of finished space. 
QUECHEE $450,000

Located on desirable Royall Tyler Road 
this thoughtfully designed and custom 
built home is ready to welcome new 
owners. With over 4700 square feet of 
finished space, five bedrooms and four 
and a half baths, large living and dining, 
and family rooms, there is generous 
space for everyone.  The eat-in kitchen 
has cherry cabinets and granite surfaces.  
There is a screened in porch and large 
deck for outdoor relaxing and dining.  
This one is designed for comfort. A 
great home at a good value. This one 
wont last long. Extra lot available. 
QUECHEE $675,000 

Convenient location close to school 
and a short drive to the Village. This 
home has a private location tucked into 
the edge of the trees for privacy. There 
is a fireplace in the living room, sunny 
dining room and 2 bedrooms, 2 baths 
and work spaces spread out onto 3 
floors. The side porch is a good place for 
grilling while the back deck is a good 
place to get out of the sun when you 
want to. QUECHEE $ 179,000

Located along a private tree canopied drive, this 4 bedroom, 6 bath home is situated on 
four big view acres. On one side is the Quechee Ski Hill, and on the other the Highland 
Golf Course, and a lovely apple orchard. Magnificent 10 room Alpine Log Home has 
more than 8,000 square feet of living space with large ruggedly elegant rooms. There are 
4 fireplaces including 2 impressive soaring fieldstone fireplaces. 2 home offices, loads of 
storage space, a wine cellar, a sun room, and decks across the entire view sides of the house, 
with built in hot tub, all adding to the function and luxury you will enjoy. Long range 
views of the Quechee Valley. QUECHEE $2,500,000

The perfect “gentleman’s farm” in the 
perfect location on desirable High 
Pastures Road. Privately yet centrally 
located. This 4 bedroom 3-1/2 bath 
home sits on 11.2 acres with attached 
designer loft apartment/artist’s 
studio, a greenhouse/potting shed 
and barn/workshop. Net-meter solar 
system eliminates electric utility 
bills. Top-of-the-line appliances: 
Viesmann, Bosch, Wolf. Radiant 
heat and hardwood floors. Two 
ponds, stonewalls, organic gardens 
and wildflowers. Sun-drenched 
and tranquil. Too many features to 
mention. WOODSTOCK $895,000

What a charming, well cared for 
property, lots of exposed wood and the 
wonderful smell that goes with it. The 
living room has a large wood burning 
fireplace and cathedral ceiling. The 
kitchen is fun and cheery. All three 
bedrooms have their own baths and 
plenty of space. There is a wonderful 
screened in porch and a handy fenced in 
yard so go ahead and bring the dog. This 
sweet, cozy, home is a great buy, priced 
way below assessed and appraised value. 
Better hurry. QUECHEE $187,500

Close to the Quechee grade school and 
a walk to the village with 3 bedrooms 
and 2 baths, this is a cozy home with 
fireplace and about 1900 sq/ft of fin-
ished space. There is a nice lawn and 
garden space. Relaxing private deck for 
cook-outs. Priced below assessed and 
appraised value.  QUECHE $149,000

A sweet 3 bedroom cape with pine 
floors, located on a nice parcel in the 
center of Quechee Village. 1100 sq/
ft of finished space. An easy walk to 
the Library and the Village Green 
and Simon Pearce. Priced below the 
assessed value this is a great home at 
a great buy.  QUECHE $99,500

UNDER CONTRACT

Quintessential “ Vermont farm house.” Built in 2000, with 200+ acres. There are open 
meadows, ponds and a small orchard. The home features a chefs kitchen with a 10 burner 
stove, 4 door refrigeration, convection oven, walk in pantry and full baking area. The mas-
ter suite is very large and includes an office, fireplace, sitting area, custom walk in closet, 
marble steam shower and large bath. There are 2 guest rooms, a formal living room, glass 
lined dinning area, family room and a large wine cellar, and a total of 4 fireplaces along. 
Restored large, two story barn with plenty of room for horses and animals. This property 
is broker owned. QUECHEE/POMFRET $2,250,000

SOLD

REDUCED

 DON’T FORGET TO STOP BY OUR  
 QUECHEE MAIN STREET LOCATION

UNDER CONTRACT
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The Public House:  
An Open Invitation

Darby Laine

The Public 
House at 
Quechee 

Gorge opened in 
September 2015. 
The restaurant 
is well under a 
year old, but its 
sign has already 
become familiar 
on the rural 
stretch of Route 
4 across from the 
Quechee Gorge 
State Park. The 
sign is clean 
and modern but 
the name and 
chosen lettering 
has an old-
fashioned feel. 
A “public house 
is traditionally a 
bar with lodging 
rooms on the 
upper floor. Part 
owner Andrew 
Schain said that 
the restaurant 
being in the 
vicinity of an 
unrelated hotel sealed the name choice. For a modern restaurant and bar, 
The Public House name effectively creates the feeling of an open invitation.

The restaurant my be new, but the building is familiar. The Public House 
occupies the property that was previously the Shepard’s Pie restaurant. Cur-
rent owners Andrew Schain and Scott Bacon knew they would have to com-
pletely remake the interior of the building if they were going to be satisfied 
with calling the restaurant their own. Given the varying skillsets of Schain 
and Bacon it turned out to be a challenge that helped seal their partnership 
in the venture. 

Originally from Thetford, Scott Bacon has a well-respected and established 
business reputation in the area as a painter, but he only ended up back home 
after working around the country in luxury hotels. As a kid, he spent time in 
Arizona working at his grandma’s diner in Tortilla Flats. Meanwhile, across 
the country, Schain was growing up in Miami helping out at his aunt’s and 
uncle’s deli, The Bagel emporium. 

Schain is well-known in the local restaurant scene, and he’s been in the 
restaurant business in a variety of roles from Miami to Boston. Since moving 
to Woodstock, he’s worked at the former Fire Stones Restaurant in Quechee, 
and then as general manager of Bentleys in Woodstock for eight years. Bacon 
and Schain met while Bacon was painting at Bentleys and became friends. 

A new venture is born
The idea to open a restaurant was crafted through an “on-and-off” con-

versation that lasted four years. “We wouldn’t talk for a few months and then 
one of us would call the other up and say ‘what about this or that property for 
sale?’” It was Schain that called Bacon about the old Shepard’s Pie property. 

Schain describes the re-design of the locally familiar building as a group 
effort. His mother, Susan, experienced in interior design helped bring to life the 
concepts that Bacon and Schain envisioned. Bacon says his carpentry skills were 
put to good use “fourteen hours a day for three months.” The team hopes that 
they’ve created something that feels new to locals, and inviting to everyone. 

Scott Bacon, left, and Andrew Schain
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The three months of teamwork created an interior that aptly reflects The 
Public House name: a modern minimalist approach applied to a more tradi-
tional pub setting. When entering, The Public House offers a warm and invit-
ing feeling that the name implies. Through the front door is a small, well-lit 
reception area with a desk, to the right a warmly lit dining area, to the left 
the bar and a more social dining room. The entirety of the dining area unfolds 
on either side of the bar and both are modestly cozy in size without being too 
small. The long and spacious bar is made of contrasting light and dark wood 
and is the centerpiece of the house. The dining room to the right of entry is 
filled with tables and chairs and is the smaller of the two. On the left side of 
the entryway the dining room has a row of tall-backed booths lining two of 
the walls with more tables and chairs filling up the floor space. 

A small alcove to the back of the dining room provides a semi-private table 
and window. Above the space are the letters PH lit up like an old marquee 
with big off-white bulbs: this and a few well-done photographs of local scenes 
are the only decor. Most nights the spot tucked in the wall serves as a din-
ing table that feels set apart from the rest, but on a few nights a week it also 
doubles as the perfect place to fit a local band. 

Schain explains the theory behind the menu saying “fresh and local” are 
the main tenets that the restaurant’s menu strives for. The ingredients cul-
minate in things like Montreal sliders with smoked brisket, lobster mac and 
cheese, or a red pepper salmon. One of the more obvious clues to the local 
ethos is the beer selection. The bar has a total of 11 keg lines running and the 
craft beer choices come from across the country, but there’s an emphasis on 
Vermont craft brews: some well-known and others that are more difficult to 
find. I’ve been told that come summer there will be four more keg lines and a 
completed outdoor seating area. 

Right now the live music selection is rotating but Schain is excited that 
one of his local favorites, Rick Reddington, is playing at the restaurant on 
occasion. If you’re not in the mood for live music or a trivia night, you can 
check out their monthly event calendars at publichousevt.com, and their Ins-
tagram at publichouse_vt for some great shots of the interior design and some 
of the dinner plates. 

It’s clear that Schain and Bacon are both excited and enjoying the chal-
lenge of owning and creating their own restaurant. While Schain is more cau-
tious in a positive way saying that things are “going well,” Bacon’s excitement 
readily comes to the surface and he answers the same question with “things are 
fantastic!” After talking to them both and combining this with my own expe-
rience as a customer at the restaurant, it’s obvious that the classy yet comfort-
able and inviting atmosphere of the Public House was very much hand-made 
by these two men. While I’m sure the restaurant business can be unpredict-
able, what is currently happening inside the Public House at Quechee Gorge 
is in fact, as Bacon put it, fantastic. n



Page 18 Winter/Spring 2016 The Quechee Times

or the Center) to create the Quechee 
Garden Club logo. Carol Heavisides, 
Quechee Garden Club member, 
suggested the use of the HACTC 
and helped to facilitate it. Her son, 
Doug Heavisides is the director of 
the HACTC. 

Heavisides grew up in Quechee 
and attended the old Quechee ele-
mentary School (where the upper 
Valley Waldorf School is now) 
and Hartford schools. During high 
school and college at St. Michaels in 
Burlington, VT, he worked for Ken 
Lallier in golf course maintenance 
at the Quechee Club. He married 
a Quechee girl—Kerry Fielding—
taught high school english for 16 
years at Hartford High and four years 
at the HACTC before becoming 
the director in 2012. He, Kerry and 
daughter Olivia (Scout) now live in 
White River Junction. Full disclo-
sure – “Dougie” also babysat for my 
kids when they were little (that was 
a while ago when we were in our first 
Quechee house in the 1980s).

I met with Heavisides about the 
HACTC programs, the students and 
the Garden Club project. The expe-
rience was remarkable—HACTC is 
an incredible place, Heavisides is a 
dedicated director and the kids are 

incredible. We 
in Quechee 
should know 
about this gem 
in the Hartford 
c o m m u n i t y . 
Here’s what I 
learned.

F i r s t ,  he 
invi ted  me 
into his office. 
There in front 
of his desk 
were baskets of 
snacks “for the 
kids.” “Believe 
it or not,” 
Heavisides says, 
“There are hun-
gry kids coming 
off the buses.” 
He purposely 
keeps the treats 
in his office 
because it gives 
him “face time” with the students. 
They could be out in the hall so he 
wouldn’t be bothered, but he checks 
with each student every day in some 
way. As we talk, kids come into his 
office to get snacks and say hello. 
Clearly, they are the priority here. 
He knows every one of them. As 

they go off for their day, he explains 
that the snack budget is supported 
through community donations, the 
White River Rotary and a grant from 
the Dorothy Byrne Foundation. 

As we toured the Center, he 
spoke with great pride about the 
programs, staff and students at 

HACTC. The Center offers 14 pro-
grams to 350 juniors and seniors 
from the communities of Hanover, 
Hartford (of which Quechee is a Vil-
lage), Lebanon, Mascoma, Thetford, 
Windsor and Woodstock. There 
are 16 sending “entities” including 
the seven high schools, alterna-
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tive schools, homeschoolers, etc. 
Students may choose from career 
pathways such as natural resources, 
cosmetology, culinary arts, business 
administration (they were are at 
Hypertherm the day I was there), 
automotive technology, computer 
applications, media arts and more. 
Also, a new STeM (Science, Tech-
nology, engineering and Math) 
program begins this year. Students 
earn credit to complete high school 
through their sending school or pro-
gram; the HACTC program takes up 
half of their day. 

Most programs offer the oppor-
tunity to earn industry-recognized 
credentials and are modeled as 
cooperative education programs—
meaning students are placed in local 
businesses to apply what they’re learn-
ing. “Relationships with businesses 
and direct business experience are 
very important.” each program has 
a professional advisory committee of 
local business professionals. Many of 
the programs provide dual enrollment 
credits—the students earn both high 
school and college credits. A number 
of Career and Technology Student 
Organizations (CTSO) are active at 
the Center including: Future Business 
Leaders of America, Future Farmers 
of America, SkillsuSA, and Health 

Occupations Students of America. 
These leadership organizations pro-
vided 13 students the opportunity to 
participate in national competitions 
in 2014. Community Service is also a 
big part of the culture and examples 
abound!

 “This is the way school should 
work. We provide a hands-on and 
engaging environment for learning,” 
Heavisides says. “We’re always fight-
ing the stereotype of vocational edu-
cation. What used to be the logging 
course is now natural resources, auto 
body is collision repair and account-
ing is business administration. The 
mix of theory, and practical and 
applied knowledge has expanded 
enormously in our technical world,” 
he says. And at HACTC, “the staff is 
“better than excellent.”

We visited each program, stop-
ping to talk with several of the six 
Quechee students participating in 
the program this year.

Adam Potter is a junior in the 
Design, Illustration and Media 
Arts program interested in robot-
ics, movement and animation. He 
is at the Center because he “wanted 
to develop his design and technical 
skills, be involved in interesting live 
jobs and have real experience.” He 
will be an intern at Advanced Ani-

mations in Bethel, VT, this year.
Rhianna Britt is a student in the 

Cosmetology program. We talked 
about her interest in cosmetology 
surrounded by kids practicing “updos” 
on each other. She loves the program 
and has decided to pursue a career in 
cosmetology after graduation. The 
program has really helped her to stay 
engaged in school.

George Spearing, a senior in busi-
ness administration, is chapter Trea-
surer of the Future Business Leaders 
of America. This year he says, “We 
will be focusing on community ser-
vice and leadership opportunities. 
Senior year is mostly about preparing 
for what the future will offer. each 
student goes to four different busi-
nesses to learn how they operate. 
I have gone to a theatre, electrical 
company, computer repair and an 
accounting firm. These placements 
help to solidify future career options 
by demonstrating how the business 
works and interacts with other people 
and companies.” He plans to attend 
college after graduation.

How the Quechee Garden 
Club is involved

And finally, back to the Quechee 
Garden Club. Doug arranged for a 
meeting with Lydia Pecor, a senior 
in the Design, Illustration and Media 

Arts program who designed the logo 
for the Garden Club. All the Design, 
Illustration and Media Arts’ students 
offered options to the Garden Club 
and hers was chosen. She “had a lot 
of fun doing the designs… I really 
enjoyed working with the ladies and 
interpreting what they wanted into 
a design that worked.” In addition 
to the logo, she also produced a bro-
chure, letterhead and envelopes for 
them. Next year, she will be at the 
Hallmark Institute of Photography in 
Turner’s Falls, MA. 

On the wall behind Heavisides’ 
desk is this quote, “Before I can live 
with other folks, I’ve got to live with 
myself. The one thing that doesn’t 
abide by majority rule is a person’s 
conscience,” from Atticus Finch in 
To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee. 
He explains that this book changed 
his life. His conviction to do the 
right thing is evident throughout 
the Center. Brightly-colored murals 
in the corridors done by a former 
student artist create a strong visual 
impression of their six-word mis-
sion: Respect, engage, learn, Work, 
Serve, Grow. 

The HACTC website is at http://
www.hactc.com/. Doug Heavisides 
welcomes visitors to the Center 
(802) 295-8630. i encourage it! n
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Kate Schaal

Just over a century ago ernest Shackleton’s legendary expedition to 
Antarctica brought forth astonishing vistas, character, and science—and, 
amazingly, much was captured on the fragile glass plates that photography 

then required of Frank Hurley. Endurance by Caroline Alexander is one of two 
titles for Vermont Reads 2016. Quechee library is once again delighted to be 
a part of this annual Vermont Humanities Council statewide reading program, 
having received 70 copies of Endurance and the matching book for younger 
readers, Shipwreck at the Bottom of the Sea, to loan and give during a series of 
programs here. 

Those programs will include a talk by Shipwreck author Jennifer Armstrong, a 
winter camping demonstration, talks and tips about winter photography, book and 
film discussions and more. Dates and details can be found at www.quecheelibrary.
org. The books make poignant and exhilarating reading for Vermonters in winter—
with our modern day clothing Mountaintop and gear, digital cameras and naviga-
tional devices, and, indeed, today’s concerns about climatic change. Books arrive 
in February. Pick up a copy and join in a multi-generational statewide exploration. 

Again this year, Quechee/Wilder Libraries will partner with Northern Stage. 
Actors and directors will hold a workshop at the Quechee Library on Tuesday, 
March 15 at 6:30 pm just prior to the opening of The Mountaintop at the brand 
new Barrette Center for the Arts in White River Jct. Join the discussion and, while 
supplies last, pick up a free ticket or two for the play running March 23 through 
April 9. Scripts are also available for borrowing. Northern Stage describes the play 
this way: A stormy night in Memphis, Tennessee, at the Lorraine Motel in 1968 brings 
us Martin Luther King, Jr., exhausted after having delivered one of his most memorable 
speeches. A surprise visit from a feisty maid brings unwelcome news that forces King 
to confront his legacy, his destiny, and his humanity. The Mountaintop received the 
2010 Olivier Award for Best Play.

Friday Folk is a new children’s program that begins February 12 at the library 
for kids 5 and older (the Wednesday story time of course continues). Oriented par-
ticularly to homeschooled children but open to any child free on a given Friday, the 
hour will include folk tales and related crafts and activities with a chance to learn 
about different cultures, animals, and science topics. Once a month Jo Brambles 
will be at Friday Folk to offer music and movement. The early educator will offer 
the first “Sing ’n Swing: Music for the littlest music makers” on Friday, February 
19, at 10am during school vacation. She incorporates interactive singing, rhythm 
and movement activities with some instrument exploration. 

This will take place downstairs at the library on the fantastic new flooring that 
was installed in January. Thanks to the “Play One for the Books” golf benefit last 
summer the room in the basement has been transformed. Rick Stamm oversaw the 
project and Jerry Homer has once again built some new bookshelves to help with 
the space’s reconfiguration to a much more open area. Book sale coordinators are 
working to re-organize the ongoing sale space as well as handle donations for the 
two seasonal full-scale book sales.

This type of fundraising and hands-on volunteer effort is, as always, essential to 
the library’s vitality. Gratitude cannot be overstated and that includes appreciation 
for the many donations received in response to the winter’s annual appeal. Many 
come with heartwarming messages, but none was more enduring than the Fallon 
family delivery of coins saved by the children. 

Ongoing groups meeting through the winter include the Needleworkers United 
every Tuesday evening at 6:30 pm New participants are always welcome to come 
and share, learn or simply enjoy conversation while working on a knitting or other 
needlework project. Harper Fallon and her mom Erika are organizing a “Kids Knit-
ting Club.” Its first meeting is Thursday, February 4 at 6 pm Watch the website 
for future dates. They are looking for adult helpers as well as new young knitters.

Lego Club resumes for a 10-week special (complete eight challenges for a prize!) 
at both Quechee (Fridays) and Wilder (Thursdays) Libraries the first week in 
March at 3 pm

The Sci Fi discussion group meets the last Monday of each month at 6 pm 
The February book, now available at the circulation desk, is the Ray Bradbury 
classic, Something Wicked This Way Comes. Hypnotic, dark power set at an Illi-
nois carnival during Halloween is a short description of a 1962 “masterpiece of 
gothic literature.” 

Traveling through time also for a few months, the Monday Mystery discussion 
group is delving into historical mysteries. Meeting the first Monday of each month 
at 4 pm, they will be reading mysteries of ancient Rome for February, mysteries of 
the 12th Century for March and of the 14th Century for April.

Quechee library
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Bill and Millie Eastwood, treasurer and circ desk volunteer at the Quechee Library, look with 
appreciation at the coins donated by young children in response to the annual appeal.

The library is sporting some big green plastic bins now as it has joined the 
Green Mountain Library Consortium/Vermont Department of Libraries pilot cou-
rier system involving 80 libraries in the state. As a net lender of collection items, 
the library has two weekly pick-ups and drop offs for interlibrary loans. 

In keeping with the popularity of museum passes for borrowing, a pass for 
Hildene has been added to the library’s collection. The Lincoln family property 
with 412 acres now includes, in addition to Robert and Mary’s beautiful home and 
gardens, the Rowland Agricultural Center and Goat Dairy, 12 miles of walking, ski-
ing and snowshoeing trails, a floating boardwalk through Battenkill wetlands, and 
a teaching greenhouse. Check out this pass for 48 hours or any of the other many 
passes we offer to state and regional parks, VINS, museums, and historic sites. n

Library hours are M,W,F, 10-6, T,Th, 2-7, and Saturday 9-2. Storytime is every 
Wednesday at 10 am. Check the website at www.quecheelibrary.org for holiday hours, 
snow closings, up to date program information and many electronic resources as well as 
the library catalog for reserves and renewals.

Quechee Library Events
Standing: Storytime at Quechee Library every Wednesday at 10am
Tues., Feb. 2, 6:30 pm: needleworkers unite at the Quechee library 
Tues., Feb. 9, 6:30 pm: needleworkers unite at the Quechee library 
Wed., Feb. 10, 3 pm: Valentine Workshop at the Quechee library for 

children ages 5-11 with cookies and cards to decorate. 
Fri., Feb. 12, 10 am: Friday Folk Time with tales and craft project for 

children ages 5 and above at Quechee library. 
Tues., Feb. 16, 6:30 pm: needleworkers unite at the Quechee library 
Wed.,Feb. 17, 10am: Story time at the Quechee Library
Fri., Feb. 19, 10am: Friday Folk Time for children ages 5 and above at 

the Quechee Library. Music and movement with Jo Brambles. 
Tues., Feb. 23, 6:30 pm: needleworkers unite at the Quechee library
Thurs., Feb. 25, 3 pm: Traditional Winter Camping demonstration at 

the Wilder Club & library in concurrence with VT Reads 2016 Shipwreck 
at the Bottom of the World by Jennifer Armstrong. Learn about surviving 
snowy conditions in days past. Program includes a short book discussion 
while enjoying cocoa. Copies of the book to borrow or keep are available 
at the circulation desk. See www.quecheelibrary.org for additional informa-
tion about this and other programs in the series.

Fri, Feb. 26, 10 am: Friday Folk Time with tales and craft project for 
children ages 5 and above at Quechee library. 

Mon.,Feb.29, 6 pm: Sci Fi book discussion group meets at Quechee 
Library. New participants welcome to discuss the classic Something Wicked 
This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury. More information at quecheelibrary.org

Tues., Mar. 1, 6:30 pm: needleworkers unite at the Quechee library 
Fri., March 4, 10 am: Friday Folk Time with tales and craft project for 

children ages 5 and above at Quechee library.
Fri., March 4, 3 pm: Lego Club at the Quechee Library for school age 

children.
Fri., March 4, 12:45 pm: Vermont Reads Shackleton 2016 at the Bugbee 

Senior Center. Marieke Sperry, Quechee Library, leads discussion of two 
books about ernest Shackleton. Seewww.quecheelibrary.org for more infor-
mation and to reserve copy.

Mon., March 7, 4 pm: Monday Mystery Book Discussion group meets at 
the Quechee Library. This month’s discussion focuses on Arianna Franklin, 
ellis Peters and Sharon Kay Penman and their mysteries set in the 12th 
Century. New participants welcome. More information at www.quecheeli-
brary.org.

Tues., Mar. 8, 6:30 pm: needleworkers unite at the Quechee library. 
Fri., March 11, 10 am: Friday Folk Time with tales and craft project for 

children ages 5 and above at Quechee library.
Fri., March 11, 3 pm: Lego Club at the Quechee Library for school age 

children.
Wed., March 15, 6:30 pm: discussion at Quechee library with north-

ern Stage actors and/or director about upcoming production of The Moun-
taintop. Free theater tickets for attendees as long as supply lasts.

Fri., March 18, 10 am: Friday Folk Time with tales and craft project for 
children ages 5 and above at Quechee library.

 Fri., March 18, 3 pm: Lego Club at the Quechee Library for school age 
children.

Thurs., March 24, 1 pm: Vermont Reads Shackleton 2016 program at the 
Quechee Library includes showing of excerpts from Shackleton film docu-
mentary and related crafts (with some expedition-worthy snacks). More 
information at www.quecheelibrary.org. Copies of Shipwreck at the Bottom 
of the Sea available for sharing. For school age children. .

Fri., March 25, 3 pm: lego Club at the Quechee library for school age 
children.

Fri., April 1, 3 pm: Lego Club at the Quechee Library for school age 
children.

Fri., April 8, 3 pm: Lego Club at the Quechee Library for school age 
children.

Fri., April 15, 3 pm: lego Club at the Quechee library for school age 
children.

Thurs., April 21, 3 pm: Lego Club at the Wilder Club and Library for 
school age children.
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Overcome with exhaustion, 
Kimberly simply wanted to go to rest 
and be done with me. “I will pay you 
whatever you ask,” she offered.

“Don’t interrupt me! I need a plan 
on how to steal it away.” I began to 
think long and hard. This is obvi-
ously a difficult process and always 
involves a comical pantomime of 
scratching, heavy sighing, staring at 
the ceiling, and humming to myself, 
much of it in unison.

Kim watched me struggle with my 
thoughts for a few minutes. It was a 
painful performance and she seri-
ously expected smoke to drift from 
my ears at any moment.

“I am not a mermaid,” she said 
frankly, hoping to spare me further 
torture. 

“Oh yeah? Well try this on for 
size, missy! This will enthrall you!” 
With that I let loose a great baritone 
of a sea chantey designed specifically 
to enthrall even the most reluctant 
mermaid.

Last Friday morn when we set sail,
We hadn’t sailed far from land,
Til we spied, till we spied a pretty 

fair maid
With a comb and a glass in her 

hand, her hand,

With a comb and a glass in her hand.
 The moon shines bright, the stars 

give light,
And my mother is looking for me;
She may look, she may look with a 

watery eye
She may look to the bottom of the 

sea, the sea
She may look to the bottom of the 

sea.
“Anything?” I asked hopefully, 

studying her reaction, “anything at 
all?”

“Nope. I am not a mermaid. And 
that was horrible,” she giggled.

“Well, I’ll be damned.” I thought 
harder still but soon my head began 
to hurt and I knew I needed a cup of 
tea. “Okay, my idea is this!” I bolted 
abruptly to my feet and ushered 
Kimberly gently to the door, look-
ing slyly all around. “Let’s all go and 
sleep on it. Then, in the morning, if 
you are not completely enthralled 
by me, I will set you and the others 
ashore as soon as possible. Now go 
to bed. And don’t go locking your 
door.” I winked at her. “An old rust 
bucket tanker ship like the Antares 
could sink at any moment and you 
wouldn’t want to be trapped for all 
eternity in your room now would 

Catching A Mermaid continued from page 11
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you? It’s a very bad way to go.”
Later that evening, as the ship 

rolled heavily in the sea I crept on 
hands and knees into the pitch‐black 
room of Kimberly. I listened as she 
breathed deeply, sleeping soundly 
and exhausted after her tiresome day. 
Good, I thought. I watched. The room 
was bathed in total darkness and she 
would never know that I was here. 
I abruptly snatched the red blanket 
from her slackened hands! AH HA! 
The treasure was mine!

Quickly I dashed out of the room, 
but not before bashing my ankle on 
an open drawer and battering my 
head against the door jam. I then 
bounded up two flights of stairs to my 
cabin, tripping only once and pain-
fully skinning both knees. Rushing to 
hide the blanket under my mattress, I 
was barely able to stuff it partly under 
when Kim burst breathlessly in pur-
suit into the room behind me.

“What? What? Are you crazy?” she 
asked.

“’About what?” I asked innocently 
as I pretended to be engrossed in the 
study of my fingernails.

“You just snuck into my room and 
stole my blanket!” she yelled.

“Did not!” I said.
“Did too! It’s right there!” she 

pointed. “And you’re bleeding.”
“Am not!” I yelled.
“Am too!” she yelled louder.
“Well, what of it? I’m the captain. 

I can do whatever I want on my ship 
and bleed wherever I care to.”

Her green eyes sparked danger-

ously. “Why did you take my blan-
ket?” she demanded, grabbing one of 
my ears and twisting it violently.

“Owwwww! It’s magical and you 
know it! And now that I have it you 
must grant me a wish.”

Kim threw up her hands in exas-
peration, “You are totally mad! This 
is insane!”

“No. I’m brilliant,” I argued, rub-
bing the pain away. “And don’t do that 
again. Lots of brilliant people are nuts. 
It’s amazing how often those two coin-
cide. Don’t you agree? And, besides 
that, I do believe that you are becom-
ing at least slightly enthralled with me. 
I can hear it in your voice. I happen 
to be very sensitive. Now, grant me a 
wish you sorceress, or I will never let 
you go!” I fixed her with a particularly 
evil scowl and remembered to throw in 
a good “Arghhhh …” for effect, some-
thing I had been practicing in the mir-
ror for some time now.

Kimberly laughed openly at me 
now, noticing a twinkle in my eyes 
that was not madness but love. “Well, 
what do you desire, oh great Cap-
tain,” she swooned playfully, going 
along with my comical charade.

“I have thought of it very care-
fully, oh bewitching mermaid, ever 
since you swam to my ship and I 
was enchanted by your incredible 
beauty. I am but a poor, poor sailor 
and unworthy of one such as you. So, 
for my wish, I wish for enough money 
to make you happy, so that you might 
come to love me someday.”

She studied my ruddy weather-

beaten face and knew of all the men 
she had ever met, Captain Ron dull 
would be the one capable of pirating 
her heart away. No matter how weird.

“I am already wealthy, Captain, 
and so you can never have enough 
money to impress me. I am already 
happy, and so you will have a very 
difficult job to do. But I will grant 
you your wish anyway, brave sailor.” 
With that Kim pulled a shiny quarter 
from her woolen slacks and pressed it 
into my outstretched hands. “When 
you get ashore you will call me. We 
will meet for a dinner, and you may 
tell me tall tales of the sea, and of 
you. Perhaps I might come to love 
you someday. Perhaps,” she teased, 
pulling at the short hairs of my scruffy 
beard.

I smiled broadly, showing a set of 

strong, bright, and even teeth. “Is this 
your blanket?” I asked, pulling it from 
under the mattress. “Goodness, how 
in the world did it get there?”

“Well, did she come to love him?” 
you, dear reader, might well ask.

“Aye. I believe that she did,” I 
would tell you as I think of my wife 
fondly. “I believe that they came to 
love each other.”

And so, may you have adventure 
and love. If you find them both, in 
one place with one person, then you 
are blessed by the stars above.

 Disclaimer: The only thing which 
could possibly be fictitious in this 
story is the fact that my wife, Kim-
berly, does not have long and natu-
rally curly hair. After that everything 
else must be true, or maybe close to it. 
Who really cares? n



Page 24 Winter/Spring 2016 The Quechee Times

good cause.” She has served on the 
CHaD Board in the past and is now 
a CHaD “community leader.” Her 
upper Valley service also includes 
active volunteer support of Women’s 
information Services (WiSe), dart-
mouth-Hitchcock Medical Center, 
DISMAS House and The Quechee 
elves. 

An Artist at Heart
And then there is the artistic and cre-

ative side of Luti. She tells me that “cre-
ativity runs in the family. “My mother 
made most of our clothes, did beauti-
ful embroidery and taught me to sew.” 
When in college, Luti especially enjoyed 
her elective art classes—even more than 
those exciting math and physics ones! 
She is now an accomplished quilter 
(perhaps you have seen her work at the 

Billings Farm Quilt Show where she has 
won awards). She has branched out into 
making jewelry and a line of stylish jack-
ets of specially imported rayon batik. She 
and several other women have formed 
the Crafty ladies of the upper Val-
ley (CluV). CluV organizes and also 
shows their wares at the annual Quechee 
Artisan Fair.

So what is Luti doing in Quechee 
now? She is “enjoying all it has to offer 

with my family and friends. She enjoys 
many of the amenities, but says that, 
“At the top of my list are the people. 
The people here are involved, ener-
getic, engaging and diverse. They are 
also very caring and generous. And it 
is such a beautiful place. When view-
ing the richness of color that blankets 
our hillsides in the fall, Brian who 
was three at the time remarked, ‘God 
is a really good painter.’ How true.” n

Call (802) 773-7833

Complete Liquid 
Fertilization Program 

Including Weed-Insect Control
Liming - Core Aeration

ORGANIC Fertilizer Program

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE
 

For a
Beautiful
  Lawn...

A Place to 
Relax.

Community Member Extraordinaire: Sharin 
Luti– continued from page10
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SHOP LOCAL – DOWNTOWN WHITE RIVER JCT.

FLETCHER CREATIONS
63 Gates St., White River, Jct., VT 

www.fletchercreations.org
802-698-3865

 tues-fri 10-4 sat 10-3

Ken Kramberg: Dedicated to Students in the 
Classroom and on the Quechee Ski Hill

Toby Niles

Between the months of May and September, 
the Queche Base Lodge is a hive of activity. 
Golfers come and go picking up goodies and 

refreshments for the Highlands back nine. In the 
front hallway they walk past a shuttered opening on 
top of a high desk and if they’ve enjoyed a Vermont 
winter they wouldn’t know that the opening is 
heart and soul of Quechee Club as soon as the snow 
falls. Of course, I’m talking about the ski school 
and once again, returning for the 33rd straight year, 
Ken Kramberg will be at the helm.

Kramberg’s story is not that of a typical Vermont 
ski school dynasty and in a way that makes it more 
special. When I asked him where he grew up skiing 
he replied, “I didn’t, I grew up in New York City in 
a part of Queens, surfing.” It wasn’t until junior high 
school that he had his first skiing experience. As 
part of a Boy Scout troop, Kramberg headed north 
of the city to a small ski area called Ski Minne. 
Throughout high school he made frequent trips with 
his Boy Scout troop as well as with family friends. 
These trips fostered a love for the great outdoors 
that has continued his entire life. At 13 he became 
involved with the Appalachian Mountain Club 
Climbing Group where he developed into an expe-
rienced hiker, rock climber and even ice climber. 
But the great outdoors was not his only calling.

Kramberg is a man of uncommon passion and 
dedication. After graduating from Brooklyn Col-
lege with a major in both film studies and special 
education, in 1977 he was hired as a special educa-
tor at Hartford High School. He started his 30-year 
career working with children with cognitive dis-
abilities. eventually he specialized in helping chil-
dren with emotional and behavioral disorders have a 
happy, healthy and successful academic experience. 
Kramberg started as a special educator and ulti-
mately became a coordinator and then director of 
the Regional Special education Collaborative. He 
designed and created the Wilder School, an alter-
native school in the Hartford school district, and 
also the Hartford Autism Regional Program, which 
helps kids on the autism spectrum. His job at Hart-

ford High School was what also brought him to the 
Quechee Club.

In 1978, Carol Wheeler, then co-director of the 
Quechee Ski School with her husband, was working 
as a counselor at Hartford. She asked Kramberg if he 
would come on board as a Nordic ski instructor and 
for two years he did just that. During his down time 
at the club (in between lessons) Wheeler taught 
him how to teach alpine ski lessons. With a lifetime 
of experience in outdoor recreation, he was a fast 
learner and in his third year he became an alpine 
as well as Nordic instructor. When the Wheelers 
decided to leave the ski school in 1983, they picked 
Kramberg to be their successor.

Today Kramberg is certified by the Professional 
Ski Instructors of America. As head of the ski school 
he works with thirty-five instructors that teach les-
sons in Nordic skiing, alpine skiing, telemarking and 
snowboarding. There are morning and afternoon 
group lessons for children ages 4 to 7 and also 8 to 
12, as well as daily adult group lessons. For the most 
enthusiastic skiers there are also both private and 
semi-private lessons. 

Kramberg has also worked for the past few years 
as a statewide education consultant with a contract 
with the university of Vermont where he com-
pleted his Master’s degree and has been an adjunct 
faculty member for several years. n
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1. What is your favorite thing 
about living in Quechee? 

Ayela: The snow because I love 
skiing.

Daisy: Skiing
Liam: Winter because I like to  

go skiing
Orion: Swimming at Lake Pinneo.

2. What do you like best about the 
Ottauquechee School? 

Ayela: The really nice teachers, 
the garden club, and the outdoor 
kindergarten.

Daisy: The staff.
liam: it’s fun. everyone is really 

nice.
Orion: My teacher Mrs. Fosdick.

3. What is your favorite thing 
to do as a family in the Upper 
Valley? 

Ayela: Go skiing at the Quechee 
Ski Hill.

Daisy: Swimming at Lake Pinneo.
Liam: Go to Lake Pinneo.
Orion: Going for a hike.

here’s what i thiNk…

www.Farwell.com  MailForDirectors@farwell.com  802-429-2244

Located on a beautiful, private, 100-acre setting on Halls Lake
in Newbury, VT. Just a 40 minute drive from the Upper Valley.

A traditional camp for the modern family. 
Elective activity program with a girls’ empowerment focus.

Our diverse community welcomes girls from all walks of life.
Flexible session dates available!

Now accepting applications for all 2016 Summer Sessions!

4. Which do you prefer, summer 
or winter, and why? 

Ayela: The snow because I  
love skiing. 

Daisy: Summer because we always 
go on fun family adventures.

Liam: I like summer because I am 
from Florida and like the warm 
weather.

Orion: I like summer best 
because I can ride my bike all 
the time.

5. What is a movie your family 
likes to watch together? 

Ayela: Ferngully
Daisy: Star Wars!!
Liam: Arthur’s Christmas
Orion: Star Wars!!

6. What’s the best family  
vacation you’ve ever taken? 

Ayela: Go to Florida to see my 
Gigi. We went to the beach and 
collected seashells.

Daisy: When we went to visit 
family in Indiana.

Liam: I went to Mississippi to  
see my uncle and cousins on  
my birthday. We had a lot of  
fun together

Orion: Going to Cape Cod every 
year so I can ride the waves on 
my boogie board and collect sea 
creatures.

7. If you could add one thing to  
the Quechee community, what 
would it be? 

Ayela: We need more snow!
Daisy: A waterpark!
Liam: We need more restaurants.
Orion: A waterpark!

8. What is one thing you are really 
good at? 

Ayela: I’m really good at  
skiing fast

Daisy: I’m good at singing  
and dancing.

Liam: Doing little jumps and tricks 
while I am skiing.

Orion: I’m really good at my  
ripstick.

9. What is one of your favorite 
gifts someone in your family has 
given you? 

Ayela: My little stuffed snowy 
owl, because it’s wintery and 
snowy.

Daisy: My favorite gift was our 
puppy.

Liam: My baritone horn that my 
parents gave me

Orion: everything!

10. What is one of your New 
Year’s resolutions? Do you think 
you will keep it?

Ayela: I want to learn to  
snowboard. I think I will do it!

Orion and Daisy: We don’t have 
a new Year’s Resolution, but 
are looking forward to the 
newest addition to their family 
due later this winter!

Liam: I’m going to try to be 
more patient. I think I will 
keep it. n

Ayela ~ Age 6 Daisy ~ Age 10 Liam ~ Age 11 Orion ~ Age 10
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Ruth Sylvester

It’s the people that make her 
job a pleasure, says Hillary 
Sundell, membership services 

representative at the Quechee Club. 
She fits in well, because like many 
QLLA members, she has opted for the 
outdoorsy life in a strong community.

Sundell’s early life was far from 
Vermont: though born in the u.S., 
she spent her first six and a half 
years in Iran, where her father, who 
worked for the u.S. Census Bureau, 
was helping develop government sys-
tems after the overthrow of national 
leader Mohammed Mossadegh. She 
was too young then to recall much of 
her life in Iran. The family returned 
to live in Alexandria, VA, where she 
spent her school years, heading off to 
university of Colorado Boulder.

In 1976, wanderlust set in. “I left 
Alexandria with hopes of seeing the 
country,” Sundell says. With her 
experience in food service she found 
it easy to drive for a while and then 
settle in a congenial spot to work for 
three or four months to replenish 
her funds. “I lived a while in Loui-
siana, outside Shreveport. It was an 
eye-opener living in the south,” she 
recalls. She had visited New Orleans 
first (of course!) and gone pub-hop-
ping on Bourbon Street there, land-
ing a bartending job that night. The 
next morning she saw a headline 
that New Orleans was the murder 
capital of the country and decided 
to move on. “I developed a rule that 
I wouldn’t work in a place without 

windows,” she says. “Just because—
well, every place should have win-
dows to be safer."

Sundell’s most important stop was 
in back in Boulder, CO, where she 
met her husband, Robert, who had 
just returned from two years with the 
Peace Corps in West Africa. “When 
I saw him, I thought ‘You know, 
I’m going to marry that man!’” she 
laughs. Robert eventually allowed 
himself to be caught, and in the fall 
of 1987 the couple moved to the 
upper Valley, where he had landed 
a job at Quechee Lakes. Sundell had 
inherited her grandmother’s house in 
Plainfield, NH, so the move was dou-
bly appropriate. Coming from Colo-
rado, Robert was not impressed with 
Vermont’s mountains, but as they 

flew in over glowing foliage the color 
and the number of ponds impressed 
him. He had figured the whole east 
Coast was paved. Now kayaking and 
biking are some of the activities the 
couple enjoys. They also take advan-
tage of country life by owning big 
dogs. Their current puppy is a Bernese 
Mountain dog, who weighs 80 pounds 
at nine months. “We think he’s pretty 
much full grown,” says Sundell with a 
hopeful laugh. Their previous dog was 
a St. Bernard, and they have also had 
a St. Bernewf.

Sundell also enjoys gardening, and 
she accepts with pleasure the respon-
sibility of the ancestral flowerbeds 
she’s inherited; she enjoys continuing 
this cycle for her family. “My grand-
mother was born around 1895, and 
she moved to New Hampshire maybe 
1930…. She planted daffodils. and 
also the lilacs, and they’re still there.”

Sundells time in 
Membership Services 

Robert began his job at the 
Quechee ski area, and after working 
at the Quechee Ski School, Sundell 
was hired in Member Services. “The 
Clubhouse was completely different 
back then,” she notes, gesturing to 
show the former site of the office. 
Improvements, refurbishing, and 
new construction have been—and 
continue to be—carefully planned 
and supervised by the Quechee Lakes 
Landowners Association (QLLA) 
board and membership. Technol-
ogy improvements are major items, 
and the enormous changes that 

have occurred in the last decades 
are entertaining to look back on: she 
laughs when she recalls the Apple II 
that was the machine she first used 
here. “I put out the club newsletter 
with a Mac Se, and before that there 
was cut and paste—all those little 
bits of clip art held on with tape!”

Sundell became the director of 
Member Services and held that posi-
tion for three years, but in 1995 she 
found she was missing too much of 
her two-year-old’s childhood, so she 
reduced her hours, producing the 
newsletter from home. She quit com-
pletely for a while, with two small 
children at home, but eventually suc-
cumbed to the appeals of the direc-
tor at the time, Lynn McQuade, and 
returned.

Her two children are now grown 
adults. Her son has recently mar-
ried and moved to Boise, ID, and 
her daughter graduated from college 
with a degree in journalism and has a 
job with Americorps in Sacramento, 
CA. While Robert has retired from 
his position as general manager at 
the Fireside Inn and Suites, Sundell 
is not eager to abandon her work at 
QLLA. “I like working closely with 
the different boards and trustees,” she 
says. “There are such capable people 
here!” With her long history in the 
community, she has seen people rear-
ing their children, teaching them to 
ski and swim and enjoy the outdoors. 
She loves to see those former children 
bring their own children to Quechee 
continuing the circle. n

Customer Service at its Finest: Hillary Sundell

Quechee Lakes Rentals is the longest standing Vacation 
Rental Company in Quechee (Est. 1972). We are pleased 
to announce new team members and updated technology.

Dawn Colli and Herb Hart, both QLLA members, are 
excited to join forces with long-time employee, Karl Tessier. 
The new team shares over 65 years of vacation rental 
experience.

Visit our new website where you can view customized 
photos, descriptions and rates for individual homeowners. 
Theses features, not only maximize exposure for the owner, 
but offer efficiency and ease when renters are choosing a 
property at: www.quecheelakesrentals.com

The new website offers “vacationers” efficient access to Quechee Lakes Rentals extensive 
inventory. In addition, it allows our “rental team” an opportunity to screen each prospect before a 
booking. This insures the “personal” touch that owners and renters have come to expect.

Dawn, Herb and Karl look forward to carrying on the long tradition of excellence in customer 
service that Quechee Lakes Rentals has offered for over 40 years. Please call, Email or stop by 
The Farmhouse to say “hello”.

Quechee Lakes Rentals
1171 Murphy Road, #385

Quechee, VT  05059

802-295-1970



CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB – WWW.QUECHEELAKESREALESTATE.COM

SALES 888-654-9560 • 802-295-7525 / RENTALS: 800-745-0042 • 802-295-1970 / FAX 802-296-6852
E-MAIL: SALES@QUECHEELAKESVT.COM • ROUTE 4, QUECHEE, VT 05059

Quechee Lakes Real Estate Center
Specializing in Quechee Lakes Properties Since 1968
Quechee Lakes Real Estate Center
Specializing in Quechee Lakes Properties Since 1968

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB – WWW.QUECHEELAKESREALESTATE.COM
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Charlie Bacon
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Maureen Bacon
Sales

Carol Dewey-Davidson
Sales

Herb Hart
Sales & Rentals

Dawn Colli 
Rental

Karl Tessier
Rental

Terri Patterson

648 Morgan Road – For the discriminative buyer. An extraor-
dinary house that has been completely renovated with an 
in-door heated pool! A custom designed gourmet kitchen w/
large island, granite counter tops & stainless steel appliances. 
Beautiful Brazilian cherry flooring leads you into a spacious 
living room enhanced by 2 fireplaces, vaulted ceilings and a 
wet bar. The expansive windows on the south west portion of 
this room offer wonderful light & views into a lovely peaceful 
setting. Beautiful stone walls, landscaping and patio area. 
The lower level offers 2 additional fireplaces and a walk-out 
to the terrace. This house offers 4 bedrooms and 4.5 baths, 
all of which are completely remodeled w/limestone count-
ers, maple vanities & heated tile flooring. Words simply can-
not describe the detailed work in this property. Property 
includes a second lot. A must see, one of a kind! $699,000.

696 Deweys Mills Road - An exceptional Vermont Country 
Estate with a rich history dating back to circa 1860! Wonderful 
private setting surrounded  by stone walls, majestic trees & 
tranquility, h 7BR/4BA, 5 fireplaces, original hardwood floors, 
country kitchen & formal dining room. This residence allows 
for a family home, home occupation, Bed and Breakfast or 
other multiple options. Beautifull grounds & landscaping, short 
walk to Quechee Gorge, Dewey's Lake & the Quechee Polo 
Field. Furnishings are negotiable.  $845,000.

Kingswood – Ski On/Ski Off – Terrific 
Values!! Move in condition with outstand-
ing locations on our Ski Mtn. 2 BR, 3BR 
and 1.5 – 2.5 BA, fully furnished and priced 
to sell. $79,000 - $165,000

Deere Run 9A - Excellent end unit w/Air condi-
tioning, Jacuzzi and oversized wrap around deck.  
Move in condition & being offered fully furnished 
w/personal exceptions. terrific floor plan for fam-
ilies or multiple couples. 4BR/3BA & family room. 
Overlooking Lakeland golf course & Lake Pinneo.  
Private swimming pool & 2 tennis courts for own-
ers  to enjoy! $224,000.

Fairway Village 6D- Located in a most picturesque Village, 
this unit is furnished and priced to sell. Recently renovat-
ed with upgrades including Granite counter tops, stainless 
steel appliances, new paint throughout, hardwood floor-
ing and new carpet. Comes with a detached golf cart 
storage area and is move in ready. Steps away from the 
Golf course and cross country skiing & a short walk to 
Lake Pinneo and the Clubhouse. $115,000.

Newton Village 2B and 13B - Two of the finest townhous-
es currently being offered. Phase #1- #2B - immaculate 
2BR/2.5BA w/open main level, 2 fireplaces, wood floors 
& fully furnished @$169,000. Phase #2 - 13B - another 
must see, turnkey townhouse w/all the finest finishes. A 
4BR/3BA private end unit w/approx. 2500 sq. ft. offered 
mostly furnished. Views, pool and tennis on site $435,000.

Ridge 1B – Three bedroom, three bath condomini-
um in pristine condition and being sold fully fur-
nished with few exceptions. Outstanding views of 
Lake Pinneo, the Quechee Ski Hill, Highland and 
Lakeland golf courses and the  mountains beyond. 
Beautiful village with an on site in ground pool make 
this a special offering. Owner has outstanding vaca-
tion rental history on file.  $229,000.

295 Taft Family Road -This 3BR/2Bath home 
offesr an open floor plan with a beautiful fireplace 
in the living room. The master bedroom is on the 
main level and a spacious family room with office 
area & 2BR/lbath on the lower level. As you stand 
in the living room looking out the slider you see a 
lovely view of the Queche ski hill. $169,000

333 Baker Turn – South facing 4BR/2BA coun-
try/cape with vaulted ceilings and floor to ceil-
ing brick fireplace. Large loft area, large deck, 
and 2-car garage. Furniture is negotiable. 
INCLUDES SEPARATE, SUBDIVIDABLE, 
ADJACENT 1-ACRE LOT. $232,000.

469 Baker Turn – Wonderful corner lot contempo-
rary home w/southern exposure and mountain 
views. This 4BR/3.5BA home has substantial wrap 
around decks, stone fireplace, nice yard, window 
quilts throughout, hard wood flooring on main level, 
skylights, updated kitchen w/granite and ample 
space for guests. Great opportunity for the next fam-
ily as this is the original owner. $349,900.

66 Remember Baker Lane- Beautifully constructed contem-
porary priced substantially below assessed value. Main level 
consists of a delightful gourmet kitchen with granite count-
er tops, stainless steel appliances, cherry cabinets & cherry 
flooring. Off the kitchen is a lovely sun room with a gas 
stove. An open concept, 1st floor has the dining room 
leading into a cathedral living room, stone fireplace w/
cherry hardwood flooring throughout. Sliding doors off the 
dining room lead to an over sized deck for all your seasonal 
activities. Upstairs consists of 2 guest bedrooms, each with 
full bathrooms! Spacious loft area w/natural light allows for 
many uses. Lower, unfinished basement area allows for 
additional finished space if needed. Central A/C and forced 
hot air heat give you all the comforts of home. This is an 
exceptional value and in move-in condition. A quality home 
throughout. $429,000.

60 Deer Path Lane – MOTIVATED SELLER! This home is situat-
ed on a private lot with an outstanding yard for children to play, 
including many perennial gardens & stone walls. It offers good 
size with two living rooms, one w/fireplace, 3 BR/3BA and large 
back deck that is ideal for entertaining family & friends. The 
Master bedroom has a bonus room that can be used as an office 
or den. Recent improvements include new Security System, roof, 
interior/exterior paint & hardwood flooring! Priced @ $179,000.

702 Quechee Hartland Road – Beautiful  circa 1800 
Federal Home with rear ell. 4BR/3BA , large eat-in 
kitchen, butlers pantry, stone terrace & patio, multiple 
fireplaces,  with 4+/- acres. Several outbuildings for a 
variety of uses. Beautiful grounds surrounded on 3 sides by 
stunning and ancient stone walls. Multiple uses - primary 
residence, second home or a delightful Bed and Breakfast! 
A very special property that exudes character.  $689,000.

829 Baker Turn – Superb location near top of the ski moun-
tain & golf cart ride to the Quechee Club. Level lot with 
plenty of sunshine. Spacious home w/open floor plan,  
3BR/2BA, oversized decks & huge screened  porch. Two car 
garage with front to back bonus room w/full bath. Wonderful 
opportunity listed below assessed value. $249,900.

626 Wheelock Road - Walk or golf cart to the Quechee Club 
and enjoy all it has to offer. Or, walk to the Ski Hill and Base 
Lodge. A sweet house in a wonderful location with the Master 
BR on the main level with full bath. Just a few steps down to a 
family room with fireplace and 2nd bedroom and bath. 
Updated kitchen and baths. Move right in ! $179,900.

Fox Hollow 10B & 8C – Our premier townhouse village 
graces the perimeter of the Lakeland Golf Course w/
views of Lake Pinneo. Phase I - #10B offers 3BR/3.5BA, 
loft, vaulted ceilings, sauna, jacuzzi, 3,000 sq. ft. and a 
new roof - $320,000, furnished. Phase II -#8C offers the 
finest details w/4BR/3.5BA, hardwood floors, granite 
counters, stainless steel appliances, private courtyard & 
1 car garage. Quality throughout $435,000.

324 Hard Road - Wonderful, comfortable, cozy house 
with beautiful wide board pine floors on the main level 
along with the Master Bedroom w/ bath and guest 
room. Lower level has 2 bedrooms, 1 bath and large 
family room. Off the dining room is a screened in porch 
with a possible view of Dewey's Pond. $265,000.

Landmark 3B -Superb location overlooking the 3rd tee of 
Highland Golf Course. Townhouse offers 3BR/2.5 BA, large loft, 
oversized deck & attic storage space. Being offered fully fur-
nished w/personal exceptions. Electric golf cart included. Nice 
views of Ski Mtn. & 5 minute walk to Lake Pinneo, 10 minute 
walk to Quechee Club. Location, Location, Location! $187,500.

Greensway 3D - Original owner since 1979. Great end unit with 
total privacy, just out of sight of the 3rd green and 4th tee of 
Highland Golf Course. Master bedroom is on main level with 
private bath. Lower, walkout level has 2 large bedrooms with 
full bathroom including a step down Jacuzzi tup and walk-in 
sauna. Wrap around deck on main level. Eat in kitchen w/
stainless steel appliances. One of the finest villages for location, 
privacy, western exposure & proximity to all activities. 
$225,000.

Lakeland Village lD, 6D & 2B - The closest Village to the 
Quechee Club, adjacent to Highland and Lakeland Golf 
Courses & an easy walk to Lake Pinneo & all amenities. #lD 
and #6D are both end units with A/C, electric & gas heat 
and significantly updated. #2B has an additional bonus sun 
room. All three units have 3BR/2 full baths & being sold 
mostly furnished. Great values @ $189,000- $219,000.

SUMMARY OF ALL  
QUECHEE LAKES 

SALES - 2015
 2012  2013  2014  2015
House Closings  17  35  43  30
Condo Closings  22  23  33  32
Land Closings  3  3  2  3
Private Sales  1  1  1  3
Auction/Foreclosure  1  1  3  6

35 Austin Way – Priced well below assessed value, this home offers an 
abundance of space.  There are two large living rooms, a large den 
and an enclosed porch in addition to four bedrooms and 2.5 baths. 
Large open concept kitchen/dining area with hardwood flooring on 
the main and upper levels. Ideal as a vacation home for entertaining 
family and guests or as a primary residence. Priced @ $199,000.

120 Quechee West Hartford Road - A very rare offer-
ing in Quechee Lakes. A 1902 farmhouse w/barn 
and shed on 3+ acres of beautiful open meadow. nice 
porch on front and room for garden close to house. 
This 3BR/2BA house was renovated recently and 
ready to move into and enjoy.  $379,000.

475 Jay Hill – This 3 bedroom/2.5 bath contemporary is 
on a level, lightly wooded lot with nice southern expo-
sure. The living room has a cathedral ceiling, magnificent 
stone fireplace, wonderful open concept and a slider to a 
10 x 26 west facing deck. In addition there is a one-car 
attached garage with direct access. $169,900.


