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Justine M. Kohr

In August 1995, Debbie Marcus and her 
husband Chet Marcus, both Massachusetts 
natives, were taking their two children to 

camp in Rutland, Vermont when they passed 
through Quechee. 

“Wow, isn’t this beautiful?” the Marcus’s 
had said to each other as they took in the 
mountainous scenery and the stretches of golf 
courses—Chet is an avid golfer.

By November 1995, the Marcus’s decided 
to purchase a condo in Quechee. Since the 
two still own and run their business, Mar-
cus Financial Advisors, in Gloucester, Mas-
sachusetts, they have been splitting their 
time between Quechee and Gloucester for 19 
years. The Marcus’ son, Jonathan, will be tak-
ing over the family business so that the pair 
can retire to Vermont full time in a couple 
of years. 

When I meet with Marcus at her beauti-
ful home in Quechee—she and her husband 
still own their condo but now rent it out—she 
seems completely in her element. Her house 
is nestled in the valley with a magnificent 
view of the mountains, and she sits peacefully 
in her chair outside taking it all in. Marcus, a 
big Grateful Dead fan as she later tells me, is 
an experienced hiker and adventurer who has 
been on hundreds of hikes, so my first question 
for her is easy: How did she become so inter-
ested in hiking when she grew up by the ocean 
in Massachusetts?

Debbie Marcus: How She Found 
Her Place in Vermont

Ruth Sylvester

“If you want to find me on 
Wednesdays, you can come to the 
hospital [Dartmouth-Hitchcock 

Medical Center] between 11 a.m. and 
1 p.m. I’ll be there, playing piano,” 
says Quechee’s Bill Emerson. “When 
I retired I had two goals, to play golf 
and to play piano.” 

Emerson learned to play the piano 
by ear. His first venture into playing 
music was in college with a ukulele. 
He then began to experiment with 
the piano, and was a quick study. 
“There was always a piano inside of 
the frat houses. And when I was in 
the Navy, there were two pianos on 
the ship. One in the enlisted men’s 
quarters and one in the officers’, and 
I had a lot of free time while we were 
sailing to Korea and back.” 

The Music Man

John Ferney’s 
Term Ends as  

QLLA President 
Pam Vernon

John Ferney will miss the challenges of the past several years 
as president of the Quechee Lakes Landowner’s Association 
(QLLA) Board of Trustees. His term ended in July 2014 and 

for the first time in many years, Ferney does not hold a formal 
position in QLLA governance.

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 13



1996 Quechee Main Street, Quechee, VT 05059
phone: 802.295.1160     email: quechee@cbredpath.com
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Meet our Team of Professional Agents

Mary Paino
802.295.6703

Mike Paino
802.295.6709

Mary Bacon
802.296.6514

Lisa Baldwin
802.295.1380

Kasia Butterfield
802.296.6505

Dale Vernon
802.296.6502

Kristy Hosmer
802.295.1376

● Surprisingly large Contemporary home
● Family room just beg for gatherings!
● 4 bedroom, 2½ bath on 0.92 acre
● Quechee Lakes, VT for $269,900

● Wonderful Contemporary, mint condition
● Large master suite w. private bath
● 3 bedroom, 3 bath on 1.00 acre
● Quechee, VT for $379,000

● Stunning home w. quality finishes
● Gourmet kitchen, generous rooms
● 5 bedroom, 3½ bath on 11.49 acres
● Quechee, VT for $739,000

● Wonderfully designed & custom built
● Quality features found throughout
● 3 bedroom, 3½ bath on 2.35 acres
● Quechee Lakes, VT for $495,000

● 2 adjacent houses, fully renovated
● Zoned commercial/residential
● Total 6 BR, 5 BA, 3,000+ sq. ft.
● Quechee, VT for $397,777

● Thoughtfully planned, custom home
● Stylish comfort, charming setting
● 5 bedroom, 4½ bath on 1.00 acre
● Quechee Lakes, VT for $699,000

● Extremely private Mill Run Condo
● Comes furnished and w. washer & dryer
● 2 bedroom, 2½ bath
● Quechee Lakes, VT for $49,500

● Special home w. beautiful views to west
● Built by local, high quality builder
● 4 bedroom, 4½ bath on 2.59 acres 
● Quechee Lakes, VT for $699,000

● Fully furnished Kingswood Condo
● Spacious & ready to move in!
● 3 bedroom, 2½ bath, near ski hill
● Quechee Lakes, VT for $115,900

● Lovely level building lot on dead end
● Private yet conveniently located
● 0.95+/- acre next to green belt
● Quechee Lakes, VT for $50,100

● Delightful primary or secondary home
● Extra sleeping loft & lower level FR
● 3 bedroom, 3 bath on 0.96 acre
● Quechee Lakes, VT for $249,000

● Lovely, updated Saltbox townhouse
● Enjoy the sunny patio & great view
● 2 bedroom, 2½ bath 
● Quechee Lakes, VT for $120,000

● Quality built w. attention to detail
● Gourmet kitchen, open living area
● 4 bedroom, 3½ bath on 2.98 acres
● Hartford, VT for $699,000

● Perfect Vermont getaway home
● Room for everyone, fabulous views
● 4 bedroom, 3½ bath on 0.81 acre
● Quechee Lakes, VT for $585,500

Jen White
802.295.1160

● Sunshine & open living space
● Perfect retreat after a day at the Club
● 3 bedroom, 3 bath on 1.08 acres
● Quechee Lakes, VT for $200,000

● Surprisingly spacious Contemp. Cape
● Large family room, 3 season porch
● 3 bedroom, 2½ bath on 0.97 acre
● Quechee Lakes, VT for $275,000
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John Ferney – continued from page 1

Over the years, Ferney has been 
a member of the Nominating Com-
mittee, the Greens Committee, the 
Finance & Audit Committee and 
chairman of the Golf Committee. He 
was elected to the Board of Trustees in 
2008, served as treasurer for two years, 
and another two years as president. 
Ferney spoke with the Quechee Times 
about his experiences.

“We all come here for the set-
ting and facilities, but we stay for the 
people and the community. It has 
been a pleasure to serve the people of 
Quechee as a Trustee,” he said.

Ferney grew up in Walpole, MA, 
as the middle of five children. He 
was brought up with a strong sense of 
community and giving back is con-
sidered a family tradition. Both he 
and his wife, Gail, are true supporters 
of the Quechee community and the 
Upper Valley.

The Ferneys bought land and built 
their home in Quechee in 1988. They 
lived with their three sons in West-
ford, MA, at that time and spent a 
lot of time in New Hampshire on 
the weekends. When friends intro-
duced them to Quechee, they found 
the place that they wanted to be—
location, beauty, golf, skiing—it had 
everything that this active family was 
looking for! 

A graduate of Boston College 
with a BS and an MBA, Ferney 
began working at the Raytheon 
Company in 1966. He was with the 
Missile Systems Division for most of 
his career, and retired in 2001 as a 
vice president of Raytheon Aircraft 
in Wichita, Kansas.

Upon retirement, the Ferneys 
headed back East to become full-time 
Vermont residents. John immediately 
put his professional skills to work for 
QLLA, first serving on committees 
and then at the board level. He also 
joined the Board of Headrest, Inc.—a 
non-profit organization based in Leba-

non, NH, that provides addiction and 
crisis support services—and is cur-
rently the vice president.

Ferney said he has always loved 
numbers and approaches life from a 
financial perspective, making deci-
sions based on an analytical framework 
of value. He naturally incorporates 
multiple perspectives—community, 
organizational, personal, etc.—into 
this equation to successfully come up 
with a balance.

Challenges during his 
tenure as president

Two major external challenges 
included the recession and Tropical 
Storm Irene. The recession caused 
the real estate market in Quechee to 
nose-dive, services and amenities were 
underutilized, and people just weren’t 
here, he explained. The situation was 
exacerbated when Tropical Storm 
Irene’s devastation required active 
crisis management.

Thanks to hard work by all, QLLA 
was able to recover from Irene with 
no additional financial assessment to 
the members and with a solid plan 
in place for managing such risks in 
the future. 

Ferney believes that in some ways 
Irene was a hidden blessing in that 
it brought the community closer 

together. The challenges and successes 
actually, “increased the trust between 
club management, the board and the 
membership. Everyone shared in the 
recovery and the pride of making it 
through a major crisis,” he said.

Among the internal challenges, he 
mentioned the inactivity of the cur-
rent Quechee Lakes Development 
Company, the decline in golf revenues 
and the aging out of Quechee mem-
bers. Strong leadership and manage-
ment were critical during the storm 
and the recession, and still are.

When the club found itself with-
out a general manager (GM) in 2013, 
John took on the dual role of club 
president and interim general manager 
including overseeing the search for a 
new GM. Tim Lewis joined QLLA 
as GM and chief operating officer in 
September 2013. John says that hir-
ing Tim was one of the best things the 
board did in his six years. He thinks 
that QLLA now “has a very strong 
management team to bring it into the 
future successfully.” 

QLLA’s future
Some of the programs and ini-

tiatives that have already begun 
are key to QLLA’s future explained 
Ferney. They include better com-
munication, improved marketing, 

a strong capital plan and increasing 
the value of membership.

In the area of communication, 
quarterly member forums, Q-Notes 
and periodic email updates are in 
place. In addition, regular meetings of 
Quechee’s condominium associations’ 
presidents were initiated to discuss 
topics of common interest. 

In order to attract new members 
and get the QLLA name out, a mar-
keting coordinator was hired and the 
website updated. Ferney is excited 
about the implementation of the 
Certified Quechee Rental Program. 
This program aims to assist renters in 
finding a “quality” Quechee vacation. 
Potential buyers often first rent and a 
poor rental experience creates a poor 
perception of Quechee.

A strong capital plan reassures 
both current and new members 
that the infrastructure is main-
tained and enhanced.

With the exception of golf and ski-
ing, all amenities are now included in 
the base dues, encouraging the use of 
amenities and providing more value 
to those dues. This initiative, along 
with improved food & beverage ser-
vice and several golf initiatives, has 
resulted in a more lively and actively 
used club already.

He doesn’t offer any particular 
advice to the incoming president – 
just the vision that Quechee Lakes 
should not continue to be the best-
kept secret in Vermont. “There will 
always be differing opinions and chal-
lenges in a club this diverse, but I’m 
confident that QLLA is in a strong 
position to meet them,” he said.

Ferney won’t have a problem fill-
ing his newfound free time. He serves 
on the board of Headrest, he loves to 
ski, and he and Gail have five grand-
children spread out across Connecti-
cut, New York and South Carolina to 
visit, and Quechee has two beautiful 
golf courses just calling his name. n

John and Gail
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THE STRONG HOUSE SPA

Green • Organic • Wellness

THE STRONG HOUSE SPA

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS

Therapeutic Massage, Facials, Aromatherapy, Therapeutic Body Treatments, Classes

8 AM-8 PM Monday-Friday, 9 AM-5 PM Saturday & Sunday
Male and Female Licensed Therapists ~ Gift Certificates Available

(802) 295.1718
www.stronghousespa.com

694 MAIN STREET, QUECHEE, VERMONT LAKE MOREY   •   QUECHEE   •   MT. ASCUTNEY

THE STRONG HOUSE SPA

QUECHEE, VERMONT

Green • Organic • Wellness

THE STRONG HOUSE SPA

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS

Therapeutic Massage, Facials, Aromatherapy, Therapeutic Body Treatments, Classes

8 AM-8 PM Monday-Friday, 9 AM-5 PM Saturday & Sunday
Male and Female Licensed Therapists ~ Gift Certificates Available

(802) 295.1718
www.stronghousespa.com

694 MAIN STREET, QUECHEE, VERMONT LAKE MOREY   •   QUECHEE   •   MT. ASCUTNEY

Don’t just see Quechee – Feel it!
Memorable Massage, Facials, Hair,

Nail & Body Care

Customer Service 7 Days a Week

(802) 295.1718    www.stronghousespa.com
Organic Skin Care by Jurlique 

Colorescience Mineral Make Up – Organic Hair Color 

Serving Our Community Since 1992

We specialize in a variety of services:
* Weekly Trash Removal * Residential and Commercial Recycling * Debris Removal *

* Spring and Fall Cleanouts * Light Trucking * Brush Removal *
* 64 or 96 Gallon Toters * Recycling Containers *

* Dump Trailers–for basement & garage cleanouts or construction debris *
FULLY INSURED AND PERMITTED HAULER

MWS
More Waste Solutions, LLC
Residential Trash Removal & Recycling

802-299-6295 Cell * 802-295-3368 Office
1138 Old Quechee Rd. White River Junction VT

A family owned and operated business with 10 years of experience and  
dedication serving customers throughout Vermont and New Hampshire.

is published quarterly by
VILLAGE GREEN PUBLISHING, LLC

Jennifer MacMillen • publisher@quecheetimes.com
 

www.quecheetimes.com 

The Quechee Times is an independently owned publication. © 2014. All rights reserved.
No part of this paper may be reproduced without express written permission from the publisher.

Graphic Design by Patti O’Donnell, Ragged Mountain Design in Grafton, NH

Printed by Stillwater Graphics in Williamstown, VT
on Rolland Opaque 30 with 30% post consumer fiber,  

manufactured using biogas energy, with soy inks. Please share or recycle.

Member: Hanover Chamber, Hartford Chamber, Woodstock Chamber

EDITOR – Anne Clemens
editor@quecheetimes.com

802-356-3453

ADVERTISING ASST. – Kelly Sims
advertise@quecheetimes.com

888-868-7192
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Craig Allsopp
Joan Baret
Alicia Baker

Anne Clemens
Anne Critchley Sapio
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Terry Russell 
Kate Schaal
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In the Summer 2014 edition of the Quechee Times, the Brooks’ Deck House 
Renovation article on Page 1 and continued on Page 11 incorrectly listed 
Art Garges as an architect for this renovation project. We erred in referring 

to Mr. Garges as an architect.  Mr. Garges is a draftsman, not an architect.

An endless supply of outdoor adventures are just one of the reasons people  
 decide to vacation and settle in Quechee. In this edition, Ron Dull 
    takes us on Quechee’s “Happy Trails,” pointing out the trails in Section 

5, as well as the ever-expanding Friends of the Ottauquechee Trails (F.O.O.T). 
And for those who want to explore outside of Quechee, avid hiker and trail 
guide Debbie Marcus shares some of her hiking adventures in Vermont and 
New Hampshire.

Another reason that draws people to Quechee is the generosity of the commu-
nity, from the garden club providing scholarships to local high school students to 
the community garden members growing and donating vegetables to the Haven, 
there’s a spirit of giving here. 

One of Quechee’s charitable organizations reached an impressive milestone 
this summer. On July 26, QLLA Charities’ Classic Golf Tournament and Gala 
raised $123,000 to support the Child Advocacy and Protection Program at the 
Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth-Hitchcock, bringing the total amount of dol-
lars raised over the past 30 years to $2 million dollars. Congratulations to the 
QLLA Charities board: Gail Ferney, Sharin Luti, Marty Whitney, Jason Whit-
ney, Diane Ames, Bill Dwyer. Also, the members of the CHaD Gala committee: 
Jen Smyth, Peggy Woods, Jo Allsopp, Jeanette Veverka, Reggie Hankin, Janet 
Thibeault, Jody Bartman, Joyce Bahniuk, Marge Gray, Martha Roiter, Linda 
Bradshaw and Karen Mazzarese.

 Take care,
 —Anne
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Alicia Baker

What an exciting summer it has been at The Quechee Club this 
year. Many of you had the pleasure of attending one or more of 
the first annual Quechee Summer Music Series events. These 

spectacular performances, produced and directed by Walt Cunningham, with 
The Dartmouth College Choir, featured Chicago-based musical sensations 
the ‘One Accords’ as well as performances by top chosen talents selected 
from Quechee’s Got Talent. This series was by far one of the largest musical 
events ever hosted at The Club, and was a smashing success. Support from our 
corporate sponsors as well as individual members, allowed The Club to make 
a substantial charitable donation to WISE of the Upper Valley. A locally run 
organization that provides research, education and support to families affected 
by sexual and domestic violence. The Club is currently forming a committee 
that will organize and develop plans for next year’s event and ensure its future 
growth and success.

Autumn is proving to be another wonderful season for Quechee. The crisp 
air and sound of crackling leaves are a welcome reprise from the hot summer 
days and a sign that two very long awaited events are drawing near; in Sep-

tember, The Club 
will host both 
the VTPGA Pro-
Amateur as well 
as UCONN’s Col-
legiate Challenge, 
hosted by Dart-
mouth College. 

UCONN is 
scheduled to finish 

off this seasons’ tour on our very own Quechee course. Coach Pezzino, of the 
UCONN Golf Team says “The Quechee Club Challenge is a new tournament 
for us, and any time you get to play golf in the fall in Vermont, it’s always a 
great experience.” The Club is eager to host this event and welcome both the 
UCONN players, as well as Dartmouth College participants. 

The Club encourages you to enjoy the sights, smells and sounds that come 
with turning of the leaves this fall. With Quechee offering such a wide variety 
of trails for hiking and biking, this is the best time of year to gear up and head 
outdoors. Our Recreation staff is ready to accommodate you with guided tours 
and outdoor activities for all ages. When you’re through with your adventures, 
come on back to home base and relax with seasonal spiced creations made 
especially for you by our culinary staff. In Davidson’s, where we will be hosting 
live music on the weekends, we can all cozy up in the clubhouse and enjoy good 
food and great friends! As always, we look forward to hosting you. n

Quechee club News

Great reasons to go to WOODSTOCK
V E R M O N T
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Joan Baret

Summer days are coming to a close and fall’s cool breezes bring a new palette of 
color to our beautiful village.
The Quechee Garden Club had a very full year of program meetings and 

day trips.
Programs presented this year included “The Art of Bonsai” and the Windsor 

Public Library’s “Seed Library Project.” The Garden Club has a number of work-
shops for members. Every year, Garden Club members gather to make wreaths 
that decorate signs and doors throughout Quechee.

The Garden Club’s annual meeting was held in June and was well attended. 
The club welcomed ten new 
members this year. 

During the summer months, 
the Garden Club sponsors visits 
to places of interest throughout 
Vermont and New England. 

We hope all gardeners con-
sider joining the Garden Club 
to enjoy trips, workshops and 
interesting lectures. Planned 
for the upcoming year are sev-
eral programs, including one 
that focuses on “Behind the 
scenes at St. Gaudens.” 

For more information, 
please contact the Garden 
Club at quecheegardenclub@
gmail.com. n Garden Club members at Elizabeth Park in Hartford, Ct.

Outgoing GC President Marge Gray, right, and incom-
ing President Jane Reagan at the annual luncheon.

The Garden Club’s Annual Plant Sale, held at the Village Green on Memorial Day Weekend.

Great reasons to go to WOODSTOCK
V E R M O N T

�e New Quechee VT Bridge
Charm and Pendant hand made by

NT Ferro Jewelers.
Available in 18k, 14k and silver.
Be the  rst and get yours today!

11 Central Street, Woodstock VT
802 457-1901  •  800.538-9641  •  www.FerroJewelers.com

Quechee GardeN club

Out Of This World Gifts
Beautiful Jewelry • Fine Crafts

Unusual Pocket Knives •Ingenious Presents

Monday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm

Sunday • 10:30 am – 5 pm

www.unicornvt.com
C E L E B R A T I N G  3 5  Y E A R S

15 Central Street
Woodstock, Vermont
(802) 457-2480
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Great reasons to go to WOODSTOCK
V E R M O N T

Debbie Marcus – continued page 1

“Well, for the Quechee commu-
nity, there’s golf and tennis, and the 
social life is well established around 
those things, but I don’t play golf 
and I don’t play tennis. And my kids 
are grown, so I really needed to find 
something to do that I could be as pas-
sionate about. And I have,” she says. 
“I think in another life I had to have 
grown up in the mountains.”

Ever since she was a child when her 
parents took her fishing, boating and 
clamming, she’s always loved being 
outdoors, so hiking was naturally 
alluring to her. Still new to the area, 
she decided to slowly ease into hiking 
by parking her car and going for hikes 
alone along the Appalachian Trail. In 
2002 and 2003, she joined the Green 
Mountain Club (GMC) and the 
Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) 
and really started to find her place and 
meet other hikers. 

“I met people in the GMC and 
found that there is a real social net-
work … of people who are a variety 
of ages. That kind of opened things 
up for me; to hike with other people 
and enjoy the experience with them. 
I wasn’t in the woods by myself any-
more,” she says.

Since then, Marcus has set numer-
ous goals and met them all. One of 
her greatest accomplishments was 
hiking all of New Hampshire’s 48 
peaks—mountains that are at least 
4,000 feet above sea level—which 
she completed in five years. Her next 
goal is to finish hiking all of New Eng-
land’s 67 mountains with peaks of at 
least 4,000 feet. 

“There are five in the state of Ver-
mont, and I’ll have completed those 
by the end of the summer,” she says. 
“The rest are in Maine. That’s next 
summer’s quest.”

Another goal that she set was to 
become credentialed as a trip leader. 
After hiking Mt. Adams in New 
Hampshire alone years ago and expe-
riencing some unplanned, dangerous 
weather conditions, she decided to 
seek out more training to be better pre-
pared. In 2010, she went through the 
proper steps to become credentialed as 
a trip leader for AMC NH and is now 
qualified to lead hiking groups on trips 
in three seasons: spring, summer and 
fall. She is also certified in solo and 
advanced wilderness first aid.

“We guide trip participants on 
some of the most rigorous terrain with 
some of the most amazing weather 
conditions you can have on the East 
Coast. It’s a lot of fun now that I’ve 

been doing it for a couple of years,” 
she says. 

In addition to leading hiking 
groups and going on her own orga-
nized backpacking trips—when I met 
with her, she was preparing to hike the 
Long Trail—Marcus also finds time to 
volunteer as a trip leader. She leads 
hiking trips for kids ranging from ages 
3 to 15 and their families, and also 
leads a beginner’s hike for women. 

“It’s just such a pleasure … just to 
see them soaking everything up about 
the experience,” she says.

Of the hundreds of hikes Mar-
cus has gone on, she has a hard time 
choosing a favorite. But she has always 
enjoyed ridge-walking along the Fran-
conia Ridge in New Hampshire or 
the gap between Mt. Ellen and Mt. 
Abraham in Vermont. And Camel’s 
Hump in Vermont is one of the best 
hikes you can go on in New England, 
she says. 

For Marcus, the physical activity 
is satisfying, but it’s the rush she feels 
when she reaches a mountain’s sum-
mit that is really gratifying for her. 

“I do love a view,” she says. 
“There’s this great feeling of accom-
plishment when you’ve struggled to 
climb and finally get to the top, and 
to just look out there, you think ‘This 
is worth it. This is worth the struggle 
and the temporary pain.’ It feels great 
to be up there.”

But one of the greatest joys Marcus 
has experienced through her hiking 
adventures has been able to share the 
exhilaration of a hike with others and 
be able to connect with friends and 
other people. She has developed sev-
eral close friendships locally as a result 
of her trips. She’s even a part of a hik-
ing partner’s upcoming wedding. 

“You find your group of people. 
That’s how I found out where I fit 
in here,” she says. “It’s not uncom-
mon for us to turn to each other [on a 
hike] and say ‘We’re just so lucky to be 
here.’ That’s the prevailing feeling,” 
she says. n
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Craig O. Allsopp 

It was raining when we touched 
down in Shannon, County Clare, 
Ireland after the overnight flight 

from Boston. A quick trip through 
customs and we were on our way to 
the rental car. 

“Just remember to go left at the 
roundabout,” said my wife Jo as I 
reprogrammed my brain for driving 
on the left side of the road for the 
30-minute trip to our first stop in 
Ennis, County Clare. 

Ennis, with its charming streets 
and busy shops, seemed like the per-
fect place to begin our seven-day Irish 
golfing adventure in early May. 

After breakfast and a short nap 
at the Old Ground Hotel (140 
Euro/$190 per night with breakfast), 
we drove over winding country roads 
to East Clare Golf Club for our first 
round. 

Joined by Quechee friends Chris 
Mendelsohn and Denette Pollock, 
we went searching for the pro shop to 
pay our greens fee (20 euro/$28 each) 
and play away. 

By the third hole we had rain gear 
on, off and on again as showers and 
winds swept the 6,700-yard parkland 
course. Finally we saw blue skies as we 
strolled up the 18th fairway. 

Dinner that night was at Knox’s, a 
local Ennis pub that rated four stars on 
TripAdvisor. We fought off jet lag and 
made plans for our next day at Doon-
beg, 25 miles up the coast. 

Doonbeg/Doonbeg Golf Club – 
Designed by Greg Norman, Doonbeg 
Golf Club opened in 2002 amid much 
fanfare. But even this luxury seaside 
resort could not weather the 2008 
financial crisis. 

Earlier this year, the property’s 
U.S. owners declared bankruptcy. 
The filing opened the way for Donald 
Trump to buy the 400-acre club and 
Lodge for 15 million euro or roughly 
$22 million. 

Out on the course, restoration was 
underway following a freak winter 
storm. The par three sixth hole was 
washed out to sea by the high winds 
and 30-foot waves that caused massive 
erosion and damaged several other 
holes along this coastal links. 

Accommodations at Doonbeg are 
five star with spacious rooms, king 
beds and radiant heat. Our pack-
age price, including golf, lodging 
and breakfast was 395 euro/$537 per 
couple. 

Doolin/Lahinch – Friday morn-
ing dawned sunny and windy, set-
ting the stage for our day at Lahinch 
Golf Club. Designed in 1892 by old 
Tom Morris, Lahinch (135 euro/$184 
each) it is among the Top 50 courses 
in the world. 

An experienced caddy at the ven-
erable links can be a good investment. 
Our caddy, Hughey, was especially 
helpful on quirky blind shots like the 
one over the massive Klondyke dune 
on the par five fourth hole. 

After golf we headed to Doolin for 
dinner at McGann’s, a classic Irish pub 
along the Aille River. Our innkeeper 
at the Blackberry Lodge (75 euro/$103 
per night with breakfast) suggested we 
arrive early. Dinner was fresh Caesar 
salad followed by tasty lamb shank. 
Locals packed the tables by nine for 
the music and the “craic” (fun). 

Continued on page 16

Vermont’s Oldest Independent Bookshop
Established 1935

OPEN

Monday to Saturday from 8:30-6:00

Sunday from 9:00-6:00

Susan Morgan • Owner

The small village bookshop with the big city selection.
Friendly, knowledgeable service.

We do what the big boys do...only better!

The Yankee Bookshop, est 1935
12 Central Street • Woodstock • Vermont 05091

802• 457•2411
www.yankeebookshop.com

See the            page on our new website at www.quecheetimes.comWOODSTOCK
V E R M O N T

Seven Days, Six Courses, Two Couples

Route 12N  •  Woodstock,   Vermont

May – October • 10:00A.M.–5:00 P.M.
November–February weekends and 

Christmas & Feb. vacation weeks, 10:00–4:00
802-457-2355 • www.billingsfarm.org

• Operating Dairy Farm •
• Vermont Farm Life Exhibits • 

• 1890 Farm House •
• Programs & Activities •

From left to right: Craig and Jo Allsopp, Chris 
Mendelsohn and Denette Pollock.
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Upper Valley Hostel –  
A Compassionate Respite

Ruth Sylvester

“Although I hardly know the date,” says the scrawled entry marked ‘April’ in the 
Upper Valley Hostel’s guestbook, “I fully appreciate the extent of generosity 

that has made my shelter here possible. Thank you from my heart, to all who help, 
donate and provide the compassionate refuge of the hostel.”

Tucked on the corner of South Street in Hanover, next to Howe Library, 
the Upper Valley Hostel offers overnight lodging and welcome to those visiting 
the area’s hospitals. Patients from far away undergoing treatments, and family 
members of patients, find a quiet bed at the hostel for $25 per night, a fraction 
of the cost of a nearby hotel room. “I attended an appointment at Dartmouth-
Hitchcock (D-H). I traveled from Albany, NY, and would not have been able 
to do so if this was not offered. I could not afford a $70 per night hotel fee,” 
notes a guest, striking a common refrain.

Sometimes guests come not for D-H’s specialized treatment but because they 
were ambushed by illness. Imagine leaving Alaska to tour the nation now that 
you’ve retired, and your spouse has a stroke in New Hampshire. Eight percent of 
last year’s guests live outside the major catchment area of Vermont, New Hamp-
shire, Maine, Massachusetts and New York. Two guests were from Australia.

“We never could have managed without it,” says a woman who commuted 
from Miami Beach over a period of two months to support her father in the 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) and then in rehab. “We took shifts as a family, being 
around, and we all used the Hostel. At first, we didn’t know how long he’d be 
in, we crammed all of us into one hotel room, and I ‘slept’ a week on a window 
seat in the ICU. When we found the Hostel, it was a godsend. Dad is in rehab 
now, and it’s a slow haul, but having family around was part of what made his 
recovery possible,” she said and added, “It’s very clean, cleaner than my house. 
If I hadn’t been going to the hospital I’d have considered it more like a resort.”

Executive Director Elizabeth Clarke has been in charge for over a year. 
House Manager Patrick Kearney has been on board for about five years doing, 
“everything the director doesn’t do—housekeeping, database, carpentry, elec-
trical work. But I don’t do flowers,” he laughs. There are two resident managers 
who alternate weeks supervising the evenings at the hostel in exchange for 
housing. One currently works at Dartmouth and the other at a local bank.

“What I like best about the hostel,” says Kearney, “is how it was founded, in 
the ’70s. Mary Hitchcock Memorial Hospital was growing, and people in the 
community realized the need. It was of no benefit to them—they lived in the 
Upper Valley—but they were concerned for those who came from far away.”

The hostel provides over 3,000 person-nights of hospitality each year. The 
number of people hosted varies; last year more people spent fewer nights than 
the previous year, when fewer guests made longer stays. The hostel sometimes 
needs to turn people away, especially when winter storms make travel hard 
for more people. Last year there were 78 people that they had to turn away. 
Six South Street Hotel has helped with overflow guests. Also, the Montshire 

leNd a haNd
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Museum, the Nugget Theater and the Hop film series provide vouchers for 
guests, though most spend their time at the hospital.

Many of the daily interactions with guests are handled by volunteers who 
work in shifts of several hours making phone reservations, greeting new and 
returning guests, and explaining house rules and town amenities. Most rooms 
have twin beds, and rooms are assigned based first on a guest’s abilities—people 
who can climb stairs have rooms on the second floor. The first floor is handi-
capped-accessible, though guests must be able to care for themselves or bring 
their own assistant. Guests are not assigned to share rooms until reservations 
require it. “I shared a room sometimes,” says a Florida guest. “My roommate was 
accommodating and respectful—everyone there is like that.”

There’s a simple kitchen in the back of the building where guests can prepare 
meals or eat a simple breakfast. “That’s the heart of the hostel, that kitchen 
table,” says Kearney, describing how guests share their experiences and wisdom 
with each other. Clarke says she gets goose bumps just hearing accounts of some 
of an evening’s conversations.

Robert Ellis discovered the Hostel by passing it often on his way to Howe 
Library. “I assumed it was for through-hikers,” he recalls, “but one day I stopped 
by and the director at the time explained [the difference]. One thing led to 
another…” He has volunteered there twice a month for four years now. “For me 
it’s a very rewarding experience because these people are going through a very 
difficult time in their lives, and if I can make it a little less stressful, that’s reward 
for me. The guestbook comments,” he adds, “are always very encouraging.”

In fact, “people wax euphoric about it,” says board and guest-house volunteer 
Doris Yates, a retired Dartmouth-Hitchcock nurse who lives in White River 
Junction. “It’s not just the rate. I think the rate initially brings people, but the 
experience brings them back. But it continues to amaze me how many people 
have not heard of us, in town and in the hospital, and also in the outreach 
places who could be sending guests.” Fixing this lack of awareness is one of the 
goals of board, which recently welcomed new members.

“People here become family,” says Clarke, “them to us and us to them. We’re 
here at the most vulnerable time. The one thing you don’t expect, if you’re a 
caregiver or family, is the neediness of the patient. Caregivers will go all out to 
provide what they can—including sleeping in the hospital to provide comfort. 
But you have to take care of yourself too. You can’t give from an empty cup.” n

The Hostel can always use more volunteers and donors. If interested, contact Elizabeth 
Clarke, 603-643-3277, elizabeth@uppervalleyhostel.org.

Specializing in all aspects of family eyecare:
v Comprehensive medical eye examinations
v Contact lens specialists
v Infant & children’s evaluations
v Pre- and post-laser surgery services
v Largest optical showroom in the area
v Eyeglass accessories
v Designer & sport sunglasses

Medicare and Major Medical Accepted
Evening Appointments Available

myeyecareforlife.com

Dr. Eugene J. Bernal
Dr. Sheila L. Hastie

Dr. Sandra K. Dufour
Dr. Andrew M. Jones

Dr. Johni L. Curts

802-295-4887
587 Hartford Avenue

White River Junction, Vermont

Let us enLighten you
on why now is the best time to consider 

solar for your home or business.

home Comfort Warehouse
54 Bridge Street • White River Junction VT

802-295-8778 • www.homecomfortwarehouse.com
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Community Affairs 
Committee News

Terry Russell

Following a very active and successful year with the spotlight on the Quechee 
Music Fest’s inaugural year, the Community Affairs Committee is looking 

forward to another exciting year of events by Walt Cunningham and his 
talented performers, with details to be announced at a later date. 

As our new major initiative, we are moving forward with plans for a Com-
munity Member Forum that promises to be very interesting and highly infor-
mative. We will be presenting a panel discussion with questions and answers 
on what we all will need to know and do in order to plan for the inevitable 
transitions and decisions of aging family members and friends. Entitled “Plan 
or Crisis: Handling Life’s Transitions as we Age,” the forum will be led by our 
moderator Dick Davis and will consist of three essential parts. The first will be 
health care and end-of-life planning with Cindy Bruzzese of the Vermont Eth-
ics Network, which presents information and resources on advance directives, 
health care decision making, and current topics related to health care ethics, 
end-of-life care, palliative care and pain management. Also taking part in the 
health care discussion will be Dick Brooks, a retired physician now living in 
Quechee. The second will be estate planning and trusts, with Bob Pomeroy, a 
retired Boston attorney now living in Quechee who has had a specialty in estate 
planning. The third will be financial planning and investment resources with 
Dave Duval, a Quechee resident and wealth management professional.

There will be handout materials as a guide for this important life planning 
activity. Because so many members of our community travel extensively, one 
important focus will be on preparation for multiple locations and travel prepa-
rations in case of emergencies.

Realizing that these topics would take substantial time to adequately cover, 
our plan is to hold an opening forum to give an overview and then determine 
by member attendance and interest what our plans should be for subsequent 
sessions. 

Kimberly LaBarge Accounting 
“Money—Keeping it Yours” 

Kimberly J. LaBarge 
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor 

35 Railroad Row, Suite 201
White River Jct, VT  05001
office: 802-698-0336
fax: 802-698-0337
Kim@LaBargeAccounting.com Free Initial Consultation
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After his retirement in 1986, he took lessons from two excellent jazz pianists. 
He learned to read music, after 40 years of playing by ear. He spends most morn-
ings practicing, which he enjoys. 

“The hospital gig is my pride and joy,” he says, “but it all started at the Pow-
erhouse Mall. In 1986, after I retired, my wife and I went on vacation. When 
we came back to Logan airport, someone had smashed the window of our car 
in the parking garage and stolen the radio. So I went to get it replaced at Car 
Sounds (now the Electronic Superstore in Lebanon), and they said it would take 
a couple of hours. So I went over to the Powerhouse Mall to wait, and there was 
this guy in a tuxedo playing the piano. I thought ‘I can do that!’ and I wrote a 
letter to Bayne Stevenson (the owner of the Powerhouse Mall). They gave me 
an audition, and I was in!”

In addition to volunteering at Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Bill also plays profes-
sional gigs at events and at places like the Canoe Club in Hanover, the Wood-
stock Inn, and Wheelock Terrace, to which he was headed after the hospital. 
He favors classic easy jazz—Gershwin, Cole Porter, the cream of the ’20s, ’30s 
and ’40s. He loves seeing new generations falling under the spell of these great 
tunes. He laughs, “It’s great when some kid says ‘Will you play “The Way You 
Look Tonight” at my wedding?’” n

The forum will be held on Thursday, September 4, from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 
at the Quechee Club.

The planning for the forum has been led by Community Affairs Committee 
members Pam Vernon and Pat Peabody. Dick Davis has been a great resource 
to the committee on the forum. Other members of the committee who have 
all been very helpful with our work are Ginia Allison, Richard Liscinsky, Bob 
O’Leary, and Ron Dull. n

The Music Man – continued from page 1
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Custom designed 
home with light 
and wide open 
layout. Rebuilt in 
2001 with an eye 
for detail. Living, 
d ining, and 
kitchen open to 
one another and 
to the deck and 
long range views. 
Well thought out 
home with large Master suite, guest and family spaces and extras like 
the screened in porch and hobby/exercise/game room. A rare home 
that offers privacy and convenience along with quality and space all set 
on a lot with great views. QUECHEE $699,000

A rare opportu-
nity to own a 
Main Street 
property just one 
door up from 
Simon Pearce. 
This home fea-
tures a won-
derful village 
location, 4 bed-
rooms, lots of 
parking space. A 
traditional and charming brick exterior set back just enough from the 
road. There is also a gorgeous carriage shed / barn with wonderful 
bead board detail and full of potential. In Quechee but not part of 
QLLA so no extra membership fees. QUECHEE$250,000

This property is 
a wonderful 
combination of a 
country cape 
home  wi th 
enough land and 
barns and out-
buildings to run 
a variety of home 
occupations. 3 
bedrooms and 2 
full baths. Lots 
of charm and character. Situated on just over 9 acres of beautiful 
Vermont land. Great location and visibility on route 4. Let your 
imagination and creativity run wild and come take a look at this 
terrific property QUECHEE not QLLA $595,000

C u s t o m 
designed 5 bed-
room 4.5 bath 
home. Lovely 
setting with 
pond. Fantastic 
layout, slate and 
hardwood floors, 
gas fireplace, 
built-ins, open 
chef ’s kitchen. 
Screened in 
porch, deck. Main floor master bedroom with porch and beautifully 
appointed master bath. Ensuite guest bedroom, plus 2 more bedrooms 
and a loft. Family room, bunk room, mudroom and bath w/steam 
shower. Offered furnished w/few exceptions QUECHEE $575,000

Brand new 3 
Bedroom, 3 bath 
home with open 
f loor  p l an . 
Wooded views 
on a private acre 
just up the road 
from the club-
house, golf and 
ski hill. Deck 
overlooking a 
babbling brook 
and expansive woods. Open, comfortable first floor with a vaulted 
ceiling, fireplace and open kitchen & dining area. Generous master 
suite with private bath. The lower level is designed for future expan-
sion. QUECHEE $525,000

Nestled on a hill 
totally land-
scaped with 
birch trees and 
rock walls with a 
view of South 
W o o d s t o c k 
Village. Very 
private, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths. 
New updated 
kitchen. Huge 
great room with fireplace greets you as you enter the front door. 2 
patios, each overlooking different views. Walk to general store and 
use surrounding walking trails. Down the street is the GMHA. 
Minutes to Woodstock Village. WOODSTOCK $395,000

Wonderful con-
t e m p o r a r y 
located close to 
the club house. 
Open floor plan, 
cathedral ceil-
ings and lots of 
natural light. 
Eat-in kitchen 
with granite 
counter tops & 
stainless steel 
appliances. Dining area, deck and enclosed heated porch. Master 
suite on main level with walk-in closet, large bath with dual sinks, 
separate shower and jet tub. 2 large guest rooms and a loft. Security 
system, central A/C and a generator. QUECHEE $495,000

Over 4000 sq/ft 
lots of room for 
f ami l y  and 
friends, many 
u p d a t e s 
including new 
master suite and 
new roof. Relax 
in front of the 
large fieldstone 
fireplace or on 
the screened-in 
sun porch. 4 bedrooms and 3.5 baths. Located on 10 acres just a short 
drive to the Clubhouse. Beautiful westerly views. Furnished with 
exceptions. A great buy. Huge reduction. QUECHEE $499,000

Extraordinar y 
c u s t o m - b u i l t 
home  wi th 
radiant heated 
ha rd  wood 
floors. Fabulous 
granite/stainless 
steel kitchen 
with sliders to 
deck with view. 5 
bedrooms and 5 
full baths. Living 
room with fireplace. Master suite with deck and master bath. 
Exercise room. 10 minutes to Killington and 5 to Woodstock. This 
is a builders home...so it has all the extras. Even has a deluxe home 
office. BRIDGEWATER $675,000

This lovely house 
is in immaculate 
condition. One 
floor living. Large 
master suite with 
walk in closet and 
spacious bath-
room. Full size 
basement and 
attached garage. 3 
bedrooms, 2.5 
baths. Open 
kitchen with breakfast nook and separate formal dinning room perfect 
for family dinners. Close to Town, yet private. Nicely landscaped with 
perennials, so low maintenance. Cozy sunroom has glass all around so 
you feel like you are outdoors. Come take a look. QUECHEE $379,000

Ideally located 
next door to 
the Vermont 
Law School in 
the heart of 
p i c t u r e s q u e 
down town S. 
R o y a l t o n . 
Walk to local 
s t o re s  and 
restaurants and 
the campus of 
the law school. Well cared for with many upgrades Open 
living/dinning area, a large kitchen, sunroom. 3 spacious bed-
rooms and a renovated bath. Wood floors through out and 
exposed beams. S. ROYALTON $269,000

Wonderful end 
unit with lots of 
updates. Kitchen 
w i t h  n e w 
counters, cabi-
nets and appli-
ances. Updated 
interior doors 
and s l iders . 
Fresh paint 
t h r o u g h o u t . 
New floors in 
kitchen and baths and throughout the main level. Large open living 
room with vaulted ceilings and cozy wood stove. Master bedroom 
with walk-in California closet and walkout slider. Owner is licensed 
real estate agent. CONDO $89,500

Charming, well 
m a i n t a i n e d 
home with lots 
of improve-
ments. Large 
kitchen, custom 
cabinetry and 
butcher block 
island. Dinning 
room, comfy 
living room, 
wood floors, and 
new windows throughout. Woodstock Soapstone stove for alterna-
tive heat, mudroom, 4 bedrooms and a full bath, plus play room has 
a built-in Murphy bed and a half bath. Large deck, screened porch, 
small brook and walking trails HARTFORD $278,000

Saltbox Village 
Quechee Lakes 
condo with a 
master bedroom 
on the main floor! 
Second bedroom/
bath and loft 
upstairs. Beautiful 
views from the 
living room, bed-
rooms and the 
back patio which 
looks over a grassy lawn. This very nicely maintained condo has wood 
floors on the first floor and a light and airy floor plan. There’s a pellet stove 
in the living room. A single car detached garage is included! Saltbox Village 
is a pleasant walk to the Library and Quechee Village. CONDO $115,000

A wonderful 
family vacation 
house or com-
fortable year 
round home. 
This house has 
been host to 
many good times 
and is ready for 
you to add your 
own memories. 4 
Bedrooms, 3 full 
baths, exposed beams, a nice wooded lot. With recent additions there 
is plenty of space to include friends and family. Great location with 
privacy and convenience. QUECHEE $259,500 

Grab your skis or 
golf clubs and 
come on up. 
This 3 bedroom 
plus loft condo is 
in Snow Village 
and is a real ski 
on, ski off loca-
tion. There are 3 
fireplace, living 
room, family 
room, and main 
floor master bedroom. Come take a look and get ready to enjoy life. 
CONDO $249,000.

This townhouse 
has spectacular 
views and is being 
sold partially fur-
nished. It enjoys 
the best location 
at the ridge with 
room for gardens 
and lawn furni-
ture. Choice of 
master bedroom 
on main level or 
one on lower level with deck and view. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths plus large loft. 
Kitchen has been updated and the property has always been impeccably 
maintained, never rented, 1 owner. A one of a kind condo that is likely to 
go quickly. CONDO $289,000

O v e r l o o k i n g 
Quechee Main 
Street, this regal 
brick federal 
built in 1795, 
retains it’s orig-
inal charm with 
updates and 
modern conve-
niences. 4 bed-
rooms, 3 baths, 4 
fireplaces and 
pine floors. There is an efficiency apartment on the top floor with a 
separate entrance. Also available but not included in this price, 
neighboring 3 bedroom guest/rental house and a commercial lot. 
QUECHEE $295,000

Well renovated 
and well kept. 
Wrap around 
deck, open floor 
plan. Master 
bedroom with 
private deck and 
bath. New roof, 
new kitchen and 
bath, cozy fire-
place, 3 bed-
rooms and 2.5 
baths plus a recently built detached garage. A lot of home and value 
for the money. Sellers offering to pay one time QLLA buy-in fee.  
QUECHEE $217,500

Nest led in 
beside a large 
meadow this 
country house 
feels protected 
a n d  c o z y. 
Inside, the 4 
bedroom home 
is immaculate, 
o p e n  a n d 
inviting. Well 
appointed and 
tastefully decorated. Wonderful location and much to offer. 
Quality built and well maintained. QUECHEE $795,000

UNDER

CONTRACT

Located along a private tree canopied drive, this 4 bedroom, 6 bath home is situated on one of the choicest mountain sites in Vermont. Four 
big view acres, on one side the Quechee Ski Hill, and on the other the Highland Golf Course, and a lovely apple orchard. Magnificent in 
design and scale this 10 room Alpine Log Home has more than 8,000 square feet of living space with large ruggedly elegant rooms. There 
are 4 fireplaces including 2 impressive soaring fieldstone fireplaces. 2 home offices, loads of storage space, a wine cellar, a sun room, and decks 
across the entire view sides of the house, with built in hot tub, all adding to the function and luxury you will enjoy. Long range views of the 
Quechee Valley. QUECHEE $2,950,000

For even 
more listings 

go to 
QuecheeHomes.com

Your chance to 
build the home 
of your dreams. 
Great views of 
the Quechee 
Valley. Amazing 
location nestled 
on a hill in 
Quechee close to 
town and the 
Upper Valley. 
Multiple lots 
available but moving fast. Call for more details. QUECHEE 
$349,000

A very beautiful, 
s p a c i o u s , 
secluded home 
with a panoramic 
mountain view. 
26.5 acres. Plush 
lawns around 
home. Gorgeous 
wood floors and a 
large private deck 
off the kitchen 
and dining room 
that looks out to beautiful green mountains. Two master suites. Guest 
loft with full bathroom. High quality throughout. Wood burning fire-
place in living room and a wet bar. 5 Stall renovated barn. This is the 
VT home YOU have been looking for! CORINTH $225,000

UNDER

CONTRACT

Custom designed 
and well built 
h om e  w i t h 
quality, conve-
nience, and view. 
The house is spa-
cious and well 
laid out. Ample 
large windows let 
the light and 
views in. Soaring 
fieldstone fire-
place in the cathedral ceilinged living room. Hard surfaces in the 
kitchen and baths, out door hot tub and indoor jet tub, family room 
with second fireplace and bar, central air, main floor master suite, 
radiant heat on main floor, large mud room. QUECHEE $800,000

UNDER

CONTRACT

ONE UNDER

CONTRACT
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Custom designed 
home with light 
and wide open 
layout. Rebuilt in 
2001 with an eye 
for detail. Living, 
d ining, and 
kitchen open to 
one another and 
to the deck and 
long range views. 
Well thought out 
home with large Master suite, guest and family spaces and extras like 
the screened in porch and hobby/exercise/game room. A rare home 
that offers privacy and convenience along with quality and space all set 
on a lot with great views. QUECHEE $699,000

A rare opportu-
nity to own a 
Main Street 
property just one 
door up from 
Simon Pearce. 
This home fea-
tures a won-
derful village 
location, 4 bed-
rooms, lots of 
parking space. A 
traditional and charming brick exterior set back just enough from the 
road. There is also a gorgeous carriage shed / barn with wonderful 
bead board detail and full of potential. In Quechee but not part of 
QLLA so no extra membership fees. QUECHEE$250,000

This property is 
a wonderful 
combination of a 
country cape 
home  wi th 
enough land and 
barns and out-
buildings to run 
a variety of home 
occupations. 3 
bedrooms and 2 
full baths. Lots 
of charm and character. Situated on just over 9 acres of beautiful 
Vermont land. Great location and visibility on route 4. Let your 
imagination and creativity run wild and come take a look at this 
terrific property QUECHEE not QLLA $595,000

C u s t o m 
designed 5 bed-
room 4.5 bath 
home. Lovely 
setting with 
pond. Fantastic 
layout, slate and 
hardwood floors, 
gas fireplace, 
built-ins, open 
chef ’s kitchen. 
Screened in 
porch, deck. Main floor master bedroom with porch and beautifully 
appointed master bath. Ensuite guest bedroom, plus 2 more bedrooms 
and a loft. Family room, bunk room, mudroom and bath w/steam 
shower. Offered furnished w/few exceptions QUECHEE $575,000

Brand new 3 
Bedroom, 3 bath 
home with open 
f loor  p l an . 
Wooded views 
on a private acre 
just up the road 
from the club-
house, golf and 
ski hill. Deck 
overlooking a 
babbling brook 
and expansive woods. Open, comfortable first floor with a vaulted 
ceiling, fireplace and open kitchen & dining area. Generous master 
suite with private bath. The lower level is designed for future expan-
sion. QUECHEE $525,000

Nestled on a hill 
totally land-
scaped with 
birch trees and 
rock walls with a 
view of South 
W o o d s t o c k 
Village. Very 
private, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths. 
New updated 
kitchen. Huge 
great room with fireplace greets you as you enter the front door. 2 
patios, each overlooking different views. Walk to general store and 
use surrounding walking trails. Down the street is the GMHA. 
Minutes to Woodstock Village. WOODSTOCK $395,000

Wonderful con-
t e m p o r a r y 
located close to 
the club house. 
Open floor plan, 
cathedral ceil-
ings and lots of 
natural light. 
Eat-in kitchen 
with granite 
counter tops & 
stainless steel 
appliances. Dining area, deck and enclosed heated porch. Master 
suite on main level with walk-in closet, large bath with dual sinks, 
separate shower and jet tub. 2 large guest rooms and a loft. Security 
system, central A/C and a generator. QUECHEE $495,000

Over 4000 sq/ft 
lots of room for 
f ami l y  and 
friends, many 
u p d a t e s 
including new 
master suite and 
new roof. Relax 
in front of the 
large fieldstone 
fireplace or on 
the screened-in 
sun porch. 4 bedrooms and 3.5 baths. Located on 10 acres just a short 
drive to the Clubhouse. Beautiful westerly views. Furnished with 
exceptions. A great buy. Huge reduction. QUECHEE $499,000

Extraordinar y 
c u s t o m - b u i l t 
home  wi th 
radiant heated 
ha rd  wood 
floors. Fabulous 
granite/stainless 
steel kitchen 
with sliders to 
deck with view. 5 
bedrooms and 5 
full baths. Living 
room with fireplace. Master suite with deck and master bath. 
Exercise room. 10 minutes to Killington and 5 to Woodstock. This 
is a builders home...so it has all the extras. Even has a deluxe home 
office. BRIDGEWATER $675,000

This lovely house 
is in immaculate 
condition. One 
floor living. Large 
master suite with 
walk in closet and 
spacious bath-
room. Full size 
basement and 
attached garage. 3 
bedrooms, 2.5 
baths. Open 
kitchen with breakfast nook and separate formal dinning room perfect 
for family dinners. Close to Town, yet private. Nicely landscaped with 
perennials, so low maintenance. Cozy sunroom has glass all around so 
you feel like you are outdoors. Come take a look. QUECHEE $379,000

Ideally located 
next door to 
the Vermont 
Law School in 
the heart of 
p i c t u r e s q u e 
down town S. 
R o y a l t o n . 
Walk to local 
s t o re s  and 
restaurants and 
the campus of 
the law school. Well cared for with many upgrades Open 
living/dinning area, a large kitchen, sunroom. 3 spacious bed-
rooms and a renovated bath. Wood floors through out and 
exposed beams. S. ROYALTON $269,000

Wonderful end 
unit with lots of 
updates. Kitchen 
w i t h  n e w 
counters, cabi-
nets and appli-
ances. Updated 
interior doors 
and s l iders . 
Fresh paint 
t h r o u g h o u t . 
New floors in 
kitchen and baths and throughout the main level. Large open living 
room with vaulted ceilings and cozy wood stove. Master bedroom 
with walk-in California closet and walkout slider. Owner is licensed 
real estate agent. CONDO $89,500

Charming, well 
m a i n t a i n e d 
home with lots 
of improve-
ments. Large 
kitchen, custom 
cabinetry and 
butcher block 
island. Dinning 
room, comfy 
living room, 
wood floors, and 
new windows throughout. Woodstock Soapstone stove for alterna-
tive heat, mudroom, 4 bedrooms and a full bath, plus play room has 
a built-in Murphy bed and a half bath. Large deck, screened porch, 
small brook and walking trails HARTFORD $278,000

Saltbox Village 
Quechee Lakes 
condo with a 
master bedroom 
on the main floor! 
Second bedroom/
bath and loft 
upstairs. Beautiful 
views from the 
living room, bed-
rooms and the 
back patio which 
looks over a grassy lawn. This very nicely maintained condo has wood 
floors on the first floor and a light and airy floor plan. There’s a pellet stove 
in the living room. A single car detached garage is included! Saltbox Village 
is a pleasant walk to the Library and Quechee Village. CONDO $115,000

A wonderful 
family vacation 
house or com-
fortable year 
round home. 
This house has 
been host to 
many good times 
and is ready for 
you to add your 
own memories. 4 
Bedrooms, 3 full 
baths, exposed beams, a nice wooded lot. With recent additions there 
is plenty of space to include friends and family. Great location with 
privacy and convenience. QUECHEE $259,500 

Grab your skis or 
golf clubs and 
come on up. 
This 3 bedroom 
plus loft condo is 
in Snow Village 
and is a real ski 
on, ski off loca-
tion. There are 3 
fireplace, living 
room, family 
room, and main 
floor master bedroom. Come take a look and get ready to enjoy life. 
CONDO $249,000.

This townhouse 
has spectacular 
views and is being 
sold partially fur-
nished. It enjoys 
the best location 
at the ridge with 
room for gardens 
and lawn furni-
ture. Choice of 
master bedroom 
on main level or 
one on lower level with deck and view. 3 bedrooms, 3 baths plus large loft. 
Kitchen has been updated and the property has always been impeccably 
maintained, never rented, 1 owner. A one of a kind condo that is likely to 
go quickly. CONDO $289,000

O v e r l o o k i n g 
Quechee Main 
Street, this regal 
brick federal 
built in 1795, 
retains it’s orig-
inal charm with 
updates and 
modern conve-
niences. 4 bed-
rooms, 3 baths, 4 
fireplaces and 
pine floors. There is an efficiency apartment on the top floor with a 
separate entrance. Also available but not included in this price, 
neighboring 3 bedroom guest/rental house and a commercial lot. 
QUECHEE $295,000

Well renovated 
and well kept. 
Wrap around 
deck, open floor 
plan. Master 
bedroom with 
private deck and 
bath. New roof, 
new kitchen and 
bath, cozy fire-
place, 3 bed-
rooms and 2.5 
baths plus a recently built detached garage. A lot of home and value 
for the money. Sellers offering to pay one time QLLA buy-in fee.  
QUECHEE $217,500

Nest led in 
beside a large 
meadow this 
country house 
feels protected 
a n d  c o z y. 
Inside, the 4 
bedroom home 
is immaculate, 
o p e n  a n d 
inviting. Well 
appointed and 
tastefully decorated. Wonderful location and much to offer. 
Quality built and well maintained. QUECHEE $795,000

UNDER

CONTRACT

Located along a private tree canopied drive, this 4 bedroom, 6 bath home is situated on one of the choicest mountain sites in Vermont. Four 
big view acres, on one side the Quechee Ski Hill, and on the other the Highland Golf Course, and a lovely apple orchard. Magnificent in 
design and scale this 10 room Alpine Log Home has more than 8,000 square feet of living space with large ruggedly elegant rooms. There 
are 4 fireplaces including 2 impressive soaring fieldstone fireplaces. 2 home offices, loads of storage space, a wine cellar, a sun room, and decks 
across the entire view sides of the house, with built in hot tub, all adding to the function and luxury you will enjoy. Long range views of the 
Quechee Valley. QUECHEE $2,950,000

For even 
more listings 

go to 
QuecheeHomes.com

Your chance to 
build the home 
of your dreams. 
Great views of 
the Quechee 
Valley. Amazing 
location nestled 
on a hill in 
Quechee close to 
town and the 
Upper Valley. 
Multiple lots 
available but moving fast. Call for more details. QUECHEE 
$349,000

A very beautiful, 
s p a c i o u s , 
secluded home 
with a panoramic 
mountain view. 
26.5 acres. Plush 
lawns around 
home. Gorgeous 
wood floors and a 
large private deck 
off the kitchen 
and dining room 
that looks out to beautiful green mountains. Two master suites. Guest 
loft with full bathroom. High quality throughout. Wood burning fire-
place in living room and a wet bar. 5 Stall renovated barn. This is the 
VT home YOU have been looking for! CORINTH $225,000

UNDER

CONTRACT

Custom designed 
and well built 
h om e  w i t h 
quality, conve-
nience, and view. 
The house is spa-
cious and well 
laid out. Ample 
large windows let 
the light and 
views in. Soaring 
fieldstone fire-
place in the cathedral ceilinged living room. Hard surfaces in the 
kitchen and baths, out door hot tub and indoor jet tub, family room 
with second fireplace and bar, central air, main floor master suite, 
radiant heat on main floor, large mud room. QUECHEE $800,000

UNDER

CONTRACT

ONE UNDER

CONTRACT
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Ballyconneely, Connemara – Saturday dawned gloomy. The forecast was for 
rain, wind and more rain during our 102-mile drive northwest. With the ever 
changing weather, Chris and I headed for the golf course (60 Euro/$81 each) 
while Jo and Denette opted for lunch and sightseeing in Clifden, about nine 
miles away. 

Connemara Championship Golf Links (60 euro/$81) is about stark beauty 
and stunning contrasts. Flat and rocky, the downwind opening holes seem easy. 
The illusion starts to fade by the fourth hole and evaporates at the eighth, a 449-
yard brute into the prevailing wind that Bubba Watson might not reach in two. 

The par 37 back nine of Connemara works inland through high dunes and 
exposed plateaus before turning toward the ocean and a back-to-back par five 
finish. With the wind gusting to 40 mph, 
we needed four good shots to reach the 
elevated green at the 475-yard 17th. 

Westport – This bustling town is the 
perfect place for a day off from golf. We 
spent two nights at the Boulevard Guest-
house (75 euro/$102 per night with break-
fast) and enjoyed the riverfront view. 

Our Sunday plans called for breakfast, 
followed by cycling on the Great Western 
Greenway, a 42-kilometer (25-mile) bike 
trail from the village of Achill back to 
Westport with coastal views of Clew Bay. 
We rented bikes (21 euro/$28 each) from 
the helpful staff at Clew Bay Adventures 
and dodged a few raindrops along the way. 

Westport offers a number of fine restaurants (I recommend trying Sage) and 
pubs on every corner, including Matt Moran’s, where U2’s Bono sits in with the 
locals from time to time. 

Belmullet/Carne – With our rest day over, we drove 53 miles from Westport 
to Belmullet on Monday morning to Carne Golf Links. The sky was blue and 
the sun was shining when we arrived on the first tee, a dogleg right that measures 
365 yards to an uphill green. 

Carne Golf Links (55 euro/$75 each) was the final project of Irish course 
designer Eddie Hackett. Many believe it to be his best work. Situated in the 
dunes overlooking Blacksod Bay, Carne is off the beaten path, but well worth 

Seven Days, Six Courses, Two Couples – continued page 9
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for repairs, aeration, 
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Landscape
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trees, shrubs and lawn 
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Winter Tree Work
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the journey north. 
“Carne is absolutely brilliant,” notes golf writer Tom Coyne. “Front nine, 

back nine, every hole, every hill, every inch of the place is simply special.” 
Enniscrone/Enniscrone Golf Club – After fish and chips at Fun Bobby’s Bis-

tro, we drove to the seaside town of Enniscrone with its horseshoe shaped beach 
and panoramic views. 

We arrived in time for tea at the Seasons Lodge Guest House (90 euro/$122 
per night with breakfast) owned by Dermot and Alanna O’Regan. A short walk 
along the beach led us to town where we snapped sunset photos of Killala Bay 
before dinner at Ait Eile, the restaurant downstairs from Gilroy’s Pub. 

Tuesday morning we woke to sunshine and headed to the course energized 
by Dermot’s full Irish breakfast. Originally a nine-hole layout, Enniscrone (50 
euro/$68 each) is a stunning seaside links that snakes up, down and through mas-
sive dunes. Putting rather than chipping is often the best play around the greens. 

Homeward – From Enniscrone we drove south, savoring the countryside 
down to Galway. From there it was back to Ennis and the Old Ground Hotel 
for our final night. We dined on fish and chips at the Poet’s Bar and settled our 
bets with a final Guinness, a fitting end to a golfer’s dream journey. 

If you go – Travel mid-week if possible. Fly AerLingus from New York or 
Boston. Book tee times online and make sure to inquire about cancellation 
policies. 

Rental Cars – Rent a car large enough for your clubs and luggage. Make sure 
to ask for an automatic transmission and take a GPS with Ireland maps. Driving 
on the left side of the twisting roads is challenging enough. Park the car at night 
and walk to dinner. 

Rental Car Insurance – Check with your credit card company to see about 
coverage. Insurance is expensive – about $50 per day at the rental counter - but 
worth the price when considering the cost of repairs. 

Caddies – The better known courses (Lahinch/Doonbeg) have experienced 
caddies. Other courses will arrange for caddies in advance. Rates are 50 euro to 
60 euro per bag ($68, $81) including tip. Caddies can help, but may try to take 
over your game. Buying a course guide for five euro is an acceptable alternative. 

Golf Carts – Walking is one of the pleasures of Irish golf. Very few golfers ride 
in buggies (power carts), which are forbidden at Lahinch. Push carts (trolleys) 
are available for rent by golfers who opt not to carry their own bags. n
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US Route 4
Quechee VT
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*from Choice Hotels International, Inc.
Hot Breakfast
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Ron Dull

If any of you remember Dale Evens, her trusty 
horse Buttermilk and Roy Rogers actually singing the 
title of this article at the end of their show, well, you 
might not wish to admit it since Buttermilk couldn’t 
carry a tune in an oat bucket. I live in the area of 
Quechee known as 5C or the “Wilderness” area and 
I feel as though I am figuratively shooting myself in 
the F.O.O.T. by even writing this piece. I want the 
area all to myself. However, after numerous conver-
sations with Quechee Club members I came to real-
ize that a large percentage of them don’t realize what 
exists as one of their most valuable amenities or even 
how to access it. So against my natural instinct for 
selfishness, and with encouragement from the editor, 
I will attempt to share. 

The hidden treasure of the 5C area includes over 
26 km of open trails, which may be used for hiking, 
cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and mountain 
biking. Maps of the area can be obtained at the Rec-
reation Center desk at the Quechee Club. In addi-
tion, they are handily posted on trees throughout the 
system saying, “You are here” and indeed you are. 
These maps haven’t failed me yet. 

To access the parking area turn at the Quechee Library, 
come up Willard Road, veer right onto Bentley Road and 
follow it to the end. There is a cul-de-sac and a gravel lot 
for parking. Wear your bug spray, after all this is Vermont 
and you should wear bug spray everywhere. Think of 

it as Yankee perfume. Now here 
is the real kicker. Although this 
is QLLA property your dogs are 
allowed on these trails with you, 
but for heaven’s sake, PLEASE 
CLEAN UP! Nothing, besides 
a hungry black bear or an angry 
bull moose perhaps, will liven up 
a quiet walk in the woods more 
than stepping or skiing into dog 
poo. Actually I have seen all three 
in this area. I definitely prefer the 

moose. Just call me picky.
 Surveys by Morton Trails—a company special-

izing in the planning, design and implementation of 
sport and recreational trail systems located in Thet-
ford, VT—indicate that throughout the country 
interconnected paths are the number one amenity 
desired by communities exactly like Quechee Lakes. 
As we attempt to market our brand of recreation to 
an emerging and younger demographic are we lit-
erally missing the trail signs along the way? “You 
are here” the sign says, but now what? How do we 
increase home valuation and the area’s desirability? 
With funds dedicated to trail improvements a sys-
tem similar to that found in the Mount Tom/Billings 
Farm complex of Woodstock is entirely possible right 
here in Quechee thus providing the members with a 
top-notch biking and hiking experience.

Now, did you know that you can also walk from 
the Quechee polo field to the clubhouse on a dedi-
cated off-road trail and not encounter murderous 
traffic? Oh, yes you can so get off that road! Con-
ceived in 2002 by Ms. Sheila Armen, a co-owner of 
the popular Strong House Spa, the Friends Of The 
Ottauquechee Trails, or F.O.O.T. paths are con-
stantly being expanded and improved. You must 
admit, the acronym is rather clever. Water mitiga-
tion, trail leveling and bridging continue over the 
summer and fall. Plans are also in the making for 
placing signage in order to highlight points of inter-
est such as a Nature Walk. This is good! While my 

wife, Kim, can quickly spot anything which moves 
in the woods I, like many others, need large neon 
arrows to indicate things like “tree” or “squirrel” or 
even the fact that there is a “cliff ahead.”

Presently the trail begins and ends at the polo field 
and meanders through the woods to the Quechee 
covered bridge. Eventually, there will be benches 
to rest or meditate on at special areas and there is a 
beach for a refreshing swim in the river. After cross-
ing the bridge you can stroll along Murphy’s Farm 
Road, past the golf course, along the shore of Lake 
Pinneo and across the front of Murphy’s Farm. Using 
the maintenance vehicle path you pass the basket-
ball court, connect to the golf cart path and over the 
pedestrian-friendly bridge to the clubhouse. Ta Da! A 
big SHOUT OUT goes to Tim Lewis along with Ken 
Lallier and his crew for providing needed funds and 
muscle to help the trail along this summer.

Once you reach the Quechee Clubhouse please 
treat yourself to a scrumptious Chef Morgan Lory 
luncheon on the deck. Oh now, I know, for you phi-
losophers “It’s all about the journey and not the des-
tination” but then again Zen-like thinking goes out 
the window after an invigorating walk to a great res-
taurant. Besides, you deserve it. It’s been a good trail. 
You need fuel. Quite unfortunately, unless you have 
used the popular “two car alternative” (a distinctly 
American innovation) you will now need to return 
to the polo field (4 miles R/T). Try the alternative 
to start with and work up.

Whichever way you choose on your return back 
be sure to stop off and say hello to Shelia. Thank her 
for the F.O.O.T. paths and don’t hesitate to leave a 
donation so that improvement work on the path may 
continue. For a mere twenty-five dollars you can join 
F.O.O.T. and Sheila will give you a tee-shirt with a 
pedometer! Isn’t that nice?

Come on people! Stop chasing that little white 
ball around! Take a free hike around Quechee! n

 See you in the woods,
 Cap’n Ron

Happy Trails
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here’s what I thINk…
Sharia  
Age 9, 
Quechee

My favorite 
thing to do in 
Quechee is to 
play outside. 
Unlike the 
city, we have 
more outdoor 
things to do, 
and it’s not as 
crowded and 
we have more 
trees.

My super 
power would 
be the abil-
ity to grow 
flowers.

I want to 
be an artist and paint pictures  
of trees.

My favorite food is pancakes with real  
maple syrup.

My favorite vegetable is cucumber. I don’t like 
kale or asparagus. 

If I could go anywhere I would go to the top of 
Mt. Everest and build stuff out of snow and enjoy 
the pretty view.

My favorite thing to do with my family is to 
have Family Day and do things outside together, 
like play sports and go to the park.

My favorite character from a book is Anne 
from Anne of Green Gables because she sounds 
exactly like me. She talks a lot!

If I won a million dollars I would build art stu-
dios and schools.

I am really good at dancing and singing. I 
won’t stop. Ask my mother!

Nicholas 
Age 9, 
Quechee

My favorite 
thing to do in 
Quechee is to 
visit and help 
out at the 
library.

My super 
power would 
be the power 
to give any 
power to any-
one, including 
myself.

I want to 
be an author 
and write 
young adult 
novels.

My favorite 
food is candy.

My favorite vegetable is cucumber, but that is 
technically a fruit. I don’t like asparagus, onions, 
or broccoli. 

If I could go anywhere I would go to the tropi-
cal rain forest to see the pretty birds, giant snakes, 
and spiders.

My favorite thing to do with my family is 
to sit on the beach reading books and building 
sand castles. I like Lake Pinneo and the ocean in 
Maine.

My favorite character from a book is Jason 
from The Lost Hero by Rick Riordan because he 
has storm power.

If I won a million dollars I would donate half 
to cancer patients and then build my own per-
sonal library.

I am really good at reading. 

Jackson 
Age 5, 
Quechee 

My favorite 
thing to do 
in Quechee 
is to go swim-
ming at the 
Quechee Club.

My super 
power would 
be to have 
web shooters 
and the abil-
ity to crawl 
on walls like 
Spiderman.

I want to 
be a soldier 
because they 
get to wear 
camouflage 
and spy.

My favorite food is cereal, but I like a lot  
of food.

My favorite vegetable is snap peas. I do not 
like green beans from the can.

I would want to go meet Transformers because 
they can transform and they help people, but not 
the Decepticons.

My favorite thing to do with my family is to go 
visit my Grammy and Grampy in Massachusetts.

My favorite character from a book is Aslan 
from The Chronicles of Narnia. I like how he 
defeated the witch who tried to take over Narnia.

If I won a million dollars, I would take my fam-
ily to California so we could go to Disneyland and 
Legoland.

I am really good at eating, snuggling, and being 
a friend. n

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL  1-802-457-1116

Roger@ShepardVT.com

Design & Engineering
Permit Procurement
Complete Project Supervision
Guaranteed Pricing
Custom & Economy Homes
Commercial Building
Kitchen & Bath Design
Cabinetry
Countertops
Wood & Tile Flooring
www.ShepardConstructionQuechee.com

Custom Window Treatments
Blinds & Shades

Fine Furniture
Custom Bed Coverings

Re-Upholstery & Slipcovers
Area Rugs & Carpet

Lighting
1000’s of Fabrics Options

Space Planning
Interior Paint Selections

www.ShepardInteriorDesign.com85 US Route 4 Quechee, VT 05059
2.4 Miles West of Quechee Blinking Light.  4.2 Miles East of Woodstock Green.

FROM DESIGN 
 SHEPARD 

CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Since 1970

TO DRAPERY 
 SHEPARD 

INTERIOR SELECTIONS
Since 1990

 WE BUILD               WE RENOVATE               WE DECORATE                  

Eleanor@ShepardVT.com



Page 20 Fall 2014 The Quechee Times

Staying Active in Quechee
Anne Critchley Sapio

When editor Anne Clemens asked 
me to write an article on “aging well,” 
drawing on the Quechee population 
for abundent source material, I agreed. 
Yet I had trouble with the “aging” 
part of it, and reconciled my discom-
fort by addressing “living well.” The 
population over 55 years, to me is not 
a special science. The human body still 
functions in all its glory at every age. 
Yes, we accept the wear and tear con-
tributions. Living well generally leads 
to a fine old age. Though Woody Allen 
once said, “You can live to be 100 if 
you give up all the things that make 
you want to be 100.” Current wisdom 
and science do support a healthy life-
style to feel good and live long.

We all have a story to tell. Though 
brief I will share what I gleaned from 
some amazing Quechee residents, 57 
to 87, who are living well, indeed.

Kim Dull
Kim Dull, a 

Woodstock native, 
said she always had 
a foot in this area no 
matter where her family lived. Hus-
band, Ron, was a merchant marine 
with an unusual schedule. Dull said 

it really didn’t matter where they 
lived. Every new location was a new 
opportunity. In the mid-seventies 
she worked for the original Quechee 
Corporation after earning a chemistry 
degree from the University of Ver-
mont. In the mid-eighties the Dulls 
moved to the Breckenridge ski area 
in the Colorado Rockies. Growing up 
skiing at Mt. Tom, now known as Sui-
cide Six, Dull was always an accom-
plished skier. New life, new challenge. 

Certified at the highest ski instruc-
tor level, Dull started teaching skiing 
full time in 1984 and stopped in 2004 
with the move back to Quechee. She 
commented that often it was common 
to have clients all day, and found she 
had many repeat clients as well as the 
children of clients. “Love it, do it, 
get better at it, keep breathing,” the 
tanned, lithe, blue-eyed Dull quipped. 
For the last few years she has delved 
into the equestrian world with her 
new Icelandic horse and like most of 
her endeavors, she embraces riding 
with a passion. Twice a week she hires 
a trainer, and twice a week she “play 
rides.” She said, “Ron and I believe in 
re-creating ourselves every 10 years or 
so.” Adding “I do three sports a day, 
and the daily vacuuming counts as 

one.” Bottom-line from Dull: eat right 
(based on the book “Fit for Life,”) 
know your strengths, stay positive, and 
do, do, do. “I plan to live forever,“ she 
said with a cheeky smile.

Chuck Kinyon
Next, our very 

own tennis pro, 
Chuck Kinyon, half 
retired, he’s “living 
the dream.” Since retirement as Dart-
mouth College tennis coach several 
years ago Kinyon has been spending 
winters in Florida. “I can play tennis 
every day with terrific, competitive 
players.” He does, too. Focused more on 
tournament play, something he never 
had time to do, he finds “it’s stimulat-
ing and improves skill level.” Friends 
of his playing competitive softball in 
Florida are always getting injured, he 
said. Not he with tennis. He never tires 
of tennis and summers in the verdant, 
Green mountains of Vermont. Added 
Suzy Bottaro, the Quechee Club Ten-
nis pro shop manager, “Chuck is on 
the court often seven hours a day and 
never seems to tire.”

So what’s his secret? “Genes, my 
mother is 93,” he said. He calls her 
nightly and visits her in his upstate 
New York hometown of Rochester. 

“Staying as active as the years and 
body allow; live on the edge,” these 
things he believes. It goes without 
saying he stays physically fit, as does 
his wife. As for writing –a retirement 
goal—well, he’ll just have to wait 
until he has some down time.

Lois Macuga
Lois Macuga, a 35-year Quechee 

member (she discovered Quechee 
through a sales advertisement in 
the Wall Street Journal) is a tennis 
player, golfer, artist, skier, gardener, 
bridge player and a retired career 
professional in data systems. “When 
I started working at the phone com-
pany in Connecticut, women could 
not be managers.” However, things for 
women changed and she did become 
a manager. 

Her husband, Henry, she said, “ 
influenced my pursuit of the sporting 
life.” The couple skied all over Europe 
and the Rockies, as well as Vermont. 
”Lots of tennis, too,” she added. When 
Henry died about four years ago, she 
gave up skiing. “I thought, who will 
take care of me if I break my leg? I 
lost the desire. Seemed like common 
sense,” she said.

Now Macuga spends her winters 
in Florida. The warm weather allows 
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her to be outside and active. Lois’s 
biweekly tennis group in Quechee 
has been in force for over 30 years. 
Golfing several times a week is also 
a regular pursuit. This summer she is 
taking a three-day art course in Bur-
lington, not unusual for her. “I paint 
for myself now,” said the juried artist, 
who has been schooled by artists she 
admires. She said she also went on a 
week-long art course recently. What 
else I asked? “Of course I do crossword 
puzzles and all those mind games in 
the paper every day. I planted a garden 
and therefore I care for it.”

All Macuga’s activities and prac-
tices require energy and sometimes 
a push. She said you have to push 
yourself even if it hurts. She has been 
through a serious illness in the last 
ten years, which took her a year to 
recover.

Her stated “living well” solutions 
includes; “good genes, for a starter, lis-
ten to your body – it has amazing heal-
ing properties, keep doing what you 
love, work with the pain, exercise, it 
doesn’t have to be the gym, walking is 
fine, use your mind, but especially use 
common sense.”

Maxine 
Charette

Another golfer 
and tennis player, 
Maxine Charette – 

is a woman with energy that doesn’t 
quit, according to Bataro. When I 
asked Charette about her daily activi-
ties, she said she often plays golf and 
tennis in the same day. She does one 
or the other most days. This octoge-
narian hails from Maine, “a stone’s 
throw from the Canadian border.” Her 
father was a potato farmer with five 
children and a very energetic mom, 
who died at 100. Charette married a 
hometown boy who worked in aero-
space, which meant a few big moves 
and some travel. A Bates College 
graduate, who became a nurse, she had 
four children. Once they were fairly 
launched, she returned to the health 
care field in marketing, teaching and 
sales for vascular disease supports.

Winters in Florida, summers in 
their home of 31 years in Quechee, the 
Charettes enjoy life. And appreciate it 
even more. Charette and her husband 
have a healthy diet, lower in potatoes 
I would imagine.

When asked what’s important 
in living well, Charrette explained, 
“Genes. I think of my mother who 
was very active all her 100 years. Late 
in life she actually made Adirondack 
chairs with only a hand saw for all 
her progeny; each with their name on 
it. She couldn’t be idle, even when 
she could.” Charette puts family and 
friends right at the top of making life 

fun and meaningful. She said there’s 
no time for the gym or a regimen of 
walking. She certainly gets exercise, 
with tennis and golf dates almost every 
day of the week. She said she feels so 
lucky to have health, and good, good 
friends. 

Ruth Zales
Ruth Zales and 

her husband, resi-
dents of both Tuc-
son and Quechee, 
delayed their Quechee arrival this 
summer so she could heal and re-group 
after two knee replacements as well as 
enjoy their cross-country travel plans. 
Seems like just a blip in a very active 
life of golf, family and friends and com-
munity involvement.. a minor incon-
venience, yet a blessing in continuing 
her active lifestyle without the pain.

When I asked Zales about her slant 
on living well and long, she emailed 
the following:

“Hang out with family as often as 
possible. Take a walk with the dog and 
husband and/or friends every day. Eat 
everything, but not too much. Stay 
active only in favorites...for me, the-
ater board in Tucson, Ilead, Univer-
sity of Arizona, Humanities seminars, 
Quechee golf and fitness, Jewish Fed-
eration, progressive politics and films. 
When laid low by arthritis, READ. 
Works for me, but I’m lucky to have a 

wonderful husband and a big extended 
family. No time to be lonely.”

And soon she’ll be back on the 
Quechee golf courses with that indom-
itable “joie de vivre.”

Anne Critchley 
Sapio

Now my turn. 
What do I do to 
“stay young?” Cer-
tainly all the above 
that was mentioned. My twist is: eat 
good food, all kinds, all day. Breakfast 
can be a tossed salad!

Drink water, take deep breaths 
when I remember, physical activ-
ity; mild, moderate and only rarely, 
intense. All of it is important.

My parents, especially my dad, 
were very active in our community 
and with outdoor/sporting activities. 
I was encouraged to use my body in 
those pursuits and got lots of support. 
However, I am pre-Act 250 so wom-
ens’ sports were just for fun or to get 
out of the required gym classes.

Skiing has always been a passion. My 
Dad and uncle (10th Mountain Divi-
sion) started a ski area in my hometown 
in Connecticut and I skied there with 
all my siblings from the age of three.  
Right after college I went to work in 
the Alps skiing. It was fabulous, and 
made me lose most of my fear. 

Continued on page 22
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Winners Announced in Upper Valley Student 
Communications Competition 
PSAs Promote Local Economy

Winners have been named in Vital Communities’ first-ever Upper 
Valley High Communications Competition: Forrest Mattern for 
Print PSA, Ashley Fogg won for Television PSA, and Nate Guarino 

won for Radio PSA. All hail from Hartford and are seniors in the Hartford Area 
Career and Technology Center’s Media Arts program taught by Felicia Allard. 
Their public service announcements support Local First Alliance, a program of 
Vital Communities, answering the question: Why is it cool to shop at locally 
owned businesses?

“We are thrilled to have been a part of this process and were overwhelmed by 
the submissions,” said Mundy Wilson Piper, owner of Chippers, which will help 
promote the winning print PSA. “It was an amazing and inspiring collaboration 
between the students, Local First Alliance, and the school.”

“Students had the opportunity to work with industry professionals from King 
Arthur Flour, Co-op Food Stores, and WPTZ, which inspired creativity and 
some very valuable portfolio work,” added Vital Communities’ Local First Alli-
ance Administrator Emily Gardner.

The winning submissions are available at vitalcommunities.org/localfirst. 
Submissions from 13 students were evaluated and winners selected by the 

Local First Alliance Steering Committee. The winning print PSA will run in 
the Valley News and on the side of a Chippers truck, and the winning radio 
PSA will run on Great Eastern Radio stations. Each winning artist received a 
$150 cash award courtesy of Lake Sunapee Bank, Ledyard National Bank, and 
Mascoma Savings Bank. The winning television PSA will run on WPTZ, and 
the winner received an iPad courtesy of Systems Plus Computers. n

Vital Communities, a nonprofit organization based in White River Junction, Vt., brings 
together citizens, organizations, and municipalities to take on issues where an independent voice 
and regional approach are essential. More information is available at vitalcommunities.org. 

Your Face…Your Story…Your Way

Microneedling, as seen on  
Good Morning America,  
treats fine lines, wrinkles,  
brown spots and acne.  
Available at your  
Only local Medi-Spa,  
Call 802.952.9095.

Please learn more at 
vermontfacialaesthetics.com
Or call for a complimentary  
consultation.

Vermont Facial Aesthetics

Carol F. Boerner, MD

I had periods in my life where I 
didn’t ski a lot. Now I teach skiing at 
Suicide Six, and am so happy when 
my students learn and grow – and 
they really do; and so happy to be zip-
ping down any mountain. In the past 
five years I took up back country ski. I 
have a planner, yet he’s not that exact 
with the route, so we take what we 
need to survive. I do play golf, always 
thinking I’ll play more and get bet-
ter. I think I may not be competitive 
enough. I don’t get mad at myself, yet 
I love when that sucker soars. I hike, 
swim in the summer, avoid the gym, 
try to take a few club fitness classes… 
but my walk out my door for 1.4 miles 
route and a hill –seems just enough. I 
play a little tennis, actually love the 
game, ping pong, too. The “intense” 
thing I do is an open 1.4 mile, ocean 
swim across Provincetown Harbor 
every September. I love when I come 
out on the other side, and to be in the 
top half of the last quarter. I guess I’ll 
do it until I can’t…period.

I connect with family and friends 
daily. The next generation is so much 
fun. I have a close group of college 
friends with whom I commune and 
gather regularly. I laugh, belly laughs 
every day. I do seek information, 

so often from talking to others and 
exploring their expertise or experi-
ence, online and through literature. 
I try new stuff when I get inspired. A 
Marcus Ratliff exhibit I visited with 
an artist friend recently in Rochester, 
Vermont—a guy who does incredible 
collages—inspired me to find old 
magazines and books and maps and 
spend a day creating my collage. It 
was such fun.

And to wind up, I know these 
things: When in doubt, give. Judge 
not, one never knows what someone is 
really experiencing. No need to hang 
out with bores or negative people. 
Have fun with children. Don’t take 
yourself seriously. Stay current and 
informed (Oh, this is hard, as I over 
rely on my geek son who knows all.) 
Know what you like and do it. Be bold 
and ask. Never use “should.”

Along with the moderate physical 
dailies, including being a domestic in my 
home, I read a lot, write a little, and con-
nect in some way with intimates, friends 
and family, watch good films and cook 
good food –open to all taste sensations. 
I travel a good bit, yet I love home and 
living in Quechee. And that’s my story. 
The beauty is, it may change in a flash. 
We do not know the future. Today mat-
ters. Breathe. n

Staying Active in Quechee – continued from page 21
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EXPLORE WHITE RIVER JCT.

802.296.7000     northernstage.org    White River Junction, VT 

NORTHERNSTAGE

SEPTEMBER 24 – OCTOBER 19

2014-2015 SEASON  www.coopfoodstore.coop

209 Maple Street, White River Junction
Route 120, Centerra Marketplace, Lebanon

45 South Park Street and 43 Lyme Road, Hanover

We have over 400 varieties,* all neatly 
organized so you can find your favorites and 
discover new ones—Traditional, Organic, 
Greek, Kefir, Goat’s Milk, Sheep’s Milk, Soy, 
even Coconut Milk! It’s the region’s best 
selection, by far.

Love 
yogurt?

Come shop the Co-op!

*Selection varies by location.

Lebanon Co-op Dairy Manager Jon Dubuque with an armload of our shoppers’ favorites.
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Kate Schaal

Raffles and silent auctions reap unexpected rewards ( even excitement) 
as well as much appreciated dollars. At the conclusion of the “flocking 
events” at the Quechee Library on July 22—after weeks of the enjoyable 

display of 20 birdhouses hand built by Jerry Homer and painted by local artists 
for auction, birder Bill Shepard drew the winning raffle tickets for the two houses 
made from wood salvaged from the Quechee bridge. An hour later Kathy and 
Peter Davis dropped in with friends Ruth and Brian Tart. “You’ve never seen 
such excitement,” said librarians Marieke Sperry and Lucy Archie recalling the 
moment of saying that the winning raffle ticket was the one Kathy had purchased 
for Ruth’s birthday.

The overall fundraising for the now installed air conditioning has been both a 
huge success and indicative of the community nature of this library. No one more 
quickly came to epitomize that then Lucy Archie. She and husband Andy and 
son Carson moved here two years ago and Lucy became a library staff member 
and such a valued friend. To our dismay but with our very best wishes, they are 
off to a new home in Minnesota. She’ll be at 
Polo for Prose on Aug. 9, however, as well 
as at the STEAM workshop on solar plastic 
creations in the morning of the same day. 

Of course, the services and collections 
we provide require ongoing fundraising. 
Fortunately, this is made not only possible 
but often fun by the donations and ideas 
that originate for the purpose. Lucy Major 
has just donated two beautiful prints of the 
Quechee bridge which Ken Dandeneau has 
framed marvelously with salvaged wood 
from that bridge. The library will raffle one 
and offer the other as a silent auction item. 
They are now on display. Carol Heavisides has also donated Romeo and Juliet 
collectible dolls to the library for another silent auction item. 

The summer Tuesday series for kids concludes August 12 with a puppet show 
by the Raggle Taggle Players. Supported by a grant from the Vermont Dept. of 
Libraries, the four o’clock performance is open to all and particularly meant for 
elementary age children. Prizes for the readers will be given too.

Notice all the ‘bubbles’ hanging? Join in and write titles of books read this 
summer on the paper circles and offer a guess at how many will be hanging come 
August 31. 

The Vermont Humanities book discussion series this summer continues Aug. 
11 at 4 p.m. with scholar Suzanne Brown and concludes Monday, Sept. 15 at 7 
with a special evening with the author of the fourth book, Colin Calloway. The 
Dartmouth professor is a respected expert and prolific author about early Ameri-
can settlements as well as an entertaining speaker. He’ll discuss the fourth book, 
his own, in the series, When Cultures Meet, about “New France” and the Lake 
Champlain Basin. Titled, copies are available for borrowing. The public is invited 
regardless of earlier participation or reading, however, and should count on Char-
lotte Merrill to have come up with a corn-based refreshment. Pudding, perhaps?

Randall Balmer will return to the library this fall after an interesting talk in 
June about his biography of Jimmy Carter. The occasion this time will be the 
reissue this month of his book, Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory: A Journey into the 
Evangelical Subculture in America. First written 25-years ago by the Dartmouth 
religion professor and prize-winning historian, the book has a new forward and 
remains very timely for political interest as well as other connections. An engag-
ing speaker with keen insights into politics, Randall Balmer is certain to offer 
an interesting talk with a discussion period. As usual, copies of the book will be 
available for purchase or borrowing.

Tea Theater fans know of the pleasures of the big screen downstairs. They 
usually meet one or two Tuesdays each month, but will enjoy Dick Powell and 
Myrna Loy on a Thursday, Aug 21, at 3 p.m. Returning to Tuesdays for fall, 
Christina Reynolds and Charlotte Merrill will use the Depression for a Septem-
ber topic and Halloween for October. On September 9 the movie will be “one of 
the greatest Hollywood satires” (starring Veronica Lake) and on Sept. 23, it will 
be the heart-wrenching film featuring Jane Fonda and the Depression-era fad of 
dance marathons.

Quechee lIbrary

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE    LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION    EXCAVATION
 WINTER SERVICES

802.457.3786
P.O. Box 906 .  Quechee,  V T 05059 

www.chasesiteservices.com
CALL  FOR  A  FREE  CONSULTATION
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Quechee Library Events
Thursday, Aug. 7, 3 p.m.: Tea Theater. Enjoy refreshments, discussion 

and a film featuring William Powell and Myrna Loy.
Sat, Aug. 9, 11 p.m.--STEAM workshop at the Quechee Library: Cre-

ative Creatures: Solar Powered Plastic Fantastics. Pre-register at 295-1232 
or lucy@quecheelibrary.org

Sat. Aug. 9, 2 p.m.: Polo for Prose at the Quechee Polo Field. Enjoy the 
match and the Friends’ tent with refreshments and kids’ activities.

Mon., Aug. 11, 4:30 p.m.: VHC book discussion series with scholar 
Suzanne Brown at the Quechee Library. The series is: When Cultures Meet. 
Books available at the circ desk.

Tuesday, Aug. 12, 4 p.m.: Raggle Taggle Puppet Show at the Quechee 
Library, co-sponsored by the Vt. Dept of Libraries and the Friends of 
Quechee Library’

Thurs., Aug. 21, 3 p.m.: Tea Theater at the Quechee Library. Christina 
Reynolds and Charlotte Merrill continue there “tea for two” movie theme 
of the month. Free film showing, talk and refreshments.

Mon., Sept. 8, 4 p.m.: Mystery Monday. Join the group discussing this 
genre on the first Monday of each month at the Quechee Library.. Books 
available in display case.

Tues., Sept. 9, 3 p.m.: Tea Theater at the Quechee Library.
Wed., Sept. 10, 10 a.m.: Floor Cloth workshop with Polly Forcier at 

the Wilder Club and Library. Pre-register through info@quecheelibrary.org
Monday, Sept. 15, 7 p.m.: Author talk. Colin Calloway, author of New 

Worlds for All, talks at the Quechee Library as the conclusion of a VHC 
series about New France and the settlement of the Lake Champlain basin. 
The public is welcome. 

Tuesday, Sept. 23, 3 p.m.: Tea Theater at the Quechee Library
Mon., Oct. 6, 4 p.m.: Mystery Monday. Join the group discussing this 

genre on the first Monday of each month at the Quechee Library.. Books 
available in display case.

The screens at both the Quechee and Wilder libraries will get additional spe-
cial use this fall for showings of Freedom and Unity, the Vermont Movie. Sponsored 
by the Vermont Council of Humanities and the National Council of Humani-
ties, the film was made through a collaboration of filmmakers to create a por-
trayal of Vermont from the 1600’s to today. Under the overall project direction 
of Norwich resident and filmmaker Nora Jacobson, the film is divided into six 
segments. The library will show at least two of the segments followed by discus-
sions, again sponsored by the VHC and NHC. One will be led by Nora Jacobson 
and one by recently retired state archivist Greg Sanford. Watch for dates and seg-
ments to be announced soon. The dvd is also a part of the library collection and 
available for borrowing. One critic called it a “terrific piece of cinema history”. 

Perhaps Mondays will become the genre days of this library’s readers. Monday 
Mystery Group meets the first Monday of each month upstairs at the library, 
choosing one author to focus on for each discussion. Nick Clemens, technical 
services librarian, is devoted to science fiction and invites others of similar incli-
nation to join him once a month for a science fiction discussion. Email Nick@
quecheelibrary.org to state a preference for a Monday evening or Saturday time 
and/or watch for a more specific announcement. 

A few spaces remain for the floor cloth workshop being offered Sept. 9, 10 and 
11 at the Wilder Club and Library. Polly Forcier has generously offered to teach 
a class from which participants will go home with stenciled floor cloth each has 
made. Cost per student, including materials, is $100. Register at the circulation 
desk or by emailing info@quecheelibrary.org

As the cool fall begins, mugs of hot beverage become ever more appealing 
–consider the Friends new diner mugs sporting the library logo for yourself or as 
a gift. Bring it with you on library visits and enjoy the new look and comfort-
able chairs that are part of a very special birthday gift. David Merrill and Peter 
Coogan celebrated important birthdays this summer and their families celebrated 
by giving the library new chairs in their names. Both the orange easy chairs and 
the straight back chairs by the table are in their honor. n

Visit the library website frequently for more information on resources, programs and 
services as well as to browse the catalog. Library hours are M,W,F, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.; 
T,Th, 2 – 7 p.m.; and Saturday, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Storytime is held every Wednesday 
at 10 a.m. Lego Club meets Fridays during the school year at 3 p.m. 

Bushway
Insurance

Auto • Home • Business
Deciding on an insurance carrier  

can be complicated and sometimes confusing.

You need someone who will provide 

insight, service, and respect.

You want a company that will 

always be there when you need them.

802-785-4843
www.bushwayinsurance.com

Route 5, East Thetford, VT

QUECHEE,  VT 
6845 Woodstock Road 

Quechee, VT 05059

802.295.5100  •  888.592.2224
802.295.7694 Fax  

Quechee@masiello.com

E Q U A L  H O U S I N G
O P P O R T U N I T Y

Each office independently owned & operated 

New construction by Premier Builder Connor Homes. 
4BR/2.5BA home 
sited in desirable 
loca t ion ,  the 
cottage design 
Beautiful entry 
porches front and 
rear complement 
this fabulous 
home. Overflow space on the first floor provides comfort and 
entertaining options, as well as access to the first floor Master 
retreat with full bath. The second floor boasts 3 light filled 
bedrooms with a convenient common bath. Quechee $384,000

SOLD
PENDING

Picture perfect setting on 4.5 + acres only a short golf 
cart ride to the 
clubhouse. You will 
find this beautiful 
home set back 
from the road with 
meadow & far 
away views of the 
Vermont hills. Sun 
filled interior with high ceilings in living and dining areas. Master 
BR suite with bath and adjoining office has a view of meadow 
and hills. Family room on lower level with 2BR, 2BA, and a 
wood burning stove. Quechee $540,000

SOLD
PENDING

Amazing location and well maintained, furnished 3BR/ 
2BA condo in 
Fairway Village. 
Lots of windows, 
f ireplace, and 
propane heat. 
Pleasant breeze-
way entry. Large 
side yard abutting 
golf course. Short scenic walk to club house including bridge 
with views of the valley. Stand alone condo with no common 
walls. Quechee $144,000

SOLD
PENDING

Wonderful 3BR/2.5BA contemp. cape w/full length deck/
southern exposure. 
Cathedral ceilings/
open floor plan. 
R e n o v a t e d 
kitchen, open to lv. 
and din. rm. h.w. 
floors throughout 
1st floor w/tiled 
mudroom. Lg. MB w/direct access to the deck. Loft w/2 lg. BRs 
off both ends. Unfinished basement w/walkout. Central air, 
updated systems, 2-car garage Quechee $337,000

SOLD
PENDING

Diana & Derek
“Getting the JobDone!”

Contact us for
answers to your

real estate questions.

Diana O’Leary
802-291-3575

dianaoleary@masiello.com

Derek Cosentino
802-369-0268

derekcosentino@masiello.com     

Serving all 
market segments, 

not just in Quechee.
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people aNd pets

MaryAnn Greene and Simon Connie Ciulla and Benny The McLauglin’s with Gus and Hershey Ruthann and Teddy

Sheila Armen and Mini Cooper Burt Rosenzwig with Buddy and Sophie Sue Sennett and Josey

Quechee Green - 
Reminder to Please 

Pick-Up after your Pets
Many of us spend time walk-

ing our dogs around the Quechee 
Green having impromptu – as well 
as planned – dog play dates. Please 
remember that we need to be con-
siderate of both the non-dog own-
ers and dog owners as well and pick 
up after our dogs’ waste. The Town 
of Hartford has provided a “dog 
station” where you can pick up a 
bag to dispose of your dog’s waste, 
please use it.

Couples Invitational
Friday, September 19th - Saturday, September 20th, 2014

___________________________________________

Join us in beautiful Vermont 
during peak foliage season

for The Quechee Couples Invitational
Hit the links on two of the best courses in New England!

Participants may play a single day or register
 for an Exclusive Quechee Stay & Play package.
Single-day event entry is $80 plus tax per person.

Stay & Play participant entry is 
$599 plus tax per couple

Stay and Play Packages Include:

• Entry for two into the Couples Invitational.
• Lunch Friday, September 19th.

• Award Ceremony and Dinner Friday, September 19th.
• Continental Breakfast on Dewey’s Deck 

on Saturday, September 20th.
• An additional round of golf for two 

on the Highland Course following breakfast on Saturday.
For more details or to register 

for the Quechee Couples Invitational, 
please visit www.QuecheeClub.com or contact

_______________
Quechee, Vermont
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The Church Miracle
Ruth Sylvester

In 1993, the Quechee Congregational Church building had been suffering 
for years. The steps to the entrance made handicap access challenging, and 
the staircase to the basement restrooms made access impossible. The pastor’s 

office, though lovely with wood paneling, stained glass and stairs led to a view—
as if from an eyrie—was a firetrap. 

Quechee resident Bill Emerson was head of the church trustees at that time 
and the state of the building distressed him. “It had this rickety old stairway, and 
I do mean rickety, down to the basement, and then there were two of the grubbi-
est, most awful bathrooms. It was very discouraging for older members to struggle 
down the stairs and then face those bathrooms.” Architect Geoff Thornton had 
drawn up plans for an addition that would house the pastor’s study and other 
facilities, but the plans languished and “never got off the ground,” recalls Emer-
son, smiling to acknowledge the pun.

“For a long time we talked about it and talked about it [building the addi-
tion], and finally we said, ‘well let’s just do it.’” Along with Emerson, fellow 
trustees Bob Glanville, Fred Commentucci and Allistair McKinley approached 
Kurt Bickford, the church treasurer, about how much money was available to 
build an addition. His response recalls Emerson, “About $30,000 that we can 
part with.” The trustees figured they would need about $100,000 to complete 
the project. “This was an organization with an annual budget of $75,000, so it 
was a lot,” says Emerson.

Being a retired Union Carbide (now Dow Chemical) executive, Emerson 
is highly organized. To rally support for the fundraising effort, Emerson, who 
had been on the QLLA board, including a year as president, wrote a letter to 
the whole Quechee community. “Even if you’re not a member of the church,” 
he said, “this is your church,” reminding people of weddings and events sched-
uled there. The trustees also planned a silent auction and a live auction, with 
Quechee resident John Campbell as auctioneer.

The community responded generously with donations, and the trustees pressed 
ahead to get bids for the work. They selected Simpson Construction as build-
ers. In a process familiar to most people who’ve engaged in a building project, 
the trustees soon found the scope of the work expanding. Renovating the build-
ing meant bringing it up to 
code; to do so they had to 
rip out the wood paneling 
because it was too much of 
a fire hazard and rewire the 
building. “As we got into 
things, they had to do more 
work,” recalls Emerson. 
“But the money kept flow-
ing. We raised $195,000. 
I can’t tell you where it all 
came from; it just came.”

By the end of the project that started with $30,000 in hand for a $100,000 
project, the church had $5,000 in cash after spending $190,000. It was a roller-
coaster ride for the trustees as it went along, but it ended well. “It really was a 
Quechee miracle,” says Emerson. n

Complete Liquid Fertilization Program
Including Weed-Insect Control

Liming • Core Aeration • Organic Fertilization

For A Beautiful Lawn...
A Place To Relax

Call
(802) 773-7833

Mark, Dan, Jason

The Only Family & Locally Owned
Professional Lawn Care Company
in business for over twenty-five years!

WILDER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

BUILDING

REMODELING

CUSTOM 
CABINETRY

William W. Dow
802-295-2915
Est. 1982
QLLA Approved Builder
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423 Taft Family Road – Wonderful views 
enhance this quality/custom designed 
home on a private 4.30 acres with south-
westerly views of Vt. sunsets. 5 BR/3 full 
2-3/4 BA, beautiful chefs kitchen with 
cherry cabinets, facing an open din/liv 
room w/red oak floors & beautiful field-
stone fireplace in center. All opens onto a 
huge sundeck & screened porch. Master 
suite on main level w/private bath, & direct 
access to deck, & private study/library. 3 
BR upstairs & add’l guest suite over the 
garage w/direct access into main house. 
Walkout family room on lower level w/wet 
bar w/seating, huge game rm. & full bath. 
Beautifully landscaped with stone walls, 
patio and heated pool. $769,000.

333 Baker Turn – South facing 4BR/2BA coun-
try/cape with vaulted ceilings and floor to ceil-
ing brick fireplace. Large loft area, large deck, 
and 2-car garage. Furniture is negotiable. 
Includes beautiful 2nd adjacent lot. $232,000.

469 Baker Turn – Wonderful corner lot contemporary 
home w/southern exposure and mountain views. This 
4BR/3.5BA home has substantial wrap around decks, 
stone fireplace, nice yard, window quilts throughout, hard 
wood flooring on main level, skylights, updated kitchen 
w/granite and ample space for guests. Great opportunity 
for the next family as this is the original owner. $349,000.

Lakeland  Village 6D - Great opportunity to 
own a 3 BR/2 full Bath townhouse within 
walking distance to the Quechee Club, 
Lake Pinneo & Highland Golf Course.  An 
end unit with A/C, propane heat and fully 
furnished.  Listed @ $169,000!

Fairway Village 6D – Located adjacent to the 
Highland Golf Course and a stone's throw to 
the river, this 2BR/1.5BA recently renovated,  
has granite counter tops, stainless steel appli-
ances and a golf cart storage area $129,000.

Deere Run 3B & 6A – Perfect vacation 
homes overlooking the Lakeland Golf 
Course, Lake Pinneo & views of the ski 
mtn., each with 3BR/3BA, sauna, jacuzzi, 
large family rm. w/stone patio, fireplace in 
liv. rm. Extending to cathedral ceiling, 
A/C, private pool and tennis courts for 
owners use. Unit #3B - being offered par-
tially furnished @ $247,500. Unit #6A – 
being a nice end unit priced to sell @ 
$235,000 completely furnished.

172 Robert Frost Lane “The Northfield” – A 
custom designed home built in 2001 by 
Q.L.Resorts. Wonderful open floor design on 
main level along with Master bedroom and pri-
vate bath. Hardwood floors, fireplace, vaulted 
ceilings, lovely screened Gazebo (Hot tub 
included if desired), all in a very peaceful end of 
the cul-de-sac setting. A two car garage w/stor-
age makes this a complete offering. $330,000.
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Fox Hollow 9A & 10A – Townhouse living at its 
finest. Prime location overlooking Lakeland 
Golf Course & Lake Pinneo. Over 3000 sq. ft. of 
living space, 3BR/3.5BA, 2 fireplaces, central 
A/C, hardwood floors, att. garage, nice court-
yard, solarium & quality throughout. Unit #9A 
- Phase II – quality finished end unit, granite in 
kitchen, most furniture negotiable $389,000. 
Unit #10A - Phase I – one of the most private 
units in the entire village. Original owner, 
beautiful views $439,000.

81 Grouse Lane – A one-of-a-kind property w/
beautiful westerly views & 10 acres of land features 
4BR/3.5BA, stone fireplace, wet bar, loft/office, 
vaulted ceilings, A/C, security system, sunken dining 
rm. w/tray ceiling. A very private & special offer-
ing-priced well below assessed value @$499,000.

556 Redfield Proctor – One of the finest views 
in all of Quechee! Features of this home are 
2 spacious master bedroom suites, one on 
each level, balcony upstairs to enjoy the phe-
nomenal views, 3.5BA, large 2-car garage w/
expansion possibilities, recently renovated 
and situated on a double lot with 2.4 acres, 
w/a tennis court. Priced well below assessed 
value @ $645,000.!

Quechee Hollow 2B – This cozy two bedroom, 1 bath 
condominium comes completely furnished and has 
many recent upgrades including granite counters, 
kitchen cabinets, new windows, hardwood flooring, 
tile and much more. Overlooking the pond from the 
living/dining room and upstairs bedroom. Lovingly 
cared for and in turn-key condition. $75,000.

Greensway 3B - This two bedroom plus loft, 2.5 bath 
townhouse overlooks the 3rd hole of the Highland 
Golf Course with a nice view! Renovated kitchen with 
open floor plan, fireplace, hardwood floors, and 
includes a golf cart shed and golf cart! @ $169,000.

23 Jarvis Way - Absolute immaculate move-in 
condition home, offers a large eat-in kitchen 
& a huge family room downstairs plus a 
screened in 12 x 30 ft. deck off the kitchen, 
lovingly maintained by the current owners. A 
new roof and new furnace plus a cute shed 
that could be a playhouse or a tool shed. This 
house works well as a full time home or a 
second home. $279,000.

295 Taft Family Road – Open floor plan 
with a beautiful fireplace in the living/
dining room. 3BR/2 Full Baths, spacious 
family room w/office area.  Very practical 
mud room greets you as you enter.  As you 
stand in the living room & look out the 
slider to the large deck you will see a 
wonderful view of the Quechee ski hill.  
Many upgrades but a very modest price 
$169,900.

Mill Run 8B - Beautifully renovated 2 bed-
room, 1.5 bath townhouse located in a 
convenient, private setting. Bright, airy, 
open concept. Approximaely 1,100 sq. ft. 
of living space with nice deck off living 
room.  Move in condition and affordable @ 
$94,000.

Kingswood – Ski On/Ski Off – Terrific 
Values!! Move in condition with outstand-
ing locations on our Ski Mtn. 2 BR, 3BR and 
1.5 – 2.5 BA, fully furnished and priced to 
sell. $109,000 - $179,000.

Saltbox Village 6B & 6C - Traditional charm 
enhances this hilltop location overlooking the 
Quechee Village with views East, South & West. 
Two units to choose from: Unit #6B – 2BR/2.5BA 
@ $109,000 with garage option & Unit #6C – 3BR/ 
2.5BA @ $119,000 furnished, with garage option.

195 Abnaki Trace – A rare farmstead property with 
6.38 acres and open meadows. Allows for a barn 
and horses if desired. Beautiful setting w/east, 
south & west exposure. Private, yet golf cart dis-
tance to Quechee Club. One of Quechee’s most 
sought out locations. This house offers 4 BR/4 BA, 
plus a large family room, beautiful bright dining 
area is adjacent to kitchen which flows into the 
living area. This house has been meticulously 
maintained and is in move-in condition. A great 
family house with much flexibility in use. $489,000.

Birchwood C2 – This traditional style townhouse is 
located behind the Quechee Inn at Marshland 
Farms with beautiful southern exposure and over-
looks the meadow across the Green Belt. There are 
2 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, dining area, eat-in kitchen 
& family room. Listed @ $99,500 Furnished

Sugar Hill 1A - A beautifully cared for end unit 
townhouse w/Southern exposure.  Private with 
nice yard space, this property consists of 2 bed-
rooms & 1.5 baths and is ready for immediate 
occupancy. Priced to sell @ $135,000 Furnished.

120 Quechee - W. Hartford Rd – This is a rare 
offering in Quechee Lakes. A 1902 farmhouse w/
barn and shed on 3+ acres of beautiful, open 
meadow. Nice porch on the front, and room for a 
garden close to the house. This 3 bedroom/2 bath 
home was renovated over the last winter and ready 
to move into and enjoy. $329,900.

Coach Road 2B - The ultimate in townhouse living. 
Over 2700 sq. ft. of elegant living space. Kitchen w/
breakfast area, sun-space din. rm, 3 oversized BR, 3.5 
BA, jacuzzi, fireplace in master BR & liv. rm. One car 
att.garage, walk to Quechee Club. Pool & tennis 
courts. Beautifully kept, kitchen & master BA com-
pletely renovated. Move in condition @ $350,000. 
Offered mostly furnished.

423 Morgan Road - A very unique home in a nice neigh-
borhood. Easy access to Main Street and all the ameni-
ties. 3 BR/2.5 BA, cherry kitchen cabinets and floor w/
Russian stove in living room. Sunny decks off master 
bedroom, w/partially covered deck off main level. 
Beautiful view of Dewey’s Pond. Priced @ $289,000.

1031 Wheelock Road - Immaculately main-
tained Gambrel style home located in one 
of Quechee’s finest locations. Superb land-
scaping surrounds this beautiful property 
w/outstanding sunny exposure. All within 
a short golf cart ride to the Clubhouse. This 
house consists of 5 BR/3.5 BA, huge family 
room w/wet bar, large eat in kitchen, hard-
wood floors, tile, intercom system, stereo 
speaker system, stainless steel appliances, 
central vac system & a back yard patio area 
for those summer BBQ’s. Also for year 
round use, there is a hot tub located out-
side, included in the sale. A rare find in 
Quechee, must be seen to appreciate. One 
owner and very well cared for. $339,000.
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