
Frank Orlowski

Throughout New England, they still stand as a testament to the industrial power of the 19th 
and 20th centuries. They are the imposing brick and wooden behemoths, the old mill 
buildings, still prominent in the region’s cities, such as Boston, Fall River, Lowell, and 

Manchester, NH. These mill buildings once housed the kingpin of industrial development in the 
region, textile manufacturing. 
Though those imposing 
buildings have long given up 
their textile operations, first 
to the southern US, and 
eventually to overseas, they 
still house offices, apartments, 
and businesses important to 
today’s consumers and 
residents.

The large northeastern 
cities were not the only places 
mills became an important 
player in America’s industrial 
age, however. Smaller towns 
in NH and VT were also 

If These Walls  
Could Talk

Continued on page 22

Continued on page 26

The Man Behind the Vision: 
Quechee Lakes’ L. John Davidson

Continued on page 12

Virginia Dean

When the Quechee 
Lakes Landowners’ 
Association, Inc. 

(QLLA) was incorporated 50 
years ago, it not only reflected 
the thousands of open, 
pristine acres on which it 
currently sits, but also the 
man behind its inception, L. 
John Davidson.

With a dream of preserving 
traditional values in a 
self-contained commercial 
establishment on that land 
that belonged primarily to 
local farmers and millworkers, 
Davidson realized that the 
farmlands, trails, hills, forests, 
wildlife and Ottauquechee 
River provided the perfect 
setting for his vision.

But before he became the 
visionary developer of one of 

Quechee, Vermont 05059  Winter/Spring 2020 Published Quarterly

PR
SRT STD

U
.S. Postage

PA
ID

W
hite R

iver Jct., V
T

Perm
it #71

The Q
uechee Times

P.O
. B

ox 104 •
 W

hite R
iver Jct., V

T
 05001

P
o

sta
l C

u
sto

m
e
r

Q
u

e
ch

e
e
, V

T 0
5
0
5
9

E
C

R
W

S
S

L. John Davidson, creator of the restoration of Quechee village and the 
development of Quechee Lakes Landowners’ Association

The barn’s new incarnation was a perfect wedding venue for a good friend.

Mills Led the Way in  
Building Quechee’s Economy

Jen Brining

The Magic of Renovating a 100-Year-Old Barn

What is it about an old barn that is so enticing? Is it the 
beauty of its unrefined, naturally battered old walls 
and rusting roof? Is it the way it takes our mind back 

in time to a more primitive, simple era when life was more 
provincial? 

There is something magical about an old barn, whether it 
is a working barn (storing hay, farm equipment or housing 

Quechee Mill circa 1850
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With independent and assisted living options, 
supported by a warm and caring sta� , 

Harvest Hill gives residents an unrivaled 
sense of community and peace of mind.

Find out today why our 
residents LOVE Harvest Hill. 

Call or email Peggy Cooper at 
(603) 443-9575 or cooperm@apdmh.org.  

 Independent and Assisted Living 
With Memory Care

www.APDLifecare.org
Lebanon, New Hampshire

Harvest Hill

Sometimes you just need someone there for you.

Hanover, NH 
603-643-3727 

gilberteinteriors.com

Interior Design

Custom Fabrication

Renovations 

Visit our home furnishings 
showroom, featuring the 
most extensive design 
library between Boston 

and Montreal.

Inspiring Design
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Jon Soule

Have you always lived in Quechee? If not, when 
did you move here? I moved to Quechee from 
Hartland when I was 13 years old. We lived in the 
brick house on River Street. My grandmother, 
Pauline Cole, Quechee’s librarian, lived in the 
white house on the left side of Main Street, second 
house in from the corner of West Hartford Road 
and Main Street. This was a Sears fabricated house 
that could be purchased through Sears catalog.

What are your earliest memories of living in 
Quechee? The village was a ghost town. As the 
Mill had closed, many associated buildings were 
empty and windows boarded up. The exterior of the 
Parker House resembled a site from a horror movie 
with bushes and vines growing all around. As 
kerosene was the fuel used in all the houses, I can 
still remember that smell walking through the 
village. Quechee was an example of the dying mill 
town throughout New England. 

Main Street was not paved from the 
Parker House through town. All side 
streets were dirt. There was a two-story 
building located in what is now the 
parking lot on the left of the bridge 
entrance. On the lower level was 
Capron’s grocery store; upstairs, was 
John Viette’s bar, pool hall, and candy 
store!! There was a small store, on the 
left, at the intersection of Route 4 and 
Waterman Hill which sold mostly 
cigarettes, tobacco, canned goods and 
gas (our first convenience store?).

I remember when the house that was 
located in the turnaround on Main 
Street (presently, a new red house 
located there) blew up. It was in the 
middle of the night when the boiler 
blew up and completely leveled the 
house. Fortunately, no one was hurt.

As we lived on River Street, we had 
a front row seat when the Mill was intentionally set on fire due to its instability. 
Old photos show the two wooden end sections that were destroyed leaving the 
four-story brick structure which was reduced to its present-day two stories. It 
was quite a sight to see flames in all the windows of the old mill. It is ironic that 
we found old signs in the rubble that read, ‘NINA’ (No Irish Need Apply)!

The post office was located across from Simon Pearce. My post office box 
number was 23; today, my box number is 323. Vera Perkins was the post 

mistress for many years. She was a very stern lady and not one to smile!! 
Often, I worked on Saturdays in the library (small brick building across from 
the Parker House) to help my librarian grandmother who often had to attend 
out-of-town library functions.

The Gorge was, and is, a special place for me. I started hunting and fishing 
there when I was very young. Before the dam was built and the River filled the 
Gorge, I often visited the Emerys at their farm which was located about 
2/10ths of a mile down the Gorge. Remains of the barn are still visible but the 
other foundation had been destroyed by floods.

How did the Quechee Lakes Development impact your life in those days? 
The Development gave many of us ‘locals’ opportunities for work. I started 
working at the old Clubhouse (Fells red barn) while still in high school. I 
worked with the Schael family building berms along the River to prevent it 
from flooding the corn field which became the Lakeland Golf Course; also 
worked building Lake Pinneo. (My grandmother gave it that name based on 
the history of Pinneo Point. History says that a Mr. Pinneo would guide Indian 
tribes along the River as they set up hunting camps.)

There was some unrest among the locals that residents were selling their 
properties at astronomical prices and too fast without having a good idea of 
what was going to happen to the village. However, considering the fact that 

the village was dying, it made perfect 
sense to me to sell. 

I had the opportunity to meet many 
good people who believed in Quechee. 
They certainly broadened my 
experience of living in a small village.

Who do you remember most fondly 
from those days? My grandmother, 
Pauline Cole, was a constant 
companion. I was fortunate enough to 
be her companion as we traveled 
throughout the United States and 
overseas.

Also, I became a good friend of Joe 
Ranger. He taught me a lot about 
hunting, fishing, local lore. Cameron 
Clifford has written an excellent 
biography of this Vermont character. It 
is entitled Faith, Filth, and Fame.

If you could have changed one thing... 
Nothing – I would change nothing. 

Regardless of where I have lived or traveled, I have always returned – Quechee 
was, and is, my home.

What is your favorite Quechee street name? Remember Baker Lane

What present day institution is best for all of Quechee as a community? 
The Balloon Festival is my favorite and has really put the village, the area, and 
us on the map. n

Derek Cosentino
c. 802.369.0268

derekcosentino@masiello.com1996 Quechee Main Street · PO Box 258 · QUECHEE, VT  05059 · 802-295-1160 · www.masiello.com 

This edition of A Day in the Life is proudly sponsored by Derek Cosentino, 
at Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate – The Masiello Group

Everything we do is designed so that our customers 
experience quality throughout our entire real estate relationship. 

We will ensure that your expectations are exceeded.

A DAY IN THE LIFE

Then and Now: Quechee Lakes Turns 50 in 2020!
Over the course of the next year, we will be featuring some of the originals who helped bring Quechee to life. Whether just kids at the time or active adults working in the 

trenches to create the four season paradise we call ‘home,’ we want you to get a feel for the personalities who played a role along the way. Please feel free to contact our office with 
any names of people you would like to see featured. 

Jon Soule ca. 2000 in his 
reenactment garb, and 
today
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Happy Birthday, QLLA!

I must admit that it has been fun reminiscing with the likes of Gayle Ottmann, 
David Barrell, my own former stepfather, L. John Davidson, and longtime 
family friend, Phidias Dantos. I even ran into Bucky Warren who runs one of 

the lifts at the ski hill. I hadn’t been skiing in over 20 years and hadn’t seen Bucky 
in 48 years! As cliché as it sounds, it truly does seem like yesterday in some ways!

While I have certainly heard many tales told about the early days of Quechee, 
I never truly grasped how down-and-out the village was until interviewing John 
Davidson with writer, Virginia Dean, and then reading Jon Soule’s account (see 
“Day In the Life” on page 3) of how dire things were just before the development 
began to take shape. To drive down Main Street today and see all of the lovely 
and beautifully maintained properties that line both sides, and to look up from 
the valley floor or down from the hills and see everywhere the picture-postcard 
scenes is nothing short of miraculous. To think that for 50 years the Quechee 
Lakes Landowners’ Association has essentially maintained the beauty and 
environmental integrity John Davidson had originally sought to accomplish is 
a true testament to the timelessness of his vision. With nostalgia in his voice, 
John did ask me what Quechee is like today. At 89, and basically blind, John has 
not been able to see how his 50-year-old baby turned out. I painted a true picture 
of how I see it today: families with young children, active retirees, teenagers and 
everyone in between continue to engage in lifelong activities within a backdrop 
that only Mother Nature could perfect, and feel like they are in 
heaven-on-earth. 

Here’s to 50 more!
 ~ Jen
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New Life  
and a Growing 
Community

You are invited 
to visit us at The 
Quechee Church! 
We meet  eve ry 
Sunday at 9am, and 
welcome the entire 
communi ty  to 
experience Christ-
centered, applicable 
Biblical messages, a 
vibrant mix of old 
and new music, and 
a friendly atmosphere. Join us and find a diversity of people, young and 
old, married and single, families and young couples, committed believers 
and spiritual seekers all working to grow in their understanding of Christ 
and their service to others!

You are welcome to check out a mix of small group opportunities for 
men, women, and families, and numerous ways to be involved. Details 
about our events can be found at quecheechurch.org/home/events/. 

Good Friday and Easter Sunday
We also invite you to join us for our Good Friday service on Friday, April 

10th at 7pm and our Easter service on Sunday, April 12st at 9am. 
To learn more about The Quechee Church, please visit us online at 

www.quecheechurch.org or contact us at quecheechurch@gmail.com. n 

1905 Quechee Main Street | P.O. Box 513 | Quechee, VT 05059
www.quecheechurch.org | quecheechurch@gmail.com

QUECHEE CHURCH
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GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN WOODSTOCK

Virginia Dean with David Barrell

According to local historians, and 
probably not surprisingly, the 
identity of Quechee has been 

closely linked to the 41.4-mile long 
Ottauquechee River that winds through 
the small hamlet of just over 600 
residents and has carved out of the 
landscape changes in topography as a 
tributary of the Connecticut River that 
flows to the Long Island Sound.

Although the course of the river has 
directed the intentional placement of 
residential, industrial and commercial 
buildings, the backbone of the district is 
Quechee Main Street that extends in an 
east-west direction, parallel and to the 
north of the Ottauquechee River. 

In total, the district is comprised of 
73 properties. Most are set close to the 
road in small lots and are residential in nature. The majority are one to two 
stories, housing single-families, as they were in the 18th and 19th centuries 
when millworkers comprised the majority of the population. 

Here, in Part I of this series, we will provide an anecdotal history of how these 21st 
century homes came to be and some of the stories that gave each the character that 
makes it unique today.

To begin, the road that veers off in a westerly direction from U.S. Route 4 by 
the Fat Hat Factory was originally known as Shallis Hill Road and later became 

the Clubhouse Road, so named because 
of the Trout Club that sat behind the 
current gray house at the corner of Hard 
Road. The Club was owned by A.G. 
Dewey who settled in the Quechee area 
around 1836, establishing a woolen mill.

“It was a popular spot for members of 
the Lakota Club in Barnard to stop on 
the way back from Dartmouth football 
games, drop a line in the small pond to 
the rear of the house and party down,” 
David Barrell recalled. “Most Quechee 
Lakes Landowner members assumed that 
the name Clubhouse Road emanated 
from the fact that the Quechee Club was 
several miles down the road. However, it 
bore that name before real estate investor 
L. John Davidson transformed the valley.”

Through the years, however, the 
Trout Club became a residence and fell 

into disrepair becoming an unsightly entrance to the Quechee community. 
In 1989, local residents Barrell and business partner Charles Jameson bought 

the property and began renovations as well as putting up the three-unit 
Millbrook condos on the adjacent property. Recently, the single residence has 
had a garage with cupula added.

 “The old eyesore is difficult to envision today,” said Barrell. ”We literally had 
to chase rats out of the basement before restoration began. I remember that 
Charlie was having drinks with some friends the evening that we made the deal 

The Changing Face of Quechee Main Street

506 On �e River Inn is a 45 room 
family-run boutique hotel on the 
banks of the O�auquchee River.
Conveniently located just a few 

minutes from the picture-book village 
of Woodstock, named as one of the 

pre�iest towns in America.

Phone: (802) 457-5000
Email:reservations@ontheriverwoodstock.com

www.ontheriverwoodstock.com

�e 506 Bistro 
and Bar serves a 
seasonal menu 

featuring Vermont 
highlights.

Late 1800s Main Street with many trees lining the thoroughfare. On the left is the  J.C. 
Parker house, and up the street on the right is the Quechee Congregational Church.
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Out Of This World Gifts
Beautiful Jewelry • Fine Crafts

Unusual Pocket Knives • Ingenious Presents

Monday – Friday 9:30 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday 9:30 am – 5:30 pm
Sunday 10:00 am – 4:30 pm

www.unicornvt.com
C E L E B R A T I N G  4 1  Y E A R S

15 Central Street
Woodstock, Vermont
(802) 457-2480

GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN WOODSTOCK

and announced what we were doing. ‘Oh my gosh,’ exclaimed one of Quechee’s 
grand dames, that’s where I lost my virginity!’”

At the top of the 
hill is the Fat Hat 
corner that Joan 
Eckert, formerly of 
South Royalton and 
Quechee, founded in 
the early 1980s as a 
retail and production 
site for her new line of 
hats and ladies wear. 

“The corner now 
also houses Chef 
Brad’s Crazy Side 
eatery with all of its 
funkiness and great 
vittles,” Barrell said.

Down the road is the Strong House Spa in the Federal-style brick building at 
the corner of Quechee Main Street and Dewey’s Mill Road that once housed the 
Cevas Skiwear Company founded by Fred Andressen,and then a financial 
services firm owned by Amy Leavitt. “Sheila Armen and Shelly Yusko added a 
large event building to the Strong House Spa property that enhances the 
approach to downtown Quechee,” said Barrell.

Armen and Yusko purchased the 200-year-old Jedediah Strong House in 
1994, renovating the main building and adding an adjacent farmhouse studio to 
establish a massage clinic and teaching facility for therapists to teach classes in 
movement and advanced training.

According to historians, the House was built in 1815 by a local mill owner. 
Strong had purchased the land in the same year. He was a descendant of one of 

Continued on page 8

The Strong House circa 1815

E L L A W AY 
…personalized care for you and your home

EllawayPropertyservices .com
802.457.1040 ELL AWAY ʼS ATTIC 

Selective Consignment

ELLAWAY PROPERTY SERVICES

The area's premier management team 
for fine homes since 1999.

Managing all services and projects to the highest standard.

TThhee  YYaannkkeeee  BBooookksshhoopp  
Vermont’s Longest Running  

Independent Bookstore, since 1935 

 Books, Vinyl, Cards & Gifts  

12 Central Street 
Woodstock VT 05091 
802.457.2411  
wwwwww..yyaannkkeeeebbooookksshhoopp..ccoomm  
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Hartford’s earliest settlers, was a prominent local landowner who operated a 
successful sawmill and gristmill nearby. 

A few hundred yards from the Strong House is the The Quechee Inn at 
Marshland Farm Built in 1793, the inn was originally the home of Colonel 
Joseph Marsh IV, Vermont’s first lieutenant governor. Originally from 
Connecticut, Marsh arrived in Quechee in 1772 and the next year built the 
Georgian-style house opposite the Ottauquechee River, known as the 
Baronial Mansion. 
The self-sufficient 
farm housed Marsh, 
his wife, Dorothy 
Mason Marsh, and 
their twelve children. 

The farm was 
eventually left to one 
of his grandsons, 
Daniel. Over the next 
100+ years,  the 
property transferred 
to many hands 
including Charles 
Dempster Marsh, the great-great-great grandson of Colonel Joseph Marsh. 
In 1959, the Army Corps of Engineers condemned the property that they 
felt would be negatively impacted by the impending Hartland Dam Project. 
The landowners were given the option of buying back their homes at a 
nominal fee or moving the structure to higher ground. The house was moved 
90 feet west of its original location and 15 feet north of it. The cow barn and 
icehouse were destroyed and the horse barn was carried and attached to the 
section of the cow barn (now the innkeeper’s living quarters). 

Then, in 1968, Massachusetts real estate developer L. John Davidson 

purchased the farm, consisting of approximately 400 acres. The house became 
the first of many Quechee Lakes Corporation office locations throughout the 
village. In 1970, Davidson converted a portion of the barn into a stable for the 
use of the QLC landowners. By 1975, and to meet the demand for overnight 
accommodations, the Corporation converted the farmhouse into a 17-room inn. 
Mike and Barbara Yaroshuk, a Washington, D.C. attorney for a major Indian 
tribe, bought the inn in the late 1970s.

“Mike was responsible for bringing the Balloon Festival to Quechee and was 
very active in golf and 
tennis until his 
untimely death in his 
mid ’40s,” said Barrell.

The inn now 
includes 22 guest 
rooms, three suites, a 
dining restaurant, and 
common area for 
v a r i o u s  s o c i a l 
funct ions .  The 
Quechee Inn at 
Marshland Farm 
opened officially with a 
gala celebration on 

March 31, 1975. Over 200 guests attended the reception, including the great-
great-great granddaughter of Colonel Joseph Marsh.

Davidson had come to Vermont with a vision, to build a vacation resort 
while maintaining the historical past. The Quechee Inn at Marshland Farm fit 
perfectly into his concept.

In Part II of The Changing Face of Quechee Main Street, after continuing 
down Quechee Main Street from the Quechee Covered Bridge and, figuratively 
speaking, visiting some more homes along the way, we will learn how Davidson’s 
vision materialized. n

QUECHEE MAIN STREET – continued from page 7

Front view of Marshland Farms circa 1900. Courtesy of the Hartford Historical Society

Brooke Hague Trottier
Attorney At Law, LLC

Real Estate Law
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

309 Main Street | PO Box 543 | Norwich, VT 05055

By Appointment Only:
T’Other House | 4 The Green | Woodstock, VT 05091

Phone: (802) 889-9401 | Fax: (802) 889-9402
brooke@btrottierlaw.com

GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN WOODSTOCK
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ANIMALS RULE

ORGANIC TICK & 
MOSQUITO CONTROL

SAFE FOR YOUR

(603) 838-PURE . PURESOLUTIONS.COM/UV

PETS  
FAMILY
ENVIRONMENT

WILDER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

BUILDING

REMODELING

CUSTOM 
CABINETRY

William W. Dow
802-295-2915
Est. 1982
QLLA Approved Builder

Patt Taylor

Regan Taylor is our seven-year-old Golden Retriever. She is a special dog. My 
wife, Ginny, and I live in Quechee. Over the years, we have owned many 
Golden Retrievers including puppies and golden rescue dogs. Eight years 

ago, after taking a long break from the loss of rescue goldens, Busta and Simba, 
Ginny reluctantly okay’d getting a new dog as long as it was a female and was not 
a rescue. As a volunteer 
with Friends of Veterans 
in White River Junction, 
I had been thinking of a 
different approach with a 
new puppy. 

A f t e r  w o r k i n g 
first-hand with hundreds 
of veterans, I was 
beginning to understand 
the stress when our 
military personnel are 
asked to do tasks that 
most of us would prefer 
not to do. Particularly 
noticeable was the impact 
shown from those 
returning from the Middle 
East and other war-torn 
areas. I also observed that, 
for most of us living in the 
northeast, we do not 
realize how serious the veteran issues are in our two-state area. People think there 
are no large military complexes nearby so we don’t have many veterans and 
therefore we don’t have serious veteran issues. The fact is that between New 
Hampshire and Vermont, we have many reserve and National Guard units that 
have been activated several times and sent into war-torn areas. On a per capita 
basis, both New Hampshire and Vermont have some highest veteran rates both 
in terms of residence in the states, homelessness and mortality  during the height 
of the Middle East wars.  The personal stress of being in a combat zone combined 
with the family stress of having to leave a job and being deployed multiple times 
can be overwhelming.

With the above in mind, we set out to find a very calm female Golden 
Retriever with the purpose of training the dog to be a certified therapy dog. In 

July 2003, we found Regan in East Thetford, and, after Regan was around six 
months old, Regan and I began detailed training to get ready for certification. 
We trained together. Ginny took copious notes and provided ongoing feedback. 
A therapy dog evaluator suggested that Regan was ready for the thirteenth phase 
exam even though Regan was less than one-year-old. I elected to have the 
evaluation completed in Savannah, GA, on a stifling hot day. The testing 
requires that all phases must be passed or the dog and trainer start all over again 

months later. Of course, 
witnessing two dogs fail the 
very first phase was not a 
pleasant way to start. 
However, Regan moved right 
along, passing all initial tests 
and even correcting her 
handler (me) a couple of 
times. One of the big tests was 
being able to walk around red 
meat and obey the “leave it” 
command. Regan and I 
trained on MacDonald’s 
chicken nuggets many times 
before the test day! Of note is 
that test is extremely 
important because if a dog is 
in a hospital setting and a pill 
is dropped, it could be fatal to 
the dog if she ate the pill. 
Needless to say, Regan passed 
this phase and all other phases 
to become a therapy dog at an 
extremely young age. She is 
registered through Therapy 
Dogs International.

For the last several years, we have visited the White River Junction VA 
center, going to both the medical side and the psychiatric unit. We also 
volunteer with a dementia center in South Carolina. The ultimate reward is to 
watch Regan interact with a PTSD veteran. She will just lie on the floor and 
snuggle next to the veteran. We both took last year off because of selling our 
house and various family medical issues; however, the plan is to be right back at 
this volunteer work in 2020. n

Regan the Therapy Dog Improves the Lives of Others
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Stephen Handley, Jr.

Dolls and marbles have been found in 
Egyptian tombs as early as 1100 BCE. 
Whether they were toys of the deceased or 

meant to accompany them in the afterlife is 
unknown, but some anthropologists believe the 
objects were placed in tombs to protect people in 
their next lives. 

Throughout Western history, these playthings 
have not only been vehicles to inspire learning and 
foster creativity, but have symbolized the very 
essence of youth itself and, as such, are a way for 
adults to connect back to their childhood psyche, 
bringing about memories of days gone by. 

These relics of symbolic play can also be found in 
our own backyard at 5573 Woodstock Road in 
Quechee. There, over 100,000 toys can be found in 
the 3,700-square-foot Vermont Toy Museum, owned 
and managed by local resident Gary Neil. 

Formerly an antique dealer, Neil began collecting 
coin-operated items such as jukeboxes and battery-
operated toys. Space toys came next, as he followed 

his interest in the space program. He also noticed 
that lunch boxes “were a great sliver of our past that 
reminded people not of the TV show or movie, but 
that were part of who they were.” 

Neil studied business at Penn State and has a 
background in consumer psychology. He moved to 
California when Star Wars arrived and went to yard 
sales. He returned east to Vermont with his wife, 
Robin, and children 32 years ago. 

A pair of toy inventors were on vacation in 
Quechee and saw robots at the Country Store that 
Neil and Robin owned and operated (where Cabot 
now is) and suggested opening a museum. He was 
reluctant at first, but people came back and showed 
others the toys they had in their youth. His mother 
also moved to Vermont in the mid-nineties and 
helped to catalog the toys. Now, when  generations 
of adults visit, they frequently exclaim, “I had one of 
those!” “They were getting in touch with their 
past,” explained Neil. 

The toys are categorized by decade and display 
what was happening in the industry at the time. 
“This museum and its toys are really an era, and it’s 
primarily about American toys and memories and 
experiences kids had who grew up during the last 
sixty years,” said Neil. 

Most people aren’t interested in toys from the 
1930s, he noted, but nonetheless he has books 
about them. “The very first American toys were 
made by blacksmiths,” said Neil. “They made cap 
guns and cap canes; the earliest ones were from the 
Civil War and were able to be produced when the 
war ended.” 

Cast iron banks were made and some were 
animated. Cracker Jack boxes originally contained 
loose lead toys. Play-Doh originated as a chemical 
for removing wallpaper. Slinkies sprang onto the 
scene in 1949, invented by a Navy man. “It starts to 
show that things that had low technology but were 
very durable were in parlor rooms of homes,” said 
Neil. “So, when kids came over on Sunday after 
church, they wouldn’t break.”

The Vermont Toy Museum: A Connection to the Past
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“Toys are evolving inventions that change with 
the times,” Neil said. Paper dolls were popular from 
the 1880s to 1930s. Redline Hot Wheels cast iron 
cars competed with Matchbox; wooden cars were 
invented by a parent for a school project, replacing 
the spider his daughter took to school with something 
more appropriate. Chemistry sets would get damaged 
by the chemicals they contained. Before Gameboy, 
there were Travel time toys that could be played in a 
car with a magnet or beads. Bagatelle is a children’s 
game that became today’s pinball. The fictional 
cowboy hero, Hopalong Cassidy, was the first lunch 
box – in vinyl, metal, and then plastic. Trolls were 
originally called Wish Nicks. “A wish would come 
true if you’d pet its hair,” said Neil. “Before comics, 
you had storytellers. Suddenly, you knew what 
Batman or Superman looked like.”  

The 1950s had few TV shows including westerns, 
space travel, Micky Mouse, and Howdy Doody, 
which coincided with the Baby Boom generation. 
“Billions of dollars were made from toys during the 
Baby Boom generation,” said Neil. 

Toys came out by mail in ‘wish books’ in which 
children circled what they wanted and hoped their 
parents would buy. This was a precursor to today’s 
Amazon and PayPal with overnight UPS delivery. 

The 1960s brought on more technology – like 
Rock ‘Em Sock ‘Em Robots, the biggest TV budget 
ever. Barbie came out in 1959 and became very 
popular in the ’60s. Boys played with GI Joe action 
figures. Space toys were also popular in the form of 
ray guns, robots, and rockets. 

The 1970s brought on “the traveling public that 
now has disposable income,” explained Neil. “They 
are the ones travelling with their kids. There’s a 
connection to their past. They use their imagination 
to describe how they played with the toy.” 

In the 1980s, Ghostbusters, Transformers, and 
Disney movies and their subsequent toys led the way 
for other such character toys as My Little Pony and 
Strawberry Shortcake.

The 1990s introduced Power Ranger and Batman 
movies. “And Arnold Schwarzenegger was huge the 
whole decade-long,” noted Neil, adding that parents 
bought “whatever they thought their kid would 
want to be” – a magician or cook.  

When alone, kids played with coloring books, 
sand pails, puppets, Colorforms, puzzles, or with a 
stuffed animal to whom they could confess secrets or 
emotions. “There’s a connection there,” said Neil. 
“You can remember the smell of your toy... it’s with 
real heart.” 

A friend from Pixar Animation Studios in 
California sends Gary toys he’s had from the last 20 
years, still in the box. He plans to fill an empty space 
in the museum with them as well as Pokémon and 
Evil Knievel playsets. “I didn’t build the museum to 
show rarities; I built it to make everybody happy,” 
stated Neil. 

 The museum’s centerpiece is a train set replica of 
US Route 4. Aerial photography was used by two 
men and shows changing seasons. Killington and 
Pico are featured, along with 23,000 trees stretching 
from Mendon, VT to Whitehall, NY. The set was 
sold to Neil by the owner of Sugar and Spice 
Restaurant in Mendon, VT.

Toy marketing comes in a variety of forms. 
When a parent opened a savings account, the child 

would receive a miniature bank. McDonalds offered 
toys in Happy Meals. Pez dispensers were contained 
in toys. He-Man had a swamp figure that smelled 
like grass. Strawberry Shortcake had scents of 
tangerine and lemon. 

A hundred years ago, people found toys from the 
Sears and Roebuck catalogue. Mail-order was simple, 
and Sears became the vehicle to buy items. Later, 
one could buy from local groceries, hardware stores, 
and drug stores. Then came five-and-dime stores and 
specialty companies like Toys “R” Us “with higher 
quality and greater depth of variety,” said Neil. “If we 
can connect with people so they understand that 
when they come here, hopefully they’ll leave with a 
smile,” said Neil. “It’s great when they find something 
they or their friends had and remember a time in 
their life that was simpler.”

The Museum is open daily from 10am-5pm. 
Admission is $4, and is free for children five-and-
under and seniors 75-and-up. Group rates and 
private tours are available. For more information or 
to loan or donate items, call 802-295-1550. n

SBLA
SHEPARD BUTLER LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATES

sblainc.com
Celebrating 40 years of Landscape Architecture.
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But Davidson hadn’t just arrived in Vermont to save a small mill town. He had 
something else in mind, something he said had never been done in real estate – 
not even today. “I had to find a balance between a quiet but practical situation,” 
he said. “I knew that I couldn’t just bring back the town and land and then leave. 

I had to figure out how to maintain them.”
So, Davidson came up with a few 

“inventions,” as he called them, to not only 
preserve the environment and its holdings 
but to generate monies to sustain them. 
Enter the single-family condominium.

“I wanted the homes and exterior yards 
to be under control of an association in 
order not to have them fall into disrepair or 
have some kind of crazy colors,” he said. 
“And, I wanted to maintain a rural feel. 
With the open land, I came up with a valley 
floor that would be preserved to look the 
same as the pastures it contained, so I put 
in two golf courses.”

One day, as Davidson took his children 
on a ride in an off-road vehicle around the 
open land, one of his daughters looked up 
at him and asked, “Where are the deer 
going to live?”

“And that became the heart of the land 
plan that I finally created,” said 
Davidson.

As a result, Davidson dedicated half 
his project to a permanent greenbelt, 
composed of 2-3,000 acres that would 
preserve the integrity and natural 
beauty of the valley. 

The original Quechee Lakes Master 
Plan was approved on September 27, 
1971 and was based on a letter 
submitted to the Planning Commission 
by Davidson. In May 1980, the Master 
Plan was amended twice; and again in 
1982 and 1984 with several more over 
the years.

Davidson was unwavering in his 
mission to preserve the nostalgia and 
old-fashioned values threaded into a 
resort area for families to visit and/or 
reside. 

the largest and most successful developments in New England, Davidson knew 
he had some hard work to do, for when he arrived in the village of Quechee in 
the mid-1960s from his home state of Massachusetts, he was shocked and 
saddened by what he saw.

“I found a very depressed place,” Davidson 
said recently. “Rats were walking along the 
main street, the mill was closed, the Parker 
House roof had caved in from a fire, the town 
had a stone wall running down the street 
that had crumbled, and the covered bridge 
had fallen down during the 1938 hurricane.”

Undaunted, Davidson was resolute to 
bring the tiny village back to life. “I was 
determined to buy every one of the 70 houses 
and restore them, including the stone wall,” 
said Davidson. “It took four years to research 
who owned what and to make a deal with 
property owners within a $2 million budget.”

And so, between 1965-1970, Davidson 
went door to door, shaking the hands of 
owners, most of whom had farms, and 
negotiating prices of sale. As a young man, 
he graduated from Phillips Andover and 
Harvard University. He worked in his 
father’s restaurants, was on air patrol in 
the Korean War and later operated 
clothing stores in Cambridge and 
Andover, MA. 

Most importantly, having grown up 
in Andover, across from a dairy farm, 
Davidson was familiar with the lifestyle 
that went with it. “I milked cows and 
had a paper route for the Saturday 
Evening Post,” Davidson recalled. “So, I 
knew what it was like to run a dairy 
farm. I had a way of talking that people 
of that background understood.”

Not one owner held out from 
selling. “More than one looked me 
straight in the eye, shook hands and 
sometimes with tears in their eyes 
asked me to take care of their land,” 
Davidson said. “They had put their 
whole lives into it, and so I did.”

JOHN DAVIDSON – continued from page 1

One of the many views that convinced John Davidson that Quechee was the perfect location for his development

L. John Davidson (left) presented his namesake Davidson Trophy to 1974 
Quechee Club champion Bill Purcell.

A model of the construction on Clubhouse to be completed in April 1974
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“The greenbelt gave room for trails and wildlife in a perfect setting,” said 
Davidson. “The hills displayed the beauty of Vermont with the valley below 
and the river running through it.”

Phidias Dantos –  a close friend and business partner of Davidson – first 
worked with him to defeat urban renewal in Andover. Afterward, the two 
formed Danton Realty Trust. Following their work in Andover, Davidson 
developed Quechee Lakes of which Dantos was the Club Manager from 
1973-74. As such, some of Dantos’ duties included overseeing the restaurant, 
pool, exercise room, and squash courts, among other areas.

“John definitely fulfilled his mission,” said Dantos. “The proof is in the 
eating. He helped to preserve the pristine Vermont hillside by camouflaging all 
the condo units. I remember him saying that no one should have to look at a 
laundry line of drying clothes. A genius he was.”

Today, there are over 1,700 homes and condominiums in the Quechee 
development where Davidson rebuilt the covered bridge, restored the mill and 

Phidias Dantos
Publisher’s Note: An affable American Greek, Phidias Dantos was (and still 

is) dashing, vivacious and very charming. And, boy, does he have stories to tell...
some fit for mainstream consumption and others, not so much! I had the pleasure 
of hearing a few during our recent chat about the early days of Quechee.

“Did you hear about the Thanksgiving story,” Phid asked me? I had not 
but was eager to listen now. 

In his Massachusetts accent, he proceeded to tell me…
“Al Moulton called me up and said, ‘Phid, I need you to come be our 

Club Manager. I had to 
fire so-and-so’” [Al 
Moulton was the 
President of the 
Q u e c h e e  L a k e s 
Corporation at that 
time]. Phid had just sold 
the Hotel Coolidge in 
White River Jct. and 
thus had the time and 
opportunity to take 
over. What he didn’t 
know was how bad 
things had become at 
the Club.

This was the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving. 
Phid took stock of the 
situation, gathered the 
unruly staff, and told 
them how he expected 

things to be from then on. “I had very high standards, you know, and we 
would do it right!” Come Monday morning, Phid had a mutiny on his 
hands... no one showed up!

Phid reminded me that this was now three days before Thanksgiving. He 
had reservations for more than 80 people and the place was a mess! Much 
of the silverware had been pilfered, dishes and glassware had been broken, 
and nothing edible was to be found.  

“So, I called my friend, the food and beverage manager at the Hanover 
Inn, and asked him, ‘Do you have linens, silverware, and glassware for 10 
tables of 8 I can use for Thanksgiving Day?’” “Sure! Bring your van and we’ll 
load you up.”

Next he needed staff. Phid then asked Chef Ron, his highly regarded chef 
from the Hotel Coolidge, who was off on Thursday, if he would be willing to 
cook the ten or more turkeys and all of the fixings for Thanksgiving dinner, 
and could he put together a team of servers and kitchen help...

“So, in two days’ time, we somehow pulled all of the pieces into place and 
put on a spread that was perfect! People are still talking about it!”

“Now, the lobster bake did not work out so well…,” he said with a 
chuckle. n

relocated other buildings throughout the town. He developed ski trails and 
built ski lifts for residents, two championship golf courses, two lakes and a 
50-mile trail system.

His farmstead concept was unique to the real estate industry, and he was the 
first to offer the single-family home as a condominium.

At 89 years old, Davidson currently resides in Atkinson, NH where he 
continues to have an active life. The key to his successful venture in Vermont, 
he related, was due to a variety of  factors.

“It was the dedication of space, the restriction of cutting down trees, the 
enforcement of their covenant, the benefits derived from a single-family 
condominium being controlled by the association, the farmsteads that made it 
possible to restrict development, the control of the improvements of the 
downtown area, and the restoration of the mill,” said Davidson. “It’s a 
complicated world, and it’s nice to preserve (a part of Vermont’s history).” n

Phidias Dantos, Quechee Club Manager 1973-74
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QUECHEE GARDEN CLUB

Left: Joyce Baldwin, Isabel Weatherdon, and Meg Reid at the Holiday Tea. Right: Eleanor Shepard and Ginia Allison at the December 
Holiday Tea at the Quechee Club with Gingerbread theme. 

Left: Wreath decorating project for Jakes Quechee Market with Rosemarie Scibetta, Jeanette Veverka, Joyce Baldwin, Jackie Coyne, Gail 
Fancher. Right:  Joan Baret, Marge Stamm, and Julia Boulbol enjoying the Holiday Tea. 

Upcoming Events 
February 13, 1pm, Davidson’s:  
A Valentine Tea complete with 
finger sandwiches, scones, and 
fruit tarts. Reservations and 
donation needed.

March 5, 1pm, Quechee Club: 
Elisabeth Cadle will speak about 
Tending Both Inner and Outer 
Landscapes – Contemplative 
Garden Practices.

April 2, 1pm Q Club:  
Miniature Arrangements.  
Bring your own small container 
and make a tea cup sized flower 
arrangement.

May 2, 9am-12pm:  
Quechee Green-up Day

May 7, 1pm Quechee Club: 
Program featuring Matt Mattus 
speaking on Gardens Around  
the World

May 23, Quechee Village Green: 
Quechee Garden Club Plant Sale

June 10,11:30am:  
Annual Meeting and Luncheon
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Kate Schaal

For two January weeks Visible in Vermont: Our Stories, 
Our Voices, a photography exhibit, circled the main 
room of the Quechee Library. The photographs of 

People of Color were labeled not only with their 
Vermont towns but with statements about encountered 
micro-aggressions. It drew viewers from around the 
Upper Valley and further. 

Then on Saturday morning, Jan. 25, fifty people 
gathered downstairs to hear a panel of Hartford residents, 
moderated by Sha’an Mouliert of St. Johnsbury. For all 
present, whether a grandparent or a young Vermont Law 
School student, it has to have been a memorable hour 
yielding deeper understanding. 

 This was the intent of the exhibit, presented by the 
Root Social Justice Center and supported by 
a Vermont Humanities Council grant: to 
provide an opportunity for reflection by 
majority white communities which may be 
unaware of the impact of racial micro-
aggressions. Where the most hostile and 
aggressive forms of racism may not be 
tolerated, the harms of bias, ambivalence and 
persistent trivialization may well persist. 
Comments attached to the photos reveal 
assumptions that a woman of color is the 
‘nanny,’ that a family is not a family due to its 
range of skin color, that Vermonters of color 
must be from elsewhere than this, their 
home. 

The four panel members, all residents of 
Hartford, spoke eloquently about the 
difficulties of growing up a minority in 
predominately white communities, shielded 
in childhood by parents who well understood 
not only overt racism but harmful bias. Asma 
Elhuni immigrated to the United States 
when she was two years old. Lead organizer 
now for the United Valley Interfaith Project, 
she moved to Vermont from a much more 
diverse Georgia and found this state’s 
demographic particularly difficult. 
“Something has to be done to transform our 
society... racism is taught. People aren’t 
inherently bad.” she said, after movingly 
describing her search for her own identity as 
a Muslim. 

Kale Camara, a Dartmouth College junior 
living in White River Jct, next spoke about 

both race and gender, after self-identifying as queer and 
biracial. From Maryland, Camara spoke about how “my 
mom plotted privilege for me.” Born to a white mother 
and black father from Ghana, Camara finds Dartmouth 
“stifling... with roots that make it today (still) a bad 
place to be.” Describing stresses from a lack of gender-
neutral campus bathrooms  and new solace of the White 
River, this speaker relayed anxieties, even from 
unintended acts, occurring in daily life and urged people 
to read more for better understanding of differences.

Jameson Christopher, the third panel member, is a 
Quechee resident, a Vermont Law School student, and 
Hartford Selectboard member. Noting he prefers to be 
identified as black or Afro-American rather than a 
person of color, he told some of his life story as a son of 
the first black Connecticut State Police captain and a 

black New Haven nutritionist. They 
protected him, he later learned, from bias 
and injustice in that community toward the 
young talented black pitcher and 
quarterback. He noted that now it is 
sometimes most difficult to talk to white 
liberals, and that he tries not to speak too 
much in class on racial issues, “if I keep 
speaking for you on racial issues, how do you 
learn?” He extended greetings throughout 
the room at the conclusion of the program, 
appreciative of the opportunity provided, at 
his suggestion, by the library for this 
intermingling. He is now in the process of 
changing his name from Jameson Davis to 
Jameson Christopher (his middle name) as 
another step toward his identity as a black 
man. 

The final panelist, Alicia Maddox, was 
unable to attend but appeared via video. 
Born in rural Maine and now living in White 
River Jct., she spoke of her “rainbow family” 
and how her passion is “ensuring that our 
society is one to pass on to my children... 
from the moment my very dark son was born, 
I started seeing things very differently in 
‘welcoming’ Vermont.” 

At 12:30, the program ended but many 
stayed for an hour or more, talking in small 
groups in different parts of the library, often 
walking around looking again at the photos 
and no doubt thinking of the additional 
burdens carried by those portrayed. n

Visible Exhibit: Creating a Deeper Understanding of Racism

Panelist Alicia Maddox of White River Junction was  
featured with her family in the photo exhibit.

EXPERIENCE

STRONGHOUSESPA.COM

Often Copied...
Never Duplicated

GIFT CERTIFICATES ONLINE

Asma Elhuni (above left ), a Hartford resident and lead organizer of the 
United Valley Interfaith Project, was one of the panelists at the Quechee 
Library on January 25. Statements above include: “What is that on your 
head?” “A white Vermonter asked me if I am here legally. I am Puerto Rican!” 
“How did you win your city council election knowing you’re not from here?” 
“I feel so bad for how your people were treated.” 
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QUECHEE LIBRARY NEWS

Wowbrary? It’s an odd name and, in some ways, a paradox. As a 
small Vermont library, we have contracted with a California 
non-profit to use electronic resources (our online catalog system, 

social media, and newsletters) to hopefully re-establish the traditional fun 
of browsing for your next read. Instead of necessarily going to the trending 
titles (like Where the Crawdads Sing) and bestseller lists, patrons will have 
the option of browsing the library’s new acquisitions each week. Holds are 
easily placed for any item of interest.Then, there’s the traditional next 
step of coming through the doors to pick up the book or DVD. Once 
inside, people will hopefully enjoy browsing the physical shelves and pick 
up a bookmark listing various programs. A further look around will reveal 
‘pop-up’ exhibits and, in March, a very special traveling exhibit:

David Macaulay, an internationally bestselling writer and illustrator 
(think The Way Things Work), lives in Norwich. The Vermont Arts 
Council has put together a traveling exhibit of images from eight of his 
books, offering a glimpse of his work process with both preliminary 
sketches and finished art. According to the artist, the books represented 
in the exhibit “range from the history of architecture and the workings of 
technology to aspects of the human body, the decline of society, and why 
a chicken once crossed a road.” The spacious auditorium at the Wilder 
Club and Library, 78 Norwich Ave, Wilder will host the main exhibit in 
March while several pieces of the art will come to Quechee Library for 
additional display. This is definitely an exhibit for all ages.

Vermont Humanities Council is another partner as we once again 
participate in Vermont Reads, the statewide one-book community 
reading program. Our proposed discussion series has won us 40 copies of 
the book. They are now available for borrowing (or keeping to pass 
along). Also available to borrow are DVDs of the film based on the same 
2020 title, The Hate U Give. Planned programs, all at 5pm with 
refreshments fitting the hour, include a book/film discussion on Monday, 
March 16. This portrait of a teenage black girl and her two communities 
– neighborhood and private school – illuminates police violence, racism 
and young love.

On a date to soon be announced on the library website, join in the 
viewing of the documentary, Change the Subject, and then a conversation 
with one of the librarians involved in the filmmaking story. A few 
Dartmouth students and staff members produced this film to capture their 
confrontation of anti-immigrant sentiment found in library catalogs. 
From Baker-Berry Library to the halls of Congress the group pled their 
case. Note, too, our related display about Melvil Dewey, creator of the 
Dewey Decimal System, and librarian Dorothy Porter who years later 
challenged the Eurocentricism of that Dewey classification system.

The historical fiction group, led by Jim and Meg Schmidt, will 
provide a complimentary book discussion to Vermont Reads on 
Wednesday, April 1, on The Revisioners by Margaret Wilkerson 
Sexton. The novel weaves among generations from days of slavery 
through today. 

Meanwhile, mystery lovers continue to meet on the first Monday of 
each month at 4pm to talk about murder and mayhem. Jane Harper is the 
author for March, Dick Francis for April and Paul Doiron for May. Sci Fi 
readers meet on the last Monday of each month at 6pm. The February 
24th title is Ready Player One.

Special kids’ programs include Valentine’s Day craft activities on 
Friday, the 14th from 3-4pm and a STEM program about paper 
airplanes on Friday, March 20 at 10:30am.

Along with many other libraries expanding services with 
non-traditional lending items, we are making several available. Patrons 
planning parties can borrow folding tables, chairs, games, and even the 
punch bowl with cups. It’s just another way of sharing community. Our 
punch bowl has to impart celebration. It was left to the library by Theo 
and Harry Howe, the neighbors who shoveled our walkways well into 
their eighties, brought us extra garden produce, and recalled years of 
growing up in Tunbridge, being St. Lawrence University’s campus 
physician and wife, then running a beef cattle farm – all before moving 
to Quechee. It is just that kind of community relationship that sustains 
the library and supports those who come in. n

AROUND TOWN
The Village at WRJ Wins Architecture and Design 
Award and Announces First Artist-In-Residence 

The Village at White River Junction has been announced as the 
winner of the 6th annual Senior Housing News (SHN) Architecture 
& Design Awards for Assisted Living. (www.shnawards.com).

More than 100 communities across the country and beyond submitted 
new construction and renovation projects, vying for top honors.

Since 2013, the SHN Architecture & Design Awards have celebrated 
unique projects and companies that are improving the lives of seniors 
through innovative design. A team of 
expert panelists from the senior living 
industry judges entries across ten 
categories, evaluating design and aesthetic 
criteria, landscape, architecture, 
community functionality and integration, 
and more.

“We were honored to be nominated for 
this prestigious award and absolutely 
thrilled to have won, amongst such an 
impressive field,” says co-developer 
Brooke Ciardelli. “Since its inception, 
The Village has prided itself on its cultural 
links to the wider White River Junction 
community and to be recognized by SHN 
is confirmation that what we have created 
here is truly special.”

A m o n g s t  t h e 
d i s t inc t ions  which 
separated The Village from 
the field were the promotion 
of cultural engagement with 
the wider local community. 
Resident Artist initiatives, 
close links with nearby 
Northern Stage, a detailed 
program of public events 
and easy access to local arts, 
cultural and culinary 
establishments ensure The 
Village and its residents 
integrate well into 
downtown White River 
Junction.
 Local musicians appointed as joint Artists-in-Residence

National touring bluegrass musicians Jakob Breitbach and Jes 
Raymond have been appointed the inaugural Artists-in-Residence of The 
Village at White River Junction. The program offers complimentary 
studio space in exchange for providing ongoing entertainment and 
interaction with community residents. 

Executive Director, Jodi Egger said, “They are also very kind people. 
Our residents are gaining tremendous personal enjoyment by listening to 
them play and also by building personal relationships with them. Their 
music is bringing a lot of joy to people.”

Jakob says, “I am delighted to be a part of The Village…This is a space 
to explore music and art with all ages with openness and creativity.” 

The Artist-in-Residence concept was part of the early development of 
the building, co-developer Byron Hathorn said. “Music communicates in 
a universal way that can’t be matched by any other medium. It entertains 
and enriches lives by opening minds and expressing emotions that make 
life better.”

The Village has dedicated spaces to foster the arts. Historic downtown 
White River Junction offers a rich cultural district within two blocks of 
The Village.

For more information, contact Brooke Ciardelli, co-developer at The 
Village at White River Junction, 917-370-6823, brooke@brookeciadelli.
com, www.thevillageatwrj.com. n

Dr. Solow, former Quechee 
resident and retired Professor 
of Psychology from Dartmouth 
Geisel School of Medicine, in 
Teddy’s Pub at The Village at 
White River Junction
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REAL ESTATE SALES & RENTALS    802-295-1999    www.QuecheeHomes.com

Dramatic 180-degree views over lake, river 
and golf courses. Architect designed pre-
built home allowing you to fine tune the 
details and finishes to fit your own personal 
needs. Currently 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths 
but with room to expand. Convenient 
location, amazing vistas and elegant design. 
QUECHEE $1,995,000 MLS 4730371

A magical house with beautiful setting. 
Unique and cozy with wonderful spaces and 
finishes. Plenty of nooks and open spaces. 
Great location and excellent stone work. 
A one of a kind home that will capture 
your heart and imagination. QUECHEE 
$325,000 MLS 4780011

 LAND & LOTS

Spectacular views!! Water, mountains, meadows, red barns, 2 states and more.  Red Barn 
Farms has it all and you can be a part of it.  You can purchase a home site and build your 
dream home in this lovely community. The infrastructure is in place and the first home is 
completed and a second on its way. Give us a call and come take a look while lots are still 
available. QUECHEE NON-QLLA $397,000  MLS 4414987

 CONDOS & TOWNHOMES

 RECENTLY SOLD Want to add your property to our  
ever growing list of sold real estate?  

Thought about buying a new home or selling your old one?  
Quechee Associates has been serving Quechee Lakes  

and the surrounding area for almost 40 years.  
We would love to talk to you about  
any and all of your real estate needs  

so please contact us for a free consultation.

 *This is not meant as a solicitation to those already working with a real estate professional *

QUECHEE $485,000 MLS 4653054QUECHEE $1,347,500 MLS 4710699

SOLD
SOLD

QUECHEE $1,225,000 MLS 4779245 QUECHEE $335,000 MLS 4779978

SOLD
SOLD

WOODSTOCK $550,000 MLS4737344 QUECHEE $550,000  MLS 4759176

SOLD
SOLD

THETFORD $285,000 MLS 4726396 QUECHEE $195,000 MLS 4718718

SOLD
SOLD

Enchanted cottage in the woods full of 
charm with exceptional interior finishes. 
Complete with a fully finished “bonus” 
room and 3/4 bathroom. Extra building 
with relaxing space and storage. 
Wonderfully cozy and conveniently 
located. QUECHEE $325,000 MLS 
4779687

5 bedroom home overlooking the 
Ottauquechee river. Walking distance to 
village, Lake Pinneo and the golf course. 
Recently renovated with new windows, 
new kitchen, new garage, porches and 
more. Lovely flat back yard. QUECHEE 
$425,000 MLS 4714563

QUECHEE $185,000 MLS 4372980ENFIELD $122,500  MLS 4770109

SOLD
SOLD

 REPRESENTING SELLERS AND BUYERS  
 IN QUECHEE FOR OVER 30 YEARS
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Ron Dull

The wise old adage is, “If you can walk, then 
you can snowshoe.” Generally, I’d say that is 
true, but not necessarily so. There are always 

exceptions to any rule which can make the 
experience of watching amateur sports quite 
humorous at times. Snowshoeing, however, is easy 
to learn, and, in appropriate conditions, is a 
relatively safe recreational activity. Snowshoeing in 
icy, steep terrain can be more dangerous. So, keep 
that in mind.

The invention of the snowshoe goes back 
approximately 5,000 years to men who were tired 
and frustrated by their tasty dinner (the snowshoe 
rabbit) constantly escaping them. “How does he do 
that all of the time?” they’d ask each other as they 
sat around the campfire eating another bowl of 
cornmeal. They soon discerned that those huge back 
feet of the rabbit were actually very functional and 
good for more than simply making lucky charms on 
keyrings. They began weaving together wooden 
frames with rawhide laces and attaching the 
contraption to their feet. The snowshoe was 
invented! Rabbit stew was back on the menu! Life 
was good again!

Today snowshoeing by the masses is more a form 
of recreational hiking and running. This activity was 
considered to be a ludicrous idea and generally a 
waste of energy by early man who was merely trying 
to get something to eat as he strolled about the 
countryside. Running? Well, unless being pursued by 
a five-hundred-pound grizzly bear running anywhere 
like a rabbit was not considered a sport, except 
perhaps by the bear.

The webbed snowshoe as we know it today has 
direct origins to Native American indigenous people 
particularly the Huron, the Cree, the Iroquois and 
the Innuit. The Cree had shoes which were over six 
feet in length, the Iroquois used shorter and narrower 
ones for maneuvering in forested areas and the Plains 
Indians wore theirs on bison hunts before they 
discovered that horses were more useful. No, they 
did not wear the horses. They rode the horses instead 
of sneaking around in the snow on cold feet. See?

Snowshoes were essential tools for fur traders, 
trappers and anyone whose life or living depended 
on the ability to get around in areas of deep and 

frequent snowfall. They became popular with 
military troops during the winter. During the French 
and Indian War such conflicts as The Battle on 
Snowshoes (1758 near Lake George, New York) was 
fought in a reported four feet of soft snow. The 
British troops wore snowshoes. The French 
apparently had none and so sunk into the snow and 
let the enemy fire over their heads. Instance 
foxholes! People were shorter at that time. The 
French won.

In the late 20th century the snowshoe underwent 
a radical redesign. It started in the 1950s when the 
Vermont-based Tubbs company created the Green 
Mountain Bearpaw, which combined the shortness of 
that style with an even narrower width than had 
previously been used. This rapidly became one of the 
most popular snowshoes of its day. In 1972, experi-
menting with new designs in Washington’s Cascade 
Mountains, Gene and Bill Prater created the snowshoe 
as it is known today. They began using aluminum tubing 
and replaced the lace with neoprene and nylon dec

king. To make them easier to use in mountaineering, 
the Praters developed a hinged binding and 
added cleats to the bottom of the shoe.

Snowshoeing can offer both warm camaraderie 
and contemplative silence. I prefer the quiet but if I 
am with a group, I try to assure that there is at least 
one teenager or very fit young man or woman 
accompanying me. Why? Well, trail braking in new 
snow can be very tiring and requires up to 50% more 
energy than simply following behind, thus I feel the 
task should be undertaken by the younger 
athletes.  At my age I have found that this is a 
wonderful opportunity to hang near the end of the 
line and loudly discuss aliments such as arthritis, 
bursitis and even gout. Don’t forget to mention your 
grandchildren also.

Now, you might think that by following a path 
already blazoned by backcountry skiers would ease 
the burden. It doesn’t. It can actually make it more 
difficult with snowshoes while also destroying the ski 
track. Please, while you are snowshoeing, avoid 
walking in ski tracks on both the Golf Course and in 
the Wilderness Area of 5C. Instruct those energetic 
kids to make a new path for you to follow through 
the forest. Now, after a day of rigorous activity, you 
can expect a little soreness, particularly in the calf 
muscles. It doesn’t matter how many hours you 
might have put in at the gym. However, this too 
shall pass as the winter progresses. With the help of 
Advil and bourbon you will soon be fitter and 
happier for having stuck with the pastime.

Modern equipment can be rented at Henderson’s 
(Route 4 and the Base Lodge) for about $18/day and 
is highly recommended before you incur the expense 
of buying a pair of shoes (about $175 +/-). Try a trek 
around the golf course before venturing out into the 
Quechee Wilderness Area where the terrain is more 
variable. It turns out that even with modern 
equipment improvements to the snowshoe, going up 
is easier than going down in steep or icy conditions. 
So, be careful out there, enjoy our beautiful, improved 
trail system and pack a picnic for a wonderful, 
inspiring day in the great Vermont outdoors. Be sure 
to eat your lunch at the bottom of a steep, icy hill and 
enjoy a day of entertainment in the woods.

See you on the trails!
Cap’n Ron n

Snowshoeing: An Easy to Learn, Safe Sport

CCoommee  SSMMIILLEE  wwiitthh  uuss!!  

802-649-7293 

Looking for a new dentist? Has it 
been a while since your last check 
up? Give us a call, we’ll give you 

something to smile about! 

Welcoming new patients! 

Mari N. Berry, DMD 

www.whiteriversmiles.com 144 Palmer Court, Suite 1A 
White River Jct, VT 

www.scotlandhousevt.org

Are you a family member of someone who is aging at home?
Are you burned out, frustrated, and overwhelmed?

We’re ready to help you both
We’re Scotland House

We Share the Care

The Scotland House
Adult Day Care and Wellness

802-280-6080
8826 Woodstock Road, Quechee

info@scotlandhousevt.org
 M-F 7:30am-5pm

Ron takes a break.
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AROUND TOWN
Friends of Veterans: Three Years in a Row!

Friends of Veterans of White River Junction proudly announces that 
for the third consecutive year our all-volunteer organization has 
provided over $100,000 in financial assistance to veterans and their 

families in New Hampshire and Vermont. In 2019, Friends of Veterans 
assisted 176 veterans which is the highest number in our 30+ year history.

Over the last three years, we have provided assistance to veterans in 
the two-state area’s 
metropolitan locations 
such as Manchester, 
Nashua, Rochester, and 
Lebanon, New Hampshire; 
as well as Burlington, 
Montpelier, St. Johnsbury, 
and Rutland, Vermont. 
We have also assisted in 

those veterans in the far-reaching rural areas of both states.
Our volunteers focus on preventing homelessness through various 

assistance programs which include rent assistance, security deposits, 
mortgage payments, home repairs if it’s a livability issue, and car repairs if 
needed for employment or serious medical issues. We also work with 
qualified veterans to attain a certified service dog. With the national 
veteran suicide rate exceeding 20 per day, we are doing our very best to 
prevent one potential situation from impacting that rate.

We are extremely proud of the work we do, and we are extremely 
grateful to our grantors and donors who provide the funds to help us assist 
those who have served their country.

For questions or requests for assistance, we may be reached at www.
fovvtnh.org, assistance@fovvtnh.org or by telephone 802 296-8368.

~ Proudly, your volunteers at Friends of Veterans:
Lance Werner and Pete Davis, volunteers, Friends of Veterans
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Specializing in all aspects of family eyecare:
 Comprehensive medical eye examinations
 Contact lens specialists
 Infant & children’s evaluations
 Pre- and post-laser surgery services
 Largest optical showroom in the area
 Eyeglass accessories
 Designer & sport sunglasses

Medicare and Major Medical Accepted
Evening Appointments Available

myeyecareforlife.com

Mon, Tue, Wed, & Fri
8am-5:30pm

Thurs
8am-7pm

802-295-4887
587 Hartford Avenue
White River Junction

Vermont

Dr. Eugene J. Bernal
Dr. Sandra K. Dufour
Dr. Shawn P. Morris

Dr. Ran He
Dr. Jessica M. Berry

parent education and support, to home visits, information and referrals, play 
groups, and an on-site high school. They also have a family assistance fund to 
help with the practical needs of families in tough economic situations. “Our lens 
is always thinking about the wellbeing of the child and helping parents have the 
support they need to be the parents they want to be,” said Bloomfield.

Project LAUNCH (Linking Actions for Unmet Needs in Children’s Health), 
which targets children ages zero to eight, will help The Family Place have a larger 
presence in local primary care offices, with on-site staff members who can inform 
families about the resources available to support them in the early years of their 
children’s lives. Project LAUNCH will also provide information and education 
in local businesses such as Hypotherm, King Arthur Flour, and Dartmouth to 
give parents and caregivers access to resources through their place of employment.

GOODNESS InDEED

Addressing the Mental Health Crisis  
Through Community Collaborations 

Mana Parker

With a national mental health crisis on the 
rise, drawing attention to mental health 
issues in early childhood is a key part of 

addressing the issue. Dartmouth Hitchcock’s 
mental health initiative is collaborating with 
local organizations such as The Family Place in 
Norwich to address community mental health by 
creating and strengthening programs to support 
families with young children. 

Two programs implemented by the D-H 
initiatives are Project LAUNCH and P2P. Both 
projects are working in collaboration with 
Grafton, Sullivan, and Windsor counties to 
support families across the community. With a recent grant from Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), Dartmouth 
Hitchcock Medical Center was able to collaborate with local family resource 
centers on further programming to spread information and education about 
mental health within the Upper Valley. By collaborating with family resource 
centers like The Family Place which are available to any family in the community 
who needs a little extra support, they are further helping to provide a safe place 
to target early childhood mental health issues.

“The reality is that we are here for any family with a young child, and families 
from all walks of life take part in what we have to offer,” said Nancy Bloomfield, 
Executive Director of The Family Place. The programs they offer range from 

Many families come to The Family Place for support each week.Kay Jankowski, PhD.,  
project investigator
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Project P2P (Partners to Protect), also funded by the SAMHSA grant, is 
targeted towards supporting children ages zero to eighteen who live in 
Sullivan and Grafton Counties, and are dealing with the effects of parental 
substance abuse. One of the project’s goals is to prevent the removal of 
children from their homes. The programming offered includes evidence-
based practices such as community trauma training, a group for parents in 
recovery from substance abuse, and child-parent psychotherapy to heal 

relationships during parent recovery from 
substance abuse. It also involves collabo-
ration with child welfare district offices, 
family courts, family resource centers, 
primary care offices, and other behavioral 
health and social service organizations in 
the community.

“Both projects have a major target of 
improving coordination of services across 
different sectors that all serve and try to 
improve the care and wellbeing of kids and 
families,” said Kay Jankowski, PhD., 
Director of the Dartmouth Trauma 
Interventions Research Center, and primary 
project investigator for Project LAUNCH, 
and co-investigator for Project P2P.

Katie McDonnell, MSW, who is the Public Awareness Coordinator for both 
projects, pointed to the community effort involved in addressing this issue. “We 
are building infrastructure within our community. The hope is that through the 
grant, we will really help weave more knowledge about these evidence-based 
practices, and knowledge about what the family resource centers do in terms of 
support…” 

By targeting at-risk families and families affected by trauma, the projects 
hope is that through engagement and coordination with local community 
resources, there will be greater access to mental health care and support for 
families in the Upper Valley. n

(802) 295-0000
8 BARNES AVE, WHITE RIVER JCT  VT

Your Hometown Heating Experts - We Can Help!
Family Business Since 1941

WWW.COTAOIL.COM

For 35 years, we’ve featured complete  

junior and adult ski and snowboard lease programs.

Ask about our junior lease race program!

As part of their role as a comprehen-
sive resource for parents and caregiv-
ers The Family Place offers regular 
parenting classes and workshops

Call (802) 773-7833

Complete Liquid 
Fertilization Program 

Including Weed-Insect Control
Liming - Core Aeration

ORGANIC Fertilizer Program

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE
 

For a
Beautiful
  Lawn...

A Place to 
Relax.

If you’d like to consider 
writing for the Quechee Times,  

please email us at  
publisher@greatergoodmedia.net
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animals), an abandoned barn 
or one like my own, a barn 
reincarnated as a home.

While walking the Camino 
de Santiago pilgrimage in 
Spain a few years ago, I had an 
epiphany. If I renovated one of 
the two barns on my property, I 
could rent out the larger 
farmhouse and live in the 
renovated barn! This would be 
far more practical and would 
much better suit my character 
and current lifestyle. With the 
magic touch of my local contractor, Steve 
Dandeneau, he and I designed and renovated my 
barn while doing our best to preserve its integrity 
and history. 

I now live in this lovely, small reincarnated 
barn and I truly believe what the little sign 
hanging on my wall says – “If these walls could 
talk, what tales they could tell.” How true that is! 
Steve and I designed this special place to not 
only keep the outside structure looking true to its 
heritage, but the inside as well. As I sit here in 
my living room (where a tractor formerly lived), 
I look at the same 100-year-old wood that created 
the original barn... the same knot holes, nails 
protruding from wood, hand hewn beams, 
notches, wooden pegs holding the frame together, 
etc. While adding modern touches where 
necessary, making living here as comfortable as 
living in any modern home, we found excitement 
in re-using, re-purposing as much of the old barn 
(its structure, its contents and even its old buried 
treasures) as we could. 

During the barn renovation, it was obvious to 
me that the passion for this project wasn’t 
limited to just Steve and myself. Every dedicated 
member of the building crew put their heart and 
soul into the project. They delighted in showing 
me their latest ‘find’ during the partial-
demolition process and how they thought it 

might be incorporated into the 
project. They would even hide 
some of the ‘treasures’ and 
surprise me with them during 
the reconstruction. For 
example, old farmers used to 
‘brand’ each of their barns or 
projects with a certain symbol 
by burning or carving it into a 
wood wall. They would use the 
same symbol to mark/brand 
anything they had built. The 
crew found a few of these and 
would construct them into the 
perfect high-profile inside wall 

of the barn where that symbol’s history could be 
appreciated regularly.

In every corner of the house, I find some 
reminder of the barn’s history, something special 
that is made from an item found in the barn or 
buried in its depths. For example, a plate rack 
made out of pieces of red barn walls, a hanging 
pot rack made out of an old oxen/horse ‘yoke,’ a 
wagon wheel that morphed into a window that 
now looks into the attached ‘unfinished’ part of 
the barn, and two ‘sister’ boards on the living 
room ceiling that obviously came from the same 
tree chopped down over 100 years ago in order to 
build the barn. Almost every feature in the house 
tells a story. To say that this place is special is an 
understatement.

My barn house and its sister barn on my 
driveway are quintessential Vermont. They can 
be seen easily from the road; this visibility causes 
them to attract even more attention than most 
barns do. I like to welcome all photographers 
(and all barn lovers) because all old barns, 
working or abandoned, renovated or original, 
have a beauty and history that need to be shared. 
It also warms my heart to walk into a gift store or 
photography gallery and see a beautiful photo or 
painting of my barns. 

Recently, when I find myself driving past 
battered, ‘sagging,’ abandoned barns… I can 

RENOVATING BARN – cont’d. from pg. 1

THE QUECHEE INN 
AT MARSHLAND FARM

www.quecheeinn.com | (802) 295-3133

For celebrations 
of all sizes 

Weddings. Retreats. Meetings. 
Birthdays. Graduations. 

Enjoy exquisite food and 
exceptional service at a timeless 
Vermont venue. Whether you’re 

looking for an intimate elopement 
or a grand celebration, our team 
is ready. Let us help you plan an 

unforgettable event.

Photo: Christian Arthur
367 Route 120, Lebanon • 603-643-4362 • www.HanoverRoadDental.com

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS FROM QUECHEE!

Friendly, Caring,
Affordable

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!
We treat members of the same family across the 
generations, short-term grad students, seasonally 
employed, second home owners and everyone in 
between!

We’ve been providing our patients in the 
Upper Valley of New Hampshire and Vermont 
with quality dental care for over 30 years.

Call 603-643-4362 to set up an appointment.  
We proudly accept Delta Dental and Cigna for 
dental insurance.

Hanover Road
Dental Health

VIOLET IS A PROUD MEMBER OF THE NO-CAVITY CLUB

Fillings & Crowns
Night Guards
Sports Guards
Teeth Whitening
Periodontal Therapy

General Dentistry
Cosmetic Dentistry
Dentures 
Implants
Routine Exams

Top: Mid-project, keeping any changes in line with Vermont’s 
Historical Preservation Dept. Center: Jen’s favorite room, the 
bathroom, with everything made from a huge variety of barn 
materials! 
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What’s a historic barn without an adorable goat! Top right: The barn before being ‘reincarnated’ Below: 100-year-old wood and the Wagon Wheel window in the bedroom looking into 
the ‘unfinished’ side of the barn.

209 Maple Street, White River Junction

Open Daily: 7 a.m.–8 p.m.

• Full-Service Meat &  
 Seafood Counters
• Prepared Foods   
• Large Wine &  
 Craft Beer Selection   
 

• Weekly Specials    
• National Brands
• Local Products
• Outstanding  
 Customer Service

w w w.coo pf oo ds to r e.coo p

TAKE ROUTE 4 EAST TO OUR DOOR

Full-Service  
Grocery Store

Less than 15 minutes away

VISIT OUR BIG NEW HAMPSHIRE STORES, TOO.
Exit 18 off I-89, Route 120 North, Lebanon         45 South Park Street, Hanover

almost feel their pain. Barns with fragile 
creaking boards, or rattling, broken 
windows are begging for help, summoning 
anyone who has the means and desire to 
keep history alive, to keep them alive. I am 
very proud to have at least stopped the 
aging process of one old barn, so that it will 
cheat death ‘by a Nor’easter’ one day. 

Thoughts from my barn contractor/
co-collaborator, Steve Dandeneau: “What 
a pleasure it was to work alongside Jen on 
her iconic barn. Many times construction 
projects for us get started, are seen through 
the steps, completed and we move on to 
the next. We are fortunate to have the 
ability to show our creative side on most. 
But not all projects require digging in 

deep. Along came the opportunity to work 
with Jen on her barn vision and the ability 
to express our creativity and skills grew 
ten fold.

With what started as a loose conver-
sation of the option to create living space in 
one of her existing barns, some simple line 
drawings from Jen defining use of space, 
evolved into a real special collaboration for 
our team and her. What really helped was 
Jen’s ability to visualize the whole package, 
express how the barn was going to be lived 
in, and an understanding that what we will 
create needs to look as if it has always been 
like this or evolved over the passage of time. 
Her ability to convey her persona (which is 

Continued on page 24
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The sister barn, celebrating a Vermont winter! There’s nothing like working with a dedicated, fun group of guys! 

very accepting and open) allowed us to reach inside 
with open minds and find ways to finish this project 
in a way that became very personal to all who were 
able to contribute to it. Everyone, including Jen, 
seemed moved to always ask “how about this?” The 
openness of the environment she created facilitated 
this. I must say it was a very happy place for us to go 
every day. 

There is something that is so comforting that 
radiates from recreated old space and the use of old 
materials. Particularly an old barn. It is not for 

everyone. I feel you have to have a huge respect for 
the past and an understanding of history to really 
appreciate it.  The space we all worked together on 
is warm and inviting. It is not perfect, it is not over 
done. It retains so much charm that could only be 
fashioned out of the passage of time, elements and 
the touch of man, animal or insect. There are 
many wormholes in what used to be a working barn 
on a farm. 

Jen sent me some notes towards the end of the 
project. “If you can visualize it, if you can dream it, 
there’s some way to do it.” (Walt Disney) Thanks 

for visualizing it! And “What feels like the End... is 
often the Beginning.” How true on both! 

We have moved on to other projects taking a 
tremendous amount of pride with us. Jen’s barn led 
to another old historic local barn in Quechee we 
converted into living space. Fortunately, the owners 
were cut from the same cloth as Jen and another 
collaboration began. We enjoy the work we do 
because we love to help make people’s visions come 
true. I hope the work we do stands the test of time 
and someone in the future uses the materials we 
installed to make it their own.” n

RENOVATING BARN – continued from page 23
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Courtney Hollingsworth 
Event Sales Coordinator  

at The Quechee Club
What would be your first question after waking 
up from a 100-year sleep? 
Where is the best place to get waffles? And 
do we have flying cars yet?

What is your ideal way to spend a weekend? 
Either going on an adventure with friends, 
or just staying home and relaxing in my PJs.

What’s the last book you read? Did you like it, 
love it or were you just happy to be done with it?  
Bomber’s Moon by Archer Mayor – I love 

this series. I refer to it as ‘CSI Vermont.’ And I am just starting to re-read the 
Harry Potter series. I love them so much. JKR is such an amazing author!

What is your favorite movie from childhood? 
Annie was for sure a favorite. And I have good memories of watching Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang on TV every Thanksgiving. The Little Mermaid was an 
instant classic as well. I saw it six times in theater.

If someone gave you $1,000 right now, what would you spend it on? 
My first thought was to buy a plane ticket to somewhere tropical. And then 
my second thought was to go away for the weekend to New York and see a few 
Broadway musicals. But what I would probably actually do would be to buy 
some new clothes and pay some bills. (Boring!) Actually I might treat myself 
to a Spa Day. Yeah – Spa Day. Final answer.

If you could only ever eat at one local restaurant, which one would it be? 
I wish there was a good Mexican restaurant around here because I could easily 
live off of enchiladas and tacos forever... but I guess I would have to say 
Molly’s instead, because they have a lot of variety.

What did you want to be when you grew up? 
Astronaut. (I still do!)

If you could have one superhuman power, what would it be? 
Freeze time

If you could have dinner with any famous person (dead or alive) who would it be? 
David Duchovny and Gillian Anderson. I was a huge X-Files fan. If I can’t say 
two – then I pick Neil Armstrong. n

Jennifer “Jenn” Edson 
Health Club Attendant  
at The Quechee Club

What would be your first question after waking 
up from a 100-year sleep? 
Do my nails still look good?  
Is there wine?

What is your ideal way to spend a weekend? 
Relaxing with my family – being at the ski 
hill with my son in the winter, and glasses 
of wine with friends and kayaking in the 
summer.

What’s the last book you read?  
Did you like it, love it or were you just happy to be done with it?  
Fifty Shades of Gray. Love it, one of my favorites.

What is your favorite movie from childhood? 
Mac & Me. Something about cute little aliens makes me happy. Dead Poets 
Society and The Breakfast Club. I just can’t choose one!

If someone gave you $1,000 right now, what would you spend it on? 
A new wardrobe and car payments!

If you could only ever eat at one local restaurant, which one would it be? 
Colatina Exit in Bradford, Vermont. They have the most amazing spinach 
artichoke dip!

What did you want to be when you grew up? 
A vet tech, teacher and nurse. The only thing I didn’t do was be a vet tech.

If you could have one superhuman power, what would it be? 
Healing, so I can help other people in need.

If you could have dinner with any famous person (dead or alive) who would it be? 
Robin Williams!

Quechee Lakes Landowners’ 
Association Celebrates 50 Years

We are full of warm holiday memories and 
excitement for the warmer seasons on the 
horizon. There is still plenty to do during 

these last couple of winter months, including the 
famous Cardboard Box Derby on Saturday, 
February 22nd! Ski Quechee is open Friday 
through Sundays in February, then Saturdays and 
Sundays (weather permitting) through March. 
May we have a long ski season, then quickly get 
into golf, tennis and swimming!

~ Kelsey Thayer

Celebrating QLLA’s 50th Year
2020 is the Quechee Lakes Landowners’ Associa-

tion’s 50th Year! Join us as we kick off the celebration 
with special visuals during the Torchlight Parade and 
Fireworks on Sunday, February 16. There are plenty 
of events to come through the seasons, leading up to 
a fun-filled week during the 4th of July holiday. 
Official event announcements will be shared in our 
weekly Q-Notes and additional emails, plus in 
upcoming Quechee Times issues. Stay tuned!

Dining At Quechee
Davidson’s Italian Night: Open every Wednesday, 
5:30-8pm
Davidson’s Local’s Night with Live Music:  
Open every Thursday, 5:30-8pm
Dinner in Davidson’s: Friday and Saturday,  
5:30-8:30pm
Dewey’s Lunch: Friday and Saturday, 12-4pm
Dewey’s Dinner: Friday and Saturday, 4-8pm
*Expanded Hours!* Brunch at Dewey’s: Sunday, 
10am-3pm

Reservations kindly requested for Davidson’s 
Dinner and Dewey’s Brunch. Please call us at 
802-299-2126 or visit online at www.QuecheeClub.
com. Hours of operation subject to change during 
the holidays and at any time. Please visit www.
QuecheeClub.com for the most current hours.

Host Your Events at the Quechee Club
Looking for a great local venue with a variety of 

settings for all group sizes? Learn more about The 
Quechee Club and what we have to offer! From 
elegant weddings with beautiful scenery, to birthday 
parties or baby showers, to company retreats with 

space for break-out sessions – this is the perfect place 
to host your next event!

Contact Courtney Hollingsworth, Event Sales 
Coordinator to learn more and book your space today! 
Email: Courtney.Hollingsworth@QuecheeClub.com; 
telephone: (802) 299-2190.

Late Winter Fun and Springtime Events
Learn about all of our available events online at 

www.QuecheeClub.com and on The Quechee Club 
Mobile App. Need help with registration or have 
other questions? Give us a call at (802) 295-9356! 
Save the Date!
Sun. March 8: Paddles and Waffles
Thurs. March 12: Men’s Group Dinner
Fri. March 13: Family Trivia Night
Sat. March 14: St. Paddles Day
Sat. March 14: Green Out! St. Patrick’s Family Fun Day
Fri. March 20: Bingo Night
Thurs. March 26: Ladies’ Group Dinner
Sat. April 11: Breakfast with the Easter Bunny
Sun. April 12: Easter Brunch
Fri. April 17: Bingo Night
Sun. May 10: Mother’s Day Brunch n

MEET YOUR QUECHEE CLUB STAFF MEMBERS

CELEBRATING QLLA’S 50th YEAR
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impacted, including Hartford, Woodstock and, 
particularly, Quechee.

 In his book, Hartford (Images of America series, 
Arcadia Publishing, 2009), local historian (Frank) 
Jay Barrett has several photos and descriptions of 
our area’s mill buildings. Quechee was particularly 
suited for early development of mills, 
Barrett says, owing to the waterpower 
provided by the narrow gorge and falls 
along the Ottauquechee River. As a 
result, saw and grist mills developed 
along the river as the area was first 
settled in the 1760s. That narrow gorge 
and the high riverbanks proved 
favorable for bridge building, Barrett 
notes, adding to the ease in transpor-
tation of products. Having an abundance 
of good water for both power and 
transportation was paramount for the 
early Upper Valley settlements, Barrett 
says. Hartford was particularly prized, 
having the White, Connecticut, and 
Ottauquechee Rivers available.

Though the early mills in Quechee 
were devoted to grain and lumber, one 
may wonder how textiles eventually 
replaced them. The answer lies in the 
introduction of one animal into the area – sheep. In 
the early 1800s, area farmer William Jarvis brought a 
large herd of Merino sheep from Portugal to his 
Windsor County farm. The sheep prospered, and wool 
from the Merino sheep became highly desirable. From 
1820 to the 1840s, sheep farming grew dramatically in 
the state, with the estimated sheep population in 
Vermont increasing in those years from roughly 
500,000 to around 1.7 million head. During this time, 
manufacturing of wool products grew, with Quechee’s 
Dewey’s Mills (which we will discuss shortly) being a 
major player in that industry. At one point during this 
era, Vermont was the second leading state in the US 
in wool production.

Early on, with the introduction of sheep to the 
Upper Valley, the raw wool product was shipped 

HISTORY OF MILLS – continued from page 1 south to mills in the larger cities. Since the raw 
product was here, however, why not have 
processing facilities as well? That apparently was 
the entrepreneurial mindset of Albert Gallatin 
Dewey, a local resident, carpenter, and machinery 
builder, who dreamed of operating a local mill for 
processing the wool produced in the region. In 

1836, his dream became a reality, as Dewey began 
textile mill operations.

It appears that the early years in business were not 
a financial success for Dewey’s mill business. One 
main reason was the lack of good transportation to 
and from the mill. The private roads and turnpikes 
were less than dependable, particularly in winter, 
and hauling product in this manner was costly and 
not particularly efficient.

Enter the railroads. In 1848, rail service reached 
White River Junction, connecting the Upper Valley 
with the Eastern seaboard and beyond. Though at the 
time, Quechee was not on a rail line, Jay Barrett 
explains that the Vermont Central Railway did have 
a station not too far away, allowing the mill to rely 
less on hauling goods by wagon over the area’s roads.

Local Quechee and Woodstock citizens and 
business owners, particularly A.G.Dewey, realized it 
was in their interest to have their own rail line, 
stretching from White River to Woodstock, so, in the 
1860s, work began to develop the Woodstock railroad. 
Prior to construction, much work was done forming a 
rail corporation and raising funds for the project. 

Local mill owners, farmers, and 
townspeople all purchased shares in the 
new rail company, and the town of 
Woodstock contributed a substantial 
amount in the project.

The rail project was hampered by 
problems and delays. Grading and 
creation of the rail bed commenced in 
1868, but, in early 1870, worked stopped, 
the result of a regional, national, and 
international economic slowdown, 
which turned into a depression. More 
money was needed to continue the 
project but raising these funds during this 
time was difficult. Finally, by 1874, work 
was able to resume on the railroad. In the 
spring of 1875, the first section of actual 
rail was laid, and the finished product 
was well within sight. On September 29, 
1875, the first train ran the entire 
distance of the new railway from White 

River Junction to Woodstock.
The Woodstock Railroad proved a boon to the 

businesses along its route. Farm products, including 
wool, livestock, and timber made their way in the 
freight cars. Mills along the route, particularly 
Dewey’s Mills in Quechee, saw business grow 
dramatically. The tracks and station were adjacent to 
Dewey’s mill operation. Not surprisingly, the Dewey 
family was involved heavily in the railroad, with Mr. 
A.G. Dewey serving as the railroad’s president for 
several years. Two of the engines that regularly 
hauled freight and passengers on the rail line were 
even named after him.

During this period of the mid to late 19th century, 
there was another event that resulted in a boon for 
Dewey’s mill and textile operation; that being the 

Dewey’s Mills used hydropower from the Gorge waterfall

SPLASH CAMP!
Summer 2020

An exciting full or half-day camp for kids ages 6-10 
With morning swim lessons, exciting arts and crafts that follow a 
weekly theme, fun water play in the Splash Park, and outdoor fun

11 sessions from 6/8 – 8/21 • Full-day 8am-4pm, Half-day 8am-12pm
After care and lunch packages available

UVACswim.org
802.296.2850 ex 106

Spots fill quickly
Last year SOLD OUT

802.359.5000  
camps@vinsweb.org

Membership Discounts  
Available!

LOCATIONS:  
Quechee & Washington, VT 

Hanover, NH

SUMMER 2020

Visit us at vinsweb.org/nature-camp
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Civil War. The war resulted in government orders of 
woolen uniforms, blankets, and other goods, and the 
textile mills profited from the great growth in 
demand. Dewey’s business was well-known for its 
production of “shoddy,” a material produced by the 
re-working of wool rags and tailors’ cuttings. The 
machinery to produce the shoddy at Dewey’s mill 
was developed locally.

At the time of the opening of 
the Woodstock railroad in the 
1870s, changes were occurring at 
Dewey’s mill operation. The 
physical plant itself expanded, with 
new buildings added. Also, Dewey’s 
two sons, John and William, joined 
the business. After the early lean 
years in the 1830s and ’40s, the 
business was financially secure.

Shortly after A.G. Dewey died in 
1886, the company became known as 
the A.G. Dewey Company, over 
which his sons presided. Son John 
became president of the firm. Known 
as an innovator, he oversaw many 
changes and upgrades to the company 
over the next several years, including 
electrifying the plant, and upgrading 
the machinery used there.

Speaking of machinery, Jay Barrett provided an 
interesting side note, affecting the area’s economic 
engine. Though Quechee was renowned for its woolen 
mill production, it did not support any machine 
production operations. Those sprouted up in nearby 

Woodstock, he noted, with the one most well-known 
being Daniels & Co. (interestingly, A.G. Dewey 
worked at Daniels machine works prior to founding 
the mill). After Dewey began his mill operation, many 
of the machines used at the mill came from Daniels & 
Co. – a true, locally supported business relationship. 
In fact, it was a Daniels machine that Dewey used to 

produce shoddy, the material mentioned earlier that 
was so integral to Dewey’s success.

As was true in so many mill towns in the early 
20th century, Dewey’s Mills was an entire community 
in itself, sporting a post office, rental dwellings for 
workers, shops, and recreation facilities. The 

company survived the depression in good form and 
went on to provide woolen goods to the government 
during World War II.

After the war, it became evident to mill owners 
that the best days of textile production in the 
northeastern US were behind them. One of 
Quechee’s prominent mill operations, the Harris, 

Emery Company, closed down its mill 
in the 1950s. Though the mill was 
purchased with the hope of renewed 
business, it never resumed operations.

The end was also in sight for the 
A.G. Dewey Company’s Quechee 
operations. A flood control dam 
project was in the works that would 
displace much of Dewey’s Mills. 
Along with the shifting of America’s 
textile manufacturing to the southern 
US, the venerable Quechee 
institution, Dewey’s Mills, was slated 
for demolition which occurred in the 
early 1960s. Though most of the 
Dewey complex and buildings were 
deemed structurally unsound before 
demolition, historian Jay Barrett 
believes some were still salvageable, 
and if national historic preservation 

efforts began a few years earlier, in the early 1960s, 
some of the structures would still survive. Sadly 
though, as happened in so much of the country in 
the early 1960s under the guise of urban renewal, 
much of the physical evidence of Dewey’s Mills is 
now but a memory. n

Scenes from the early days of Dewey’s Mills
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Gayle Ottmann

Who is the most “famous” person you know in 
Quechee?
I guess I don’t really know anyone ‘famous’ in 
Quechee. Outside of Quechee, I have known a few.

What fictional place would you like to visit? Which 
“real” place would you like to visit?
Would love to visit the land of the Hobbits and my 
ancestral home in England.

What skill would you like to master?
To be a writer 

What would be your first question after waking up 
from a 100-year sleep?
Is anyone else awake?

What is your ideal way to spend a weekend in Quechee?
Breakfast at the Diner, a stroll through the 
Antique Mall, home to vacuuming and mop, do 
cooking for the week, a nap, bourbon on the rocks, 
dinner with friends at Public House. Sleep in on 
Sunday, breakfast at Skinny Pancake, walk the 
Village Green, invite six friends to my house for 
dinner, home to cook, set table with wildflowers, 
welcome guests, open some good wine, watch some 
good sports games, to bed.

What is the best way to start the day?
Wake up before the alarm, catch the news on 
VPR, feet on the floor, hot shower.

To which organization or person/group do you donate 
your time or other resources regularly?
White River Rotary Club and Hartford 
Community Coalition

What weird food combinations do you enjoy?
Feta cheese with any fruit

What’s the last book you read?
The Devil’s Aspect

What was cool when you were younger, but not now?
Girls’ hair was braided in pigtails with barrettes or 
bows on the ends to cover the rubber bands.

What is your childhood favorite movie?
Gone With The Wind – first movie I ever saw when 
I was about 10.

What is your motto in life?
Age is only a three-letter word!

Does your life have a “theme song?” If so, what is it?
My Way [Frank Sinatra]

If someone gave you $1,000 right now, what would 
you spend it on?
Bills 

Kim Dull 
Who is the most “famous” person you know in 

Quechee?
The most famous people I knew in Quechee were 
when I ushered at the Green Mountain Guild 
theater in the early 1970s, it was upstairs where 
Simon Pearce is now located, I met Meryl Streep, 
Jeff Goldblum, William Hurt and many other NYC 
actors... it was magical.

What fictional place and which “real” place would you 
like to visit?
Fictional place: Over the rainbow.  
Real place: Iceland

What would be your first question after waking up from 
a 100-year sleep?  
Where’s Ron?

What’s your ideal weekend in Quechee? 
Snowshoeing in my back yard, miles of trails and 
rarely a soul there

What’s the best way to start the day? 
Snuggled between my hubby of 41 years, my 
10-year-old yellow lab, and 13-year-old cat... we 
sleep in a pile like the wild things.

To which organizations do you donate your time or 
other resources regularly?  
Moonrise Therapeutic riding, Taftsville, VT. We 
work with The Haven, Zack’s Place, and WISE to 
name a few... very inspiring.

What’s the last book you read?  
The Light Between Two Oceans

What was cool then but not now: 
Bell bottoms

What is your favorite childhood movie?
The Wizard of Oz

What is your motto in life?
Live small, play large

What is your life’s “theme song”?
Tapestry by Carol King (nails it)

If someone gave you $1,000 right now, what would 
you spend it on?
Need nothing, put it in savings.

If you could protect one animal, plant, or part of our 
earth, which would it be?
The planet, consume less, drive less, need less

If you could only eat at one local restaurant for the rest 
of your life, which one would it be? 
Angkor Wat

Kristina Follett
What fictional place and which “real” place would you 
like to visit?
Fictional: Dunder Mifflin Office with Michael Scott. 
Real: Ireland.

What skill would you like to master?
Chopping vegetables into beautiful shapes.

What would be your first question after waking up 
from a 100-year sleep?
Can we teleport yet?

To which organizations do you donate your time or 
other resources regularly?
Peer Health Exchange

What weird food combinations do you enjoy?
Ketchup with eggs

What’s the last book you read? 
How Brands Grow (for work) – not the most 
exciting, but informative.

If you could only eat at one local restaurant for the rest 
of your life, which one would it be?
My desert-island food is NYC-style thin crust pizza

If you could protect one animal, plant, or part of our 
earth, which would it be?
The Rainforest

What did you want to be when you grew up?
A veterinarian

What is your life’s “theme song”?
Ain’t Life Grand by Widespread Panic

If you could have dinner with any famous person,who 
would it be?
Amy Poehler

If you could  be invisible for one day, where would 
you be?
Tom Brady’s house

Do you follow or break the rules?
I bend the rules.  ;)

What’s your biggest fear/phobia?
Choking

What’s your most energizing dream/vision of your 
future?
Having a second healthy baby in the next year!
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Homeschooling at VINS

During the school year, The Vermont Institute of Natural Science 
(VINS) holds four dynamic/engaging Homeschool programs, 
focusing on a place-based theme. Thus far, in the 2019/2020 school 

year, VINS held a lesson about Stream Ecology, where students got a hands 
on experience with the Stream 
Table, working to manipulate the 
landscape, and observe the effects 
water has on the ecosystem. In 
November, the Homeschool 
program was held on the new 
VINS Forest Canopy Walk, 
allowing students to be immersed 
in each layer of the forest, learning 
about the life that thrives and 
depends on the forest. On 
February 19th, VINS will hold 
two StarLab lessons in the 
portable planetarium, where 

students will learn about the different celestial bodies that make up our 
galaxy. The final lesson for the school year will be held on April 19th, 
focusing on the adaptations of birds and their roles within the ecosystem. 

VINS has been offering Homeschool lessons for many years, “The 
current focus on offering homeschool programs is part of a broader effort 

to bring more families, schools 
and groups to VINS so that 
people can experience all of the 
dynamic things VINS has to 
offer.” says Hannah Gelroth, 
Director of VINS School 
Programs & Teacher Professional 
Development. The success of the 
past years’ Homeschool programs 
has Marie Soderbergh, Science 
Outreach Educator and lead 
educator for the programs, 
excitedly looking forward to 
developing and hosting more 
lessons in the 2020/2021 
academic year. To find out more, 
visit www.vinsweb.org.  n 

VINS

Hot Breakfast • Indoor Heated Pool
Fitness Facility • Wireless Internet

Pet Friendly
 

Q.L.L.A. Discount Program
for family & freinds of Quechee landowners

Full Service Restaurant/Lounge 
On Premises

US Route 4 Quechee VT
www.qualityinnquecheegorge.com

Audrey Micca – The Masiello Group
1996 Quechee Main Street, Quechee
802-295-1160 • www.masiello.com
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 Darby Road HOME • 1395 Main Street • Waltham, MA 02451 • 781-899-6900 • Darbyroad.com

Michelle Coppolo, owner

I know it is hard to believe that spring is 
right around the corner while we are 
experiencing 9 degree temperatures in 

Quechee.  But in the world of design and 
custom furniture it takes quite a bit of 
planning and time to pull together a 
complete project, especially if window 
treatments, upholstery, lighting, rugs and art 
are going to complement each other.  

Everyone who owns a second home 
wants to kick off their summer season on 
Memorial Day weekend.  That’s 
understandable since it seems like summer 
goes by in a blink of an eye!

Here are some facts and guidelines to 
help set your expectations for your summer 
parties and getting your vacation home to 
look perfect:
• Memorial Day weekend is roughly 15 

weeks away!  Let the countdown begin!
• It can take 4 to 12 weeks to complete a 

custom upholstered sofa, chair or 
headboard

• On average it take a client about 4 weeks 
to make a final decision on style, fabric 
and finish
So, this means if you want your house 

ready for the summer kick-off you need to 
start planning right now.

At Darby Road HOME, we have your 

back.  In addition to highly custom interiors, 
we also offer “quick ship” options from the 
leading brands in custom upholstery 
including Precedent, Robin Bruce, 
Vanguard and Bernhardt.  There are several 
styles to choose from in a variety of fabrics 
and at various price points for every budget.  
But, you will have to be reasonable as “quick 
ships” do have some limitations.  

If you live in the Boston area, stop by the 
5,000 square foot showroom and meet with 
one of our experienced designers.  We have 
many items on the floor for you to test out 
the comfort and sit of each product line.  
We also have an assortment of casegoods, 
drink tables, coffee tables, art and 
accessories.  

Photos featured in this article are from 
a recent project we worked on in Weston, 
MA.  Everything was purchased at Darby 
Road HOME and designed by me, Michelle 
Coppolo.  I look forward to helping you 
with your project here in Quechee or closer 
to home. n
michelle@darbyroad.com | 781-899-6900
Best of Boston Home 2019 | Best of Waltham 
2019 | Best of Boston Home 2017 |  
Prism Award, Best Interior Merchandise 2015
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MEMORY LANE

Celebrating 50 Years

802-457-2228
TerraceCommunities.com

 
Woodstock Terrace 456 Woodstock Road, Woodstock, VT
 

Wheelock Terrace
 

32 Buck Road, Hanover, NH
 

Valley Terrace
 

2820 Christian Street, White River Jct., VT  
Physical location: Wilder, VT near Norwich

This walk down Memory Lane is sponsored by Woodstock Terrace




